PREFACE

This volume contains the revised version of papers presented at the Asia/
South Pacific Regional Judicial Colloquium for Senior Judges on the
Domestic Application of International Human Rights Norms Relevant
to Women’s Human Rights held at The University of Hong Kong from
20-22 May 1996. The seminar was organised by the Gender and Youth
Affairs Division of the Commonwealth Secretariat, together with the
Commonwealth Magistrates’ and Judges’ Association, in collaboration
with the Centre for Comparative and Public Law of the Faculty of Law,
The University of Hong Kong. This Colloquium followed the colloquia
held at Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe in 1994 and Beijing, China in
September 1995.

We would like to thank the contributors who were particularly
patient in responding to our request for further information during the
editing of the papers, as well as all those who were involved in the
organisation of the colloquium itself. In addition to the staft of the
Commonwealth Secretariat and Ms Vivienne Chin, Secretary General
of the CMJA, we would like to acknowledge the staff of the Faculty of
Law (in particular Ms Sally Yu), Mr George Edwards (Associate Director
of the Centre for Comparative and Public Law), Mr Scott Wilkens
(Henry Luce Scholar with the Centre), and a number of students of the
Faculty who assisted with the arrangements. We would also like to
acknowledge the assistance of Scott Wilkens and Ms Victoria Medd, who
assisted with the preparation of the compilation of cases and materials
distributed at the Colloquium, and Ms Kirstine Adams for her assistance
at the final stages of editing.

The smooth organisation of the conference would not have been
possible without the support of the former Attorney General of
Hong Kong, Mr Jeremy Mathews, the former ChiefJustice Sir T L Yang,
the Solicitor General, Mr Daniel Fung, the Judiciary Administrator, Ms
Alice Tai, and Ms Susie Ho, as well as the officers of the Home Affairs
Branch of the Hong Kong Government. We would like to express our
gratitude to them.

For the avoidance of doubt, the positions referred to are those held by
the participants in the colloquium as of May 1996.

Andrew Byrnes
Jane Connors
Lum Bik

Hong Kong and New York
September 1997
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