
Chapter VI I 

Factors which Affect the Operation of 
National Huma n Right s Institutions 

NHRIs should provid e technical trainin g and expertise to hel p buil d 
the capacity of othe r democrati c institutions . 

NHRIs should work with othe r democrati c institution s and bodie s to 
conduct continuin g human right s education campaigns . 

NHRIs should proactivel y an d reactivel y respon d to ne w challenges 
as and when they arise, e.g. the huma n right s implication s o f th e 
AIDS pandemic, scientific and technological advance s and privac y 
considerations. 

NHRIs thrive bes t in an environment wher e other nationa l democrati c institution s 
are robust and there i s a high degree of huma n right s literacy . NHRI s are 
most effective when the nation' s democratic institution s operate with a  clear 
understanding of thei r ow n role s and functions, when the nation' s institution s 
understand the role s and functions of othe r democrati c nationa l institution s 
and when the publi c can command and demand respec t for huma n rights . 

The roles of NHRI s will nee d to evolve as the natur e of huma n right s challenges 
evolves. Ne w problems wil l emerg e and old challenges will requir e fresh 
approaches. Thi s booklet outline s man y of the features that wil l ensur e that 
NHRIs can meet these challenges and are best equipped to protec t effectivel y 
human right s in view o f the challenges ahead. 
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