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Appendix 4: COSTS AND SUCCESS RATES IN DISTANCE TEACHING AT TERTIARY LEVEL 

Table 1 sets out published data on the costs of distance teaching in tertiary 
education. 

The fullest information about comparative costs comes from the British Open 
University where studies by Wagner (1980) and Horlock (1984) have compared 
costs for the periods 1971-79 and 1981-82. They are consistent in showing 
that the cost per graduate is lower than that for conventional universities. 
Horlock quoted 1982 conventional university cost per equivalent graduate at 
£11 541 (1984 US$21 472) as compared with the figure of £7054 or £7157 (on two 
alternative methods of calculating the costs) (average 1984 $13 219) for Open 
University graduates. 

Two, much smaller, distance teaching schemes in Britain have produced figures 
for their costs. The Doncaster Institute of Higher Education course for the 
Institute of Quarrying is available both through correspondence and through 
attendance at the institute. Similarly the South West London College teaches 
business studies through correspondence or through part-time attendance at the 
college either during the day or in the evening. While the evidence from 
South West London has to be treated with care as it appears the production of 
course material has been under valued, the Doncaster figures, together with 
those from London suggest that very simple distance teaching projects relying 
on print without broadcasts, can reach a breakeven point at extremely small 
figures. 

Calculations of the costs for open universities in the third world have been 
made for Costa Rica and Venezuela and figures, based on budgets, have also 
been produced for Everyman University Israel and the University of the Air in 
Japan. In the light of the figures from Costa Rica and Venezuela, Rumble 
concluded that such Open Universities with 10 000-20 000 students are 
'probably critically balanced, in so much as their unit costs are on a par 
with or below those of campus based institutions ' (Rumble 1982, page 138). 

The cost data from Athabasca University in Canada is difficult to interpret, 
as its teaching system is so different from that of other universities in 
Canada, but Snowden and Daniel concluded that the costs were probably broadly 
comparable with those of conventional universities in Alberta. 
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NOTES 

a. Except where shown, this table is based on table 5 in Perraton 
(1982) where full references for data are given. 

b. Costs have been converted to June 1984 US$, generally using the 
US Consumer Price index as a deflator. 

c. Horlock (1984) 

d. Using the f igures for 1979/80 

e. Course enrolments 

f . Fu l l - t ime equivalents 

g. Budgetted, not actual expenditure 

h. Muta (1984) 
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Appendix 5: TRAINING IN DISTANCE EDUCATION 

The following are among the opportunities for training staff in distance 
education within the Commonwealth. 

Courses 

South Australian College of Advanced Education (Smith Road, Salisbury 
East, South Australia 5109, Australia) offers a correspondence course, 
leading to a Graduate Diploma in Distance Education. No attendance 
requirement. First intake of students was from Australia but the course 
is available to students outside Australia as well. Contact: Head, 
External Studies. Fees: $24 (but a quota applies and further groups of 
students, outside the quota, may be enrolled at $1000 p.a.) 

Dundee College of Education (Gardyne Road, Broughty Ferry, Dundee, DD5 
1NY, Scotland) offers a Diploma in Educational Technology available at a 
distance. Attendance optional; those attending are eligible for a diploma 
from the Council for National Academic Awards (CNNA) while those not 
attending are eligible for a college diploma. Contact: Co-ordinator of 
learning resources. Fee: for UK-based teachers nil; for other UK 
applicants £300 p.a.; for overseas applicants £970. 

University of Surrey (Guildford, Surrey, GU2 5XH, England) offers a course 
leading to a Diploma in the Practice of Higher Education. The diploma 
requires study at a distance of six modules of which one can be on 
distance education and one on individualised learning. No attendance 
requirement. Fee: £575. Contact: Course administrator (PHE), Institute 
of Educational Development. 

University of London Institute of Education (Bedford Way, London WC1H 0AL) 
offers a 4-month residential course in distance teaching with particular 
reference to the needs of developing countries. The course is run 
jointly with the International Extension College. Contact: Administrative 
Officer, Department of Education in Developing Countries. Fee: £3100). 

Manuals 

Open learning in action 
How to develop and manage an open 

learning scheme 

Writing for Distance Education 
Administration of Distance-

teaching institutions 
Practical research in distance 

teaching 

How to develop self-instructional 
teaching 

Council for Educational 
Technology, 3 Devonshire 
Street, London W1N 2BA 

International Extension College, 
Office D, Dales 
Brewery, Gwydir Street 
Cambridge CB1 2LV 

Open University, Walton, 
Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA 

Training Teachers at a Distance Commonwealth Secretariat 
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