
PREFACE 

These module s o n educationa l financin g hav e evolved ou t o f a  series o f 
seminars hel d i n the smal l state s o f th e Caribbea n an d th e Pacifi c unde r th e 
aegis o f th e Commonwealt h Secretariat . Regiona l universit y communities , 
policy maker s an d planner s fro m th e variou s ministrie s o f educatio n an d 
finance wer e th e mai n participants . Thei r deliberation s underscored : 

• th e vita l nee d fo r personne l i n bot h ministrie s t o forg e a  deeper 
awareness o f ho w eac h ministr y conduct s it s business ; 

• th e notio n tha t worker s i n finance  shoul d b e persuade d t o empathis e 
with a n education projec t -  a  project tha t i s deeply implicate d i n virtuall y 
all policie s o f nationa l development ; 

• th e porten t o f chang e i n educationa l financing  issue s -  trend s towar d 
decentralisation, schoo l developmen t an d schoo l improvemen t plannin g 
and, therefore, the nee d fo r initiative s tha t incorporat e 'new ' players , suc h 
as principals , senio r teacher s an d communit y workers . 

Insights fro m th e seminar s hav e bee n fashione d int o thes e modules . The y 
contain overview s o f th e issue s t o b e explored , detailed conten t relevan t t o 
those themes , including definitions , teaching material s an d extende d 
interaction wit h th e material s throug h boxe d excerpts , reflectiv e question s 
and hands-o n activities , summaries , wrap-up stimulu s i n the for m o f a  case 
for discussio n an d referenc e lists . 

The module s ca n b e use d a s a source o f informatio n b y ministry , schoo l an d 
community personnel , as well a s by researchers . A serie s o f workshops coul d 
be planne d aroun d th e specifi c theme s containe d i n eac h module . Th e 
challenges an d varie d response s t o educationa l financing  issue s occasione d 
by th e inevitabl e worldwid e change s bein g wrough t i n the institutiona l 
context o f education , wil l deman d tha t participant s contextualis e th e 
materials, so makin g them mor e meaningful . I n this way , the module s wil l b e 
useful throughou t th e variou s smal l state s o f th e Commonwealt h an d th e 
developing world . 

We hope tha t thes e module s wil l hel p i n demystifyin g th e jargon an d 
ideologies tha t hav e tended t o characteris e educationa l financing  i n th e 
past, and tha t the y wil l promot e greate r understandin g o f it s scop e an d 
relevance, particularl y a s i t touche s th e live s o f mos t citizen s an d 
institutions i n every country . 
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