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Universities i n developin g countries , particularl y thos e i n smal l states , canno t b e 
just centre s o f highe r learnin g dedicate d t o th e pursui t o f academi c 
achievement, pur e an d simple . The y hav e t o act , an d b e see n t o act , a s 
instruments i n nationa l developmen t strategies , bein g full y integrate d i n th e 
development process . Universitie s mus t b e abl e t o convinc e Government s tha t 
they ca n b e privilege d partner s fo r nationa l development , wit h constan t 
interactions betwee n decision-maker s a t th e nationa l leve l an d universit y staff . 

Academic freedo m i s importan t bu t canno t b e divorce d fro m nationa l prioritie s 
Academics mus t pla y a  significan t rol e i n th e searc h fo r solution s t o nationa l 
problems. Thi s mus t b e so , no t onl y becaus e i n man y countrie s th e Government s 
have t o financ e almos t th e tota l budge t o f thei r universities , a s i n Mauritius , bu t 
also becaus e Government s attac h considerabl e importanc e t o th e input s fro m th e 
University i n al l sphere s o f nationa l life . 

Universities ar e centre s o f researc h pa r excellence . Scientifi c researc h fo r th e 
sake o f research , devoi d o f practica l application , canno t b e encourage d a t a  tim e 
when resource s ar e scarce , a t a  tim e whe n countrie s ar e goin g throug h a  ba d 
economic spell . A t a  tim e whe n ther e i s rea l pressur e t o reallocat e resource s 
from theoreticall y unproductiv e activitie s t o productiv e ones , th e temptatio n t o 
slash universit y budget s become s har d t o resist . Thi s i s no t a  proble m face d onl y 
by poore r nations : Britai n ha s no t hesitate d i n reducin g th e budge t o n tertiar y 
education. I  a m no t i n an y wa y suggestin g tha t universitie s mus t no t hav e 
substantial, s tat e financia l suppor t certainl y fo r th e present . However , 
universities mus t b e tune d t o th e social , economic , industria l an d technologica l 
problems o f th e nation , i f the y ar e t o avoi d indictment . I n an y case , Universitie s 
must lea d th e wa y an d canno t b e followers . 

One are a i n which , a s a  lawyer , I  hav e bee n closel y involved , namel y th e 
challenge o f th e se a fo r development . Mauritiu s exercise s jurisdictio n ove r a n 
immense exten t o f maritim e space , an d whic h certainl y doe s no t lac k i n 
renewable an d non-renewabl e resources . Th e tim e ha s com e fo r th e Universit y 
of Mauritiu s t o tackl e th e proble m frontally , as , indeed , i t propose s t o d o -  fo r 
its ow n goo d a s wel l a s tha t o f th e country . Hitherto , fo r a  variet y o f reasons , i t 
has tended , i n th e are a o f marin e resources , t o restric t itsel f t o piecemea l 
studies o r som e trainin g activities . 

Proposals fo r short-ter m strategie s mus t b e include d withi n th e framewor k o f 
long-term plans . Th e Mauritia n Governmen t accept s tha t a  comprehensiv e 
programme o f applie d researc h relie s o n continuin g basi c researc h speciall y t o 
underpin technologie s tha t coul d b e harnesse d fo r a  country' s development . 
Nevertheless i t i s highl y desirabl e tha t an y researc h undertake n b y th e 
University produce s result s i n a s shor t a  tim e a s possible . Scarc e resource s 
cannot b e boun d u p i n tim e consumin g researc h wit h esoteri c aim s an d margina l 
benefits. Pur e researc h a s a  mer e sloga n mus t giv e wa y t o researc h whic h ha s 
relevant, direc t and , a s fa r a s possible , immediat e bearin g o n nationa l 
development. 

Extracts fro m welcomin g addres s t o th e conference . • 
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Nations mus t develo p an d utilis e indigenou s expertis e withi n an d outsid e th e 
campus, i n thei r ques t fo r solutio n o f developmen t problems . Recours e t o 
foreign expertis e ca n n o longe r b e justifie d i n area s wher e w e hav e bette r 
practical experience . Rathe r tha n supportin g programme s o f technica l 
assistance whe n th e nee d fo r suc h assistanc e doe s no t reall y exist , foreig n 
governments woul d mak e a  greate r contributio n b y helpin g t o strengthe n loca l 
expertise. 

Shridath Rampha l i n his address at th e Thirteenth Congres s of th e Universities of 
the Commonwealt h urge d Vice-Chancellor s (an d others ) t o wide n thei r enquir y 
when addressin g th e questio n o f th e rol e o f universitie s i n relatio n t o 
technological innovatio n withi n the context o f smal l states. H e went on: 

"What technology?" , o f course , become s a  pertinen t question ; but , eve n 
more t o th e point , "wha t university?" . Suc h necessar y questioning s wil l 
inevitably lead yo u into exploring a  range of co-operative measure s at th e 
regional, inter-regiona l an d Commonwealth-wid e leve l i n supplementatio n 
of th e resource s o f thes e ver y smal l states . Fo r them , a  par t o f th e 
challenge o f technologica l innovatio n i s innovatio n i n th e rol e o f 
universities, innovatio n tha t emerge s ou t o f th e traditiona l spring s o f 
university improvisation an d perhaps out of technology itself . 

Similar consideration s le d t o the establishmen t o f th e Universit y o f Mauritiu s in 
the mid-1960s , wit h generou s hel p fro m th e UK . Th e University , indeed , wa s 
conceived i n th e developmenta l contex t a s th e on e appropriate an d relevan t fo r 
Mauritius. 

The universit y ha s ha d t o continuall y adap t an d mak e provisio n fo r ne w course s 
warranted b y th e changin g economi c climat e o f th e country . Government -
university collaboratio n i n teachin g an d trainin g i s likel y t o grow . Moreover , 
since w e have adopte d a  pragmati c approac h t o development , w e hav e t o loo k 
towards mor e and mor e effective government-privat e sector-universit y linkages . 

To promote multi-disciplinar y researc h an d consultancy fo r th e practica l solutio n 
of ou r manifol d societa l problems , i n what , afte r all , i s both a  small and a  poor 
country, the university drew up proposals known as the "Mauritius 200 0 concept" . 
The thinking , aim s an d objective s o f thi s concep t ar e i n broa d agreemen t wit h 
those i n th e Repor t Scienc e fo r Technolog y fo r Developmen t o f th e 
Commonwealth Scienc e Council . Withi n th e framewor k o f th e "Mauritiu s 200 0 
Concept" the Universit y o f Mauritiu s i s being transforme d t o contribut e full y i n 
the developmen t proces s i n Mauritiu s whils t retainin g it s positio n an d standard s 
among the Universities of th e Commonwealth . 

The Highe r Educatio n Divisio n o f th e British Counci l has been staunch supporte r 
of th e Mauritiu s 200 0 concept . Th e hel p an d suppor t o f internationa l agencie s 
such a s th e Commonwealt h Scienc e Council , UNESC O and othe r Unite d Nation s 
agencies, i s vital i n the promotio n o f North-Sout h an d increasingl y South-South , 
collaborative effort s suc h as "Mauritius 2000". 

Sir Seewoosagu r Ramgoolam , Governor-Genera l o f Mauritius , i n hi s messag e t o 
this Conference stated : 

"Mauritius i s proud o f he r African heritag e and traditions. Ou r Continent , 
of vas t potential , i s currentl y facin g innumerabl e difficulties . Bu t man y 
of thes e woul d b e solve d o r attenuate d considerabl y wer e Afric a t o 
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obtain, an d exploi t rationally , cheap , reliabl e an d plentifu l supplie s o f 
energy; henc e th e nee d bot h fo r researc h an d developmen t o f appropriat e 
renewable energ y technologies , an d fo r prope r monitorin g an d evaluatio n 
of endeavour s therein , an d henc e th e nee d fo r th e Internationa l 
Conference." 

The Conferenc e itself , structure d i n fou r broa d scientifi c subjec t areas , namel y 
energy resourc e assessment , energ y conversio n technologies , energ y utilisatio n 
technologies, an d energ y polic y formulatio n an d planning , ha s th e followin g thre e 
broad objectives : 

(1) t o repor t th e result s o f researc h project s o n renewabl e energ y 
technologies i n Afric a coverin g bot h th e activitie s o f th e Commonwealt h 
Science Council' s Africa n Energ y Programme , an d o f othe r institution s 
and agencies ; 

(2) t o provid e a n opportunit y fo r th e internationa l exchang e o f researc h idea s 
and informatio n betwee n Africa n scientist s an d colleague s fro m 
elsewhere; 

and 

(3) t o provid e a  foru m fo r scientist s an d potentia l donor s t o explor e 
modalities fo r futur e collaboratio n o n energ y researc h an d developmen t i n 
Africa. 

I hav e deliberatel y steere d clea r o f energ y issue s i n Mauritiu s althoug h thes e are , 
inevitably an d inextricably , connecte d wit h severa l o f th e point s I  hav e raised . 
These issue s wil l b e covere d elsewher e i n th e Conference . 
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