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ABSTRACT 

Ever sinc e it s creatio n th e Associatio n o f Africa n Universitie s (AAU ) ha s bee n 
involved i n inter-universit y cooperatio n i n Afric a i n area s o f staf f developmen t 
and exchang e programmes , conferences , seminar s an d workshops , an d 
documentation an d information . 

The AA U supporte d Foo d an d Nutritio n projec t fo r Afric a i s bein g implemented . 
It i s expecte d t o contribut e t o training , equipmen t an d literatur e i n th e field . 
The Associatio n als o sponsor s scientifi c association s t o brin g togethe r academi c 
to discus s an d solv e commo n problems . 

INTRODUCTION 

Since th e inceptio n o f th e Associatio n o f Africa n Universitie s (AAU ) i n 
November 1967 , it s activitie s hav e bee n carrie d ou t i n conformit y wit h it s aim s 
and objectives , namely : 

a. T o promot e interchange , contac t an d cooperatio n amon g universit y 
institutions i n Africa ; 

b. T o collect , classif y an d disseminat e informatio n o n highe r educatio n an d 
research, particularl y i n Africa ; 

c. T o promot e cooperatio n amon g Africa n Institution s i n curriculu m 
development, an d i n th e determinatio n o f equivalenc e o f degrees ; 

d. T o encourag e increase d contact s betwee n it s member s an d th e 
international academi c world ; 

e. T o study , an d mak e know n th e educationa l an d relate d need s o f Africa n 
university institution s an d a s fa r a s practicable , t o coordinat e th e mean s 
whereby thos e need s ma y b e met ; 

f. T o encourag e th e developmen t an d wide r us e o f Africa n languages ; 

g. T o organise , encourag e an d suppor t seminar s an d conference s betwee n 
African universit y teachers , administrators , an d othe r dealin g wit h 
problems o f highe r educatio n i n Africa . 

In orde r t o achiev e th e abov e aims , th e Associatio n ha s established : 

An INTERA F scholarshi p programm e fo r th e trainin g o f student s an d 
University staf f 

A Documentatio n an d Informatio n Centr e fo r th e collection , classificatio n 
and disseminatio n o f informatio n o n highe r educatio n an d researc h i n 
Africa 
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A numbe r o f conference s an d seminar s hav e bee n organise d t o improv e contact s 
among Africa n universit y staf f member s an d promot e inter-universit y 
cooperation. 

TRAINING PROGRAMME S O F THE AAU 

Inter-African Universitie s Scholarshi p Programm e (INTERAF ) 

Although Africa n Government s wer e determine d t o se e tha t th e trainin g o f 
personnel becam e effective , the y coul d no t suppor t al l th e variou s programme s 
involved. Thu s som e dono r agencie s wer e approac h t o hel p i n implementin g th e 
programme (whic h i s popularl y know n a s th e Inter-Africa n Universitie s 
Scholarship Programme , "INTERAF") . Thes e dono r agencie s were : Organisatio n 
of Africa n Unit y (OAU) ; U S Agenc y fo r Internationa l Developmen t (USAID) ; 
Canadian Internationa l Developmen t Agenc y (CIDA) ; Inter-Universit y Counci l 
for Highe r Educatio n o f th e Unite d Kingdo m (IUC) ; Germa n Academi c Exchang e 
Service (DAAD) ; and UNESCO . 

A programm e wa s designe d a t firs t t o provid e undergraduat e trainin g i n th e US , 
but late r on , i t becam e obviou s tha t i t woul d b e preferabl e t o trai n Africa n 
students i n thei r ow n environmen t a t leas t fo r thei r firs t degre e no t onl y becaus e 
this woul d reduc e cost s an d brain-drain , bu t als o becaus e th e course s woul d b e 
more relevant . Thu s b y 1967 , th e INTERA F Programm e wa s launche d an d th e 
AAU wa s mad e responsibl e fo r it s administration . Fro m 197 0 t o 1980 , ove r 200 0 
students wer e place d throug h th e Programm e i n differen t membe r universities . 

In 1978 , th e Vice-Chancellor s an d President s o f Africa n Universitie s decide d tha t 
a postgraduat e trainin g programm e fo r universit y staf f an d researc h fellow s 
should b e launche d a s a  secon d stag e o f th e INTERA F Programme . Thi s wa s 
prompted b y th e fac t tha t mos t Africa n universitie s wer e i n a n earl y stag e o f 
development an d depende d largel y o n expatriat e staf f -  a  situatio n neithe r 
possible no r desirabl e t o continue . 

The programm e was , likewise , referre d t o th e AA U fo r implementatio n whic h i t 
did alon g tw o lines : 

i. Offerin g scholarship s 

ii. Givin g stud y leaves , sabbaticals , et c t o academi c staf f member s i n 
African o r non-Africa n universities . 

Although th e undergraduat e programm e ha s no w bee n phase d out , th e followin g 
priority area s fo r staf f trainin g hav e bee n identified : 

Food an d agricultur e 

Science an d technolog y 

Medical scienc e 

Economics 

So fa r AA U ha s procure d donation s fo r awardin g scholarship s t o b e take n u p i n 
African membe r university . W e expec t t o rais e a t leas t 10 0 fo r th e firs t phas e 
of th e programme . Contact s an d submission s hav e alread y bee n mad e t o 
overseas universitie s an d result s ar e expecte d soon . 
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The programm e als o make s provision s fo r trainin g middl e leve l personnel , e g 
laboratory technician s an d librar y assistants , an d refugee s through : 

1. Regiona l trainin g centre s t o b e se t u p i n th e fou r mai n region s i n th e 
continent (Nort h Africa , Eas t an d Souther n Africa , Centra l an d Wes t 
Africa). Nuclei i institute s wil l b e modernise d wit h appropriat e 
equipment. 

2. Oversea s trainin g i s planne d i n case s wher e specialisatio n an d facilitie s 
are inadequate . 

FOOD AN D NUTRITION PROJEC T FOR AFRIC A (JOIN T AAU/UNU PROJECT ) 

It i s expecte d tha t EE C wil l fun d th e projec t i n th e framewor k o f Lom e I I 
Convention ($ 7 millio n i n fiv e years) . Th e firs t phas e ($1.5m ) i s envisage d t o 
start i n Ma y 1985 . Th e objectiv e o f thi s projec t i s t o strengthe n existin g foo d 
and nutritio n institute s b y wa y o f training , equipmen t an d literature . Stres s wil l 
be mad e i n th e firs t phas e o n post-harves t an d technolog y o f foo d preservation . 
(It i s estimate d tha t betwee n 35-40 % o f foo d i s los t a t thi s stage. ) Tw o studie s 
are planne d withi n thi s programme : 

Information o n "centres o f excellence " 

This i s t o complemen t th e programm e o f trainin g o f academi c staff . I t i s 
intended t o gathe r informatio n o n wher e suc h trainin g ca n bes t b e carrie d ou t i n 
Africa. 

Computer scienc e programm e 

The rol e o f computer s i n Universitie s i s gainin g importanc e everyday . A 
consultancy is , therefore , intende d t o surve y th e stat e o f th e ar t o f th e subjec t 
in th e membe r universitie s an d indicat e way s an d mean s o f cooperatio n an d 
development. 

STAFF EXCHANG E 

This i s als o believe d t o b e a  ver y importan t programme , sinc e throug h suc h 
exchange, researc h experienc e i s gaine d whil e contributin g t o teachin g o f 
courses fo r whic h staf f ar e i n shortage . 

OTHER PROGRAMME S 

Who-is-Who i n African Universitie s 

The preliminar y stag e wa s publishe d followin g th e 6t h Genera l Conference . Th e 
next stag e i s underway . A  country b y countr y lis t o f staf f o f Africa n universitie s 
including speciality , department , et c i s bein g compile d an d i s expecte d t o b e 
completed befor e th e en d o f 1985 . 

Directory o f Africa n Universitie s 

This include s al l th e basi c informatio n o n th e 8 6 membe r universitie s an d i s t o b e 
revised an d up-date d periodically . 
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