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SECTION 5  - HO W T O ATTRAC T 
THE BEE S 
Any prepare d hiv e mus t b e clean -  n o dirt , 
spiders, cobwebs o r insect s tha t migh t 
capture a  scout be e an d preven t i t returnin g 
to fetc h th e swarm . 

Catching a swarm with a bait 
hive 
Using bai t hive s to catc h swarm s i s a 
traditional par t o f rura l lif e i n muc h o f Africa . 
If a swarm i s looking for a  new hom e the n 
why no t provid e a  suitable containe r i n 
which a  nest ca n b e established ? 

Ideal situations fo r bai t hive s o r 'catche r 
boxes' ar e the sam e as those wher e a n 
apiary coul d b e se t up . I n some areas , 
swarms o f bee s fl y alon g the sam e rout e 
during the sam e seaso n eac h year . 

Many bai t hive s ma y b e a  long way f ro m 
villages and ar e liabl e to ge t damaged o r 
stolen. Therefore, t o minimiz e costs , boxes , 
baskets o r gourd s ca n b e used . 

If such simpl e equipmen t i s used then th e 
catcher bo x mus t b e inspected ever y fe w 
days as a new swar m quickl y build s com b 
and becomes established . I t i s then difficul t 
to transfe r i t int o a  more permanen t home . 

FIG. 50. A  catcher  box  or  nucleus  box with  top 
bars or frames  the  same size  as the hive  into 
which the bees  will be  transferred 

It costs mor e t o buil d a  proper catche r bo x 
which woul d hav e bar s f rom whic h th e bee s 
could buil d thei r comb . These bar s shoul d b e 
the sam e size as those t o b e found i n a 
permanent hiv e and this make s transfe r easy . 

A fe w smal l piece s o f empt y com b take n 
f rom a n established colon y an d stuc k i n th e 
catcher bo x increase s it s attractio n fo r a 
swarm. Rubbin g beeswa x and/o r certai n 
aromatic plant s o n th e insid e o f bai t hive s 
can also mak e the m mor e attractive . Lemo n 
grass, which contain s chemical s simila r t o th e 
markering pheromone s o f hone y bees , is on e 
such example . The residu e o f honey , wa x 
and propoli s afte r processin g - slumgu m -  i s 
also ver y good bait . 

Transferring a colony from a 
wild nest 
Wi ld colonie s ar e anothe r sourc e o f bees . In 
some case s the colon y ma y no t b e easil y 
accessible bu t i t i s essentia l tha t comb s ar e 
taken ou t wi thou t breakin g them. Thes e 
combs ar e then place d i n a  bee-proo f 
container an d brough t nea r t o th e ne w hive . 
Large areas o f broo d ar e carefull y removed , 
t r immed i f necessary an d tied int o th e 
frames o r ont o th e to p bar s o f th e ne w hive . 
Strips o f cloth , string o r plan t fibre s (e.g . 
strips o f drie d banan a stalk ) ca n b e use d t o 
hold the broo d i n place . 

When th e comb s have  been removed , th e 
bees stil l i n the nes t are smoke d s o tha t the y 
walk (no t fly ) out . Th e quee n i s probably stil l 
amongst the m s o muc h car e mus t b e taken. 
They wil l cluste r outsid e th e nes t entranc e 
so tha t i f the frame s wi t h tied-i n com b ar e 
placed clos e b y they wil l wal k ove r th e 
comb. Whe n mos t hav e done s o plac e th e 
comb, covere d wit h bees , into th e hiv e 
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FIG. 5 Í. (A),  Colony in a tree is  smoked while 
wood on  each side is cut away  to  give access to 
the nest;  (B), Wired empty  frame,  or  even just a 
top bar,  with a  piece of brood  comb tied  in 
place; (C),  Comb is  fixed above  the cluster  of 
bees; (D), The  colony is transferred to  the  hive 
and all  the holes  and entrances  to  the  nest 
closed up with  rags,  sacking or newspapers. 
(After Bianco  1985) 

FIG. 52. The  use of paper  clips  with an  inside 
measurement of  4mm as  temporary queen 
includers. (After  Clauss  1991) 

Beekeeping as  a  business  -  Richar d Jone s 

brood box . I f possible, place a frame o r tw o 
wi th hone y com b i n th e bo x a s well. Rac e 
the bo x clos e t o th e previou s nes t site s o 
that foraging bee s wil l retur n t o it , but clos e 
the entranc e t o th e origina l nes t securely . 

The bes t t im e t o d o thi s tas k i s shortl y 
before sunset . I f you ca n recognize th e 
queen the n i t i s bes t t o captur e he r i n a 
matchbox an d introduc e he r t o th e hiv e 
when th e res t o f th e transfe r i s complete . 
She should b e placed close t o th e brood . 

If there i s littl e broo d an d n o foo d th e quee n 
may be tempted t o fl y awa y (abscond ) takin g 
the colon y wit h her . To preven t this , the hiv e 
entrance ca n b e reduce d to preven t th e 
queen passin g through. A simpl e metho d o f 
doing this i s to us e a  4 m m (3/16  inch ) pape r 
clip hel d i n positio n wi t h sof t wa x (coffe e 
wire wi t h a  similar-sized mes h i s also 
effective). This i s only a  temporary measur e 
and shoul d no t b e i n place for mor e tha n a 
few days . I f the bee s ar e unhapp y the y wil l fl y 
off an d cluste r nearby . However , a s thei r 
queen canno t go wit h the m the y wil l retur n 
to th e hive . The bee s wil l have  accepte d 
their ne w hom e whe n worker s retur n 
carrying pollen . 
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Basic managemen t 
Once th e hiv e i s occupied an d the bee s ar e 
busy, then th e followin g simpl e guideline s 
need to b e remembered : 

Do no t stan d i n the fligh t pat h o f th e 
bees. 

W o r k quietl y wi thou t excessiv e talkin g o r 
drumming noises . 

W o r k quickl y bu t smoothly . Remov e li d 
carefully an d puf f smok e gentl y aroun d th e 
entrance o f th e hive . 

Remove a  few empt y bar s to creat e a  gap 
at on e en d o f th e hive . This shoul d no t 
disturb th e bees . Thereafter, remov e on e 
bar a t a  time. Smok e th e gap gently an d 
hold th e ba r verticall y s o a s not t o brea k 
off the comb . 

Keep th e bar s i n the sam e orde r an d t r y 
not t o squas h an y bee s when replacin g 
them i n the hive . Squashed bee s releas e a 
smell (alar m pheromone ) tha t set s othe r 
bees o n th e attack . 

Do no t visi t th e hiv e i n the war m par t o f 
the da y - abou t si x o'cloc k i n the evenin g 
is a good time . 

Do no t t r y an d work wi t h to o man y hive s 
at an y one t ime . Certainly fo r no t mor e 
than 4 5 minute s i n a n apiary a s bees f ro m 
the firs t hiv e worked o n wil l becom e 
agitated an d attac k whic h wil l lea d t o 
further commotio n amongs t al l the bees . 

Always wea r ligh t coloure d clothes . Ideall y 
protective clothin g shoul d b e worn , 
especially a  veil t o protec t th e eye s an d 
face. 

Make sur e th e to p bar s ar e pushe d 
together a s they ar e replaced , so that n o 
gap exists . Finally,  gently replac e th e li d o n 
the hive . 
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FIG. 53. Opening and working with a top-bar 
hive. 

» Always kee p th e gras s cu t an d th e are a 
around th e hive s tidy . 

True beekeepin g onl y take s plac e when ther e 
is some understandin g o f th e be e an d it s 
ways s o tha t prediction s ca n b e mad e abou t 
behaviour an d managemen t technique s 
developed. 

Beekeeping ca n b e lucrativ e bu t i t i s 
important tha t th e leve l o f technolog y use d 
fits i n wi th th e loca l cultur e an d loca l 
knowledge. I t should b e achieved naturall y 
and no t throug h pressure . The technolog y 
required is , in comparison wit h othe r 
branches o f agriculture , very simpl e an d 
quite cheap . I n mos t case s i t ca n b e 
generated locally . The mai n limitin g factor i s 
a human on e -  lac k o f knowledge . This ca n 
be remedie d b y educatio n an d the sharin g o f 
information. 
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