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SECTION 8- OTHE R HIVE PRODUCT S 
Honey an d beeswa x hav e bee n the mai n 
harvest f rom beekeepin g and remain th e 
mainstay o f the activity . However , ther e ar e 
other hiv e product s whic h ca n provid e a n 
income. 

Pollen 
Beekeepers nee d n o specifi c skill s t o harves t 
pollen providin g there is a  plentiful supply . 
Pollen collection i s more successfu l i n dr y 
areas a s humidity increase s th e dange r o f 
contamination o f collecte d polle n wi t h 
moulds (fungi) . 

The compositio n o f polle n varie s accordin g 
to th e plan t source . As i t i s collected b y th e 
bees, they moiste n i t wi t h a  little hone y o r 
nectar whe n packin g i t int o polle n load s o n 
their hin d legs . In this wa y i t gains som e 
antibiotic properties . Unlik e honey , pollen i s 
not store d i n the hiv e i n quantities greatl y i n 
excess o f the colony' s needs . I t ca n b e 

FIG. 88. As  a bee flies from flower  to  flower  she 
fertilizes (pollinates)  the  plants. 

FIG. 89. The  bee puts pollen  in  the baskets  on 
her hind  legs  (see fig. 21).  This  pollen can be 
collected at the  hive  entrance in a  pollen trap. 

harvested b y fitting a  pollen trap acros s th e 
hive entrance. This i s a restriction whic h 
knocks of f the polle n load s a s the bee s 
scramble through . 

The tra p consist s o f a  grid whic h ca n b e 
made f rom 5  m m (3/16 inch) wir e mes h unde r 
which ther e i s a pollen-collection tra y 
covered b y a  finer mes h (4. 2 mm , inch ) t o 
prevent th e bee s getting to th e fallen polle n 
pellets. The f loo r o f th e polle n tra y mus t b e 
designed s o tha t an y water ca n escape an d 
air circulate s t o preven t deterioratio n o f th e 
product. Fo r th e sam e reason s i t need s to b e 
checked an d emptie d frequently . The bee s 
need polle n store s t o fee d thei r broo d s o 
traps shoul d b e remove d a t regula r interval s 
otherwise th e colon y wil l b e shor t o f food . 

FIG. 90. Pollen  trap. Commercially-produced 
pollen trap  that  fits  in  front  of  the hive  entrance. 
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FIG. 92. Pollen  that has  been collected at the 
hive entrance. 

unsubstantiated medica l claim s o r usin g 
suggestive label s and description s t o marke t 
pollen i s wrong, untruthfu l an d unethical . I t 
must b e totall y avoided . 

The nutritiona l benefit s o f polle n shoul d b e 
of interes t t o al l those wh o hav e an 
unbalanced o r deficien t d ie t However , ther e 
is a problem i n incorporatin g polle n int o 
food an d that i s that i t ca n aggravate th e 
widespread allergie s tha t there ar e to th e 
substance. 

FIG. 91. Diagram  of  a  pollen trap. 

Air-dried polle n ca n be kep t a t a  coo l 
temperature fo r a  short perio d bu t i t can b e 
difficult t o store , soon absorbin g moisture , 
coagulating and fermenting . 

Bee polle n i s bought b y traders wh o ma y 
prefer polle n tha t i s yellow o r orang e a s i t i s 
said to hav e a  better flavou r tha n dar k 
pollen. 

There ar e man y claim s mad e fo r th e effect s 
and benefit s o f polle n whic h i s used i n 
traditional medicine s an d food supplements . 
However, on e shoul d b e aware tha t th e 
majority o f report s ar e no t f ro m specifi c 
studies bu t f ro m persona l experience s 
unsupported b y analytic evidence . 

Claims includ e improve d physica l 
performance, increase d vitalit y an d appetite , 
reduction o f hig h bloo d pressure , curing o f 
colds an d acne. There i s some scientifi c 
evidence tha t show s polle n t o b e effective i n 
treating prostat e cancer . However , makin g 
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Finally, pollen collectio n b y bees an d 
subsequent analysi s i s used as a method o f 
monitoring environmenta l pollution . Thi s 
may no t b e o f great significanc e t o th e rura l 
beekeeper bu t i t doe s sho w tha t polle n ca n 
contain contaminant s an d therefore pollen , 
o r an y hiv e product , shoul d no t b e collecte d 
in heavil y industrialize d area s o r wher e crop s 
have bee n spraye d wi t h pesticides . 

Propolis 
This i s resin tha t hone y bee s collec t fro m 
living plants an d us e alone, or wit h beeswax , 
in th e constructio n o r modificatio n o f thei r 
nests. However , beekeeper s harvestin g 
propolis shoul d b e aware tha t occasionall y 
other substance s suc h a s paint o r ta r ma y b e 
collected. 

Propolis i s sticky an d sof t whe n war m bu t 
hard an d brittl e whe n cold . I t i s entirel y 
plastic betwee n 25° C an d 45°C (77° F an d 
113°F). I t ha s been found tha t pure r propoli s 
is deposited a t the to p o f the hiv e than o n 
the hiv e floor . Beekeeper s ca n use this t o 
advantage b y placing a sheet wi th slot s o r 
holes smalle r than th e be e space at the to p 
of th e hiv e o r dow n th e side . The bee s wil l 
consider thi s the boundar y o f the nes t an d 
will procee d t o clos e th e hole s wit h propolis . 

The propoli s ca n then b e harveste d b y 
scraping i t of f or , i f available, placing th e 
complete shee t i n a  freezer fo r 2 4 hours . 

FIG. 93. Propolis  is the substance  used by bees 
to seal  the gaps around  the  edges  of the hive  or 
frames. It  is  used to fill  any  gap smaller  than  a 
bee space. 

The britt l e propoli s wil l the n fractur e off . 
Flakes and piece s o f propoli s ca n b e store d 
in the dar k i n airtigh t container s awa y fro m 
excessive heat . A simpl e purit y tes t i s t o 
crunch u p a  sample an d shak e i t wit h som e 
warm wate r i n a glass jar . Any wast e materia l 
present wil l f loa t t o th e surface . 

Propolis i s bough t an d sol d b y specialis t 
traders. Traditionally, i t i s used fo r 
waterproofing, stopping leaks , an adhesive , 
drum-tuning, bow-strin g preparatio n an d i n 
herbal medicines . I t ca n also be used as bai t 
in catcher-boxe s t o tra p swarms . 

Generally speaking , most use s requir e i t t o 
be i n liqui d form. I t therefore ha s to b e 
dissolved. The mos t commo n solven t fo r 
food, medica l an d cosmetic application s i s 
ethanol (ethy l alcohol) . Fo r home-mad e 
extracts i t i s possible t o us e gin, vodka, ru m 
or whisk y a s the solvent . Eve n wate r 
extracts sho w som e o f th e bactericida l an d 
fungicidal effects , and wound-healin g 
properties associate d with thi s product . 

However, extractio n need s a  great dea l o f 
care and som e practise d skill s i n orde r t o 
obtain a  standardized and quantifiabl e 
product wi t h som e degre e o f qualit y control . 
Propolis extrac t ha s severa l use s as a food 
preservative, anti-funga l additive , ingredien t 
of cosmetic s an d a s a medicine. However , 
care should b e taken whe n marketin g th e 
product no t t o mak e unsubstantiate d claim s 
or t o presen t hearsa y as fact . 

More specialist hive products 
Other hiv e products ar e roya l jelly , bee 
venom an d be e brood . However , thes e ca n 
be very specialis t area s which ar e bes t lef t t o 
the beekeepe r wh o i s already extractin g th e 
maximum profi t f ro m th e colonie s i n th e 
products alread y discusse d an d has , through 
practice an d experience , developed skill s t o 
a high level . 
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