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SECTION 9 - AN EXPLANATION OF
COMMON BEEKEEPING TERMS
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Abdomen The hind (back) part of a bee (or any insect).
Absconding Absconding occurs when all adult honey bees leave

Adulteration

the hive or nest.

To add a substance to another and so destroy the
quality of the original. For example to add candle wax
to beeswax and sell as beeswax, or to add sugar or
corn syrup to honey.

Agroforestry The use of both trees and agricultural production on
the same piece of land to encourage economic and
ecological benefits.

Alighting board A landing board for the bees at the hive entrance.

Alimentary canal

Antenna (plural antennae)

The digestive tract or gut.

Sensory organ found in pairs (two's) on the head of a
bee (and other insects). The antennae are sensitive to
touch, taste and smell.

Anther The part of a flower's stamen that produces pollen.
The male part of the flower.

Apiary The location of a number of honey bee colonies.

Apiculture The science and art of bees and beekeeping.

Apis The genus to which honey bees belong.

Bait hive An empty hive placed so that it will be occupied by a

swarm of bees.
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Cross-pollination

Crown board

Cut-comb honey

Dadant hive

Dance

Desertification

Drone

Drone congregation area

Extractor

Feeder

Fixed-comb hive

Food transfer

Forage

Forager

Foundation

The transfer of pollen between flowers of different
plants of the same species. Plants that are not self-
fertile must be cross-pollinated before they can
develop seeds. Many crops depend upon cross-
pollination by insects.

A name given to the inner cover of a hive — placed on
the top box of the hive to act as a ceiling for the bees.
It is covered by the roof.

Pieces of comb containing honey and presented for
sale in this way. Honey which has not been extracted.

A design of American, single wall, frame hive.

Woaggle dance and round dance - methods by which
bees communicate the location of suitable forage to
other workers.

Decline in the productivity of land until is it
biologically useless.

A male honey bee. Drones undertake no work within
the hive: their sole function is to fertilize the queen.

Drones and virgin queens fly to specific areas to mate
— these are known as drone congregation areas.

The centrifugal machine in which honey is spun out of
cells within comb.

A device for giving food in the form of sugar syrup to
honey bees.

A hive in which bees build their nests with the combs
attached to the wall of the hive, and therefore fixed.

Worker honey bees give to, and receive from other
workers substances from the honey sac or honey
stomach. It is thought to be another form of
communication.

Flowering plants which provide nectar and/or pollen
for bees.

A worker honey bee that collects pollen, nectar,
water or propolis for the colony.

A thin sheet of beeswax usually embossed with the
hexagonal pattern of comb placed in each wooden
frame where it serves as a base upon which honey
bees build their comb.
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Mandible

Manipulation

Mead
Meliponinae

Migration

Migratory beekeeping

Mites

Movable-frame hive

Nasonov pheromone

Nectar

Nectaries

Nest

NGO

Nucleus

Pacifier

Package bees

Pesticide

Pheromone

The jaw of an insect.

The skilled management of a hive by the movement,
addition or removal of combs at certain points in the
development of the colony.

An alcoholic drink made from fermentation of honey.
The sub-family to which all stingless bees belong.

Seasonal movements of whole honey bee colonies,
leaving no brood behind in the nest.

Beekeepers moving colonies of honey bees in hives to
take advantage of honey flows in other areas.

These are not insects but are more closely related to
spiders having eight legs. There are some mites that
live on or in bees and spread disease.

A hive containing frames.

A substance produced by a bee’s Nasonov gland to
attract other bees.

A sweet liquid secreted by flowers, a watery solution
of various sugars.

The glands within plants that produce nectar.

The place where the comb or combs of a bee colony
are sited.

Non-governmental organization, usually a non-profit
group working for development.

A small colony of bees created by a beekeeper from
an existing colony or colonies.

A substance used to calm bees.

Supplies of bees produced for sale. Sold by weight,
including a caged queen but without combs. Supplied
in a box with wire mesh forming two sides.

A chemical formulation that is designed to increase
the yield of crops by attacking pests which damage
that crop. Often these are not selective and kill
beneficial insects as well.

A chemical substance produced by a bee (or any
animal) to convey a precise message to another of the
same species.
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Sustainable beekeeping

Sustainable development

Swarming

Top-bar hive

Traditional beekeeping

Transitional hive

Venom
Wax moths
Worker bees

Beekeeping to benefit humans while also ensuring the
safe conservation of the bees and their habitat.

Improvement which will continue supporting life in
the future.

When a honey bee colony becomes large enough to
divide into two, swarming takes place.

A low-technology hive in which the bees are
encouraged to build their combs suspended from bars
placed across the top of the hive.

Beekeeping methods which were already in use prior
to the invention of modern frame hives. Many
traditional methods are highly skilled and in use today.

A term sometimes used for top-bar hives referring to
them as mid-level technology between traditional
beekeeping (low-technology) and frame-hive
beekeeping (high-technology).

The poison of a bee’s sting.
Species of moths which destroy combs.

Female honey bees that make up the bulk of the
colony and undertake all the work of the colony
except for mating and egg-laying. Workers are sterile
females.
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