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SECTION 9 - A N EXPLANATIO N O F 
COMMON BEEKEEPIN G TERM S 

Abdomen 

Absconding 

Adulteration 

Agroforestry 

Alighting board 

Alimentary cana l 

Antenna (plura l antennae ) 

Anther 

Apiary 

Apiculture 

Apis 

Bait hive 

The hind (back) part of a bee (or any insect). 

Absconding occurs when all adult honey bees leave 
the hive or nes t 

To add a substance to another and so destroy the 
quality of the original. For example to add candle wax 
to beeswa x and sell as beeswax, or to add sugar or 
corn syrup to honey . 

The use of both trees and agricultural production on 
the same piece of land to encourage economic and 
ecological benefits. 

A landing board for the bees at the hive entrance. 

The digestive tract or gut. 

Sensory organ found in pairs (two's) on the head of a 
bee (and other insects) . The antennae are sensitive to 
touch, taste and smell. 

The part of a flower's stamen that produces pollen. 
The male part of the flower. 

The location of a number of honey bee colonies. 

The science and art of bees and beekeeping. 

The genus to which honey bees belong. 

An empty hive placed so that i t will be occupied by a 
swarm of bees. S
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Bark hive 

Bee 

Bee brea d 

Bee mil k 

Bee space 

Beeswax 

Bio-diversity 

Brace com b 

Brood 

Brood nes t 

Cappings 

Catcher bo x 

Cell 

Chunk hone y 

Colony 

Comb 

Corbicula 

Creosote 

A hiv e made from the bark of trees. 

An insect belonging to the superfamily Apoidea. Over 
25,000 species of bees have been described. 

The name given to pollen stored in the comb - usuall y 
around the edges of the brood. It has some honey and 
moisture added to i t during collection. 

A liqui d produced by worker bee s and fed to larvae. 

A gap large enough for bees to walk and work, for 
example, the space between two paralle l combs or 
between a comb and the wall of the hive. 

Wax produced by honey bees and used to buil d 
comb. 

The number of species (plant and animal) in any given 
area. 

Also known as burr comb. Comb that links combs 
together or t o the side of the hive. Usually buil t when 
the bee space is too big. 

All stages of immature honey bees; eggs, larvae and 
pupae. 

The area of the colony where brood is being reared. 

The almost pure white wax used to seal cells. 

See Bait hive. 

A single hexagonal wax compartment, the basic unit 
of comb. Each honey bee develops within a single cell, 
and honey and pollen are stored within cells. 

Natural comb honey that is placed in glass jars that 
are then filled with liquid honey. 

Honey bees are social insects. Each honey bee can 
only live as part of a colony and not individually. Each 
colony of honey bees contains one queen bee who is 
the female parent of the colony, a few hundred drone 
bees (males) and thousands of worker bees. 

The wax structure made of hexagonal (six-sided) cells 
in which honey bees rear young and store food. 

See Pollen basket 

Colourless oil y fluid distilled from wood-tar used as a 
wood preservative. 
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Cross-pollination 

C r o w n boar d 

C u t - c o m b hone y 

Dadant hiv e 

Dance 

Desert i f icat ion 

D r o n e 

Drone congregatio n are a 

Extractor 

Feeder 

Fixed-comb hiv e 

Food transfe r 

Forage 

Forager 

Foundation 

The transfe r o f polle n betwee n flower s o f differen t 
plants o f th e sam e species . Plants tha t ar e no t self -
fertile mus t b e cross-pollinate d befor e the y ca n 
develop seeds . Many crop s depen d upo n cross -
pollination b y insects . 

A nam e given to th e inne r cove r o f a  hive - place d o n 
the top bo x o f the hiv e to ac t a s a ceiling for th e bees . 
It i s covered b y the roof . 

Pieces o f com b containin g hone y an d presented fo r 
sale in thi s way . Hone y whic h ha s no t bee n extracted . 

A desig n o f American , single wall , frame hive . 

Waggle danc e and roun d danc e method s b y whic h 
bees communicat e th e locatio n o f suitabl e forage t o 
other workers . 

Decline i n the productivit y o f lan d unti l i s i t 
biologically useless . 

A mal e hone y bee . Drones undertak e n o wor k withi n 
the hive : their sol e function i s to fertiliz e th e queen . 

Drones an d virgin queen s fl y t o specifi c area s to mat e 
- thes e ar e know n a s drone congregatio n areas . 

The centrifuga l machin e i n which hone y i s spun out o f 
cells withi n comb . 

A devic e fo r givin g food i n the for m o f suga r syrup t o 
honey bees . 

A hiv e in which bee s buil d thei r nest s wi th th e comb s 
attached t o th e wal l o f th e hive , and therefore fixed . 

Worker hone y bee s give to , and receiv e from othe r 
workers substance s fro m th e hone y sa c or hone y 
stomach. I t i s thought t o b e anothe r for m o f 
communication. 

Flowering plants whic h provid e necta r and/o r polle n 
for bees . 

A worke r hone y be e tha t collect s pollen , nectar , 
water o r propoli s fo r th e colony . 

A thi n shee t o f beeswa x usuall y embosse d wit h th e 
hexagonal patter n o f com b place d i n eac h woode n 
frame wher e i t serve s a s a base upon which hone y 
bees buil d thei r comb . 
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Frame 

Frame hiv e 

Granulated hone y 

Guard bee s 

Herbicide 

Hive 

Hive too l 

Honey 

Honey bee s 

Honey huntin g 

Honeydew 

Insecticide 

Kenya top-bar hiv e 

Langstroth hive 

Life cycle 

Low-technology hiv e 

Lug 

A wooden rectangula r frame that holds a sheet of 
wax foundation. A numbe r of frames hang parallel to 
one another insid e the hive. 

A hiv e which contains frames. The honey bees are 
encouraged to buil d their comb within these frames. 
The frames then enable combs to be lifted from the 
hive for examination. 

Honey in which sugar crystals have formed. 

Bees that stand at the colony entrance facing outward, 
front legs raised and pass their antennae over bees 
entering the hive. They attack other insects , wasps 
and strange bees. 

A chemica l formulation that is designed to help 
increase crop yields by selectively killing weeds and 
other unwanted growth. Can be poisonous to bees. 

Any container provide d by humans for bees to nest in. 

A simple tool used to open hives, remove frames and 
scrape off wax and propolis. 

Nectar o r plan t sap ingested by bees, concentrated by 
them and stored in combs. 

Species of bees belonging to the genus Apis. 

Plundering wild bee colonies for thei r honey. 

Insects such as aphids feed on large quantities of plant 
sap which they excrete almost unchanged. This sap 
collects on the leaves of plants and if collected by 
honey bees is know as honeydew. 

See Pesticide. 

A desig n of top-bar hive with sloping sides. 

A design of frame hive. The inventor, the Rev L 
Langstroth recognized the importance of bee space 
and this allowed him to design the movable-frame 
hive. 

The four stages a bee passes through: egg - larv a -
pupa - adul t bee. 

A hiv e which is simple, cheap, reliable, mendable. 

A projectio n at the end of the top bar of a frame. This 
rests on a runner and so suspends the frame in the 
hive. 
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Mandible 

Manipulation 

Mead 

Meliponinae 

Migrat ion 

Migratory beekeepin g 

Mites 

Movable- f rame hiv e 

Nasonov p h e r o m o n e 

Nectar 

Nectaries 

Nest 

N G O 

Nucleus 

Pacifier 

Package bee s 

Pesticide 

Pheromone 

The ja w o f an insect . 

The skille d managemen t o f a  hive b y the movement , 
addition o r remova l o f comb s a t certai n point s i n th e 
development o f th e colony . 

An alcoholi c drin k mad e f rom fermentatio n o f honey . 

The sub-famil y t o whic h al l stingles s bee s belong . 

Seasonal movement s o f whol e hone y be e colonies , 
leaving no broo d behin d i n the nes t 

Beekeepers movin g colonie s o f hone y bee s i n hive s t o 
take advantage o f hone y flow s i n othe r areas . 

These ar e no t insect s bu t ar e mor e closel y relate d t o 
spiders havin g eight legs . There ar e som e mite s tha t 
live o n o r i n bee s and sprea d disease . 

A hiv e containin g frames . 

A substanc e produce d b y a  bee's Nasono v glan d t o 
attract othe r bees . 

A swee t liqui d secrete d b y flowers, a  watery solutio n 
of variou s sugars . 

The glands within plant s tha t produc e nectar . 

The plac e wher e th e com b o r comb s o f a  bee colon y 
are sited . 

Non-governmental organization , usuall y a  non-profi t 
group workin g fo r development . 

A smal l colony o f bee s create d b y a  beekeeper fro m 
an existing colony o r colonies . 

A substanc e use d to cal m bees . 

Supplies o f bee s produce d fo r sale . Sold b y weight , 
including a  caged quee n bu t wi thout combs . Supplie d 
in a  box wi t h wir e mes h forming tw o sides . 

A chemica l formulation tha t i s designed t o increas e 
the yiel d o f crop s b y attackin g pest s whic h damag e 
that crop . Ofte n thes e ar e no t selectiv e an d kil l 
beneficial insect s a s well . 

A chemica l substanc e produce d b y a  bee (o r an y 
animal) t o conve y a  precise messag e t o anothe r o f th e 
same species . 
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Pollen 

Pollen baske t 

Pollen t ra p 

Pollination 

Proboscis 

Protective clothin g 

Q u e e n 

Q u e e n exclude r 

Ref ractometer 

Royal jelly 

Scout bee s 

S m o k e r 

Smoker fue l 

Solar wa x extracto r 

S tamen 

St igma 

Super 

The fin e dust-lik e substance s whic h ar e th e mal e 
reproductive cell s o f f lowering plants . Collected b y 
bees a s a source o f protein . 

Areas o f stif f hair s o n th e hin d leg s o f worke r hone y 
bees where the y carr y pollen . 

A devic e fo r harvestin g pollen f rom be e hives . 

The transfe r o f polle n f ro m th e anthe r o f a  f lower t o 
the stigm a o f that o f anothe r flower . 

The mout h part s o f an insect . 

Body protectio n f ro m stings . 

The femal e paren t o f th e colony , the onl y sexuall y 
developed female . 

A sheet , usuall y o f metal , wi th hole s tha t permi t onl y 
workers t o pas s through, thus excludin g the queen . I t 
is placed betwee n th e broo d bo x an d the supe r t o 
prevent egg s being laid i n the hone y storag e area . 

An instrumen t whic h ca n b e use d to measur e th e 
refractive inde x o f hone y (fro m thi s th e suga r 
concentration o f the hone y ca n b e calculated) . 

Glandular secretion s o f worker hone y bee s mixe d 
with som e regurgitate d carbohydrate s an d fed t o 
developing bees . 

Worker hone y bee s that ar e responsibl e fo r locatin g 
new source s o f forage , or a  new hom e fo r a  swarm. 

A devic e for generatin g smoke t o subdu e bees . Ofte n 
made fro m a  metal ca n with bellow s attached . 

Material whic h ca n b e burn t i n the smoker , ideall y t o 
produce coo l smok e ove r a  long period . 

A piec e o f equipmen t i n which th e sun' s hea t i s use d 
to produc e clea n wax f ro m use d comb s an d od d 
scraps f rom th e apiary . 

The mal e reproductiv e orga n o f a  flower. I t consists o f 
a stalk o n th e en d o f which i s the anther . 

The receptiv e par t o f the femal e reproductiv e orga n 
of a  f lower whic h receive s th e pollen . 

Any hiv e bo x place d abov e the broo d nest . Usuall y 
contains comb s i n which bee s wil l stor e honey . 
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Sustainable beekeepin g 

Sustainable deve lopmen t 

Swarming 

Top-bar hiv e 

Traditional beekeepin g 

Transitional hiv e 

V e n o m 

W a x moth s 

W o r k e r bee s 

Beekeeping to benefi t human s whil e als o ensurin g th e 
safe conservation o f th e bee s an d thei r habitat . 

Improvement whic h wil l continu e supportin g lif e i n 
the future . 

When a  honey be e colon y become s larg e enough t o 
divide int o two , swarmin g takes place . 

A low-technolog y hiv e i n which th e bee s ar e 
encouraged t o buil d thei r comb s suspende d fro m bar s 
placed acros s th e to p o f th e hive . 

Beekeeping method s whic h wer e alread y i n us e prio r 
to th e inventio n o f moder n fram e hives . Man y 
traditional method s ar e highl y skille d an d i n us e today . 

A ter m sometime s use d for top-ba r hive s referrin g t o 
them a s mid-level technolog y betwee n traditiona l 
beekeeping (low-technology ) an d frame-hiv e 
beekeeping (high-technology) . 

The poiso n o f a  bee s sting. 

Species o f moth s whic h destro y combs . 

Female hone y bee s tha t mak e u p th e bul k o f th e 
colony an d undertake al l the wo r k o f th e colon y 
except fo r matin g and egg-laying . Workers ar e steril e 
females. 
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