
P R E F A C E 

This stud y ha s it s origin s i n th e Commonwealt h La w 
Ministers' Meetin g i n Winnipe g i n 1977 . There , Law Minister s 
expressed concer n a t increasin g delay s ove r a  broad fron t i n th e 
administration o f justice . I n thei r deliberation s the y canvasse d 
a wid e rang e o f approaches , includin g lega l advic e an d counsellin g 
which the y sa w a s havin g th e potential , i f mad e availabl e a t a n 
early stage , t o resolv e dispute s befor e the y reache d court . Th e 
field o f Famil y La w i n particula r offere d potentia l fo r greate r 
use t o be made o f specia l court s an d procedures , includin g 
conciliation. A s a  consequenc e o f th e discussions , thi s stud y 
was commissione d b y th e Commonwealt h Secretariat . 

The autho r wa s chose n i n th e ligh t o f he r wid e 
experience i n th e fiel d o f Famil y Law . A s Co-ordinato r o f th e 
Family Cour t Projec t i n Jamaic a he r wor k wa s largel y instrumenta l 
in th e establishmen t ther e o f th e Famil y Cour t System , whic h 
arose directl y fro m th e realisatio n o f th e limitation s o f th e 
existing juvenil e court s syste m whic h tende d t o trea t th e proble m 
of juvenile s i n isolatio n fro m th e famil y setting . 

This stud y bring s togethe r th e experienc e i n a  sampl e 
of Commonwealt h jurisdiction s selecte d t o illustrat e differin g 
aspects o f th e Commonwealt h experience . 

We ar e mos t gratefu l t o Mrs Cumpe r fo r undertakin g 
this work , an d t o th e man y person s i n th e jurisdiction s discusse d 
who provide d muc h o f th e materia l an d responde d s o readil y t o 
requests fo r assistance . 

Legal Divisio n 
Commonwealth Secretaria t 

May 198 4 

iii 


	Preface



