
Foreword b y Mrs . Florence Mugasha , Commonwealt h Deput y Secretar y Genera l 
The Commonwealth recognise s the importan t rol e of nationa l huma n right s institutions in 
protecting an d promotin g human right s a t the nationa l level . Over the pas t 2 0 years, a 
large number o f Commonwealth membe r countrie s have established suc h nationa l 
institutions fo r th e promotion o f public awareness abou t huma n rights,  and th e protectio n 
of citizens ' right s generally . 

The Commonwealth Secretariat' s firs t contributio n toward s institutiona l developmen t o f 
national institution s was the 'Bes t Practice ' o n NHRls , developed o n th e Pari s Principle s 
and no w accepte d an d use d widel y i n the Commonwealth an d elsewher e i n relation t o 
the process o f establishment an d operatio n o f national huma n right s bodies. We have 
continued t o attach grea t importanc e t o the work o f NHRls , and w e have devoted ou r 
efforts t o assist i n the establishment o f strong and independen t nationa l institutions , an d 
to support nationa l institution s t o effectively carr y ou t thei r mandate . 

There are over 6 0 such nationa l an d regiona l institution s i n the Commonwealth a t 
present, eac h wit h varying mandates , shape s and forms , ofte n correspondin g t o the size, 
resources and perceive d imperative s an d prioritie s o f a  country. Some dea l only with 
human right s issues ; others combine a  number o f functions includin g oversigh t ove r th e 
public sector an d administrativ e decisions , community an d rac e relations ; while other s 
have fe w power s beyond thos e o f a  traditional ombudsman . 

This publication i s the outcome o f a  reques t tha t emanate d fro m a  major gatherin g of 
Commonwealth nationa l huma n right s institutions i n London i n Februar y thi s year, to 
produce a  comparative stud y o n th e various model s o f nationa l huma n right s bodies an d 
mechanisms. I t is evident fro m th e study tha t the existing nationa l institution s vary in 
their mandates , structures , functions , an d degre e o f independence . 

I welcome th e publication o f the 'Stud y on Commonwealt h Nationa l Huma n Right s 
Institutions'. The objective behin d thi s work i s to highlight the good practice s o f the 
various model s i n place. I  hope tha t th e various comparative model s and experience s a s 
brought out  i n this study would b e foun d usefu l b y governments an d nationa l institutions , 
and the y ca n dra w o n th e experiences an d bes t practice s o f the more established an d 
effective NHRls , in their ow n endeavour s t o advance huma n right s at the nationa l level . 

Florence Mugash a 
Commonwealth Deput y Secretary Genera l 
London, November 200 7 
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