
INTRODUCTION 

Since 197 7 th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t ha s provide d th e 
meetings o f Commonwealt h Healt h Minister s an d Commonwealt h La w 
Ministers wit h survey s o f Commonwealt h experienc e regardin g 
reproductive healt h law . Th e 197 7 meeting s receive d th e Report , 
Three Studie s o f Abortio n Law s i n th e Commonwealt h an d th e 198 3 
meetings receive d a n analysi s o f Emergin g Issue s i n Commonwealt h 
Abort i on Law s , 1982 . Th e latte r repor t expande d upo n th e 
initial them e o f abortio n t o addres s contraception , menstrua l 
therapies, health personne l an d relevan t issue s i n constitutiona l 
and internationa l huma n right s law . Thes e report s wer e als o 
made availabl e t o Minister s Responsibl e fo r Women' s Affairs . 

The presen t Report , designe d fo r th e 198 6 Meeting s o f 
Commonwealth Minister s addresse s genera l issue s i n Commonwealt h 
reproductive healt h law . A n initia l overvie w o f reproductiv e 
health service s include s consideratio n o f materna l an d chil d 
mortality an d thei r impac t o n famil y life . Succeedin g chapter s 
address a variety o f legal aspect s o f contraception, sterilizatio n 
and abortion . Havin g considere d lega l aspect s o f fertilit y 
control, th e Repor t continue s b y addressin g lega l aspect s o f 
responses t o infertility . Th e concludin g chapte r discusse s 
some consequence s o f th e Conventio n o n th e Eliminatio n o f Al l 
Forms o f Discriminatio n Agains t Women . 

Prominent issue s i n contraceptio n includ e th e Hous e o f 
Lords' decisio n o n adolescen t acces s t o contraceptiv e service s 
in th e widel y discusse d Englis h Gi11ic k case , an d lega l aspect s 
of newe r form s o f contraception , incudin g "  contragestives". 
Sterilization issue s include discussion of the growing Commonwealt h 
case la w o n lega l consequence s o f sterilizatio n failure , i n 
"wrongful conception " an d "wrongfu l birth " claims . Abortio n 
issues includ e ne w legislatio n i n Barbados , Bermuda , Ghan a an d 
Montserrat an d litigatio n in , for instance , Canada an d Australia . 

Infertility i s a  growin g proble m i n al l part s o f th e 
Commonwealth. Cause s o f infertilit y ar e discussed , followe d b y 
consideration o f legislatio n an d proposal s fo r legislatio n o n 
human artificia l reproduction . Thi s concern s th e technique s o f 
artificial insemination , i n vitr o ("tes t tube" ) fertilizatio n 
and employmen t o f thes e o r othe r procedure s i n surrogat e 
motherhood transactions . Comparison s an d contrast s ar e draw n 
between report s o f suc h group s a s th e Warnoc k Committe e (UK) , 
the Walle r Committe e (Victoria , Australia) , an d th e Ontario , 
Law Refor m Commissio n (Canada) . 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Wome n i s considere d t o warran t specia l attentio n b y th e 
audiences addresse d i n thi s Report . Discussio n draw s attentio n 
to th e Commonwealt h Secretariat' s accessio n ki t develope d t o 
facilitate membershi p i n thi s Conventio n b y Commonwealt h 
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c o u n t r i e s w h i c h hav e y e t t o mak e a  lega l commitmen t t o it s 
p r i n c i p l e s an d r e p o r t i n g m e c h a n i s m s . T h e lega l cal l f o r 
equal acces s t o healt h includin g famil y plannin g service s mus t 
be hear d b y La w Minister s an d Healt h Minister s alike , an d it s 
i m p o r t a n c e t o M i n i s t e r s r e s p o n s i b l e fo r W o m e n ' s Affair s i s 
self-evident. 
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