
Commonwealth 
questions 

C ommonwealth Day provides a good opportunity for posing questions 
about the Commonwealth - questions of fact and questions of value. 

ACTIVITY 1 
Level: Primary/secondary 

A Commonwealth quiz 
Teachers (or a group of students) can compose a quiz based on the map 
provided in the flap of this book and the information provided in Section 7, 
'Commonwealth briefing'. Below are examples of the kinds of questions 
that could be set: 

1 From the information given on the map, name the countries which lie 
in: 

the Caribbean region 
the African region 
the Indian Ocean 
the Asian region 
the Australasian and South Pacific region 
the North American region 
the European region including the Mediterranean 

2 From the information given on the map: 
which countries have populations of over 100,000,000? 
which countries have populations of 100,000 or less? 

3 From the information given on the map, name the countries of which 
the following towns and cities are the capitals: 

Port Louis 
Tarawa 
Castries 
Valletta 
Lusaka 

4 From the information given on the map how many countries became 
members of the Commonwealth: 

between 1931 or before? 
between 1932 and 1959? 
between 1960 and 1969? 
between 1970 and 1979? 
since 1980? 
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ACTIVITY 1: CONTINUED 

5 From the information provided in the 'Commonwealth briefing' name: 
four kinds of meeting that take place at government level in the 
Commonwealth; 
four types of professional organisation that link Commonwealth 
countries. 

6 From the information given in the 'Commonwealth briefing' and 
elsewhere in the handbook identify: 

four types of assistance to developing countries provided by the CFTC; 
four types of work undertaken by the Commonwealth Secretariat. 

ACTIVITY 2 
Level: Secondary 

Debates and essays on the Commonwealth 
Commonwealth Day and the period of classroom work leading up to it 
should include plenty of opportunity, at least for the upper secondary 
level, to examine critically the Commonwealth's record. It is important for 
students to form their own opinions and to be confronted with attitudes 
and values different from their own. 

Here are a few questions and statements to discuss in essay form or to 
debate: 

'It is the inequalities among the members of the Commonwealth which 
are striking: the assumption of equality is a convenient fiction'. (Paul 
Taylor, in The Commonwealth in the 80s). 

President Nehru of India spoke of the Commonwealth being able to bring 
'a touch of healing' to a sick world. How far has his hope been fulfilled? 

'Speaking English is a Commonwealth fact; it is not part of any 
Commonwealth ideology; it is one channel for easy communication, and 
a precious one in functional terms. It is not a badge of identity.' (Shridath 
Ramphal). What do you think about the use of English in the 
Commonwealth and do you agree with Ramphal's view? 

'I am convinced that the Commonwealth can play ... a more effective role 
by strengthening the link between dialogue and co-operative action in 
four major areas - those of politics; of development; of promotion of 
good governance and of human resource development' (Chief Emeka 
Anyaoku). Is this a realistic agenda for the Commonwealth in the 1990s? 

Is the principle of consensus, adopted at Heads of Government meetings, 
a realistic one? How should dissent be accommodated? Consider this 
problem in the light of recent Commonwealth summits. 

Discuss the statement 'The Commonwealth is more widely known today 
for its conferences than for its achievements'. 

The last question is taken from an essay competition run by the 
Commonwealth Trust. Schools should be able to find out about this 
annual competition through the Commonwealth Desk Officer in their 
country's Ministry of Education or they can write to the Commonwealth 
Trust in London (see page 81). An example of a recent prize winners 
work is shown on the opposite page. 
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Prize winning essay from Alkis Psaltis, aged 12, 
from South Australia 

On Commonwealth Day 
Any Particular interesting essay could be displayed on a 
School noticebord. 

A debate could take place in front of (and involving the 
particaption of) an audience of students, parents and 
visitors. 




