Preface

This survey was first pubiished as a companion to the text of the Scheme
for the Rendition of Fugitive Offenders within the Commonwealth, agreed by
Commonwealth Law Ministers at their meeting in London in 1966, and has been
revised on at least four previous occasions.

The Scheme Iitseif has been amended Iin a number of respects at two
subsequent Meetings by Law Ministers, In 1983 (Colombo) and 1986 (Harare), to
reflect, and to take advantage of, the improvements and developments In modern
extradition practice. Similarly, the survey has been revised perliodically to
reflect changes that have taken place in national extradition legislation.

The Legal Division gratefully acknowledges the assistance given to It by
many Commonwealth jurisdictions who have provided the necessary Information
without which the task of carrying out the revision of the survey would have
been infinitely more difficult. The task of actual compilation of the text was
undertaken entirely by Mr. Colin O0'Beirne C.B.E., Q.C., without whose industry
and research which filled the gaps in the information available to us, this
revised edition might not have materialised and to whom we owe a dept of
gratitude.
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