
FOREWORD 
The title BAMBOO LEAVE S is drawn from a  parable. It is the openin g 
poem i n this book an d appear s a s a "terca rima" . Unlik e othe r leaves , 
bamboo leave s whe n the y fal l an d ge t blow n of f b y th e win d mus t 
nevertheless retur n t o fal l b y thei r roots . Th e las t poe m repeat s tha t 
idea. In between these two poems, the experience is vast and varied an d 
this i s where yo u com e in . Yo u ar e allowe d t o b e blow n abou t i n th e 
wind of ideas and experiences tha t may be yours as well. For me, muc h 
of that lif e occurred betwee n 198 0 an d 198 6 whils t I  was in the larges t 
Melanesian cit y o f Por t Moresb y i n Papua Ne w Guinea . 

Attempts hav e bee n mad e t o arrang e som e o f thes e line s int o forma l 
poetry pattern s bu t th e res t wer e writte n fro m th e "inside-out" . Th e 
poems hav e bee n deliberatel y kep t shor t fo r thos e wh o subscrib e t o 
short verses . While som e o f th e poem s too k minute s t o write , other s 
took year s t o complete . 

BAMBOO LEAVE S I  trust will entertain the casual reader, educate the 
serious an d encourag e th e buddin g writer . 

S. N g w e l e 
Port Vila , VANUAT U (S.W.P. ) 
October, 1989 . 

vii 


	Foreword



