APPENDIX E

E. LIST OF KEY ECOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC
SPECIES OF ZAMBIA

By W. K. CHISHIMBA

E.1 Introduction

The continent of Africa is richly endowed with great biological diversity and
genetic resources. Zambia being one of the countries in sub-saharan Africais richin
plant and animal taxa. Unfortunately, due to modern farming techniques, population
pressure and over-exploitation of these genetic resources, the rich biological diversity
that once existed is slowly being lost. Unless urgent measures are taken to rescue
some of the already endangered species, the consequences will be disastrous on the
globe and to humanity in particular. It is therefore with this view that a compilation
or checklist of key ecological and economic species in Zambia will enable target
scientists in the field to establish meaningful conservation strategies.

Zambia is blessed with a rich diversity of plant genetic resources which are
important both in terms of their ecological and economic functions. Obviously,
compiling a list of this magnitude in a country like Zambia, would be too enormous
if every plant was included without following a proper criterion. Therefore, in order
to come up with a well defined checklist, the authors confined themselves to four
groups of plants, trees and shrubs, herbs, grasses and mushrooms, that possess a
certain economic value. The latter included utilisation as food, medicine, fodder or
as an industrial raw material. The list focused more on underutilised plants, for
example, if medicinal they are mainly useful to villagers or poor town dwellers, but
are commercially underexploited. In terms of food utilisation, plants that serve as a
good source of food when in season but are still wild, or those which people tum to
intimes of famine and yetthey are least emphasised as agricultural crops. Furthermore,
any wild plant that has an agricultural crop relative is regarded as important because
of its usefulness as a plant genetic resource in future breeding. As for fodder plants,
Zambia enjoys a rich endowment of this group of plants. Few of these plants are
commercially cultivated, and yet they sustain the livestock industry in Zambia both
atcommercial and non-commercial levels. Finally, mushrooms add variety to the diet
of many people in Zambia and yet none of the local species can be commercially
grown due to lack of adequate information. The deliciousness of some of these
mushrooms affords local people a good opportunity of raising a cheap source of
income.

Identification of Key Specles for Conservation and Soclo-Economic Development
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