
FOREWORD 

This report  i s th e fourt h i n th e serie s publishe d b y th e Commonwealt h Secretariat . 
Each volum e trace s th e developmen t o f tropica l fores t managemen t i n a 
Commonwealth country and illustrates the range of experience that has been gathered 
during the past century an d more of Commonwealth forestry . Fores t managemen t i s 
no longe r th e concer n o f fores t manager s alone , an d th e wis e us e o f tropica l fores t 
increasingly depends on the understanding of interested people outside the profession , 
such as politicians, the general public, and the media. Thi s series is intended to assist 
in a wider understanding o f the historical basis which forms the point of departure fo r 
many o f the ne w approache s an d policy direction s whic h ar e now bein g tried . 

This serie s o f report s i s par t o f a  Commonwealt h Forestr y Initiativ e whic h aim s t o 
foster linkage s betwee n countrie s whic h ar e actively developin g ne w programmes i n 
natural fores t management . Brie f report s hav e bee n publishe d fo r Karnataka , India ; 
Ghana; Uganda ; an d Sr i Lanka . I n addition , a  more specialis t volum e dealin g wit h 
timber utilisatio n ha s been published fo r Uganda . 

This tex t ha s bee n prepare d b y th e Directo r o f th e Asea n Institut e o f Fores t 
Management, base d i n Kuala Lumpur and provides an easily understood introductio n 
to th e characteristic s o f Malaysia n forest s an d thei r importanc e t o th e econom y an d 
the environment . Ther e ar e importan t chapter s o n th e developmen t o f fores t 
management sinc e th e beginnin g o f th e centur y an d a  review o f presen t approache s 
to sustainabl e fores t management . Finally , ther e i s a  loo k ahea d t o th e challenge s 
facing Malaysi a an d the rol e tha t the countr y i s playing o n the internationa l forestr y 
scene. 

The view s expresse d i n th e publicatio n d o no t reflec t th e positio n o f th e 
Commonwealth Secretaria t o r Commonwealt h membe r countries . 

Brian Ker r 
Chief Programm e Office r 
Commonwealth Secretaria t 

iii 


	Foreword



