
PREFACE 

Forests ma y b e a  familia r sit e i n Malaysi a bu t fores t managemen t coul d b e a s alie n 
as the name of commercial trees to non-botanists or foresters, despite al l that has been 
done in this field.  Perhap s concerted educational promotion will bring the public into 
the forest , no t s o much t o se e the dolla r sign s on the big trees bu t t o experienc e th e 
serenity of God's creation away from the dust and noise polluting the cities and towns. 
Being in the forest, doubtlessly one would soon be conscious of the 'compactness' and 
complexity o f th e fores t ecosyste m emanatin g a  gloriou s feelin g an d sens e o f 
peacefulness. W e mus t kee p aliv e thi s feeling . W e mus t conserv e th e fores t an d 
preserve th e complet e ecosystem , no t onl y t o sustai n biodiversit y o f th e flora  an d 
fauna bu t als o the spiritua l earthl y sens e o f belonging . 

The Commonwealth Forestry Initiative: Malaysia Volume provides a summary of sorts 
regarding forestr y i n Malaysia , speciall y writte n i n conjunctio n wit h th e 15t h 
Commonwealth Forestr y Conferenc e hel d i n Zimbabw e i n Ma y 1997 . A  lo t mor e 
could be written bu t i t would be out of context fo r thi s exercise. Th e writing o f this 
Volume actually starte d in October 199 5 but due to unforeseen circumstance s and the 
fact that the Conference i s in May 199 7 (perhaps more the latter), the facts and figure s 
became outdate d a s i t wa s bein g written . Furthe r researc h wa s mad e t o reflec t th e 
latest situation , thoug h th e author s wis h t o apologis e i f som e reference s ma y stil l 
appear obsolete . Thing s change , a s the y normall y do , bu t b e res t assure d tha t th e 
latest available informatio n ha s been used i n the analysis of situations and potentials . 

The them e o f thi s Volum e i s Sustainabl e Fores t Managemen t i n Malaysia . I t befit s 
past endeavour s an d curren t practice , trend s an d inspiration s o f forester s an d 
environmentalists alike . Sustainabl e Fores t Managemen t ha s enjoyed centre-stag e i n 
numerous fora, especiall y sinc e the 1980s , and i t is sure to be basking in the full ligh t 
of the coming 15t h Commonwealth Forestry Conference and other major events across 
the globe, as i t should. Ou r lives are at stake i f we become too careless in managing 
our forests , an d th e greennes s o f the worl d wit h hig h forests , i n particular , coul d b e 
the onl y saviour . 

It i s hoped tha t thi s Volume wil l b e useful a s an updat e o n the forestr y initiative s i n 
Malaysia, an d enable readers to perceive the expectations and inspirations of a people 
fast movin g int o a  developed natio n throug h visio n 2020 . 
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