
1.0 INTRODUCTIO N 

Malaysia i s endowe d wit h lush , humid , tropica l rainforest , ofte n referre d t o a s th e we t 
equatorial rainforest . However , no t al l th e forest s i n Malaysi a hav e simila r textur e an d 
structure. The y diffe r wit h locatio n an d altitud e an d i t would b e a  grea t mistak e t o have a 
single management procedure fo r al l the forests i n Malaysia, o r to expect a forest t o response 
similarly to a particular management practice . Th e mangroves, for instance , certainly behave 
differently fro m th e hig h fores t whic h i n turn differ s fro m th e lowlan d an d th e hil l forests . 

Issues o n fores t managemen t an d th e sustainabilit y o f the world' s forest s hav e bee n widel y 
deliberated i n recen t years . Publi c concer n o n environmenta l qualit y an d stabilit y ha s bee n 
rising an d th e fac t tha t fores t us e i s centra l t o thi s anxiet y canno t b e over-emphasised . 
Countries ric h i n forest , includin g Malaysia , hav e bee n looke d upo n a s likel y saviour s i n 
regard t o climat e deterioratio n suc h a s globa l warmin g an d thinnin g o f th e ozon e layer . 
Deforestation an d industrialisatio n hav e bee n see n a s contributor y towar d environmenta l 
instability an d mus t b e addresse d wisel y fo r th e securit y an d sustainabilit y o f mankind , 
biodiversity o f flora  an d fauna , an d nationa l development . 

2.0 PHYSICA L FEATURE S 

2.1 Locatio n 

Peninsular Malaysia lies at the southern-most tip of mainland South-east Asia, while the states 
of Saba h an d Sarawa k li e t o th e eas t o n th e islan d o f Borneo . Th e tota l lan d are a i s 
approximately 32. 9 million hectares with 13. 2 million hectares in Peninsular Malaysia, which 
comprises eleve n state s an d th e Federa l Territor y o f Kual a Lumpur ; 7. 4 millio n hectare s i n 
Sabah (includin g th e Federa l Territor y o f Labuan) , an d 12. 3 millio n hectare s i n Sarawak . 
Peninsular Malaysia is separated fro m Saba h and Sarawak by 720 km of the South China Sea, 
and th e countr y a s a  whole ha s a  coastline o f abou t 4,83 0 km . 

2.2 Topograph y 

Peninsular Malaysi a consist s o f eas t an d wes t coasta l plain s an d centra l mountai n range s 
running roughl y nort h to sout h and reachin g u p to 2,130 m  in some places. Th e two larges t 
rivers, th e Pera k Rive r an d th e Pahan g River , flow  toward s th e Strait s o f Malacc a an d th e 
South China Sea respectively. A t their source s and upper reaches, the rivers are fast-flowin g 
but i n the lower reaches thos e on the west coas t often meande r through swamp y land , while 
the eas t coas t river s ar e sometime s impede d b y san d bars . 

Sabah an d Sarawa k consis t o f alluvia l an d ofte n swamp y coasta l plain s wit h hill y rollin g 
country inlan d and mountain ranges in the interior. In Sabah, the central mountain ranges rise 
abruptly fro m th e wes t coas t t o Mt . Kinabal u which , a t 4,100 m , i s the highes t mountai n i n 
South-east Asia . I t i s th e sourc e o f man y river s flowing  north-wes t an d eas t t o th e Sout h 
China Se a an d Sul u Se a respectively . Th e larges t rive r i s th e Kinabatanga n whic h i s 
navigable fo r considerabl e distance s an d ha s a n extensiv e plain . I n Sarawak , th e easter n 
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