
Class f: Forest  sanctuary for wildlife 

These are forest land s where indigenous wildlife exist s and which should be reserved fo r th e 
protection of biodiversity. Sanctuarie s may be established fo r th e protection o f one or a few 
species, bu t generall y the y ar e intende d fo r th e protectio n o f al l species . Suc h forest s ar e 
established to prevent the extinction of the already dwindling endangered specie s of flora and 
fauna in the country, and access are restricted only to authorised persons undertaking activities 
compatible wit h th e purpos e o f the sanctuaries . 

Class g: Virgin  jungle reserved  forest 

These ar e forest s whic h ar e establishe d t o serv e a s permanen t natur e reserve s an d natura l 
arboreta, a s controls fo r comparin g wit h the exploited an d silviculturally-treate d forests , an d 
as undisturbed natura l area s fo r genera l ecologica l an d botanica l studies . 

Class h: Amenity forest 

Under th e Nationa l Forestr y Policy , thes e forest s ar e define d a s fores t lan d whic h ar e 
conserved fo r variou s purposes suc h a s recreation, education , researc h an d protection o f th e 
country's uniqu e flora  an d fauna . 

Class i: Education forest 

These ar e fores t land s whic h ar e earmarke d o r reserve d fo r th e purpose s o f furtherin g 
education an d creatin g bette r publi c awarenes s wit h regar d t o th e vita l rol e o f fores t i n the 
preservation o f a  balanced physical , socia l an d economi c environment . 

Class j: Research  forest 

These are forest land s earmarked or reserved for research purposes. Amon g the research plots 
which hav e bee n se t u p throughou t th e countr y ar e Silvicultura l Plots , Phenologica l Plots , 
Forest Plantation Plots , Ecological Plots , Big Tree Plots, Hydrological Plots , and Growth and 
Yield Stud y Plots . 

Class k: Forest  for federal  purposes 

These ar e fores t land s earmarked o r reserve d fo r federa l purpose s suc h a s the settin g u p of 
Continuous Fores t Inventor y (CFI ) Plot s an d Researc h Stations . 

4.0 IMPORTANC E O F THE FOREST S 

Forests play a very significant rol e in furthering resource-base d industrialisation and the socio-
economic development of Malaysia. Besides , they have long been recognised as an important 
contributor to environmental stabilit y and better quality of life fo r the country. The y protect , 
maintain an d safeguar d fresh-wate r suppl y an d hel p kee p th e climat e stabl e an d reduc e th e 
level o f the carbon dioxid e content . Th e forests als o enrich the soil and prevent soi l erosion . 
Forest products are wide-ranging, fro m timbe r to furniture, medicines , food, pape r and many 
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other dail y necessities.  Th e majo r contributio n o f forest s i n Malaysi a i s described below . 

4.1 Environmenta l Protectio n an d Conservatio n 

Protection o f th e environmen t i s importan t t o Malaysia . Th e creatio n o f Permanen t Fores t 
Estates (PFE ) i s to ensur e tha t ther e wil l b e substantia l natura l fores t cove r t o maintai n th e 
quality o f the environment . T o furthe r conserv e variou s fores t an d ecologica l type s i n thei r 
original condition , Malaysi a ha s se t asid e pockets o f virgi n forest . Thes e pockets , know n as 
Virgin Jungl e Reserve s (VJRs) , were establishe d t o serv e a s permanent natur e reserve s an d 
natural arboreta ; a s control s fo r comparin g harveste d an d silviculturally-treate d forests ; an d 
as undisturbed natura l forest s fo r genera l ecologica l an d botanica l studies . 

The protection forest s withi n th e PFE are further classifie d int o soi l protection forests , flood 
control forest s an d wate r catchments . Currently , th e exten t o f wate r catchmen t forest s 
(forested watersheds ) fo r majo r dam s are 270,000 h a which ar e locate d i n Kedah (Ped u and 
Muda dams) , Terenggan u (Kenyi r dam) , an d Pera k (Temenggo r dam) . Additionally , tw o 
watershed management research programmes have been initiated to provide hydrological dat a 
in differen t type s o f lan d use . Thes e ar e th e Nationa l Programm e fo r Experimenta l an d 
Representative Basin s an d th e Fores t Hydrologica l an d Conservatio n Programm e whic h ar e 
wide-ranging an d multi-disciplinar y i n concep t an d approach . 

Harvesting i s carefully controlle d to minimise damage. Fo r instance, the effect o f harvesting 
operations o n soi l erosio n an d sedimentatio n o n rive r system s ar e bein g controlle d b y th e 
enforcement o f regulation and guidelines for logging operations. Thus , the documentation and 
implementation o f the "Fores t Harvestin g Guidelines" , the "Fores t Engineering Plan " and the 
"Standard Roa d Specification" . Step s are currently bein g taken to formulat e Environmenta l 
Impact Assessment (EIA) guidelines specifically fo r the various forestry activitie s as required 
under th e Environmenta l Qualit y Act , 197 4 (Amende d 1995) . 

Malaysia ha s als o recognise d th e urgen t nee d t o conserv e geneti c resource s o f endangere d 
forest tre e specie s an d i s currentl y undertakin g a  projec t o n in  situ  conservatio n o f fores t 
genetic resources . Thi s projec t wil l inventoris e th e curren t VJR s i n orde r t o asses s th e 
stocking an d distributio n o f specie s fo r effectiv e resourc e conservation . 

4.2 Fores t Industrie s 

In recen t years , th e fores t industrie s o f Malaysi a hav e rapidl y move d awa y fro m th e 
manufacture o f low-valu e primar y products . Th e mai n fores t industrie s toda y consis t o f 
sawmilling, pane l produc t industr y (veneer , plywood , particl e board , blockboard , an d 
fibreboard) moulding/joiner y industr y an d furnitur e industry . Other s includ e secondar y an d 
tertiary processin g industrie s suc h a s timbe r treatment , laminate d board , boxe s an d crates , 
pencil factories , matc h factorie s an d parque t floorin g plants . Realisin g th e rol e o f fores t 
industries i n improvin g th e socio-economi c leve l o f th e rura l population , step s hav e bee n 
taken to encourage the setting up of small-scale, rural-based industries using non-timber fores t 
produce suc h a s rattan an d bambo o a s raw material s (Figure s 5  and 6) . A  lis t o f importan t 
forest-based industrie s i s in Table 3 . 
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Table 3 : Forest Industrie s i n Peninsular Malaysi a 

Type O f Industr y 
Sawmill 
Plywood/Veneer Mil l 
Moulding plan t 
Furniture/woodworking/joinery factor y 
Blockboard plan t 
Chipboard plan t 
Moulded particleboar d plan t 
Medium Densit y Fibreboar d plan t 
Woodwool/wood cemen t boar d plan t 
Rubberwood mil l 
Kiln Dryin g plan t 
Timber treatmen t plan t 
Pallets/boxes/crates factor y 
Laminated boar d plan t 
Pencil factor y 
Parquet floorin g factor y 
Wooden Hous e prefabricatio n plan t 
Match factor y 
Rattan/bamboo factor y 
Woodchip plan t 

Number (units ) 
710 
49 

111 
>2300 

12 
4 
4 
4 
2 

106 
120 
117 
200 

16 
3 

25 
10 
4 

73 
1 

Malaysian timbers ar e graded i n accordance t o the Malayan Timber Gradin g Rule s (MTGR ) 
prior t o use bot h domesticall y an d fo r export . I t shoul d als o b e noted tha t th e MTG R hav e 
gained globa l acceptanc e a s internationally-recognise d tropica l timber-gradin g rules . 

Except for a  small number of integrated timber complexes that have been established by State 
Economic Developmen t Corporations , mos t o f the timber industr y i n Malaysi a i s owned b y 
the privat e sector . Th e fores t industr y hav e bee n identifie d a s on e o f th e resource-base d 
industries t o b e furthe r develope d a s a n importan t export-oriente d sector . I t i s th e 
Government's objective to make Malaysia a major produce r of high value-added, wood-base d 
products i n the worl d market . Specifically , i t i s envisaged tha t Malaysi a shoul d becom e a n 
important furnitur e an d joinery/moulding s centre . Variou s polic y measure s hav e bee n 
implemented t o creat e a n environmen t conduciv e t o th e accelerate d growt h o f th e sector . 
However, th e fores t industrie s secto r stil l ha s t o brac e itsel f fo r a n environmen t o f stif f 
competition, growin g protectionis m an d mountin g pressure s o f environmentalis m an d 
conservation, i f i t i s to successfull y carv e a  niche fo r itsel f i n the internationa l market . 

4.3 Socio-Economi c Contributio n 

As a  natura l renewabl e resource , th e fores t ha s contribute d significantl y toward s th e socio -
economic development o f Malaysia. Th e importance of forestry i n Malaysia can also be seen 
from it s contribution to Malaysia's foreign exchang e and earnings. Incom e from forestr y an d 
related industries has consistently been among the top five income-earners for the country and 
for a  few years in the 1970 s it was even among the top two. Th e forestry secto r also provides 
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income an d employmen t fo r a  large sectio n o f the population . I t ha s been estimate d tha t a t 
least 0. 5 millio n peopl e ar e associate d i n one way o r anothe r wit h th e forestr y sector . Thi s 
can b e furthe r elaborate d a s follows : 

(i) Th e tota l expor t valu e o f timbe r product s (excludin g ratta n an d woode n furniture ) 
amounted to nearly FOB RM 3 billion, constituting abou t 2% of the total gross export 
receipts of Peninsular Malaysia at FOB RM 14 4 billion. At the national level , the total 
export valu e o f timbe r an d timbe r product s (includin g ratta n an d woode n furniture ) 
recorded almos t FO B RM 1 4 billion o r 9% of the total expor t receipt s of the countr y 
at FO B R M 15 4 billion . 

(ii) Revenu e derived from the forest i n the form of royalties, premium, forest developmen t 
fund, an d other s represen t a  considerabl e an d importan t proportio n o f th e Stat e 
Government's tota l income , while a t the federal level , export ces s and incom e tax are 
collected. Th e tota l fores t revenu e collecte d b y th e variou s Stat e Government s i n 
Peninsular Malaysi a amounte d t o RM 391 million . O f thi s total , R M 270 million o r 
69% o f th e tota l revenu e wa s use d t o financ e Stat e fores t administration s an d 
development. 

(iii) Th e forestr y secto r provide d direc t employmen t fo r mor e tha n 92,00 0 person s an d 
about 80 % ar e i n th e downstrea m industrie s includin g sawmilling , plywood/veneer , 
moulding, furnitur e an d othe r woo d an d non-woo d factories . Mor e tha n R M 50 0 
million wer e paid ou t i n term s of annua l salarie s and wage s for worker s involve d in 
the forestr y sector . 

(iv) Tota l investment estimated in the major wood-base d industrie s in Peninsular Malaysi a 
was RM 1,83 4 million . O f this total, RM 933 million or 51 % wer e in the sawmillin g 
industry, RM 672 million or 37% in the plywood/veneer industr y and RM 229 million 
or 12 % in the wood-mouldin g industry . 

Apart fro m thei r monetar y value , forest s hav e man y intangibl e function s an d a n aestheti c 
value. The y als o pla y importan t protectiv e function s suc h a s th e maintenanc e o f 
environmental stability , minimisatio n o f damage to rivers and agriculture lan d b y floods an d 
erosion an d th e safeguardin g o f wate r supplies . I t mus t b e stresse d tha t th e succes s an d 
development o f the agricultural secto r depends very much on the protective role of the forest . 

The non-wood fores t produc e i s now becoming as important, comparabl e to timber, wit h the 
increase i n demand . Harvestin g i t i s als o les s destructiv e tha n logging . Thes e non-woo d 
products includ e rattan , bamboo , fruits , resi n an d other s o f ornamental an d medicina l value . 
The food securit y provide d b y the forest i s very importan t i n the rural areas , and to the large 
populace wh o liv e withi n it s vicinity , particularl y i n Saba h an d Sarawak . 

4.4 Educationa l an d Socia l Benefit s 

The rainforest o f Malaysia provides us with many opportunities for education and recreational 
enjoyment suc h a s bird-watching , hiking , swimming , mountain-climbin g an d camping . A 
waterfall i n th e forest , fo r instance , i s a  sourc e o f beaut y an d enjoyment , an d inspire s 
picnickers, tourist s an d holiday-maker s t o relax an d unwind . 
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The need for recreational areas in the forest was recognised, and in 1967 , following the advent 
of hig h economi c growt h an d rapi d urbanisatio n i n the country , suc h area s wer e develope d 
to cater fo r outdoo r recreation , includin g picnicking , camping , hiking an d swimming . No w 
there are at least 98 of these areas, popularly known as Hutan Lipur, in every shape and sizes, 
each with it s own uniquenes s al l ove r th e country . 

The forest provide s excellent 'natura l laboratorie s and classrooms' fo r students , researchers, 
scientists an d artists . The y ca n increas e thei r knowledg e i n th e fields  o f botany , zoology , 
chemistry, geography , geology , medicin e an d other s b y studyin g th e forest . Th e fores t 
enriches ou r live s i n many ways . Suc h recognitio n ha s mad e Malaysi a strongl y committe d 
to ensuring th e sustainabl e managemen t o f it s natura l resource . 

A variet y o f fruit s ar e foun d i n th e natura l forest s whic h ar e o f economi c valu e t o loca l 
communities. Thes e includ e Parkia  speciosa  (Petai) , Durio  zibethinus  (Durian) , Mangifera 
spp. (Macang) , Piihecellobium  jirinya  (Jering) , P.  bubalinum  (Kerdas ) an d Baucaria  spp. 
(Tampoi). Th e deman d fo r thes e fruit s ha s bee n o n the increas e an d the y fetc h hig h price s 
in the cities and towns. Malaysi a has embarked on traditional frui t tre e planting to meet this 
demand. Mor e tha n 260 0 h a o f P. speciosa,  D.  zibethinus  an d othe r frui t tree s hav e bee n 
planted alon g fringe s o f fores t reserve s near existing villages to supplement th e need s of the 
rural populatio n an d improv e thei r subsistenc e requirements . Thi s obligatio n i s a  socia l 
gesture to incorporate community forestry int o the hearts of the people who live in its vicinity, 
and hel p to reduc e th e encroachmen t o r unnecessar y fellin g o f trees . 

For centurie s Malaysian s hav e bee n usin g ratta n an d bambo o fo r numerou s applications . 
Passed o n fro m generatio n t o generation , th e us e o f thes e material s ha s expande d int o a 
productive industry , althoug h th e sustainabl y o f suppl y i s bein g threatene d du e t o over -
exploitation an d necessitates complementary cultivation . Thus , in addition to planting i n the 
natural forest , rattan , fo r instance , i s also being planted i n rubber plantation s and i n between 
rows o f som e fast-growin g fores t plantation . 

Out o f th e 5 0 bambo o specie s foun d i n th e forests , 1 1 ar e currentl y commerciall y viable . 
About 250,00 0 tonne s ar e harveste d annually , bot h fro m cultivate d an d natura l stands . 
Among th e item s fashione d fro m bambo o ar e handicrafts , utensils , chopsticks , traditiona l 
brushes, furnitur e an d scaffoldin g materia l fo r th e constructio n industry . 

Remedies fo r ailment s an d wound s ar e also foun d i n the forest . I n Malaysia , effectiv e cure s 
has lon g bee n derive d fro m roots , leaves , stems , fruits , fungi , flowers  an d eve n th e bar k o f 
certain trees and plant s for traditional herbal medication to treat wounds, snakebites, diabetes, 
fever, kidne y ailments , hig h bloo d pressure , migraine , poisoning , digestiv e problem s an d a 
variety o f othe r ills . 

These divers e resource s an d benefit s hav e resulte d i n th e fores t bein g looke d upo n a s a 
valuable asse t whic h merit s continued managemen t an d reinvestment . Malaysi a i s spending 
much time , mone y an d effor t toward s fores t regeneratio n an d rehabilitatio n t o ensur e it s 
perpetuity an d sustainabilit y o f these natura l resources . 

15 



4.5 Fores t Conservatio n an d Biodiversit y 

Malaysia is fully awar e of the immense diversity of biological specie s in its rainforest. Thes e 
rich specie s o f flora  an d faun a ar e a n importan t natura l heritage . Hence , i n lin e wit h th e 
concept of sustainable fores t management , development and conservation, Malaysia has , over 
the years, established a  network of protected areas for the conservation of biological diversity . 
Some of these national parks , wildlife reserve s and sanctuaries , nature parks, bird sanctuarie s 
and marin e park s hav e bee n gazette d a s conservatio n forest s sinc e th e 1930s . Th e larges t 
national park is the Taman Negara covering 434,351 ha. I t was gazetted i n 193 9 and consist s 
of virgi n fores t o f variou s fores t types . Currently , Malaysi a ha s 1.3 9 millio n h a o f 
conservation area s protecte d b y legislatio n (Tabl e 4) , o f whic h 1.0 6 millio n h a ar e locate d 
outside th e Permanen t Fores t Estat e (PFE ) whils t anothe r 0.3 3 millio n h a ar e within . 

Table 4 : Area s Unde r Nationa l Parks , Wildlif e an d Bir d Sanctuarie s i n Malaysia , 
(million ha ) 

Region 

Peninsular Malaysi a 

Sabah 

National Par k 

0.43 

0.26 

Wildlife an d Bir d 
Sanctuary 

0.31 

0.14 

Total 

0.74 

0.40 

Sarawak 0.0 8 0.1 7 0.2 5 

Malaysia 0.7 7 0.6 2 1.3 9 

An additional area of 1.4 2 millio n ha is under consideration fo r future reservation : about 0.67 
million ha are in Peninsular Malaysia, located in the Permanent Forest Estate and 0.75 million 
ha ar e i n Sarawa k comprisin g te n nationa l park s and fou r wildlif e sanctuaries . Priorit y fo r 
conservation i s given to special habitats such as wetland areas , open lakes ecosystem, quartz -
ridge forest s an d limeston e formations . 

In thi s context , Malaysi a ha s draw n u p a  comprehensiv e lis t o f plant s an d animal s t o b e 
protected. Currently , man y o f these , suc h a s the tiger,  rhinoceros,  slow loris  an d eve n th e 
birdwing butterfly are fully protecte d by law. Th e Department of Wildlife an d National Park s 
in Peninsula r Malaysi a run s activ e programme s t o conserv e th e large r mammals . I n Saba h 
and Sarawak , the Forest Department s manage wildlife rehabilitatio n centre s for wil d animal s 
with specia l emphasi s o n th e orang  utan.  Complementin g thes e effort s ar e man y othe r 
programmes, co-ordinate d b y a  Nationa l Steerin g Group , t o conserv e th e plan t geneti c 
resources o f the country . On e suc h programme i s the conservation o f wil d frui t trees . Th e 
Forestry Departments in Peninsular Malaysia have also recognised the urgent need to conserve 
genetic resourc e o f endangere d fores t tre e specie s an d ar e currentl y undertakin g th e projec t 
on in situ conservation of forest genetic resource. Thi s project wil l inventorise existing Virgin 
Jungle Reserves (VJRs) in order to assess the stocking and distribution of species for effectiv e 
resource conservation . Malaysi a i s also include d i n a  current projec t o n Plannin g Practica l 
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and Cost-Effective Strategie s for Genetic-Resource Conservation of Commercial Tree Species 
in Tropica l Asi a an d th e Pacifi c bein g undertake n b y th e ASEA N Institut e o f Fores t 
Management (AIFM ) fo r th e Internationa l Tropica l Timbe r Organisatio n (ITTO) . 

These VJR s ar e pocket s o f virgi n fores t representin g variou s fores t an d ecologica l type s i n 
their original condition and were established to serve as permanent nature reserves and natural 
arboreta whic h ca n ac t as controls fo r comparin g harveste d an d silviculturally treate d forest s 
and fo r genera l ecologica l an d botanica l studies . Sinc e it s inceptio n i n 1950 , a  tota l o f 7 2 
VJRs covering 21,271 h a have been established throughout Peninsular Malaysia while Sabah 
has a  total o f 48 VJRs coverin g a n area o f 88,29 9 ha . These VJR s represen t sample s o f the 
many type s o f virgi n fores t foun d i n the country an d ar e located i n the PFEs . Sarawa k ha s 
virgin area s know n a s Totally Protecte d Area s (TPA ) coverin g a  total o f 110,00 0 ha . 

To ensure tha t th e detrimenta l effect s o n the environment arisin g fro m fores t harvestin g ar e 
minimised, Malaysi a ha s embarke d o n comprehensiv e studie s t o monito r an d evaluat e th e 
impact o f fores t harvestin g o n yiel d o f wate r i n hil l fores t an d sedimen t yiel d downstrea m 
resulting fro m loggin g activities . Thes e stud y area s ar e locate d i n th e Sunga i Teka m 
Experimental Basi n fo r th e lowlan d fores t establishe d i n 1973 , an d th e Jengk a an d Buki t 
Berembun Experimenta l Basin s fo r th e hil l fores t establishe d i n 1978 . Initia l result s fro m 
these studie s indicate d tha t hydrologica l parameters , suc h a s wate r yield , wate r qualit y an d 
sediment yield, reverted back to their original conditions, i.e. prior to logging, within a period 
of three to four years . Thes e studies have since been continued to be monitored by the Forest 
Research Institute  o f Malaysia . 

4.6 Forestr y an d Ecotouris m 

Malaysia ha s a  wid e rang e o f fores t habitats , stretchin g fro m th e mangrov e an d riparia n 
fringes t o th e montan e forests . Peninsula r Malaysi a alon e ha s a n are a o f 745,99 7 h a 
established a s nationa l par k an d wildlif e reserve s no t includin g th e 7 2 VJR s an d 7 9 
recreational fores t areas . I n Sabah , 265,79 4 ha are managed a s national park s while anothe r 
141,200 ha are wildlife reserves . Th e total area of Sarawak under national parks and wildlif e 
reserves i s more tha n 252,87 0 h a (MPI , 1988) . 

Forest makes up an important resource for recreation. Th e literature of forestry abound s with 
references to the intangible benefits provided by forest recreation . I n Malaysia, the increasing 
demand fo r fores t recreatio n ha s longe d bee n anticipate d (Sheik h Al i ,  1983) . Th e numbe r 
of recreational forest s tha t were se t aside i n The Firs t Malaysia Pla n (1966 - 1970 ) was only 
two and this increased to 25 in the Third Malaysia Plan (1976 - 1980 ; and to 37 in the Fourth 
Malaysia Pla n (198 0 -1985) becaus e o f the continue d deman d (Jali l an d Chee , 1983) . 

The population o f Malaysi a wa s growing a t a  rate o f 2.7% annually i n the 1970 s (Drysdale , 
1981) an d th e curren t rat e ha s remaine d fairl y consisten t a t 2.3 % (FAO , 1995). A  large r 
percentage o f thi s populatio n (no w clos e t o 20 million ) wil l be youthfu l an d well-educate d 
(Wan Sabri Mansor , 1983) . Couple d with increased income , leisure time and better mobility , 
the rapid rat e o f industrialisatio n an d urbanisation experience d b y the countr y ha s increase d 
awareness and need for more recreational space s which are clean and peaceful, awa y from the 
urban concret e jungle. 
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Forestry ha s a n importan t rol e t o pla y i n natur e touris m (Laarma n &  Durst , 1987 ) whic h 
requires efficien t managemen t o f th e natura l resource s an d a n understandin g o f th e rol e o f 
trees in the ecosystem. Man y foreste d area s are suitabl e fo r ecotourism . Facilitie s availabl e 
within th e nationa l park s ar e generall y adequat e fo r thi s purpose . I f manage d o n a 
commercial basis , the y ar e abl e t o cate r fo r bot h domesti c an d internationa l tourist s (Yap , 
1992). Th e potential o f ecotourism i n Malaysia i s enormous. I t can serve a dual purpos e o f 
enhancing publi c awarenes s and appreciatio n o f aestheti c conservatio n effort s a s well a s the 
ability t o ta p a n economi c retur n fro m th e foreste d area s withou t excessiv e damag e t o th e 
natural beaut y an d resources . 

5.0 DEVELOPMEN T O F FORES T MANAGEMEN T 

The forests i n Peninsular Malaysi a hav e been systematically manage d sinc e the beginning o f 
this century when the first Forest Officer wa s appointed in 1901 . Ove r the years, ecologically 
and environmentally sound forest conservation and management practices have been developed 
to ensur e fores t renewa l an d sustainabl e yiel d o f timbe r an d othe r products . Th e earlie r 
silvicultural managemen t system s wer e primaril y concerne d wit h improvin g th e existin g 
timber cro p for futur e exploitation . Ver y fe w timber specie s were harvested, then , an d tree s 
were felled selectivel y accordin g to the requirements of good forest management , suc h as the 
removal o f th e overmatur e trees , an d thos e whic h migh t compet e wit h favoure d specie s 
(Thang, 1986) . 

Market demands , however , increase d tremendousl y afte r 1960 s and couple d wit h aggressiv e 
land developmen t project s an d nation-buildin g afte r independence , over-exploitatio n wa s 
rampant. Thi s le d to a  crisis situatio n whereb y i t was forecasted i n 198 0 that b y year 2000, 
Malaysia woul d becom e a  net importe r o f timber a s opposed t o enjoyin g th e statu s o f a  top 
exporter, then . I f thi s happens , th e balanc e o f trad e woul d certainl y b e affecte d and , 
subsequently, th e wood-based an d related industrie s would eithe r be forced t o scale-down or 
close dow n altogether . Thi s coul d lea d t o retrenchmen t o f worker s an d highe r price s o f 
timber products . Th e social , economic and political implication s of the consequences shoul d 
never b e underestimated . I n fact , rumou r wa s rif e tha t th e timbe r trad e wa s destine d t o be 
a sunse t industr y an d timbe r merchant s wer e bus y diversifyin g int o othe r trades . Positiv e 
measures, however, including intense research activities and reduction of the allowable annual 
coupe, wer e undertake n t o fac e an d preven t th e impendin g timbe r crisi s fro m happenin g i n 
the country . 

The grea t concer n regardin g fores t managemen t i n Malaysia , ca n bes t b e understoo d b y 
tracing the past developments of previous silvicultural and management practices. Th e history 
of forestry practice s can be conveniently divided into three major eras , namely: the Pre-World 
War Era (Before 1940) ; the Pre-Independence Er a (1940 - 1957 ) and the Post-Independenc e 
Era (Afte r 1957) . Thes e period s wer e marke d wit h ver y distinc t an d interestin g political , 
technological a s wel l a s economic development s which , t o a  large extent , hav e affecte d th e 
management o f the Dipterocar p forest s i n the country . 
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