TABLE 1

GESTATIONAL STAGES

(as of 1 November 1982)

Commonwealth
country by
region Gestational Stages
Quickening Stage
Acting before a woman can be proven beyond a reasonable
doubt to be quick with child, about 12-14 weeks, irrespec~
tive of indications for legal abortion under developed or
advanced laws and irrespective of whether someone is acting
on a woman or a woman 1s acting on herself.
Africa
Lesotho Might be subject to Roman Dutch law.
Sierra Leone Might be influenced by the application of the 1861 Act.
Swaziland Might be subject to Roman Dutch law.

Asia and Oceania
Maldives

Subject to Islamic Shari-a law

With Child Stage

Acting before a woman can be proven beyond a reasonable
doubt to be with child, about 6-8 weeks, irrespective of
indications for legal abortion under developed or advanced
laws.

Those acting on a woman A woman acting on herself
Legal Illegal Legal Illegal
Africa
Botswana b4 X
Gambia X X
Ghana X X
Kenya X X
Lesotho see above see above
Malawi X X
Mauritius X X
Nigeria
Southern X X
Northern X X
Seychelles X X
Sierra Leone see above see above
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Table I (continued)

Commonwealth
country by Gestational Stages
region
With Child Stage
Those acting on a woman A woman acting on herself
Legal Illegal Legal Illegal
Swaziland see above see above
Tanzania X X
Uganda X X
Zambia X X
Zimbabwe p.4 X
Asia & Oceania
Australia
Capital Terr. X X
N.S.W. X X
N.T. X X
Queensland X X
S. Australia .S X
Tasmania b X
Victoria X X
W. Australia X X
Bangladesh X X
Brunei X X
Fiji X X
Hong Kong X X
India X X
Jammu & Kashmir X X
Kiribati p.4 x
Malaysia X x
Maldives subject to Islamic Shari-a law
Nauru X x
New Zealand b4 X
Papua New Guinea x X
‘Singapore X X
Solomon Islands X X
Sri Lanka X X
Tonga b4 _ X
Vanuatu depends on whether Customary, English or French law
. is applied
Western Samoa x x
Europe
Cyprus x x
Gibraltar x X
Malta X x
U.K.
England/Wales X x
N. Ireland b4 X
Scotland X X

- 70 -



Table 1 (continued)

Commonwealth
country by Gestational Stages
region

With Child Stage

Those acting on a woman A woman acting on herself

Legal Illegal Legal Illegal

Western Hemisphere
Antigua

Bahamas

Barbados

Belize

Bermuda

B.V.I.

Canada

Caymans

L I A L R A R LR
»

LR AR

Dominica

Falkland Islands
and Dependencies

H]

Grenada

Guyana

Jamaica

Montserrat

»

St. Kitts & Nevis

WM MMM M|
]

St. Lucila

St. Vincent &
the Grenadines

b
o

Trinidad & Tobago

"
»

Turks & Caicos

™
]
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COMMON/ CUSTOMARY

Africa
Lesotho

Sierra leone
Swaziland

Asia and Oceania

Maldives

Europe

Western Hemisphere

TABLE IV

BASIC, DEVELOPED AND ADVANCED LAWS

BASIC

Africa

Botswana

Gambia

Malawi

Mauritius

Nigeria (Northern
States)

Asia and Oceania

Australia (Queensland)
Australia (Western
Australia)

Brunel

Kiribati

Nauru

Solomon Islands

Sri Lanka

Tonga

Europe

Gibraltar
Malta

Western Hemisphere

Antigua & Bermuda

Cayman Islands
Dominica

Falkland Islands &
Dependencies

Grenada

Monserrat

Turks & Caicos

DEVELOPED

Africa

Ghana

Kenya

Nigeria (Southern
States)

Sierra Leone

Uganda

Asia and Oceania

Australia (Capital
Territory)
Australia (New South
Wales)

Australia (Victoria)
Bangladesh

Fiji

Malaysia

Papua New Guinea

Western Samoa

Europe

Northern Ireland

Western Hemisphere

Bahamas

Barabdos

Bermuda

British Virgin Is.
Guyana

Jamaica

St. Christopher,
Nevis & Anguilla
St. lucia

St. Vincent and the
Grenadines

Trinidad and Tobago

- 91 -

DIVISION OF JURISDICTIONS WITH COMMON CUSTOMARY LAW,

ADVANCED
Africa
Seychelles

Zambia
Zimbabwe

Asia and Oceanla

Australia (Northern
Territory)
Australia (South
Australia)

Hong Kong

India

India (Kashmir)

New Zealand
Singapore

Vanuatu

Europe

Cyprus
Great Britain

Western Hemisphere

Belize
Canada
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