
PREFACE 

In Jul y 199 2 th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t publishe d a  repor t b y 
Dr. Frank Gumbs , Reader in Soil Physics, Faculty of Agriculture, Universit y 
of th e Wes t Indie s entitle d Integratin g Soi l Conservatio n int o Farmin g 
Systems in the Commonwealt h Caribbean . Thi s was described a s a Statu s 
Report and it provided a useful overvie w of the successes and failures in soil 
conservation work in the Region. 

This wor k wa s initiate d a t th e reques t o f CARD I b y th e Commonwealt h 
Secretariat an d funde d b y th e Commonwealt h Fun d fo r Technica l 
Cooperation (CFTC) . Thi s work wa s well receive d an d i t wa s decided t o 
explore th e subjec t i n greate r dept h an d Dr . Gumb s bega n a  secon d 
document, whic h w e ar e no w please d t o publis h unde r th e titl e Farmers 
and Soil  Conservation  in  the Caribbean. 

This document i s presented i n two volumes. Volum e I  examines the statu s 
of soil erosion and conservation in the Region, the sociological factors in soil 
conservation programmes , an d th e lega l and institutiona l contex t i n which 
all soil conservation mus t be implemented an d managed . I t is now realised 
that thes e factor s ar e a s importan t a s the technolog y o f soi l conservatio n 
and hav e not been give n sufficient attentio n i n the past . Volum e I I focuses 
on th e technology . I t examine s th e farmin g system s approac h t o soi l 
conservation an d th e method s no w bein g employe d t o ensur e tha t 
conservation project s ar e integrate d int o the farmin g system . Th e Hillsid e 
Agricultural Project i n Jamaica is a major initiativ e in the Caribbean and has 
attempted t o adop t thi s integrate d approach . Thi s projec t i s therefor e 
discussed in some depth. 

A shor t fina l Chapte r draw s conclusion s an d suggest s som e guideline s fo r 
future project s an d programme s whic h wil l b e o f interes t t o planners , 
agriculturalists and everyone concerned with land use in the Region. 

Core fundin g fo r th e projec t wa s supplied b y the Commonwealt h Fun d fo r 
Technical Cooperatio n (CFTC) , an d th e Oversea s Developmen t 
Administration (ODA) , U K assiste d wit h a  gran t whic h i s gratefull y 
acknowledged. 

Copies o f the firs t repor t an d additiona l cope s o f thi s volume ar e availabl e 
from the Commonwealth Secretariat . 

Brian Kerr 
Chief Projec t Office r 
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