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INTRODUCTION 

The soi l erosion statu s in the Caribbean , an d the sociological , institutiona l 
and legislativ e factor s whic h influenc e soi l conservatio n wer e considere d i n 
Volume I. 

Volume II deals with the practical measures or methodologies for integratin g 
soil conservation into  farming system s in the agricultural context o f the Caribbean . 
It therefore consider s the requirements for successful adoptio n an d implementatio n 
of th e farmin g system s approach , an d th e physica l dat a whic h ar e require d fo r 
making decisions on the actions to be taken. I t is with regard to the late r that the 
information t o be collected in baseline surveys, and land capability and land use are 
considered. 

The methodologies emphasise the agronomic or biological approach. The y 
focus o n method s tha t ar e withi n th e capabilit y o f smal l farmers . Gullie s ar e 
common features o f farmlands in the Caribbean and these are therefore considere d 
even thoug h th e contro l o f th e larg e gullie s is often beyon d th e capabilit y o f th e 
small farmer. Mos t farmers clea r the land at one time or the other and therefore i t 
is importan t fo r the m t o b e awar e o f th e mos t appropriat e method s o f lan d 
clearing. 

Volume I I examine s existin g system s o f soi l conservatio n whic h ar e 
integrated int o farmin g system s bu t doe s no t examin e propose d models . Th e 
Hillside Agricultural Projec t i n Jamaica i s also discussed a s a practica l example of 
an attempt to integrate soil conservation into farming system s based on a tree crop 
system o f farming . Som e o f th e shortcoming s o f thi s effor t ar e als o considered . 
Finally i n the Appendice s i t present s Cas e Stud y Exercise s fo r th e studen t o f soi l 
conservation to work through using the principles considered in the book. 
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