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CONCLUSIONS 

Soil erosio n i s a  seriou s proble m i n th e Caribbean . Severa l effort s hav e 

been mad e and continu e to be made to reduce or minimize soi l erosion bu t i t has 

been recognise d tha t historicall y farmer s d o no t ofte n adop t soi l conservatio n 

methods o n thei r ow n volitio n o r eve n whe n th e method s ar e demonstrate d t o 

them. Thi s failure ha s been du e to the use of soi l conservation method s tha t ar e 

not appropriate to the physical , social and economic environment. Therefore , th e 

social context and methods of extension are critical. 

In the Caribbea n mos t o f th e farmer s o n hillside s are resource-poo r smal l 

farmers wh o do not have a soil conservation culture , and who have limited forma l 

education an d training . Therefore , th e method s o f soi l conservatio n mus t b e 

simple, inexpensive and must preferably give an economic benefit quickl y and must 

not compete seriously for scarce labour. I n the past the focus has been on physica l 

or engineerin g method s bu t adoptio n o f thes e method s ha s bee n limited . A 

different approac h i s therefore needed . Ther e ar e man y practice s which ar e no t 

normally associate d wit h soi l conservation bu t which ca n reduc e erosion . I n this 

regard the agronomic or biological methods are very important. 

The two volumes of this book have considered the institutional, sociologica l 

and technica l factor s whic h ar e necessar y fo r th e successfu l implementatio n an d 

adoption o f soi l conservation  projects . Experienc e i n th e Caribbea n ha s show n 

that the following factor s are essential: 

strong institutional base to promote soil conservation; 

enforcement o f existing relevant legislation ; 
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active, knowledgeable and adequate numbers o f extension worker s with 

good communication skills; 

identification o f critical behavioural factors at the projec t desig n stage to 

ensure that changes are sustained; 

early identificatio n o f farmer s wit h th e projec t (fro m th e desig n stage ) 

and activ e involvemen t throughou t th e projec t i.e . th e bottom-u p 

approach; 

identification an d involvemen t o f communit y leader s i n bringin g abou t 

change; 

public awareness and education; 

proven inexpensive or cost effective technologies . 

The institutiona l and sociologica l factor s hav e been considere d i n Volume I 

while Volum e I I ha s concentrate d o n th e technica l requirements . Th e secon d 

volume ha s emphasise d tha t agronomi c o r biologica l method s whic h ca n b e 

integrated int o th e farmin g syste m ar e mor e cos t effectiv e tha n physica l o r 

engineering method s an d mor e readil y adopte d b y farmers . Sinc e gullie s ar e 

common problem s o n farm s locate d o n hillsides , appropriat e method s fo r thei r 

control ar e give n prominence . Th e method s o f contro l inevitabl y involv e som e 

simple engineerin g technique s bu t th e method s presente d ar e simple , an d 

sufficient informatio n i s given to be of practical benefit . 

It is hoped tha t thi s approach o f integratin g soi l conservation int o farmin g 

systems woul d b e widel y appreciate d an d adopte d an d tha t thi s boo k woul d 

contribute to this process. 
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