
INTRODUCTION 

The importanc e o f clos e collaboratio n betwee n medica l school s an d ministrie s o f health , 
in orde r t o mee t th e changin g need s o f th e communit y an d strengthe n healt h care , ha s 
been repeatedl y emphasise d a t meeting s o f Commonwealt h Healt h Minister s i n recen t 
years. A t thei r 197 7 meetin g i n Wellington , Ne w Zealand , Minister s recommende d tha t 
medical school s shoul d defin e thei r goal s i n relatio n t o nationa l healt h needs . I n 1980 , 
when the y me t i n Arusha , Tanzania , Healt h Minister s furthe r stresse d th e importanc e 
of orientatin g medica l trainin g toward s communit y healt h issue s an d a  tea m approac h t o 
primary healt h care , an d considere d tha t suc h orientatio n coul d b e achieve d onl y 
through appropriat e revision s o f curricula . The y als o calle d fo r greate r involvemen t o f 
medical school s i n th e stud y o f nationa l healt h problem s an d i n th e strengthenin g o f 
health services . 

In vie w o f thes e recommendations , th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t initiate d discussion s 
with th e Associatio n o f Commonwealt h Universities , Th e Commonwealt h Foundatio n an d 
the Universit y o f Peradeniya , Sr i Lanka , wit h th e objec t o f arrangin g a  jointly -
sponsored workshop  o n th e contributio n o f medica l school s t o nationa l healt h 
development. Thi s projec t wa s endorse d b y Commonwealt h Healt h Minister s a t thei r one -
day meetin g i n Genev a i n Ma y 1982 , befor e th e Thirty-fift h Worl d Healt h Assembly , 
and financia l suppor t was  secure d fro m th e Commonwealt h Foundatio n an d th e 
Commonwealth Fun d fo r Technica l Co-operation . Th e arrangement s fo r th e worksho p 
were mad e jointl y b y th e Secretariat , th e Associatio n o f Commonwealt h Universitie s 
and th e Medica l Facult y o f th e Universit y o f Peradeniya . 

The worksho p wa s hel d i n Kandy , Sr i Lanka , fro m 2 0 t o 2 k Septembe r 1982 . Th e 
participants wer e dean s o f medica l school s an d senio r official s o f ministrie s o f health , 
mainly fro m developin g Commonwealt h countrie s bu t includin g i n additio n som e 
representatives fro m th e develope d countries . Th e head s o f th e regiona l healt h 
secretariats i n Wes t Afric a an d i n East , Centra l an d Souther n Afric a als o too k part . 

The discussion s wer e le d b y Professo r R  G  Panabokke , hea d o f th e Departmen t o f 
Pathology an d formerl y Dea n o f th e Medica l Faculty , Universit y o f Peradeniya ; 
Professor Si r Kennet h Standard , hea d o f th e Departmen t o f Socia l an d Preventiv e 
Medicine, Universit y o f th e Wes t Indies ; an d Professo r N  R  E  Fendall , unti l recentl y 
head o f th e Departmen t o f Internationa l Communit y Healt h a t th e Liverpoo l Schoo l o f 
Tropical Medicin e i n Britain . Presentation s wer e als o mad e b y representative s o f th e 
Ministries o f Healt h o f Fiji , Keny a an d Malaysi a . 

The Chairma n o f th e worksho p wa s Professo r M  A  Fernando , Dea n o f th e Medica l 
Faculty, Universit y o f Peradeniya . Th e Associatio n o f Commonwealt h Universitie s wa s 
represented b y it s Secretary-General , D r A  Christodoulou , an d th e Commonwealt h 
Secretariat b y it s Medica l Adviser , Professo r Si r Kennet h Stuart . 

The ai m o f th e worksho p wa s t o examin e th e role s tha t ar e currentl y playe d b y 
medical school s i n national , an d als o regional , healt h development , an d way s i n whic h 
these role s migh t b e strengthene d an d extended . Th e worksho p als o considere d ho w 
better collaboratio n betwee n medica l school s an d healt h ministrie s an d close r integratio n 
of thei r programme s migh t b e realised . 

The discussio n wa s directe d toward s actio n an d pai d particula r attentio n t o th e 
practical measure s tha t migh t b e take n b y individua l countries , b y regiona l groups , b y 
medical school s an d b y th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t an d othe r agencie s t o promot e 
the achievemen t o f thes e objectives . Althoug h th e agend a item s wer e discusse d 
separately, the y wer e closel y interrelate d and , no t surprisingly , ther e was  som e overla p 
in th e discussio n o f relate d issues , whic h i s reflecte d i n th e report . 

v 



The Commonwealt h Secretaria t an d th e Associatio n o f Commonwealt h Universitie s wis h 
to recor d thei r appreciatio n fo r th e hel p an d co-operatio n receive d fro m th e Universit y 
of Peradeniy a i n makin g th e arrangement s fo r th e workshop , an d fo r th e financia l 
support provide d b y th e Commonwealt h Foundation . 
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