
Preface 

This publicatio n i s a n outpu t fro m a  Caribbea n regiona l teache r educatio n 
seminar which too k plac e i n Trinidad an d Tobago i n 1995 . The Secretaria t i s 
engaged i n teache r educatio n activitie s i n respons e t o a  mandat e fro m 
Commonwealth Educatio n Minister s t o assis t countrie s i n th e provisio n o f 
quality basic education. I n carrying out it s mandate, the Secretaria t i s mindfu l 
of th e critica l rol e o f th e teache r i n providin g qualit y basi c education . Thus , 
the work o f th e Secretaria t i s targeted t o teache r educator s an d include s th e 
conduct of seminars and workshops to improve teacher training activities and 
the preparation o f resource material s for us e in teacher education institution s 
and by teachers . 

In implementin g th e semina r i n th e Caribbea n region , th e Secretaria t i s 
grateful t o th e Ministr y o f Education , Trinida d an d Tobago , fo r hostin g th e 
seminar and to the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat for it s assis-
tance in organising the event . Thanks also to the participants : representative s 
of teache r educatio n institution s an d Ministrie s o f Education , representative s 
of th e Caribbea n Examination s Council , th e Universit y o f Guyana , th e 
University o f th e Wes t Indies , th e Britis h Developmen t Divisio n -  Caribbea n 
(BDDC) an d th e Ope n Universit y U K fo r contributin g t o th e succes s o f th e 
seminar. 

The Commonwealt h o f Learnin g als o collaborate d wit h th e Secretaria t i n 
this activit y an d th e assistanc e o f D r Denni s Irvin e (COL ) an d D r Elwy n 
Thomas (Institute o f Education, Universit y o f London) i s much appreciated . 

Professor Stephe n A  Matlin 
Director 

Human Resourc e Development Divisio n 
Commonwealth Secretaria t 
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