Preface

This publication is an output from a Caribbean regional teacher education
seminar which took place in Trinidad and Tobago in 1995. The Secretariat is
engaged in teacher education activities in response to a mandate from
Commonwealth Education Ministers to assist countries in the provision of
quality basic education. In carrying out its mandate, the Secretariat is mindful
of the critical role of the teacher in providing quality basic education. Thus,
the work of the Secretariat is targeted to teacher educators and includes the
conduct of seminars and workshops to improve teacher training activities and
the preparation of resource materials for use in teacher education institutions
and by teachers.

In implementing the seminar in the Caribbean region, the Secretariat is
grateful to the Ministry of Education, Trinidad and Tobago, for hosting the
seminar and to the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat for its assis-
tance in organising the event. Thanks also to the participants: representatives
of teacher education institutions and Ministries of Education, representatives
of the Caribbean Examinations Council, the University of Guyana, the
University of the West Indies, the British Development Division — Caribbean
(BDDC) and the Open University UK for contributing to the success of the
seminar.

The Commonwealth of Learning also collaborated with the Secretariat in
this activity and the assistance of Dr Dennis Irvine (COL) and Dr Elwyn
Thomas (Institute of Education, University of London) is much appreciated.

Professor Stephen A Matlin

Director

Human Resource Development Division
Commonwealth Secretariat
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