
Distance teaching  at  the 
University of Guyana 

For som e thre e decade s th e Ministr y o f Educatio n o f Guyan a conducte d b y 
radio a  programm e calle d Broadcas t t o Schools . I t was aire d dail y fo r abou t 
one hour , an d wa s focuse d a t th e primar y schoo l pupil s level . I t was volun -
tary fo r schools , an d teacher s wh o listene d wit h thei r pupil s wer e aske d t o 
complete a n evaluatio n questionnair e o n th e programme . 

More recently ther e was Spanis h by Radi o in the mid-80s which sough t t o 
improve teache r effectivenes s i n th e teachin g o f Spanish . Eac h programm e 
was in two parts . The first part focused o n foreign languag e methods , and o n 
feedback o n students ' performanc e a t CXC . During th e secon d par t a  begin -
ners' Spanis h cours e wa s taught , s o tha t teacher s coul d not e ho w t o appl y 
certain teachin g techniques , an d als o to teach thos e persons who wer e inter -
ested i n learning Spanish . Homewor k wa s give n and , a t times , student s wh o 
listened turne d i n thei r assignmen t throug h th e mail . I t wa s marke d an d 
returned b y mail . Participation o f students was totall y voluntary . 

Round abou t 1987 , the Institut e o f Adult an d Continuin g Educatio n (IACE ) 
took the initiative to get into distance teaching. There were several radio pro-
grammes aire d with a  view to sensitising th e genera l publi c abou t th e natur e 
and function o f distance teaching, and th e role i t could play in improving th e 
availability of education acros s the nation . 

It was very appropriate fo r IAC E to move i n this direction since the institu -
tion alread y ha d centre s i n variou s part s o f th e country , wher e face-to-fac e 
teaching wa s generall y done . Takin g o n boar d thi s ne w initiativ e wa s th e 
natural thin g t o do . Wit h significan t assistanc e fro m th e Commonwealt h o f 
Learning (COL) and the British Council, in the form of teleconferencing equip -
ment, books , manuals , compute r diskettes , IAC E was abl e t o launc h it s first 
formal distanc e teaching course in December 199 3 - th e pre-university English 
course. A  number o f cours e writer s wer e traine d throug h a  serie s o f work -
shops, wit h resourc e person s draw n fro m externa l agencies , an d fro m th e 
University o f Guyan a itself . A resource perso n fro m th e Educationa l T V Unit 
of the Ministry of Education, Trinidad and Tobago, conducted a  workshop o n 
scripting an d producin g material s fo r television an d video . 

The Distance Teaching Projec t a t the Universit y was als o enhance d b y th e 
visit an d subsequen t repor t t o th e Commonwealt h o f Learning , o f a  consul -
tant brought into Guyana to advise on distance teaching. In addition there was 
collaboration betwee n IAC E an d UWIDIT E an d TEXTBOOK S FO R AL L 
project. 

Such background informatio n i s important for understanding the role which 
IACE i s competen t t o pla y i n th e developmen t o f distanc e teachin g a t th e 
University of Guyana . 

Recently, an ideal situation presented itsel f to the Faculty of Education, on e 
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CARIBBEAN ISSUE S whic h would make the Faculty take a very firm decision to offer programme s 
AND DEVELOPMENT S b y distance teaching. Some trained teachers from a  remote region took the ini-

tiative t o approac h th e Ministry o f Education , askin g fo r a  distanc e teachin g 
programme which would help them to obtain the Cert. Ed./B.Ed. degree fro m 
the University of Guyana. This was an important development since it was the 
target group tha t was taking the initiative , an importan t facto r i n a successfu l 
distance teaching project . Thi s development adde d impetu s t o a  decision th e 
Faculty ha d mad e earlie r t o offe r th e Nurser y an d Primar y Cert . Ed . pro -
gramme by distance education to another group of teachers in another region . 
The University plans to begin with three core courses on issue s in education , 
classroom testin g an d measurement , an d Englis h grammar , comprehensio n 
and compositio n skills . The mode l i s to be a  combinatio n o f distanc e teach -
ing and face-to-face teaching . 

The Facult y wil l be holdin g a  series o f workshops t o increas e th e numbe r 
of staf f member s wh o hav e skill s i n writing text s fo r teachin g a t a  distance . 
The steps to be followed i n the production o f materials are those which hav e 
been use d elsewhere : 

• determin e structure o f course from existin g curriculu m 
• identif y objective s 
• prepar e cours e outline i n unit s 
• selec t medi a fo r uni t 
• decid e on forma t 
• mak e prototyp e 
• tes t and revise as necessar y 
• reproduc e materia l i n bulk 
• mak e use of materials (through students ) 
• evaluat e and asses s feedbac k 
• us e informatio n fro m feedbac k t o infor m programme/cours e plannin g 

The range of materials which are to be considered for inclusion i n the 'packet ' 
(and which are to be phased i n if necessary) include : audio cassettes ; instruc-
tional kits ; radi o programmes ; self-instructio n kits ; stud y guides ; an d vide o 
tapes. 

The deliver y syste m i s to be ver y closel y examined . Decision s hav e t o b e 
taken whethe r t o post , take , broadcast , telephone , us e teleconferencing , o r 
present materia l a t study centre s etc . These decision s influenc e no t onl y th e 
nature of the learning materials, but also the kinds of assignments and assess-
ment procedure s t o be employed . I n preparin g it s materials,  th e Facult y ha s 
to take int o consideration wha t th e research say s about learne r drop-out . 

• Cours e factors -  conten t no t being wha t was expected , o r overloade d 
with to o much materia l t o be covere d i n too littl e time by what i s 
mainly self-directed learnin g 

• Institutiona l factor s -  no t enoug h tuition/counsellin g available , inade -
quate facilities , disorganise d schedule s 

• Learnin g environment -  illness , accident , job change , unemployment , 
different responsibilitie s 

• Learner' s approach t o learning - learne r perceive s self a s not cleve r 
enough, o r being too old to learn; he/she may have difficulty usin g 
tests, writing assignments ; there may be lac k o f confidence i n ability to 
pass examination s 

• Motivationa l factor s - coursewor k i s associated with a  goa l which i s 
no longe r desirable or necessary, o r which ha s been achieve d i n a 
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different way ; anothe r goa l may have take n priority , o r better opportu - DISTANC E 
nities to fulfi l th e need ma y have been provide d o r offered elsewhere . EDUCATIO N 

With all the foregoing consideration s in mind, there is need for formative eval -
uation a t every stage in the production o f materials - planning , development , 
dissemination an d implementation , an d summative evaluation. The University 
is workin g toward s launchin g th e programm e b y th e academi c yea r 1995 . 
Although som e fundin g i s available throug h th e Faculty' s ow n budget , ther e 
is definitely a  need fo r muc h additiona l funding . 

Areas fo r clos e attentio n a s th e Universit y implement s th e programm e 
include: 

• th e kinds o f 'entr y requirements ' which wil l be advocated . Wil l thes e 
be onl y or purely academic , o r wil l factors pertainin g t o maturity an d 
self disciplin e be included ? 

• th e possible effect s o f the distanc e teaching rout e fo r obtainin g th e 
Cert.Ed. o r B.Ed . 

• movemen t o f materials , an d communicatio n system s 
• competin g course s offere d b y othe r institution s i n Guyan a 
• designin g appropriat e 'global ' evaluation procedure s 
• organisatio n o f the practicu m - school-based/institution-base d 

combination. 
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