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GLOSSARY OF TECHNICAL TERMS

(a) Terms used in the Botanical Descriptions

accrescent increasing in size with age, especially of the calyx after flowering

achene a small dry single-seeded fruit, not splitting when ripe, e.g. a 
Sunflower 'seed'

acuminate of a leaf-margin concave-sided behind the tip, e.g. leaf of 
Capsicum

acute sharply pointed

adnate of parts, usually of different kinds, attached along their whole 
length

adventitious of roots, or rarely of buds, arising abnormally away from their 
usual location, but common for roots developed from stems in 
monocots

alternate of leaves arranged successively in different positions as distinct 
from opposite or whorled

androgynophore the floral axis elongated and bearing stamens beneath a stalked 
ovary

annual plants having a life-cycle completed within one year, often used 
loosely for a short-lived plant propagating only by seed

annular in a ring; of organs disposed in a circle

anther the part of the stamen which contains the pollen

anthesis the (time of) opening of a flower

antrorse directed forward; opposite of retrorse

apiculate with a short sharp point

appressed of parts lying close by their surfaces

arborescent of tree-like form

areole a small area distinct on a larger surface; a portion of leaf-blade 
encircled by veins; location of spine-cluster in cacti

aril an appendage, usually fleshy or leathery, derived from the seed-­
stalk and partly or wholly enclosing the seed

articulated jointed, separating cleanly at a certain position

ascending of branches or veins directed forward and outwards

attenuate narrowed or tapered
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awn, awned referring to a fine bristle

axil the angle between a leaf and the stem from which it arises on the 
upper side; axillary - positioned in or arising from the axil

axis the central structure to which radially or spirally arranged organs 
are attached

baccate referring to a berry, or provided with berries

barb a backwardly directed bristle or spine

barbellate with small barbs

bark the outer secondary protective tissues of stem or root

berry a soft fruit with several seeds embedded in pulp, e.g. tomato; the 
avocado is a single-seeded berry

biennial referring to a life-cycle of two years

bifid divided into two

bilobed comprising two lobes

bipinnate of a compound leaf with divisions of the second order of branching

bisexual having both male and female reproductive parts in the same flower 
(or inflorescence) = hermaphrodite

biternate of a compound leaf-blade divided into threes twice

bole the main trunk of a tree

brackish of salinity in low concentrations

bract a leaf forming part of an inflorescence

bracteole a bract closely associated with a single flower

bulb a storage and perennating organ comprising a short stem bearing 
several appressed overlapping fleshy leaf-bases, e.g. onion

bulbil a plantlet formed as a unit of vegetative multiplication from an 
axil, inflorescence, leaf-surface or leaf-margin

buttress the knee-like or flanged growth of the trunk or roots of some trees

caducous soon falling off

calcarate with a spur

calyculus bracteoles resembling a small external calyx
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calyx the outer floral envelope, consisting of, usually green, sepals

campanulate bell-shaped

capitate having a head, an expanded tip, or a capitulum

capitulum the flower-head of Compositae, comprising several florets 
surrounded by an involucre of bracts

capsule a fruit derived from an ovary of two or more carpels, opening when 
ripe by slits or pores or splitting by valves to release the seeds, e.g. 
Gossypium (Cotton)

carpel the unit of construction of the female part of a flower; the ovary 
may comprise one or more carpels

caruncle an appendage to a seed formed as an outgrowth near the point of 
attachment, e.g. Ricinus (Castor Oil); carunculate (adj.)

catkin a spike comprising small, usually unisexual, apetalous flowers, 
often pendulous and sometimes deciduous

caudate of a leaf-tip drawn out into a tail

censer a form of capsule which sheds its seeds as it swings to and fro

ciliate with a fringe of uniform hairs along the margin

circumscissile a form of capsule of which the top is shed like a lid from a pot

claw the slender base (stalk) of a broad-bladed petal

coccus a single seed-bearing segment of a splitting fruit

coma a tuft of hairs at one end of a seed, e.g. Asclepias (Red Head)

Compositae (or 
Asteraceae)

the Daisy family

compound an organ of several similar parts, united or associated in a definite 
way; a compound (as opposed to a simple) leaf has several or many 
leaflets; a compound ovary comprises two or more carpels

connate united; often used for parts of the same kind joined by their edges

contorted with parts of a set, i.e. sepals or petals in a flowerbud, overlapping 
in the same direction, and sometimes also twisted

convolute when one part is wholly rolled up in another

coppice the new growth arising from the stools of cut trees

cordate of a leaf-blade with a more or less deep notch at the base

cordulate as cordate with a very small notch

331



corky of bark of a soft and spongy kind

corm a storage and perennating organ formed from a shortened and 
thickened stem, e.g. Colocasia (Eddoe); cormel, a small corm

corolla the inner floral envelope, consisting of, usually thin, showy, white 
or coloured, petals

corona a circle of appendages within the flower between the corolla and 
the stamens, e.g. Passiflora (Passion flower), Nerium (Oleander) 
and Asclepias (Red Head)

corymb a flat-topped inflorescence in which flowers on stalks of different 
lengths are positioned more or less in the same plane; corymbose 
(adj.)

crenate of a leaf-margin with blunt or rounded teeth; crenulate - with very 
small such teeth or crenation

crownshaft the sheathing bases of palm leaves wrapped around each other in a 
single smooth column

crustaceous of fragile or brittle texture

culm referring to the erect leafy shoot of a grass or sedge

cuneate wedge-shaped

cupule a small cup, as of the calyx partly enclosing some fruits or the 
pappus crowning some achenes in Asteraceae

cusp of a (leaf-) tip with an abrupt broad-based dagger-like point; 
cuspidate (adj.)

cyathium specifically the cuplike inflorescence of Euphorbia, with marginal 
glands, containing several male flowers and a single pistillate one

cyme an inflorescence in which each subsequent branch is terminated 
directly by a flower, the oldest flower lying in a central position 
and the development being centrifugal; or cymose; cymule - a 
cluster of flowers of similar determinate pattern

cystolith inorganic inclusions in the cells of epidermal tissues of certain 
families such as Acanthaceae, Moraceae, Rubiaceae and 
Urticaceae

deciduous of the recurrent, usually seasonal, shedding of leaves

decompound several times divided or compound

decumbent of shoots or branches lying along the ground

deflexed bent downwards or backwards
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dehiscent opening spontaneously, usually as a function of drying out, e.g. 
capsules or anthers

deltate shaped like an equilateral triangle - the Greek letter delta

dentate of a leaf-margin with triangular pointed, usually more or less 
equal-sided teeth

determinate ending abruptly, as of the branches in a cymose inflorescence

dichasial a form of branching in which two subequal lateral shoots develop 
below a flower which terminates the apex; a type of cymose 
branching in which bilateral symmetry is retained

digitate of a compound leaf in which the leaflets diverge from the same 
point

dioecious of a species of plant having unisexual flowers, the female on one 
individual and the male on another, e.g. Carica (Papaw)

disc or disk the central tubular, usually hermaphrodite, florets in a capitulum 
of Asteraceae; a broad ring of tissue in some flowers from which 
stamens or glands develop; discoid (adj.)

distal the part of an organ farthest from its point of attachment; the 
opposite of proximal

distichous disposed in two vertical ranks

divaricate divergent; widely forked

drupe a soft fruit containing a single hard 'stone', the 'stone' being part of 
the fruit-coat; if derived from one carpel, the 'stone' contains a 
single kernel, the seed, e.g. Mangifera (Mango); if comprising 
several carpels, the single stone may have several chambers with a 
seed or seeds in each, e.g. Spondias (Hog Plum); drupaceous (adj.)

ellipsoid a three-dimensional body of elliptical outline

elliptical,
elliptic

of a flat organ, such as a leaf-blade, of elliptical outline

emarginate notched at the tip

endemic of a group of plants, or a species, known to occur only within a 
certain circumscribed area

endocarp the inner layer of fruit-coat (pericarp); when hardened the 'stone' 
of a plum or cherry or the 'nut' of coconut

ensiform shaped like the blade of a sword

entire of a flat organ, i.e. leaf or petal, with a smooth margin 
uninterrupted by teeth or lobes
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epicalyx an involucre of bracteoles below a flower resembling an extra 
calyx, e.g. Gossypium (Cotton) or Passiflora (Passion flower)

epipetalous borne on the petals, usually referring to stamens

epiphyte a plant which grows on other plants, not parasitically

evergreen of a plant which never loses all its leaves at one time

exocarp the outer layer of fruit-coat, the 'skin'

exserted protruded, as of stamens beyond the mouth of the corolla

falcate sickle-shaped

fascicled gathered into a bundle; fasciculate (alternative)

fern a kind of flowerless plant with well developed stems, roots and 
leaves, reproducing by spores rather than by seeds

filament the stalk of a stamen supporting the anther

fimbriate a margin divided into short tapering twisted lobes or hair-like 
outgrowths

flabellate fan-shaped

floret a small flower comprising with others the specialised compound 
inflorescence of such as the capitulum in Compositae or the 
spikelet in grasses or sedges

flower a reproductive organ comprising stamens or pistil or both with 
some protective envelope

flower-head a compound inflorescence of several or many closely associated 
flowers; cf. capitulum and floret

-foliolate a suffix referring to leaflets

follicle a pod-like fruit derived from a single carpel and opening by one 
suture only

frond a term usually applied to the leaf of a fern, sometimes to those of 
palms

fruit the product of a female or hermaphrodite flower, normally after 
fertilisation and accompanying the formation and maturation of 
seeds

fusiform spindle-shaped, tapering to both ends

girth the distance around, circumference

glabrescent becoming glabrous
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glabrous without hairs or other superficial appendages

gland a secretory structure either superficial or embedded in tissue; a 
warty or fleshy outgrowth with or without a stalk and not 
necessarily performing a secreting role

glaucous of a surface with a thin waxy, often pale or bluish, bloom

glomerule a cluster of partial inflorescences

glume one of the usually two outer envelope-scales of a grass spikelet, or 
a similar unit in sedges

gynostegium the crown-like association of stamens and corona in 
Asclepiadaceae

herb a plant with a soft non-woody impermanent stem

hermaphrodite of a reproductive organ having the characters of both sexes; a 
flower with both stamens and pistils

hirsute hairy with long distinct rather coarse hairs

hispid referring to a covering of bristly hairs

hypanthium a tubular elongation of the outer floral envelope raising the calyx

imbricate overlapping as the tiles on a roof

imparipinnate pinnate with an odd terminal leaflet

indehiscent not splitting open at maturity, cf. dehiscent

indumentum a covering of any kind, scales, hairs, etc.

inflorescence the part of a plant bearing flowers, and the way the flowers are 
arranged

internode the portion of stem between adjacent nodes, q.v.

interpetiolar the position on the stem between the points of attachment of 
petioles at the same node, usually with reference to stipules

involucral bracts the leafy units of the involucre in Asteraceae

involucre a cup-like structure usually protective of a flower or flowers in an 
inflorescence, cf. capitulum, epicalyx

irregular lacking in symmetry; a flower with bilateral symmetry is irregular, 
but one with radial symmetry is regular

keel the two united anterior petals of a papilionaceous corolla; the 
midrib of a leaf sharply projecting on the lower side
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kernel the seed in a 'stone' fruit, cf. drupe

labellum the unique midline petal in an orchid or other similar structure, for 
example, the enlarged staminode in Zingiberaceae

lacerate torn or irregularly divided

lamina the expanded part or blade of a leaf

lanceolate a shape (e.g. leaf-blade) about four or five times as long as broad 
and broader in the proximal half

latex the milky exudate of Euphorbia or other plant when the tissues are 
cut or broken

leaf the expanded outgrowth of a stem, a usually thin, dorsiventral 
organ with green colour and photosynthetic function

leaf-axil see axil

leaf-blade the lamina or broad flat part of the leaf subtended by the petiole

leaflet the laminalar unit of a compound leaf

lemma the principal flower-bearing scale within the glumes in a grass 
spikelet

lenticel a secondary breathing pore in the bark

lepidote beset with small scurfy scales

ligule in the family Compositae, the outwardly directed corolla-limb of a 
ray-floret

limb the distal, usually lobed, part of a tubular corolla or calyx

linear long and narrow with parallel margins

lint the mass of soft hairs developed on the seed-coat of Cotton

lip the prominent upper or lower midlobe of the calyx or corolla of an 
irregular flower

lobe the projecting portion of an indented surface or a cleft margin; 
opposite of sinus

loculus the cavity containing the seeds in an ovary or fruit, or the pollen in 
an anther; -locular (adj.)

-merous referring to the parts of an organ; 5-merous or pentamerous means 
of five parts

midrib the central, usually thickened, vein of a leaf or leaflet blade
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monoecious of a species of plant having unisexual flowers borne on the same 
individual, e.g. Ricinus (Castor Oil) or Zea (Sweet Corn)

mucronate ending abruptly in a short stiff point

nerve the principal veins of a leaf diverging directly from the midrib

node the point on a stem where a leaf, scale-leaf, bract or bracteole is 
or has been borne; also the site of branch origins and sometimes of 
roots; nodose (adj.)

nut a dry indéhiscent fruit with a hard coat

nutlet a small dry one-seeded indéhiscent fruit with a hard fruit-coat

ob- a prefix used to indicate an inverse or opposite condition

oblanceolate of lanceolate shape but reversed, i.e. broader in the distal half

oblong of a (leaf) shape two or more times as long as broad with more or 
less parallel sides and usually rather blunt apex and base

obovate of ovate shape reversed

obtuse blunt, rounded or wide-angled

operculum a lid or inverted cup, as in Eucalyptus calyx, or some kinds of 
capsule; see circumscissile

opposite of leaves inserted two at the same node on opposite sides of the 
stem, also of branches; of organs positioned on the same radius, as 
of stamens in line with petals rather than alternating with them

orbicular circular or nearly so in outline

ovary that (female) part of the flower in which seeds are formed and 
which will become part of the fruit

ovate a shape of the outline of an egg, up to about twice as long as broad 
and broader in the proximal half

ovoid a three-dimensional body of ovate outline

palmate lobed like a hand with spread fingers

panicle a many-flowered inflorescence in which the main axis is branched, 
each branch bearing several flowers or being again branched; 
paniculate (adj.)

pappus the scaly, bristly or hairy appendages surmounting the fruit 
(achene) of Compositae and serving as aids to dispersal

parasite an organism living at the expense of another
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paripinnate pinnate wth an equal number of leaflets in pairs

pectinate cut into segments like the teeth of a comb

pedicel the stalk of an individual flower in an inflorescence

peduncle the stalk of a solitary flower or the main (unbranched) stalk of an 
inflorescence or of a distinct partial inflorescence

pellucid translucent

peltate of a leaf where the stalk is attached to the undersurface rather 
than at the margin, e.g. Colocasia (Eddoe)

pentamerous with parts in fives

perennial plants having a life-span of indefinite duration greater than two 
years; all woody plants and those herbaceous ones capable of 
perpetuating themselves by new growth

perfect a flower which is hermaphrodite, or an organ where all normal 
parts are present

perianth the floral envelopes, calyx or corolla, or both

petal the unit of the corolla, q.v.

petiole the stalk of a leaf

pilose having soft and distinct hairs

pinna a primary division of a compound leaf where these are arranged 
along each side of a common rachis; pinnate (adj). A pinna may be 
a simple leaflet or it may be again divided, see bipinnate, 
tripinnate, etc.

pistil the female organ of a flower, comprising an ovary containing 
ovules which after fertilisation become seeds, usually a style and 
stigma, and becoming all or part of a fruit; pistillate (adj.)

plaited a forrr. of folding lengthwise creating W or M sections or multiples 
thereof

-plinerved referring to the nerves of a leaf which arise from the midrib above 
the base

pod the typical fruit of leguminous plants, a capsule dehiscing along 
two sutures into two valves, sometimes explosively. Each valve 
bears a row of seeds positioned alternately with respect to the 
other valve

polygamo-dioecious with unisexual flowers on different individual plants of the same 
species and some hermaphrodite flowers as well

polygamous of a species which has male, female and hermaphrodite flowers, on 
the same or different individual plants
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prickle a pungent outgrowth of the epidermis or bark

prominulous standing out a little way

proximal the part of an organ nearest to its point of attachment; the 
opposite of distal

puberulous covered with very short soft hairs; puberulent (alternative)

pubescent covered with soft hairs

pulvinus a swelling, usually at the base of a petiole, whereby leaf 
movements may be effected

punctate marked with dots; punctulate (diminutive)

pyramidal shaped like a pyramid

pyrene a nutlet when several are formed by the same flower and comprise 
the same fruit

pyriform pear-shaped

quadripinnate of a compound leaf divided to the fourth order of branching

raceme a simple, often elongated, inflorescence in which each flower is 
stalked and the first to open is at the base; the development of the 
axis is indeterminate, of the flowers centripetal, cf. cyme; 
racemose (adj.)

rachis the main axis of a compound leaf, the continuation of the petiole 
to which pinnae or leaflets are attached; the main axis of an 
inflorescence (sometimes spelt rhachis)

raphe an appendage to the seed

ray of the marginal florets of a capitulum of a member of Compositae 
where these have ligulate corollas, hence ray-florets; cf. disk; of 
some kinds of inflorescence with long spreading branches

receptacle the expanded top of the pedicel to which the flower-parts sepals, 
petals, stamens and ovary are attached; the modified top of the 
peduncle in Compositae to which involucral bracts, receptacle- 
scales and florets are attached in a flower-like inflorescence 
(capitulum) is also referred to as receptacle (or torus)

receptacle-scale a small chaffy bracteole accompanying the florets in the capitulum 
of some Compositae

reduplicate folded backwards (inverted V), e.g. the leaflet of Cocos (Coconut 
palm) in section

regular uniform or symmetrical in shape or structure; of a flower with 
radial symmetry
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reniform kidney-shaped

repand with an uneven margin, slightly less indented than sinuous

reticulate netted or net-veined

retrorse directed backwards or downwards like a barb

retuse with a shallow notch in a rounded apex

revolute rolled back from the margin or tip

rhachis see rachis

rhizome an underground often horizontal stem producing erect leafy shoots 
and roots, organised into nodes and internodes and thus 
distinguishable from a root

rhombic, rhomboid approximating to the shape of a playing-card diamond

rootstock rhizome; sometimes loosely applied to the combination of stems 
and roots at ground-level

rosette of leaves arranged in a radiating pattern at or near the base of the 
stem

rotate wheel-shaped; applied to a regular lobed corolla with a very short 
tube

rugose rough-textured surface, usually in the form of transverse or 
parallel wrinkles

saccate bag-shaped

sagittate shaped like the barbed head of an arrow with acute lobes at the 
base

samara an indehiscent winged fruit or carpel

sap fluid exuding from broken leaves or cut branches or roots from 
whatever internal source whether latex tubes, glands or conducting 
elements

sapling a young tree

sarcotesta a fleshy outer seed-coat

savanna a tropical or subtropical grassland, sometimes with shrubs and 
scattered trees, experiencing seasonal drought

scabrous rough to the touch; scabrid (alternative)

scandent a general term for climbing by whatever means
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scape a leafless unbranched flower-stalk (peduncle), e.g. Hymenocallis 
(Spider Lily) or Allium (Onion); scapose (adj.)

scorpoid with the main axis coiled like the tail of a scorpion

seed the main feature of multiplication and perpetuation of species of 
flowering plants is seed production; seeds are formed in the ovary 
of the flower after pollination and fertilization; they mature in and 
are dispersed by fruits

sepal the unit of the calyx, q.v.

sericeous with close-pressed soft straight hairs; silky

serrate of a leaf-margin toothed like a saw

serrulate serrate with very small teeth

sessile without a stalk

seta a stiff hair or bristle; setae (pl.); setose (adj.)

sheath a broad clasping or enclosing structure, usually applied to the 
proximal part of grass leaves and to protective bracts or 
bracteoles, cf. also spathe

shoot the growing branch with stem and leaves

shrub a woody plant normally not more than 5m tall and branching at or 
very near ground level

simple undivided, the opposite of compound; of a leaf comprising only one 
blade, or of an ovary or fruit derived from only one carpel, e.g. a 
legume pod

sinuate of a flat structure (leaf-margin) with a wavy edge

sinus the recessed portion of an indented surface or a cleft margin; 
opposite of lobe

slash the bark-cut made by a forester to determine colour and texture of 
underbark, nature of latex, odour, etc. of a tree

spadix a fleshy inflorescence axis with numerous compact sessile or short-­
stalked flowers

spathe a specialised, often enlarged, leaf or bract enclosing an 
inflorescence or flower-cluster, cf. also sheath; spathaceous (adj.)

spathulate spoon-shaped with a long-tapering base; spatulate (alternative)

spicate arranged in a spike

spike as of a raceme but the flowers are not stalked

spikelet the specialised partial inflorescence of grasses and sedges
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spine a hardened woody sharp-pointed outgrowth, often derived from a 
branch, stipule or petiole

spiral in reference to the insertion of parts on an axis, e.g. carpels in a 
primitive flower, florets in a capitulum or leaves in Agave 
(Century Plant); leaves in a loose spiral arrangement are often 
referred to as alternate

sporangium the minute capsule-like organ which produces and discharges spores 
in ferns

stamen the male organ in a flower, producing pollen; staminate (adj.)

staminode a sterile or abortive stamen

standard the posterior petal of a papilionaceous corolla

stellate of hairs with radiating branches

stem the main axis of a plant above ground from which all other organs 
arise

stigma the structure on which pollen is received in the female part of the 
flower

stipe the petiole of a fern leaf; the stalk of an ovary or carpel; stipitate 
(adj.)

stipule an appendage to the leaf at or near its base or attached at the 
same node, usually itself leaf-like; stipular or stipulate (adj.)

stolon a stem branch spreading and rooting across the surface of the 
ground; stoloniferous (adj.)

stone the hard inner layer of an otherwise soft fruit containing the seed; 
cf. drupe

striate marked with parallel grooves and ridges

strigillose beset with very short stiff pointed hairs or bristles

sub- a prefix meaning 'rather' or 'almost'

subulate awl-shaped

succulent juicy

suture the line of junction in a carpel wall, often the same as a line of 
dehiscence

synonym a superceded name (abbr. syn.)

taproot the main downward growing root derived from the radicle after 
germination and often persistent
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tendril a slender outgrowth of a climbing plant serving to form an 
attachment to a support usually by curling around it

tepal the divisions of the perianth, particularly in monocots of both calyx 
and corolla homologues when these are very alike

ternate in threes

terete circular in transverse section

testa the outer coat of the seed

tetramerous of parts in fours

thorn a short branch forming a spine, but sometimes an alternative for 
prickle, particularly when curved like those of roses

thyrse a mixed inflorescence with the main axis indeterminate and the 
lateral branches cymose

tomentose densely covered with hairs; tomentellous (diminutive)

torulose a cylindrical structure, for example a pod, with alternate 
constrictions and swellings

tree a woody plant of indefinite height with a single main stem (trunk)

trifoliolate with three leaflets

tripinnate of a compound leaf divided to the third order of branching

truncate cut off abruptly

tuber a thickened subterranean branch of stem or root; tuberous (adj.)

tubercle a small outgrowth or swelling; tuberculate (adj.)

twig a shoot or small branch of a shrub or tree

umbel an inflorescence in which all the flower-stalks arise from the same 
point

umbelliform resembling an umbel

undershrub a small shrub or herb with some woody characteristics

undulate of a wavy surface

unilocular of an organ with a single cavity

unisexual a flower having stamens only (male or staminate) or ovary and 
stigma(s) only (female or pistillate)

vaginate sheathed
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valve one segment of a capsule after dehiscence

vein a strand of vascular tissue; venation - the pattern of veins in a leaf

verticil an arrangement of parts around an axis at the same level; see 
whorl

villous with a covering of long weak hairs, shaggy; villose (alternative)

vine a climbing plant

weed an adventive plant growing where it is not wanted

whorl a cyclical arrangement of three or more structures (leaves) at the 
same node

wing one of the two lateral petals of a papilionaceous flower

zygomorphic of a flower that is bilaterally symmetrical and can only be divided 
into two halves in one vertical plane

344



(b) Terms used under Medicinal Uses

abortifacient an agent which induces abortion

amenorrhoea absence of the menstrual flow

antiscorbutic a substance that prevents or cures scurvy

anthelmintic a drug which kills intestinal worms or causes their expulsion

anuria inability to urinate (see oliguria)

aphrodisiac an agent causing sexual arousal

astringent a substance which helps to clear mucus from the throat

biliousness a condition associated with the gall bladder, as in jaundice. It is 
caused by several factors and is usually characterized by vomiting, 
associated with gall bladder eructation, and sometimes headaches

Brights nephrotic syndrome caused by malfunction of the kidney and 
infection leading to anuria

Buckley's White 
Rub

ointment with menthol and oils of peppermint (Mentha spp.) and 
wintergreen (Gaultheria spp.)

bush yaws a non-venereal tropical disease - Leishmaniasis. The infection is 
caused by Leishmania brasiliensis and L. guianensis in Guyana. It is 
characterized by an initial lesion, followed by further multiple 
lesions of the skin

carminative a drug which relieves flatulence

decoction an aqueous solution of active principles made by boiling the plant 
or plant part

dropsy drowsiness and listlessness which may be due to some other 
physical disorder but is usually associated with oedema of the face 
or feet or anasarca of the whole body due to excessive water 
retention in the tissues

dye lotion either 1% tetrimide solution or flavine (known by commercial 
names acriflavine or aqua flavine) which are used as antiseptic 
solutions

dysmenorrhoea painful menstruation

earache inflammation of the ear (otitis)

emetic a drug or substances that induce vomiting

emmenagogue an agent that promotes menstrual discharge

filaria a parasitic disease of the tropics, filariasis, caused by infestation 
of threadworms belonging to the genus Filaria; chiefly Wucherichia 
bancrofti in Guyana
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fresh fat tallow from cattle

ground itch fungal infection between the toes sometimes called Athlete's Foot

high wine 65% alcohol (ethanol)

Hoffman's drops ether spirit (J0% ether with 90% ethanol)

hypertension high blood pressure

hypotension low blood pressure

infusion an aqueous or alcoholic solution of active principles prepared by 
pouring water or alcohol on the plant or plant part

jigger irritating dermatitis caused by insect bites. The wingless 
bloodsucking ectoparasites have the power to burrow into the 
subcutaneous tissues of the sole of the foot causing itching. Pearly 
white or yellowish eggs are laid which form cysts

lactagogue an agent which increases milk production in nursing mothers

lotta fungal infection characterized by white or brown spots or patches 
on the skin

oliguria a condition of too little excretion of urine

soft grease paraffin ointment of astringent nature

sore eyes 
(red eyes)

conjunctivitis (inflammation of the conjunctiva)

steel drops ferric chloride solution

tete acute dermatitis caused by a mixed bacterial and fungal infection

thrush fungal infection caused by Candida albicans occurring especially in 
the oral cavity of infants

wheezing difficulty in breathing due to bronchitis (by infection) or asthma 
(by allergy)
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