
CHAPTER 3 : EDUCATIO N AN D ISOLATIO N 

1. Variation s o n th e them e o f isolatio n i n relatio n t o educatio n 

1.1 I n th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t discussio n paper , fo r 8CE C o f whic h th e 
present monograp h i s a  development , th e issu e o f isolatio n i s afforde d onl y 
five paragraph s ou t o f 4 1 . Give n tha t th e remi t fo r thi s essa y als o place s a 
greater emphasi s o n scal e b y settin g a  population , (unde r 2  million) , rathe r 
than an y othe r criterio n fo r inclusion , isolatio n i s examine d mainl y i n term s 
of it s link s wit h th e issu e o f scale , throug h whic h multipl e disadvantag e fo r 
many smal l countrie s i s engendered . 

1.2 However , i t i s necessar y t o conside r firs t th e concep t o f isolatio n accordin g 
to mor e tha n jus t th e customar y spatia l variant , significan t thoug h i t 
obviously is . I n othe r words , i t i s importan t t o discus s isolatio n a s wel l a s 
remoteness. Bot h o f cours e ar e relativ e indice s pe r se , bu t als o relat e t o 
each other , no t necessaril y wit h a  hig h leve l o f correlation . I n additio n t o 
the spatia l variant s o f isolation , i t ma y als o b e usefu l t o selec t political , 
social, an d cultura l variant s fo r consideration . 

2 . Th e spatia l varian t 

2.1 Withi n th e spatia l varian t o f isolatio n ther e ar e a t leas t fou r component s tha t 
have actua l o r potentia l relevanc e t o th e provisio n o f educationa l services . 
First , ther e i s distance , th e elemen t whic h relate s t o th e ide a o f 
remoteness. Som e o f th e countrie s i n th e sampl e hav e vas t lan d area s t o 
administer, an d despit e th e ver y lo w densit y o f populatio n encountere d i n th e 
interiors o f Belize , Botswan a an d Guyana , th e provisio n an d administratio n o f 
education ha s stil l t o tak e place . Th e distance s involve d giv e ris e no t onl y 
to hig h transportatio n costs , bu t als o permi t o f numerou s hazard s constrainin g 
the efficienc y o f distributio n no t onl y o f materials , bu t als o staff , 
information, idea s an d sometime s eve n pupils . I n additio n t o th e propriet y o f 
providing educationa l facilitie s an d opportunitie s t o al l cit izens , howeve r 
remote fro m th e mai n cluster s o f population , ther e i s als o a  questio n o f 
national security . I t wa s note d i n Chapte r 2  tha t al l thre e countrie s fac e 
geopolitical pressures , s o tha t i n additio n t o th e proble m o f basi c provision , 
it i s fel t necessar y t o involv e educationa l expertis e i n openin g u p an d the n 
'controlling' th e interio r an d periphera l zone s o f th e country . Guyana' s 
Hinterland Developmen t Programm e fo r youn g adults , Botswana' s variou s non -
formal programmes , an d Belizea n involvemen t i n th e Unite d State s aide d 
Rural Educatio n an d Agricultura l Projec t ar e al l educationa l contribution s t o 
meeting thes e objectives . 

2.2 Larg e distance s i n absolut e term s ar e als o encountere d i n widel y disperse d 
multi-island nation s lik e Fiji , Kiribati , Tuvalu , Tong a an d Th e Bahamas . Eve n 
using se a transpor t th e cost s o f educationa l administratio n an d provisio n ar e 
significantly increased , an d i n th e Pacifi c th e s tat e o f th e ocea n sometime s 
inhibits inter-islan d contac t fo r considerabl e period s o f t ime . Ai r transpor t 
has i n som e instance s substitute d fo r shippin g an d give n it s greate r 
restrictions an d cos t ha s ofte n engendere d rathe r tha n reduce d persona l 
isolation a s fa r a s rura l communitie s ar e concerned . 

2 .3 Distanc e i s als o a  facto r increasin g potentia l co-operatio n betwee n a s wel l a s 
within nations . I n th e Sout h Pacifi c an d Caribbea n region s th e smalle r 
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Commonwealth nation s hav e establishe d regiona l programme s an d institution s 
of education . Th e larg e distance s involve d greatl y increas e operatin g cost s i n 
comparison wit h thei r counterpart s i n mor e develope d o r compac t countries . 
The logistica l problem s facin g suc h bodie s a s th e Universitie s o f th e Wes t 
Indies an d th e Sout h Pacific , an d th e Caribbea n Examination s Counci l ar e 
extremely challengin g an d plac e a  premiu m o n individua l an d nationa l 
expertise an d commitment . Problem s o f separatio n an d distanc e hav e 
contributed t o difficultie s i n effectin g an d maintainin g educationa l co -
operation betwee n Botswana , Lesoth o an d Swaziland . 

2.4 Ther e ar e als o extra-nationa l an d extra-regiona l distance s t o b e considered . 
Small Commonwealt h countrie s continu e t o maintai n an d sometime s rel y o n 
educational link s wit h metropolita n an d othe r develope d countries . I n genera l 
long distance s an d hig h cost s ar e involved , bu t neare r source s o f suppor t ma y 
be eithe r inferio r i n qualit y o r unacceptabl e fo r politica l reasons . 

2 .5 Distanc e i s a  relativ e t e rm , an d wha t ma y b e smal l i n som e countrie s ma y 
be larg e i n others . Withi n smal l mountainou s islan d nation s suc h a s Dominic a 
and Sain t Lucia , actua l journe y distance s ma y excee d th e straigh t lin e 
distance b y mor e tha n double , an d a t th e scal e o f individua l pupils ' wal k t o 
school ma y b e inhibiting . Thi s leve l o f isolatio n occur s o f cours e i n large r 
nations also , bu t whe n compounde d wit h th e nationa l an d internationa l 
dimensions ca n b e disproportionatel y influential . 

2.6 Th e secon d spatia l componen t i s aeria l insulatio n o r constriction . Al l nation s 
have boundaries , bu t i n th e cas e o f Islan d Developin g an d Othe r Speciall y 
Disadvantaged State s th e possibilitie s fo r cross-borde r interactio n ar e limited . 
This i s on e o f thos e mat te r s , lik e mos t aspect s o f scal e wher e smal l 
countries encounte r a  greate r degre e o f constrain t tha n d o large r countries . 
Nonetheless i t i s ironica l tha t nationa l educatio n system s ar e s o tie d u p wit h 
national identit y an d politica l contro l mechanism s a s t o b e a  majo r factorin g 
fostering insularit y o f outloo k withi n an y particula r country . Th e fac t tha t 
small islan d nation s ar e a t th e en d o f a n internationa l continuu m o f insularit y 
is o f universa l significanc e i n tha t : 

"How the y approac h an d adjus t t o thi s problem , 
and th e rol e the y variousl y assig n t o educatio n i n 
relation t o ecolog y (huma n an d otherwise) , coul d 
be o f mor e tha n academi c interes t t o thos e o f u s 
whose insularit y i s mor e continentall y based" . (1 ) 

2.7 Thi s stron g associatio n betwee n forma l educationa l system s an d th e nationa l 
spatial paramete r i s particularl y inappropriat e fo r ver y smal l countrie s whos e 
concerns hav e increasingl y t o b e wit h th e loca l an d internationa l dimensions , 
at th e interfac e betwee n interna l need s an d externa l influence s an d systems . 

2.8 Isolation , i t ha s bee n remarke d above , i s a  relativ e t e rm . Ther e ar e degree s 
of isolatio n eve n withi n smal l countries ; withi n region s suc h a s th e 
Caribbean, th e (Mediterranean , th e India n Ocean , th e Sout h Pacifi c an d 
Southern Afric a whenc e ou r sampl e countrie s come ; an d withi n th e worl d a s a 
whole. Relativ e isolatio n i s merel y anothe r wa y o f describin g th e thir d spatia l 
component, namel y dispartie s i n th e distributio n an d densit y o f huma n 
population. Thi s i s no t exactl y th e sam e a s sayin g tha t ther e ar e th e sam e 
disparities i n th e distributio n o f primar y educatio n provision , a t leas t i n th e 
small countrie s o f th e Commonwealt h wher e universa l primar y provisio n i s 
commonplace. Ther e ma y wel l b e disparitie s i n th e locatio n o f primar y 
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schools fo r historica l reason s suc h a s differentia l missio n act ivi ty . Howeve r a t 
secondary leve l where , i n underdevelope d economie s i t i s no t ye t possibl e t o 
provide a  complet e system , an d eve n mor e a t tert iar y level , ther e ar e 
marked disparitie s i n th e accessibilit y o f education . I n smal l countrie s wit h 
large lan d area s an d lo w populatio n density , an d i n multi-islan d s ta tes , 
distance problem s rende r th e disparitie s o f acces s eve n mor e irregula r an d 
ex t reme. Thi s i s no t t o sa y tha t politica l decision s pla y n o par t i n th e 
disparity -  th e politica l varian t i s considere d belo w -  bu t rathe r th e mor e 
extreme demographi c an d geographi c disparitie s foun d i n smal l disadvantage d 
countries pos e almos t impossibl e problem s fo r thos e charge d wit h th e provisio n 
and administratio n o f education . 

2.9 On e o f th e mos t obviou s manifestation s o f thi s phenomeno n i s tha t o f th e 
dichotomy betwee n urba n an d rura l sector s o f countrie s i n respec t o f acces s 
to post-primar y education . Forma l educatio n i s a n essentiall y urba n 
phenomenon i n it s origin s an d evolutio n tha t ha s bee n transmitte d t o rura l 
a reas . B e tha t a s i t ma y town s an d citie s hav e th e concentratio n o f post -
compulsory educationa l facilities . I n th e smal l islan d nation s exhibitin g 
compactness ( e . g . , Barbado s an d Mal ta) , ther e i s n o significan t problem . I n 
the lo w density , littora l countrie s man y rura l area s ar e isolate d i n respec t o f 
secondary an d tert iar y education , bu t give n a  willingnes s t o migrate , i t i s 
possible t o reac h facilitie s b y on e o f th e basi c mode s o f lan d transpor t -  i t i s 
within th e orbi t o f individua l capability , thoug h ofte n ver y difficult . Bu t i n 
the multi-islan d nation s th e logistic s o f migratio n ar e mor e considerabl e a s 
insularity intervenes . Nonetheles s i n suc h countrie s i n th e Sout h Pacific , plu s 
The Bahama s an d Seychelle s urbanisatio n i s proceedin g apace , eve n t o th e 
extent o f som e oute r island s becomin g rapidl y depopulated . 

2.10 Th e fourt h an d fina l spatia l aspec t pertainin g t o degre e o f isolatio n i s tha t o f 
networks o f movement . Thi s mean s tha t direc t distanc e i s no t alway s 
accurate a s a n indicatio n o f degre e o f isolation , an d thi s applie s t o 
movements o f people , schoo l materials , advisor y services , an d s o on . 
Comment wa s mad e i n Chapte r 2  o n th e significanc e o f th e convergenc e o f 
trading route s fo r correspondin g economi c growt h an d diversificatio n i n Malta , 
Barbados an d Fiji . Man y smal l countrie s ar e les s fortunate , an d ther e ha s 
often bee n a  paradoxica l increas e i n isolatio n a s ai r transpor t ha s take n ove r 
from se a transport . Quit e apar t fro m th e smal l inter-islan d movement s o f 
boats an d ship s providin g relativel y eas y intra-regiona l migration , eve n th e 
largest shi p ca n ancho r offshor e an d offloa d vi a loca l craf t . Ther e i s n o suc h 
equivalent i n ai r transport . 

2.11 Insid e eac h country , eve n thos e wit h larg e lan d areas , th e leve l o f econom y 
and technolog y doe s no t permi t mor e tha n a  skeleto n networ k o f goo d road s 
outside o f th e mai n ci ty , withi n whic h ther e ma y wel l hav e bee n 
disproportionate level s o f publi c spendin g i n vie w o f it s statu s an d th e lif e 
style o f th e urba n e l i te . Th e smalle r th e country , th e starke r th e contrast , 
unless th e countr y i s compac t lik e Malt a an d Barbados , rememberin g tha t 
compactness i s a n economi c an d demographi c a s wel l a s a  geographi c 
indicator. Barbado s ha s bee n describe d as : " . . . a  cit y wher e suga r grow s i n 
the suburbs " ( 2 ) , an d th e sophisticatio n an d conditio n o f th e roa d networ k 
plus th e efficien t bu s servic e enable s journey s t o schoo l t o tak e plac e i n 
virtually an y directio n tha t ma y b e necessary . Suc h a  combinatio n o f 
international rout e focu s an d interna l networ k i s unusua l an d greatl y assist s 
the developmen t an d operatio n o f educationa l services . B y contrast , withi n 
the nearb y island s o f th e Commonwealt h Easter n Caribbea n ther e ar e man y 
locally isolate d area s despit e th e relativel y smal l scal e o f eac h country . 
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Those wi t h genuin e internat iona l airport s an d relate d touris t sector s (Ant igu a 
and Barbud a an d Sain t Lucia ) ar e clearl y les s isolated , an d th e localise d 
improvement o f interna l roa d network s i s no t unrelated . Henc e Grenada' s 
drive t o gai n a n airpor t o f thi s stature-on e whic h i s no w nearin g complet ion . 

3. Pol i t ica l isolatio n 

3.1 Th e secon d var iant , pol i t ica l isolatio n ha s alread y bee n touche d o n i n term s 
of aeria l insulatio n an d it s educationa l impl icat ions . I t i s no t onl y a  questio n 
of pol i t ica l geography , bu t als o o f pol i t ica l status . Table s 2  an d 3  i n 
Chapter 1  giv e brie f detail s o f th e independent , associate d an d dependen t 
states o f th e Commonwealth . Eve n th e dependen t state s hav e interna l 
responsibil ity fo r educationa l provision , bu t i n th e las t resor t th e 
responsibility fo r th e maintenanc e o f al l service s bea r upo n th e overseein g 
power an d ther e i s a  goo d chanc e o f supplementar y suppor t f ro m tha t sourc e 
for educat ion . Increase d independenc e an d i n du e cours e a  ful l y independen t 
status ha s obviousl y increase d th e degre e o f pol i t ica l isolatio n i n term s o f th e 
cessation o f metropol i ta n responsibi l i ty . Fo r th e economicall y poore r and/o r 
low densit y pol i t ical l y independen t nation s ne w challenge s hav e arise n i n 
relat ion t o th is . 

3.2 Th e mos t obviou s i s th e cos t o f providin g educationa l opportunitie s fro m 
wi th in th e nationa l economy . Viewe d f ro m th e perspectiv e o f th e inevitabl y 
highly personalise d worl d o f th e interna l poli t ic s o f a  smal l s ta te , educationa l 
decision-making an d plannin g ten d t o tak e o n a  disproportionatel y hig h status . 
Not onl y i s i t take n t o b e th e responsibilit y o f th e governmen t t o increas e 
educational opportuni ty , bu t som e sor t o f curriculu m chang e become s 
necessary t o ref lec t th e ne w nationa l statu s an d als o t o enabl e th e 
government t o ef fec t whateve r ideologica l influenc e i t deem s appropriate . 
Since ver y smal l countrie s i n part icula r hav e fe w alternat iv e source s o f 
employment fo r formal l y educate d manpower , teachin g an d othe r appointment s 
in educatio n ar e ofte n highl y prize d opportunit ies . Thi s ha s create d a  self -
perpetuating mechanis m bu t wi t h diminishin g opportunitie s fo r educationa l 
employment, du e t o th e variou s constraint s o f scale . Th e worl d o f educatio n 
in a  smal l countr y carrie s pol i t ica l muscl e undreame d o f b y it s counterpart s 
in larger , especiall y develope d countr ies . Thi s heightene d s i tuat ion , despite , 
or perhap s becaus e o f th e genera l interes t i n educationa l opportunit y tend s t o 
operate a s a  conservativ e fo rce . Consequentl y th e sor t o f radica l rethinkin g 
necessary t o provid e locall y relevan t educationa l suppor t fo r th e ofte n ver y 
dist inct ive communitie s comprisin g smal l Commonwealt h countrie s i s no t pu t 
to th e tes t , unles s a  radical l y or ientate d governmen t force s itsel f int o power . 
If suc h a  governmen t ha s a  stron g ideologica l commitmen t -  o f whateve r typ e 
- the n ther e i s merel y a  ne w orthodox y fo r educatio n t o conten d w i t h . I f th e 
government i s mor e open , i t w i l l hav e t o confron t th e ke y issu e o f someho w 
educating th e att i tude s o f it s adul t communit y t o b e wi l l in g t o t r y ou t 
re forms, th e objective s o f whic h ar e t o lin k th e ver y loca l learnin g need s 
wi th th e skill s require d fo r internationa l co-operat ion . Unfortunatel y th e 
pol i t ical isolatio n o f independen t statu s seem s t o focu s at tent io n an d ef for t a t 
the conceptua l leve l o f th e s ta te . 

3.3 I n additio n t o th e ef fec t o f pol i t ica l isolatio n o n interna l pol i t ica l pressure s i n 
respect o f th e administrat io n an d conten t o f education , ther e i s als o th e 
question o f i t s ef fec t o n b i la te ra l , mul t i la tera l o r regiona l co-operatio n 
between group s o f smal l nations . Wit h referenc e t o th e region s whenc e com e 
the sampl e nation s ther e hav e bee n clea r di f f icul t ie s o f co-operatio n i n 
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southern Africa , th e Commonwealt h Caribbea n an d th e Sout h Pacifi c du e i n 
part t o th e clos e identificatio n betwee n educatio n an d nationa l identify . Thi s 
has t o d o wit h interdependenc y betwee n smal l nation s an d wil l b e discusse d 
further unde r th e headin g o f dependenc y i n Chapte r 4 . Suffic e i t t o sa y her e 
that th e comin g int o pla y o f th e ful l apparatu s o f politica l independence , 
however desirabl e tha t ma y b e i n itself , doe s no t necessaril y assis t th e 
successful developmen t an d operatio n o f regiona l initiative s i n education . 

3.4 Som e smal l state s fin d themselve s i n th e situatio n o f bein g a  politica l enclav e 
isolated fro m thei r Commonwealt h partners , an d wit h rathe r overbearin g 
neighbours. Candidate s fo r thi s categor y ar e Lesotho , Botswana , Swaziland , 
The Gambia , Malta , Th e Bahamas , Belize , Gibraltar , Britis h Virgi n Islands , 
and th e Falklan d Islands . I n som e case s o f course , suc h a s Th e Bahama s an d 
the Britis h Virgi n Islands , ther e i s no t s o muc h a  politica l a s a  cultura l an d 
administrative proble m fo r education . I n thes e tw o countrie s ther e i s a  direc t 
link betwee n loca l system s an d thos e o f th e US A -  i n Florid a an d th e U S 
Virgin Island s respectively . Th e Souther n Africa n tri o hav e obviou s problem s 
in relatio n t o th e Republi c o f Sout h Africa , an d thei r ow n relativel y ne w 
universities ar e particularl y importan t i n providin g a n independen t facilit y fo r 
high leve l huma n resourc e development . Th e Gambia , almos t surrounde d b y 
Senegal has , sinc e th e abortiv e cou p o f 1981 , move d politicall y close r t o it s 
neighbour, an d thi s ma y hav e educationa l implications . Malta ' s situatio n i s a n 
intriguing one , bearin g i n min d th e historica l relationshi p betwee n it s neares t 
neighbours Ital y an d Libya , a s wel l a s th e curren t regiona l significanc e o f th e 
l a t t e r . No t surprisingl y then , i n additio n t o th e us e o f educatio n i n 
maintaining it s longstandin g nationalit y an d uniqu e language , bot h Italia n an d 
Arabic ar e importan t subject s i n Malta . A t i t happens , an d thi s ha s bee n 
clearly illustrate d above , Malt a ha s th e mos t compac t an d wel l develope d 
pattern o f huma n ecolog y o f al l smal l Commonwealt h countries , t o whic h th e 
various strand s o f educationa l activit y contribut e mos t significantly . 

3.5 Th e case s o f Belize , Gibralta r an d th e Falklan d Island s ar e th e mos t 
problematical, al l bein g subjec t t o territoria l claim s b y neighbourin g 
countries. Beliz e i s a  larg e are a lo w densit y countr y wit h a  hig h proportio n 
of it s populatio n i n Beliz e City . I n orde r t o stimulat e colonisatio n an d 
development o f th e interio r th e sea t o f governmen t wa s remove d som e year s 
ago t o th e ne w capita l o f Belmopan , locate d a s nea r a s possibl e t o th e 
centre o f th e terr i tory . Th e Belizea n authoritie s ar e ver y muc h awar e o f th e 
need t o maintai n educationa l service s i n communitie s clos e t o th e boundarie s 
with Guatemal a an d Mexico , especiall y a s som e ethni c groups , notabl y th e 
Mayans straddl e th e border . Spanis h i s clearl y importan t here , a s i t i s i n 
Gibraltar, a  countr y wher e politica l isolation , combine d i n thi s cas e wit h ver y 
small physica l an d demographi c scal e ha s ha d importan t effort s i n educationa l 
t e rms . Gibral tar ' s strategi c statu s ha s supporte d a  majo r garriso n an d th e 
dockyard facilit y ha s bee n th e mainsta y o f it s econom y an d th e sourc e o f 
considerable ai d fro m Britai n fo r educationa l development . Th e syste m i s 
English, eve n t o th e exten t o f al l initia l teache r trainin g bein g undertake n i n 
England, a s wel l a s othe r area s o f professiona l training . Th e onl y post -
compulsory facilit y i n th e countr y i s th e Dockyar d Technica l College . 

3.6 Wit h th e sever e reduction s i n Britai n teachin g force , ther e ca n n o longe r b e 
the confiden t expectatio n o f employmen t ther e fo r th e exces s productio n o f 
the Gibralta r system ; likewis e i n th e othe r professions . Followin g th e closur e 
of th e nava l dockyar d ther e wil l b e th e possibilit y o f it s re-developmen t a s 
an are a o f manufacturing , processin g an d servic e industries , an d i f thi s 
happens a  ne w directio n i n att i tud e a s wel l a s i n organisatio n ma y hav e t o b e 
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taken b y th e administ rat ion . Th e borde r wi t h Spai n ha s bee n close d sinc e 
1969, an d durin g tha t perio d subjectiv e observation s clai m a  noticeabl e 
decline i n th e standar d o f Spanis h an d o f English . I f thi s i s so , i t i s du e t o 
the lac k o f da y t o da y intercours e i n goo d Spanis h whic h bein g th e languag e 
of th e hom e the n ha s a  constrainin g ef fec t o n th e standar d o f l inguisti c usag e 
in general , includin g English . I n thi s cas e th e proble m tha t i s appearin g i s 
due t o a n intensif icat io n o f pol i t ica l isolatio n du e t o th e borde r closur e b y 
Spain, bu t somewha t simila r problem s als o aris e a s a  resul t o f othe r form s o f 
isolat ion. 

4 . Socia l an d cultura l isolatio n 

4 . 1 Languag e problem s ar e par t o f th e genera l issu e o f socia l an d cultura l 
isolat ion, i n respec t o f whic h educatio n agai n stand s i n a  paradoxica l 
posi t ion. Smallnes s i s no t necessaril y correlate d wi t h monolingualism . T o 
take a n extrem e case , Vanuat u i s estimate d t o hav e abou t 20 0 recognisabl e 
l inguistic system s i n a  populatio n o f abou t 105,000 . 

4.2 Mos t o f th e smal l countrie s o f th e Commonwealt h exis t i n thei r presen t for m 
as a  resul t o f colonisat ion , an d therefor e thi s issu e relate s als o t o aspect s o f 
dependency. I n som e suc h countrie s th e indigenou s cultur e ha s bee n stron g 
enough t o survive , a t leas t l inguist ical ly , alongsid e th e version s o f Brit is h 
culture imparte d b y colonisin g inf luences , an d ha s reasserte d itsel f afte r th e 
achievement o f independence . Malt a ha s alread y bee n mentione d i n thi s 
respect, an d th e Souther n Afr ica n t r i o , whil e usin g Englis h fo r mos t forma l 
education purposes , strongl y retai n thei r variou s loca l language s fo r socia l l i f e 
and therefor e informa l educat ion . Th e Gambi a i s simila r i n thi s respect , 
there bein g f iv e o r si x mai n language s used , al l indigenous . 

4.3 I t is  i n th e smal l Commonwealt h countrie s o f th e tropica l islan d zone s tha t a 
socio-cul tural isolatio n i s part icular l y evident . I n al l thre e cases , Caribbean , 
Indian Ocea n an d Sout h Pac i f ic , th e contemporar y appearanc e o n th e 
internat ional pol i t ica l scen e o f a  signif ican t numbe r o f microstate s i s th e 
outcome o f th e mar i t im e natur e an d globa l logistic s o f th e Brit is h Imperia l 
system o f a  pas t age . Durin g tha t perio d th e genera l patter n o f indirec t rul e 
and i n man y case s crow n colon y governmen t greatl y enhance d th e idiosyncrac y 
of eac h islan d te r r i t o r y . I n th e cas e o f th e Sout h Paci f ic , du e t o th e result s 
of previou s colonisations , voyage s an d conf l ict s involvin g th e variou s people s 
of Micronesia , Polynesi a an d Melanesia , a s wel l a s t o th e comparativel y 
greater distance s betwee n islan d clusters , ther e wa s b y th e t im e o f Europea n 
colonisation a  fa i r l y wel l establishe d patter n o f cul tures . Brit is h 
administrat ion seeme d merel y t o freez e th e patter n an d ad d whateve r 
idiosyncracies emerge d f ro m individua l governor s an d off icer s o f th e colonia l 
service. I n othe r word s th e part icula r styl e o f colonialis m adopte d serve d t o 
enhance rathe r tha n reduc e th e relat iv e isolatio n o f islan d culture s on e fro m 
another. Th e particula r characte r o f th e infusio n o f a  Brit is h elemen t int o 
the evolvin g cultur e o f eac h emergin g natio n o f wha t is  no w th e 
Commonwealth Sout h Pac i f ic , depende d ver y muc h o n th e part icula r mi x o f 
Christ ian missio n involvement . Give n tha t th e matte r o f forma l educationa l 
provision wa s le f t almos t entirel y i n th e hand s o f thes e variou s missions , an d 
bearing i n min d th e distinctivenes s o f th e islan d cultures , a  legac y o f nationa l 
idiosyncracy wa s bequeathe d tha t ha s prove d a  troublesom e legac y fo r regiona l 
educational in i t iat ive s i n th e Sout h Pacif i c t o cop e w i t h . 

4.4 Variation s o n a  genera l them e o f unit y an d diversit y continu e wi th i n th e 
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sometimes numerou s component s o f multi-islan d s t a tes . A t th e ver y loca l 
level man y o f thes e Pacifi c communitie s ru n economie s o n a  ver y limite d 
natural resourc e bas e an d i n subtl e adjustmen t t o th e islan d ecosyste m ( 3 ) . 
Any patter n o f educatio n tha t i s no t abl e t o itsel f adjus t t o suc h 
circumstances i s unlikel y t o b e helpfu l t o th e economi c surviva l an d 
development o f suc h groups . 

The broa d cas e o f th e Commonwealt h Caribbean , Mauritius , Seychelle s an d t o 
some exten t th e majo r island s o f Fij i i s somewha t different . Whil e sharin g 
with th e Sout h Pacifi c island s th e sam e styl e o f colonia l administratio n wit h 
its idiosyncracie s an d differentia l missio n involvemen t i n education , thi s se t 
of territorie s wa s muc h mor e involve d i n th e mainstrea m o f colonia l 
exploitation throug h th e plantatio n system , an d t o a  considerabl e exten t stil l 
i s . Som e economi c consequence s o f thi s wil l b e mentione d i n Chapte r 4  unde r 
dependency, bu t ther e ar e als o importan t socia l an d cultura l implication s fo r 
education. 

In thi s grou p o f territorie s th e histor y o f plantation s ha s involve d th e 
immigration, ofte n i n condition s o f slavery , o f a  labou r forc e fro m outsid e 
the a rea . Wit h th e exceptio n o f Fiji , an d possibl y Mauritius , th e origina l 
inhabitants o f thes e places , sometime s ver y few , wer e eliminated , an d a 
mainly negr o slav e labou r forc e trade d i n fro m Africa . Vestige s o f Africa n 
culture an d languag e wer e suppressed , an d o n th e abolitio n o f slavery , th e 
freed slave s establishe d ne w communitie s outsid e o f th e plantation s fo r whic h 
in severa l island s indenture d labou r fro m th e India n Sub-Continen t wa s 
subsequently brough t in . Th e resul t i s a  variet y o f multicultura l settings , 
each distinctive , bu t i n a  numbe r o f case s remarkabl y comparabl e acros s th e 
island zones . 

For example , give n th e ethni c compositio n o f contemporar y Mauritius , Fij i 
and Trinida d an d Tobago , illustrate d i n Chapte r 1 , Figur e 1 , i t i s no t 
surprising t o fin d toda y ver y simila r socia l tension s appearin g i n respec t o f 
the generall y superio r educationa l achievement s o f th e secto r o f th e 
population o f India n origin . So , i n additio n t o a  nationa l o r islan d socio -
cultural isolation , ther e tend s t o b e ver y distinc t interna l disparitie s relate d 
to multi-variat e relationship s o f colour , class , religion/denomination , a s th e 
following quotatio n i n respec t o f Port-of-Spai n i n Trinida d il lustrates : 

"The socia l structur e tha t emerge s fro m th e 
(1960) analysi s i s compose d o f a  segmente d Creol e 
group wit h th e India n an d othe r minoritie s alignin g 
themselves wit h th e uppe r portio n o r stratu m o f 
the Creoles . Th e Creol e uppe r stratu m i s 
characterised b y a  divisio n int o tw o par ts , th e 
upper par t bein g associate d wit h professiona l 
s ta tus , universit y educatio n an d Presbyterianism ; 
and th e lowe r par t correlatin g mor e closel y wit h 
non-manual s ta tus , secondar y level s o f education , 
and Roma n Catholicism , an d reflectin g th e 
coloured middl e clas s . . . th e lo w statu s sub-grou p 
is characterise d b y skille d o r unskille d s ta tus , 
employment a s domestics , th e practic e o f commo n 
law an d visitin g union s an d achievemen t o f lo w 
educational levels . I t i s als o closel y associate d 
with th e Anglica n Churc h an d representativ e o f th e 
status of the majority of the Negro population." 
(4) 
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4.8 I f w e ad d t o th e l inguisti c diversit y o f a  mul t icu l tura l communi ty , th e 
part icular l inguisti c situatio n o f th e mas s o f th e negr o populatio n o f mos t 
Caribbean Commonwealt h state s w e encounte r anothe r featur e o f cul tura l 
isolation o f grea t significanc e fo r educat ion . Th e ancestor s o f thes e peopl e 
were prevente d f ro m usin g thei r Af r ica n language s an d f ro m learnin g Englis h 
during th e lon g perio d o f slavery . Th e resul t ha s bee n tha t i n eac h islan d 
there ha s develope d a  largel y unwri t te n an d relat ivel y l imi te d creol e o r patoi s 
as th e socia l language . I n othe r word s th e legac y o f colonisatio n ha s bee n t o 
isolate peopl e l inguist ical l y an d pu t the m i n a  positio n where , unlik e i n th e 
major i ty o f Pacif i c islands , th e mothe r tongu e ma y plac e considerabl e 
constraints o n genera l l inguisti c an d educationa l development . 

4.9 I n summar y then , mos t t ropica l islan d nation s o f th e Commonwealt h exhibi t a n 
individual an d uniqu e mi x o f cul tura l an d socia l structure s placin g eac h natio n 
in a  positio n o f socio-cul tura l isolat ion . Tha t mos t o f thes e countrie s ar e no w 
pol i t ical ly independen t an d requir e o f thei r educationa l system s a n enhancemen t 
of nationa l ident i t y merel y compound s th e challeng e o f isolat ion . 

5. Summar y 

5.1 I n summar y i t ca n clearl y b e see n tha t isolatio n fo r smal l Commonwealt h 
countries take s severa l fo rms , an y o f whic h w i l l ten d t o compoun d problem s o f 
scale. Isolatio n i s no t jus t a  questio n o f remotenes s wi t h increase d transpor t 
costs an d logist ica l problem s o f educationa l administrat ion . I t i s a  relat iv e no t 
an absolut e mat te r , i n whic h po l i t i ca l , geographical , socio-cultura l an d 
biological variant s combin e t o creat e no t onl y pattern s o f disparit y i n 
educational provisio n bu t als o indiv idual , communit y an d nationa l perspective s 
on th e outsid e wor ld . Th e fac t tha t a n educatio n syste m wit h a n approve d 
structure an d conten t is  par t o f th e regulator y apparatu s o f th e moder n state , 
and tha t man y smal l countrie s ar e no w pol i t ical l y independent , clearl y 
i l lustrates th e isolationis t potentia l o f forma l education . Paradoxicall y i t , 
together wi t h non-forma l an d informa l educatio n ha s als o th e potentia l t o 
combat isolat ion , bot h i n technologica l capabil i t ie s -  suc h a s distanc e teachin g 
by satel l i t e -  an d i n th e promotio n o f integrationis t att i tude s a t al l level s 
f rom th e individua l schoo l curr iculu m t o internationa l co-operatio n involvin g 
small countr ies . I t i s paradoxica l tha t whe n a  smal l countr y administratio n 
does at temp t a n integrationis t solutio n t o th e proble m o f educationa l 
disadvantage i n th e mor e isolate d outlyin g component s o f an y nat ion , i t ma y 
wel l b e rebuffe d b y th e receive d imag e an d statu s o f educatio n alread y hel d b y 
the remot e communitie s involved . I t i s acces s t o th e highl y select ive , sociall y 
desirable academi c secondar y schoo l wi t h it s fragmente d curr iculu m o f isolate d 
subjects tha t is  desired . Suc h i s th e influenc e o f informa l conventiona l wisdo m 
that i t ha s foun d n o d i f f i cu l t y i n reachin g eve n th e mos t remot e region s an d 
does no t requir e l i terac y fo r i t s messag e t o b e accepted . 

5.2 Isolatio n i s mos t poten t no t i n physica l term s bu t i n it s contr ibut io n t o value d 
notions o f individua l an d nationa l ident i t y whic h for m par t o f th e dependenc y 
legacy o f colonial ism , an d it s mode l o f schoolin g i n part icular . 
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