
SURVEY O F 

EXTRADITION AN D FUGITIV E OFFENDER S LEGISLATIO N A S 

BETWEEN COMMONWEALT H JURISDICTION S 

Introduction 

The legislatio n containe d i n this Surve y i s set ou t i n three Schedules . Schedul e 
I deal s wit h th e extraditio n o r fugitive offender s legislatio n o f those Commonwealt h 
countries whic h hav e legislate d a s a  result o f the Commonwealth La w Officers' 
Conference, 196 6 and o f those to which th e United Kingdo m post-196 6 legislatio n wa s 
extended b y Unite d Kingdo m Orde r i n Council bu t whic h hav e attaine d independenc e since . 
Schedule I I deals wit h th e legislatio n o f Commonwealth countrie s t o which Unite d 
Kingdom post-196 6 legislatio n ha s bee n applie d b y United Kingdo m Orde r i n Council bu t 
have no t yet attaine d independence . Schedule II I deal s wit h thos e Commonwealt h 
countries whic h hav e no t passe d an y legislatio n a s a  direct resul t o f the Conferenc e 
and t o which th e United Kingdom' s post-196 6 legislatio n ha s no t bee n extended . The 196 6 
Commonwealth Schem e i s reproduce d a s Schedul e IV . The main objec t o f the Surve y i s to 
indicate th e exten t t o which tha t Schem e ha s bee n implemente d i n Commonwealt h 
countries. I n this contex t detail s o f extradition arrangement s involvin g 
non-Commonwealth countrie s ar e no t strictl y relevan t bu t sinc e som e referenc e t o the m 
has appeare d i n previou s edition s o f the Surve y suc h reference s have , i n the main, been 
retained althoug h i n abbreviated form , fo r convenience . 

The seria l number s o f the item s se t ou t i n column 2  of Schedules I , II and II I 
refer t o the correspondin g number s se t ou t i n column 1 . 

As fa r a s the designatio n o r declaration o f countries fo r the purpose s o f 
extradition o r fugitive offender s i s concerned, ther e i s no uniformity o f practic e 
among th e variou s states . The positio n a s regard s th e designatio n o r declaration o f 
Commonwealth countries , where known , is set ou t i n the secon d colum n o f Schedules I , II 
and III . 

Many Commonwealt h countrie s hav e two separat e Act s o r Ordinances o n the subjec t o f 
extradition an d fugitiv e offender s -  one relatin g t o Commonwealth countrie s an d th e 
other t o foreig n countries . I n those case s wher e th e sam e basi c Ac t cover s bot h fields , 
the exten t o f it s applicabilit y t o Commonwealth countrie s i s usually mentioned . 

As betwee n forme r Britis h colonies , the Fugitiv e Offender s Act , 1881, of the 
United Kingdo m use d t o apply. On attainin g independenc e som e countrie s repeale d thi s 
Act an d replace d i t with legislatio n whic h applie s t o Commonwealth an d non-Commonwealt h 
countries alike . Such legislatio n ofte n includes , therefore, under the titl e 
"Extradition Act " topics whic h ar e deal t wit h i n the Unite d Kingdo m an d elsewher e unde r 
the separat e heading s o f Extraditio n an d Fugitiv e Offenders . A Note o n lega l cost s 
arising ou t o f extradition proceeding s appear s behin d Schedul e IV . 

The firs t revisio n o f this memorandu m wa s prepare d i n June 197 1 and circulate d b y 
the Lega l Divisio n o f the Commonwealt h Secretaria t t o al l government s o f the 
Commonwealth, independen t an d dependent , for their comments . A number o f replie s wer e 
received submittin g amendment s an d addition s t o Schedule s I  and II . These, and othe r 
amendments an d addition s obtaine d a s a  result o f o f updating researc h i n the variou s 
law librarie s i n London, were incorporate d i n the previou s revisio n o f 1977 . The pre -
sent revision , prepared i n 1982 , embodies amendment s t o the 197 7 revisio n notifie d b y 
the Lega l Divisio n o f the Commonwealt h Secretaria t followin g a  circularisation o f all 
Commonwealth government s togethe r wit h othe r amendment s an d addition s resultin g fro m 
research carrie d ou t i n London. 

While ever y attemp t ha s bee n mad e to provid e a  full, accurate, and up-to-dat e lis t 
of th e legislatio n o f al l Commonwealt h countrie s o n this subject , it should b e note d 
that som e o f suc h legislatio n i s not availabl e i n the Unite d Kingdom . 
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