
Assessment in Primary School Science 

Introduction to the workshop materials 

The workshop approach 
The material s ar e described a s workshop material s becaus e o f the approac h t o teachin g an d 
learning whic h the y us e and convey . A  worksho p approac h i s the ter m use d fo r learnin g 
experiences i n whic h th e learne r create s meanin g an d understandin g throug h hi s or he r 
own menta l an d physica l activit y i n collaboratio n wit h others . What i s provided a s a 
stimulus for thi s activity ca n b e object s o r material s t o investigat e o r t o use , problems t o 
solve, or evidence t o examine an d discuss . The outcom e ma y be an artefact , a  solution t o a 
problem, a  plan, a  critique o r th e recognitio n o f new relationship s betwee n idea s or things . 
Perhaps th e mos t importan t product , however , i s a greater understandin g o f the idea s 
involved. I n the  presen t cas e thi s mean s understandin g o f th e role s o f assessment i n 
teaching an d learning . 

To apply a  workshop approac h i n th e contex t o f assessment , require s tha t worksho p 
participants engag e wit h issue s and problem s o f assessment an d us e evidence i n arrivin g a t 
solutions tha t mak e sens e t o them . Material s such a s case studies , examples o f tests , 
assessment procedure s an d recordin g method s ar e provided fo r discussion an d task s are 
defined s o that th e wor k i s systematic an d purposeful . Th e overal l ai m i s to bring abou t 
changes i n attitude s to , and understandin g of , th e way s i n whic h assessmen t ca n b e a  mean s 
of improvin g education ; thi s require s mor e tha n th e knowledg e o f new techniques . 

The materials in use 
The material s ar e intende d fo r us e i n courses of professional developmen t le d by a worksho p 
leader. They ar e suitabl e fo r us e with a  wide rang e o f participants: teache r educators , 
teachers, inspectors , curriculum developers , examinatio n boar d staf f an d ministr y officials . 

In order  for  the  use  of  the materials  to  achieve  its  aims,  it  is  essential  for  the  workshop 
leader to  read  and  follow  the  Notes  for  Workshop  Leaders  on  page 3. 

The modular structur e of the material s 
There ar e man y facet s o f assessment an d the y d o no t nee d t o be tackle d i n any particula r 
sequence, apar t fro m beginnin g wit h genera l principles . Prioritie s an d need s wil l vary fro m 
time t o time . To allow maximu m flexibilit y i n th e us e of the worksho p material s i t was 
decided t o adopt a  modular structure . This provide s free-standing module s fro m whic h 
courses tailore d t o specific need s ca n b e created . 

The amoun t o f time require d fo r eac h modul e wil l depend t o a  large exten t o n th e 
discussion generate d withi n th e grou p using it , bu t i t i s expected t o be abou t 3  to 4  hours. 
This mean s tha t eac h modul e i s long enough t o cover a  particular aspec t i n som e depth , 
thus counteractin g on e o f the disadvantage s o f a modular structure , tha t i t ca n caus e 
fragmentation i n learning . 

The firs t modul e i s introductory, s o any cours e shoul d begi n wit h thi s and the n mov e t o th e 
priority focu s fo r th e participan t group . This may  be formative (ongoing ) assessmen t o r th e 
creation o f formal, summativ e tests , or th e keepin g o f records, or managemen t o f 
assessment, etc . 
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