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Negotiating an EU-Central Africa EPA : A Brief Overview 

Nicolas Gérard and Francesco Rampa 

Introduction 

Central Africa cover s a vast geographical area with 
a populatio n o f roughl y 9 5 millio n inhabitants . 
Despite their diversity in size, population density and 
economic profile , th e eigh t Centra l Africa n coun -
tries (Cameroon , Centra l Africa n Republic , Chad , 
Democratic Republi c o f Cong o (DRC) , Guinea , 
Gabon, Republi c o f Congo , an d Sa o Tom e an d 
Principe) share a number of distinctive features and 
challenges. A  majo r commo n concer n i s the hig h 
poverty incidence across the region, which has not 
declined ove r th e las t decades . Al l countrie s bu t 
Cameroon, Gabo n an d th e Republi c o f Congo ar e 
classified a s least-develope d countrie s (LDCs) . 
Social an d huma n developmen t indicator s sho w 
very lo w levels , especiall y i n th e tw o landlocke d 
countries (Cha d an d Centra l Africa n Republic) , 
which are classified by the United Nations Develop-
ment Programm e (UNDP ) a s having Lo w Huma n 
Development an d wher e al l socia l indicator s ar e 
below th e Sub-Sahara n Afric a average . Despit e a 
favourable natura l resource s endowment , economi c 
growth i n th e regio n i s lo w an d volatile . Sligh t 
improvements have occurred since the devaluatio n 
of th e 'Fran c d e l a Communaut é Financièr e Afri -
caine' (FCFA ) an d relate d accompanyin g reform s 
initiated i n 1994- 1 Th e politica l situatio n i n th e 
region i s highly unstable due to both interna l con -
flicts (Chad, Central African Republic , the Repub-
lic of Congo) an d the adverse effects o f conflicts i n 
neighbouring countries. 

Central Africa n economie s ar e poorl y diversi -
fied and highly dependent on natural resources (oil, 
forests) fo r thei r export s an d economi c growth . I n 
Equatorial Guine a an d Republi c o f Cong o fo r 
instance, the oil sector accounts for more than 50% 
of GDP. The tertiar y secto r (administration , com -

merce and transport services in particular) i s a cen-
tral economic sector across the whole region, while 
agriculture play s a  significan t rol e i n Cameroon , 
Central African Republi c and Chad. Economic dis-
parities among countries are significant: Cameroo n 
and Gabon, 2 accountin g respectivel y fo r aroun d 
36% and 17 % of total GDP of the region , are rela-
tively larg e economie s whil e Cha d an d Centra l 
African Republi c figur e amon g th e poores t econ -
omies i n th e world , wit h a  GNI pe r capit a whic h 
does not exceed US$300. 

In spite of regional integration initiatives, intra-
regional trad e flow s remai n ver y limited. 3 A s fo r 
external trade , Central African economie s are very 
open on the international market . With significan t 
volatility ove r th e years , tota l export s (i n dolla r 
terms) have risen globally by some 50% over the 20-
year period to 2000, to reach almost €9.5 million in 
2003. Th e EU , an d especiall y France , i s stil l th e 
major tradin g partne r o f th e region , althoug h th e 
US also account fo r a  significant par t o f its exports 
(see Bo x 1  for data) . Centra l Africa n export s ar e 
concentrated in a few sectors. Oil is the main deter-
minant of the trade performance of the region, with 
a shar e o f abou t two-third s o f tota l export s sinc e 
1990, followed by wood and some agricultural prod-
ucts (bananas, cocoa beans, cotton, coffee). Despit e 
liberalisation efforts , Centra l Africa' s participatio n 
in worl d trad e remain s insignificant . I n 2005 , it s 
share in EU trade amounted to barely 0.32% of EU 
exports and 0.46% of EU imports. 

Central African regional integration 
process 

The Communaut é Economiqu e e t Monétair e 
d'Afrique Céntral e (CEMAC) 4 wa s establishe d i n 
19945 in order to give new impetus to the economic 

This chapter was originally published a s ECDPM InBrief series, Overview of the regional  EPA negotiations. ECDPM , Maastricht. www.ecdpm. 
org/regionalepainbriefs 
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Box 1. CEMAC (plus Sao Tome & 
Principe and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo) 
Trade in goods with the EU (2005) 

Exports to the EU: €3,421 millio n 
(growth 2004-2005: 9.8% ) 
Imports from the EU: €5,393 millio n 
(growth 2004-2005: 23.7%) 
Trade balance: €-1,972 millio n 

Share of agriculture in trade: 

Exports to the EU: 15% 
Imports from the EU: 10% 

Participation in EU trade: 
Exports to the EU: 0.32% 
Imports from the EU: 0.46% 

Main trade partners (2003): 
Exports: US (34%), EU (33%), China (14%), 
other (19%) 
Imports: EU (54%), US (9%), other (32%) 

Source: Comext 2004 E U declarations and IMF 
2003 dat a in Comext 

integration process in the region. Taking over fro m 
the previou s Union  Douanière  et Economique  de 
l'Afrique Céntrale (UDEAC) founde d i n 1964 , th e 
CEMAC agend a consist s of : th e convergenc e an d 
monitoring o f nationa l macro-economi c policies ; 
the creatio n o f a  singl e marke t base d o n th e fre e 
movement o f goods , services , capita l an d persons ; 
and th e co-ordinatio n o f sectora l policies . A n 
action programm e covering  a  perio d o f 1 5 year s 
(1999-2014) has been defined t o reach these objec-
tives. In terms of institutional setting, the CEMA C 
Regional Executive Secretariat is the main suprana-
tional body, in charge of legislative as well as man-
agement activities. CEMAC is financed sinc e 2002 
through a n autonomou s financin g mechanis m 
based on the collection of an Integration Communi-
tarian Tax.6 

Looking specifically a t trade and economic inte-
gration, the CEMAC zone is first o f all a Monetary 
Union (MU ) wit h a  commo n monetar y policy , 
managed by the Banque des Etats  d'Afrique Céntrale 
(BEAC), an d a  commo n currency , th e FCFA , 
pegged to the Euro. Since December 2000, CEMAC 
is also formally a  Free Trade Area (FTA ) althoug h 
many tarif f an d non-tarif f barrier s stil l remai n i n 
place. This , combine d wit h seriou s physica l con -
straints t o transpor t an d lac k of economic comple -
mentarity, hampe r th e developmen t o f intra -
regional trade . Finally , th e CEMA C regio n i s for -
mally a Customs Union (CU) notified to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO ) an d with WTO obser -
vatory statu s sinc e 2000 . The regiona l integratio n 
initiatives progressively adopted since 1994 include: 

major ta x an d custom s reforms ; commo n rule s o n 
investment and competition; harmonised VAT sys-
tem; a Common External Tariff (CET ) of four rates 
(5, 10 , 20 and 30%); a common regime of customs 
valuation an d a  system of Rules of Origin (ROO) . 
Though some of these reforms ar e in the process of 
being implemented progress is slow and their effec -
tive application remains largely incomplete. 

The ke y priorities for CEMAC ar e the progres-
sive elimination of remaining internal trade barriers 
and the consolidation of the CU, including a possi-
ble revisio n o f th e CE T t o alig n i t t o th e on e 
adopted by UEMOA (Union Economique et Moné-
taire Ouest Africaine) countries . In December 2004 
CEMAC member s signe d a  trad e agreemen t wit h 
Sao Tome an d Princip e (STP) , an d togethe r the y 
form th e regional configuration currentl y negotiat -
ing an EPA with the EU. 

The Economi c Communit y o f Central Africa n 
States (ECCAS) 7 wa s create d i n 198 3 wit h th e 
ambitious mandat e to foster politica l dialogue, sec-
toral cooperatio n an d trad e integratio n a t th e 
regional level . However , ECCA S ha s been mainl y 
inactive during its first 1 5 years of existence due to 
financial difficultie s an d institutional weaknesses as 
well as conflicts i n the Great Lakes Area. ECCAS' 
activities wer e relaunche d a t th e Malab o Confer -
ence i n 199 9 with a  specific focu s o n conflic t pre -
vention an d peac e consolidation , whic h ar e essen-
tial prerequisites toward s the creatio n o f a  Centra l 
African Commo n Market. See Figure 1  fo r an illus-
tration o f ho w countrie s membership s i n ECCA S 
and CEMAC overlap. 
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Figure 1. Central Africa-EU EPA : regional membership 

International trade negotiations 

In addition to their own regional economic integra-
tion process, Central African countries are involved 
in several external trade negotiations. With the excep-
tion o f Equatorial Guinea , they  ar e al l members of 
the WTO an d therefore participat e i n the ongoin g 
Doha Development Round (DDR). Moreover, these 
countries are signatories of the Cotonou Partnership 
Agreement an d thu s ar e currentl y negotiatin g a n 
Economic Partnershi p Agreemen t (EPA ) wit h th e 
EU, to be concluded by the end of 2007. The Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, previously negotiating an 
EPA in the East and Southern Africa-EU EP A con-
figuration, joined the CEMAC configuration a t the 
end o f 2005 . Finally , Centra l Africa n countries , 
with few exceptions,8 benefit fro m preferentia l an d 
non-reciprocal access to the US market for a signifi-
cant part of their exports under the African Growt h 
Opportunity Ac t (AGOA) . These various liberali -

sation initiative s ar e mean t t o b e convergen t an d 
complementary toward s the integration of the Cen-
tral African region into the world economy. 

EPA negotiations 

In previous ACP-EU co-operatio n agreements , al l 
ACP countries enjoyed non-reciproca l tarif f prefer -
ences for their exports to the EU market. Under the 
Cotonou Agreement , thi s wil l chang e afte r 200 8 
when reciprocal free trade arrangements negotiated 
between th e E U an d th e si x AC P region s wil l 
replace th e previou s preferentia l trad e regime . 
These new agreements shall be compatible with the 
rules of the WTO, development-oriented an d build 
upon ACP regional integration initiatives. The new 
regime shal l als o incorporat e an d improv e th e 
Lomé/Cotonou acquis  regarding acces s t o th e E U 
market for the ACP countries. 
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The Central Africa -  EU  EPA Negotiations 
Principles 

The Centra l Africa-E U EP A negotiations shal l be 
guided b y a  number o f principles , a s detailed i n a 
'Joint Roa d Map ' agree d i n July 2004 . Firs t o f all , 
these trad e negotiation s forese e th e creatio n o f an 
FTA betwee n th e tw o regiona l block s startin g i n 
January 2008 , in orde r t o fully compl y wit h WT O 
requirements. I f indee d th e negotiation s ar e con -
cluded, th e principle o f reciprocity wil l be progres-
sively introduce d ove r a n indicativ e perio d o f 1 2 
years. 

Another crucia l objectiv e o f th e EP A negotia -
tions is to support and foster the regional integration 
process in Central Africa, o n the basis of the priori-
ties defined by the region. This encompasses notably 
the harmonisatio n an d implementatio n o f soun d 
macro-economic and sectoral policies as well as the 
establishment of a monitoring system for the regional 
FTA. Specifi c attentio n shal l als o b e pai d t o th e 
implementation o f th e CEMA C C U (whic h 
remains problematic) as well as the trade agreement 
between CEMA C an d STP.  Th e pac e o f bilatera l 
trade liberalisation with the EU shall be flexible and 
asymmetric, depending on the degree of regional inte-
gration achieved within the Central African region . 

In line with the goals and principles stated in the 
Cotonou Agreement, Central African-EU negotia -
tions fo r a n EP A shal l abov e al l accor d priorit y t o 
the promotio n o f sustainabl e developmen t an d 
poverty reductio n i n th e region . Thi s shal l b e 
ensured throug h th e implementatio n o f competi -
tiveness upgrading programmes, with specifi c focu s 
on those sectors that ar e more likely to be affecte d 
by the EPA or regional integration processes. These 
capacity-building programmes, by improving the busi-
ness environment an d providing appropriate direc t 
support to enterprises, should help Central Africa n 
countries to maximise the potential benefits gener -
ated by the EPA and adjus t thei r economies to th e 
liberalisation process . I n term s o f financia l cover -
age, both parties agreed that all the instruments and 
procedures availabl e i n th e Cotono u Agreemen t 
shall b e considered , alon g wit h possibl e comple -
mentary resource s obtaine d fro m co-financin g b y 
EU states and other development partners. 

NAVIGATING 

Phasing and state of play of the negotiations 

After th e first phase of negotiations at the 'all ACP' 
level (whic h starte d i n Septembe r 2002) , Centra l 
Africa wa s the first ACP region to launch officiall y 
EPA negotiations a t regiona l leve l with th e E U i n 
October 2003 . Fo r variou s political , capacit y an d 
substantive reasons , i t too k howeve r almos t a  year 
for both parties to agree on a road map to structure 
the negotiations . Among the majo r stickin g point s 
figured th e question o f financial suppor t t o address 
supply-side constraints in the region. The Joint Road 
Map, very similar to the one agreed between the EU 
and th e Wes t African region , was finally signe d i n 
Brussels in July 2004, fixing the main objectives and 
principles of the negotiations as well as key areas for 
regional integratio n an d capacit y buildin g pro -
grammes. It also defines the structure of the negotia-
tions and an indicative calendar, divided into three 
phases. 

Phase I (from September 2004 to July 2005) was 
dedicated t o th e identificatio n o f ke y regiona l 
economic integration priorities (on the basis of the 
CEMAC regiona l integratio n agenda ) an d th e 
establishment o f a n EP A referenc e framewor k i n 
these areas. The formulation and implementation of 
upgrading an d competitivenes s enhancemen t pro -
grammes also started wit h Phas e I  and i s meant t o 
continue during the whole negotiating process and 
beyond. Phas e I I (fro m Septembe r 200 5 t o Jul y 
2006) involve d th e definitio n o f th e overal l EP A 
architecture a s wel l a s a  firs t draf t agreemen t o n 
trade-related issues , agriculture, development issue s 
and fisheries. Negotiations on bilateral trade liberal-
isation for goods and services will take place during 
Phase II I (fro m Septembe r 200 6 t o Decembe r 
2007), leading to the conclusion of the EPA. 

The firs t meetin g o f th e Centra l Africa-E U 
Joint Senio r Negotiator s Committe e wa s hel d i n 
Brussels i n Decembe r 200 4 t o discus s th e stat e o f 
play and constraints in terms of regional integration 
and t o agre e on th e creatio n o f technica l workin g 
groups a s wel l a s o n a n indicativ e calenda r an d 
action plan for 2005. Since then, several joint meet-
ings hav e take n plac e a t technica l level , wit h a 
focus o n Custom s Procedures , Trad e Facilitatio n 
(TF) an d Borde r Protectio n a s wel l a s Technica l 
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Barriers t o Trad e (TBT ) an d Sanitar y an d Phyto -
sanitary (SPS ) measures . The next Central Africa -
EU EP A meeting a t Ministeria l leve l i s schedule d 
for October 2005. 

Negotiating structure 

The negotiation s o f the Centra l African-E U EP A 
take place a t thre e levels : the 'Comit é Ministérie l 
Commercial conjoint' , th e 'Comit é de s Négocia -
teurs' and the 'Groupes des Experts'. 

The Centra l African 'Comit é Ministérie l Com-
mercial' i s composed o f th e trad e minister s o f th e 
CEMAC countrie s an d ST P an d i t supervise s th e 
negotiations a t politica l level . O n behal f o f th e 
Central Africa n region , th e Committe e monitor s 
the functioning of the negotiating structure, approves 
the results of the negotiations and provides strategic 
orientations. At senio r officials ' level , the negotia -
tions ar e lea d b y th e 'Comit é de s Négociateurs' , 
chaired by the executive secretary of CEMAC, and 
vice-chaired by the assistant general secretary of the 
ECCAS. This committee is in charge of conducting 
the EP A negotiation s a t technica l leve l an d i s 
assisted by the 'Groupes des Experts', chaired by the 
directors i n charg e o f trad e o f th e CEMAC -
ECCAS. A t thei r firs t join t negotiatio n meetin g 
held i n Decembe r 2004 , senior official s fro m bot h 
parties agreed to establish four Technical Negotiat -
ing Group s (TNG) : C U an d TF ; TB T an d SP S 
measures; Trade-relate d issues ; an d Service s an d 
investment. 

In paralle l t o thi s formal negotiatin g structure , 
Central Africa and the European Commission (EC) 
have set up a joint Contact Grou p i n order to pro-
vide secretarial and follow-up services regarding the 
negotiations an d relate d support . Besides , a  join t 
Regional Preparator y Tas k Forc e (RPTF ) wa s cre-
ated t o facilitate th e link s and coherenc e betwee n 
the trad e negotiation s an d related  financia l assis -
tance. The issue of development support for produc-
tion capacit y reinforcement , competitivenes s an d 
compensation for fiscal losses remains, nevertheless, 
a highl y contentiou s one . Sinc e th e launchin g o f 
the negotiations , Centra l Afric a i s askin g fo r th e 
inclusion of these issues into the formal EPA negoti-
ations process. The EU, on the contrary, still main-

tains tha t th e negotiation s shoul d focu s o n trad e 
aspects onl y an d tha t capacity-buildin g suppor t i s 
best dealt with by the various Cotonou instrument s 
in the context of the RPTF. 

Significantly, th e participatory approac h agreed 
upon fo r th e conduc t o f th e negotiation s provide s 
for a key role for the private sector and civil-society 
stakeholders. I n principle , they  shal l b e kep t 
informed o f the evolutio n o f th e negotiation s an d 
consulted to express their concerns and defend thei r 
interests. 

Key issues and challenges 

Regional integration process: Regional integratio n 
among Centra l Africa n countrie s ca n b e a  ke y 
driving tool for enhanced growth and economic effi-
ciency a s wel l a s a n importan t facto r o f politica l 
stability an d peac e withi n th e region . It s comple -
tion, an d particularl y th e consolidatio n o f th e 
CEMAC CU an d it s extension t o STP, is a central 
objective o f the EP A negotiations . The proces s is , 
however, fa r fro m bein g complete d an d ther e i s a 
huge ga p between th e existin g communit y legisla -
tion, quite comprehensive, and its effective applica -
tion by the individual member states. Although the 
CEMAC zon e i s officially a n FTA since Decembe r 
2000, intra-regiona l linkage s remai n ver y limite d 
and a wide range of political obstacles and adminis-
trative barrier s stil l imped e th e fre e circulatio n o f 
goods, services , capita l an d labou r withi n th e 
region. Besides , many decisions related t o th e cus-
toms an d ta x regime s ar e no t ye t properl y imple -
mented, leadin g t o doubl e taxation , exoneration s 
and misclassification problems.  Finally, harmonised 
policies on trade-related area s such as competition, 
investment, intellectua l propert y right s (IPRs ) o r 
TBT/SPS measure s ar e eithe r nonexisten t o r no t 
respected i n practice . A  larg e variet y o f obstacle s 
and challenges, both interna l and external, hamper 
the regiona l economi c integratio n proces s i n 
Central Africa : politica l instability  and inter-coun -
try rivalry ; lac k o f human an d financia l resources ; 
weak institution s an d enforcemen t mechanisms ; 
large economic disparitie s between landlocke d an d 
coastal countries ; an d seriou s infrastructura l con -
straints. 
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Supply-side constraints: The main objective of the 
Central Africa-E U EP A negotiation s i s develop -
ment an d povert y reductio n i n th e region . Clea r 
evidence, however , show s tha t marke t acces s i n 
itself does not automatically lead to economic diver-
sification an d growth. Given the scarcity of private 
investment an d th e seriou s supply-sid e constraint s 
the regio n i s facing , soun d interna l reform s an d 
timely developmen t suppor t measure s t o improv e 
the busines s climat e an d enhanc e th e privat e sec -
tor's supply and expor t potentia l wil l be crucial fo r 
Central Africa n economie s t o benefi t concretel y 
from trad e liberalisation an d attrac t foreign invest -
ments. Priority areas for reform and support includ e 
institutional capacit y buildin g an d goo d gover -
nance, macroeconomi c stabilisation , publi c infra -
structures (especially transport, energy and commu-
nication), regiona l integration , huma n resource s 
development an d enterprise s upgradin g an d com -
petitiveness enhancement . 

Reciprocity: The impact of offering EU imports and 
investors improve d acces s t o th e Centra l Africa n 
market i s anothe r essentia l issu e fo r th e negotia -
tions. First, the dismantling of tariffs, a n importan t 
source of revenue for the governments in the region 
(from 28 % to 65% of national budgets) , is likely to 
lead t o a  significant dro p i n government resources , 
with sever e consequence s o n publi c expenditur e 
and possibl e detrimen t t o socia l sector s suc h a s 
health or education. This challenge may lead to the 
need fo r compensatio n mechanism s t o offse t ta x 
revenue losses in the short term as well as adequate 
and stabl e fisca l reform s t o b e effectivel y applied . 
Secondly, liberalisin g trad e wit h th e E U wil l hav e 
important impact in terms of greater competition on 
the Central African domesti c markets. While over-
all benefits in terms of consumer welfare and market 
efficiency (decreas e o f productio n costs , greate r 
competitiveness) ar e expected, man y loca l produc-
ers and firms migh t be unable to compete with EU 
products an d b e force d ou t o f business , worsenin g 
employment and poverty conditions. 

Access t o th e E U market : Al l Centra l Africa n 
countries bu t Cameroon , Gabo n an d th e Republi c 
of Cong o ar e LDC s an d i t ca n b e reasonabl y 
assumed tha t th e regio n wil l be granted a n 'Every -

thing But Arms' (EBA) type of duty and quota-fre e 
access t o th e E U market . However , tarif f prefer -
ences, steadily eroded in the context of multilateral 
liberalisation, wil l no t o n thei r ow n addres s th e 
trade need s o f th e Centra l Africa n exporter s an d 
due consideration shall also be given to their capac-
ity t o compl y wit h th e EU' s SPS , TB T an d Ro O 
policies. 

Key sectors : Centra l Afric a i s well endowed wit h 
and extremel y dependen t o n natura l resources . 
First, i t ha s vas t reserve s o f petroleum , bot h off -
shore (Cameroon , Gabon , Congo , Equatoria l 
Guinea) an d inlan d (Chad) , a s well a s deposits of 
minerals an d metals , includin g gold , tin , bauxite , 
uranium an d iro n ore . Oil i n particula r dominate s 
the economic and trade performances of the region, 
accounting for close to 25% of CEMAC's total GDP 
and 70% of CEMAC's exports. Moreover, the dense 
forests th e regio n share s wit h th e DR C represen t 
the second-largest eco-forest zone in the world afte r 
the Amazo n an d loggin g activitie s constitut e a 
major source of fiscal revenues, export earnings and 
employment. Th e EP A process , notabl y throug h 
regional integration , marke t liberalisation , an d th e 
improvement o f the business climate, could furthe r 
boost the development of these sectors while taking 
into accoun t potentia l socia l an d environmenta l 
negative impact s (deforestation , preservatio n o f 
biodiversity). I t coul d a t th e sam e tim e stimulat e 
economic diversification b y fostering loca l industry 
competitiveness an d foreig n investment s i n th e 
region. 

Two-thirds o f th e Centra l Africa n populatio n 
lives in rural areas and agriculture (includin g agro-
industry) play s a  significan t economi c an d socia l 
role i n the region , particularly i n Cameroon, Cha d 
and Centra l Africa n Republic . The secto r i s how-
ever mainl y characterise d b y subsistence activitie s 
with low productivity and could be negatively affected 
by th e EP A throug h increase d chea p agricultura l 
imports and further rura l exodus. Due consideration 
shall therefor e b e give n t o th e potentia l effect s o f 
trade liberalisatio n i n tha t sector , takin g int o 
account th e impact  o f th e E U Commo n Agricul -
tural Policy (CAP ) a s well as the EU enlargemen t 
process. 
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The fishin g secto r has some significan t poten -
tial in terms of trade and food security, especially in 
coastal countries, and could be developed on a sus-
tainable basis through the EPA process. 

Finally, services constitute a central element for 
most economies in Central Africa (u p to more than 
49% o f tota l GD P i n Chad) . Thi s secto r show s 
promising results for the future althoug h it s expan-
sion i s hindered b y wea k institution s an d lac k o f 
sound regulations as well as the inertia of other eco-
nomic sectors. The EPA, by fostering regiona l inte-
gration and improvin g market access , could have a 
positive impac t on the development o f certain ser -
vice sector s suc h a s touris m (notabl y eco-touris m 
thanks t o th e ric h faun a an d flora  o f th e Centra l 
African forest) , telecommunication s an d financia l 
services. 

Endnotes 
1. Th e period 1994-200 0 showed a GDP growth of 0.7% per year to 

reach a total of more than $20 billion in 2004 . 
2. Gabo n i s the onl y country i n the region to be defined a s a 'mid -

dle-income economy' . 
3. Trad e flows among Centra l Africa n countrie s ar e stil l below 5 % 

of total trad e i n the region . These figure s d o not , however , tak e 
into account informa l trad e for which no data are available . 

4. CEMA C include s si x countries : Cameroon , Centra l Africa n 
Republic, Chad , Equatoria l Guinea , Gabo n an d Republi c o f 
Congo. 

5. Th e Treat y institutin g CEMA C wa s signe d i n 199 4 bu t wa s 
formally ratifie d onl y in 199 9 in Malabo (Equatoria l Guinea) . 

6. Thi s ta x consist s o f a  percen t fe e o n th e c.i. f valu e o f import s 
from outside CEMAC . 

7. Th e ECCAS include s the following countries : Angola, Burundi , 
Cameroon, Centra l Africa n Republic , Chad , Democrati c 
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Republic o f Congo , Equatoria l Guinea , Gabon , Republi c o f 
Congo, Rwanda and Sao Tome and Principe . 

8. Centra l African Republi c and Equatoria l Guinea . 
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