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INTRODUCTION 

The Backgroun d 

This revie w o f som e o f th e reference s t o th e Commonwealt h a s a  whol e an d t o 
individual Commonwealt h countrie s i n th e syllabuse s an d examinatio n paper s 
prepared b y publi c examinin g Board s i n Britain , i s a n initia l respons e t o a 
recommendation mad e b y th e Sevent h Commonwealt h Educatio n Conferenc e 
(Accra, 9-1 8 Marc h 1977) . 

The recommendation , whic h appear s a s paragrap h 14 3 o f th e repor t o f 
the Conference , read s a s follows : 

143. Th e frequenc y an d qualit y o f th e question s tha t appea r 
on examinatio n paper s ca n hav e mor e bearin g o n wha t i s taugh t 
in school s tha n th e topic s liste d o n th e syllabus . I t i s therefor e 
recommended tha t nationa l an d regiona l examinin g bodie s b e 
urged t o ensur e tha t meaningfu l question s abou t th e Commonwealt h 
are include d i n appropriat e examinations . I t i s als o recommende d 
that th e Commonwealt h Secretar ia t shoul d giv e som e suppor t 
to th e preparatio n o f a  repor t o n th e question s se t o n Common -
wealth topic s b y som e o f th e examinin g board s i n Britain , 
and tha t th e repor t i s circulate d s o tha t i t ca n serv e a s a  basi s 
for simila r studies . 

If take n i n it s wides t interpretatio n thi s tas k woul d hav e bee n a  formid -
able one . Fo r examination s fo r th e Genera l Certificat e o f Education ther e 
are eigh t Boards , fo r th e Certificat e o f Secondar y Educatio n ther e ar e 14 , 
and a s question s o n Commonwealt h topic s coul d occu r i n severa l subject s 
(such a s History , Geography , Socia l Studies , Worl d Affairs , Genera l Studie s 
or Literature ) whic h frequentl y hav e alternativ e papers , th e numbe r o f pos -
sible syllabuse s an d questio n paper s woul d b e to o grea t fo r a  complet e review . 
Moreover, becaus e n o previous stud y o f a  simila r natur e wa s know n t o exist , 
it wa s necessar y fo r th e author s t o devis e thei r ow n methodology withou t 
knowing fo r certai n whethe r i t coul d b e transferre d easil y an d effectivel y t o 
a consideratio n o f othe r examination s i n othe r part s o f th e Commonwealth . 
For thes e reason s i t wa s decide d t o limi t th e presen t investigatio n t o th e 
Ordinary Leve l o f th e Genera l Certificat e o f Educatio n ( O level GCE ) an d t o 
the question s se t i n on e year ' s papers . If , however , a  more comprehensiv e 
survey i s required , i t woul d b e possibl e t o exten d it s scop e t o cove r othe r 
levels o f th e GC E , th e Certificat e o f Secondar y Educatio n (CSE) , an d exam -
ination paper s se t i n othe r y e a r s . A t th e sam e tim e an y recommendation s 
made b y th e worksho p fo r modifyin g th e methodolog y coul d b e take n int o account . 

The Board s 
The eigh t Board s tha t se t O-leve l examination s fo r th e GC E i n England an d 
Wales a r e : 

The Associate d Examinin g Boar d (AEB ) 
University o f Cambridg e Loca l Examination s Syndicat e (Cambridge ) 
Joint Matriculatio n Boar d (JMB ) 
University o f Londo n Schoo l Examination s Departmen t (London ) 
Oxford Delegac y o f Loca l E  xamination (Oxford ) 
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Oxford an d Cambridg e School s Examinat io n Boar d (O x &  Camb. ) 
Southern Univers i t i e s Join t Boar d (SUJB ) 
Welsh Join t Educat io n Committe e (Welsh ) 

The p a p e r s reviewe d i n thi s r e p o r t a r e thos e se t b y thes e Board s i n th e 
summer examination s i n 1977 . 

Methodology 
F i r s t th e sy l labuse s o f th e B o a r d s w e r e consul te d i n o r d e r t o a sce r t a i n whic h 
c o u r s e s woul d r e p a y inves t iga t ion . T h e r e w e r e tw o r e a s o n s fo r this . On e 
was tha t i f a  syl labu s mad e n o mentio n o f th e topi c unde r cons ide ra t ion , i t 
could b e assume d tha t n o quest io n o n tha t topi c woul d appea r i n th e examination . 
The othe r wa s tha t i t wa s foun d t o b e e a s i e r i n p r a c t i c e t o rev ie w th e syl labuse s 
for ini t ia l se lec t io n tha n t o cop e wit h th e man y examinatio n p a p e r s . Examin -
ation sy l labuse s shoul d the re fo r e alway s b e consulte d a s a  f i r s t s te p i n an y 
s imi lar inves t iga t ion . I t wa s quickl y es tab l i she d tha t th e onl y O-leve l pape r s 
l ikely t o contai n r e f e r e n c e s t o th e Commonwealt h w e r e thos e i n His to r y an d 
Geography. Thoug h th e AE B Socia l Economic s syl labu s an d th e JM B Govern -
ment , Economic s an d Commerc e syl labu s w e r e foun d t o contai n r e f e r e n c e s t o 
B r i t a i n ' s o v e r s e a s t r ad e an d t o in ternat iona l t r a d e i n g e n e r a l , thes e w e r e 
v e r y smal l i tem s i n thos e c o u r s e s . O the r potent ia l s o u r c e s o f Commonwealt h 
ques t ions , suc h a s th e sy l labuse s o n L i t e r a t u r e , containe d n o mentio n o f th e 
sub jec t . Thi s r e s t r i c t i o n t o H i s to r y an d Geograph y ma y no t appl y t o Advance d 
Level ( A l e v e l ) , Al ternat iv e Ord ina r y Leve l ( A O  Leve l ) , CS E o r o the r 
examinat ions . 

The O  leve l sy l labuse s va r i e d cons ide rab l y i n length , conten t an d 
approach . Th e mos t usefu l w e r e undoubtedl y thos e tha t di d mor e tha n mere l y 
catalogue subjec t ma t t e r an d specifie d th e aim s an d object ive s o f th e cours e 
in som e d e t a i l . F o r , b y givin g mor e tha n a  simpl e r e f e r enc e t o th e factua l 
content r e q u i r e d , the y coul d a s s i s t t e a c h e r s wishin g t o d o s o t o se lec t c o u r s e s 
that woul d enabl e th e developmen t o f a  Commonwealt h p e r s p e c t i v e , eve n i f thi s 
was no t specif ical l y mentione d i n th e syl labu s i tself . (Example s a r e give n i n 
the note s be low. ) I n addi t ion , th e JM B indicate d th e r e l a t iv e weightin g o f 
marks fo r th e va r iou s a spec t s o f th e answer s give n b y cand ida t e s . 

H i s to ry an d Geograph y i n O  leve l Examination s 
As Tabl e 1  shows, n e a r l y 7 0 sy l labuse s a r e avai labl e fro m th e eigh t Board s 
set t ing His to r y an d Geograph y examination s a t O  leve l i n Englan d an d Wale s . 

Table 1 : Numbe r o f Al ternat iv e 
Syl labuses Se t i n O  leve l s i n 197 7 

Hi s to ry* Geograph y 
AEB 
Cambridge 
JMB 
London 
Oxford 
Ox. &  Camb. 
SUJB 
Welsh 

6 
10 
9 
5 
7 
7 
4 
8 

1 
2** 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

* Includin g Economi c an d Socia l H i s to r y an d Ancien t H i s to r y 
** Also a  th i r d fo r a  School s Counci l P r o j e c t 
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For th e purpos e o f thi s investigation , onl y thos e syllabuse s tha t 
specifically referre d t o th e Commonwealt h o r Commonwealt h countries , o r 
gave sufficientl y clea r indicatio n tha t th e Commonwealt h shoul d o r coul d b e 
included, hav e bee n considered . Thi s indicatio n cam e i n man y ways . Her e 
are tw o example s fro m Histor y syllabuses . F i r s t , Cambridg e 235 , "Worl d 
Affairs sinc e 1919 " lists man y topic s includin g "Decolonizatio n an d th e pro -
blems o f th e developin g world" . Second , Oxford O 38 , "Histor y (World) " refer s 
to "Decolonizatio n sinc e 194 5 an d it s consequences" . I t wa s foun d tha t 
syllabuses i n Histor y pai d som e attentio n t o th e concep t o f th e Commonwealth , 
but thos e i n Geograph y di d no t (o r coul d not ) us e thi s ter m thoug h many di d 
expect Commonwealt h countrie s t o b e studie d b y th e candidates . 

Notes 

One exampl e o f a  syllabu s whic h refer s onl y t o th e factua l knowledg e required , 
and onl y ver y briefly , i s Oxfor d O  32 History (Britis h Empir e an d Commonwealth) , 
It woul d see m tha t teacher s ar e expecte d t o consul t previou s examinatio n 
papers t o kno w wha t t o expect , a s onl y thre e sentence s cove r everything . 

One pape r (2 i hours , marke d ou t o f 100 ) i s se t o n th e perio d 
14-92 to th e presen t day . Candidate s mus t answe r fiv e questions , 
chosen fro m anywher e i n th e paper , bu t ar e no t necessaril y ex -
pected t o hav e covere d th e whol e period . Question s ma y b e 
set whic h refe r t o maps . 

In contras t i s th e syllabu s fro m th e JMB , Pape r B  (Th e Britis h Empir e 
and Commonwealt h fro m abou t 175 0 t o th e Presen t Day) . 

The ai m o f th e syllabu s 
The ai m o f th e syllabu s i s firs t t o enabl e centre s t o provid e 
Ordinary leve l candidate s wh o ar e no t necessari l y continuin g 
their studie s i n thi s subjec t wit h a  soun d genera l basi s o f 
historical knowledg e an d understandin g relate d t o a  specifie d 
period o f history , an d second , t o enabl e centre s t o provid e a 
suitable introductio n t o methods o f furthe r study . 
The objective s o f th e examinatio n 
The objective s o f th e examinatio n ar e t o tes t 

(i) th e candidate' s knowledge o f a  give n bod y o f factua l materia l 
(ii) th e understandin g o f historica l material , an d 

(iii) th e abilit y t o selec t an d organis e relevan t information . 
The mark s i n th e examinatio n wil l b e allocate d a s fa r a s possibl e 
as follows . 

Knowledge ((i ) above ) 6 0 per cent . 
Selection, understandin g an d organisatio n o f relevan t 
information ((ii ) an d (iii ) abov e )  4 0 pe r cent . 

It wil l b e note d tha t n o specifi c allocatio n o f mark s ha s bee n give n 
to power s o f expression . I f candidate s fai l t o expres s themselve s 
clearly the y wil l inevitabl y penalis e themselves . 

B . Th e Britis h Empir e an d Commonwealth , fro m abou t 175 0 t o 
the presen t da y 
The syllabu s cover s th e developmen t o f th e Britis h Empir e an d 
Commonwealth fro m th e middl e o f th e eighteent h centur y t o th e 
present day . I t i s no t intende d tha t candidate s wil l hav e studie d 
every terr i tor y i n detail , bu t the y wil l b e expecte d t o kno w th e 
principal politica l an d economi c development s i n th e mai n a reas . 
Questions ma y be se t o n th e smalle r t e r r i to r ies , an d more recen t 
events i n th e dismantlin g o f th e Empire , whic h wil l requir e a  mor e 
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genera l approach . Som e o f th e topic s t o b e studie d a r e l i s te d belo w 
under va r iou s c o u n t r i e s . A t th e en d o f th e l i s t a r e som e genera l 
themes whic h ca n b e s tudied , bu t thes e a r e no t intende d t o domin -
ate th e sy l l abus . 

America 
Ang lo -French r i v a l r y , th e Seve n Y e a r s Wa r an d th e T r e a t y 
of P a r i s ; th e event s leadin g u p t o th e l o s s o f th e America n 
co lon ie s ; th e Wa r o f America n Independenc e an d i t s e f fec ts . 

Canada 
1774 Quebe c Act ; Unite d Empi r e Loya l i s t s an d 179 1 Canad a 
Act ; Uppe r an d Lowe r Canad a an d th e 183 7 r i s i n g s ; th e 
Durham Repor t an d th e Reunio n Act ; development s betwee n 
1837 an d 186 7 leadin g t o th e B r i t i s h Nort h Americ a Act ; ne w 
t e r r i t o r i e s ; th e developmen t o f a g r i c u l t u r e , indus t r y an d 
communications; Mackenzi e King ; Quebe c l i b r e . 

Aus t r a l i a 
Cook 's voyages ; Botan y Ba y an d th e t r anspor t a t i o n o f conv ic t s ; 
explora t ion o f th e i n t e r i o r ; Swa n R i v e r , Sout h Aus t ra l i a an d 
sys temat ic colonisa t ion ; th e gol d r u s h o f th e 1850s ; event s an d 
r e a s o n s leadin g t o th e Aus t r a l i a Commonwealt h Ac t 1900 ; 
development o f a g r i c u l t u r e , i ndus t r y an d communicat ions . 

South Afric a 
Acquisi t ion an d Angl ic isa t ion ; abolitio n o f s l a v e r y an d th e 
Grea t T r e k ; es tabl ishmen t o f th e B o e r r e p u b l i c s ; r e la t ion s 
between th e B r i t i s h , th e B o e r s an d th e Zu lus ; d i scover y o f 
diamonds an d gold ; event s leadin g t o th e Secon d Boe r W a r ; 
the wor k o f Both a an d Smuts ; th e Hig h Commissio n t e r r i t o r i e s ; 
the developmen t o f Nationa l P a r t y pol ic ie s (Apar theid) ; s eces s io n 
from th e Commonwealth . 

New Zealan d 
Reasons fo r colonisa t ion ; Gibbo n Wakefield ; r e l a t ion s wit h 
the M a o r i s ; T r e a t y o f Waitangi ; th e wor k o f S i r Georg e G r e y ; 
the importanc e o f s h e e p , s t eamsh ips , r e f r i g e r a t i o n ; p r o g r e s -
s ive l eg i s l a t ion . 

India 
1773 Lor d Nor th ' s Regulat in g Act ; 178 4 P i t t ' s Indi a Act ; th e 
work o f C l ive , W a r r e n H a s t i n g s , Wel l e s l ey , C o r n w a l l i s , th e 
M a r q u e s s o f H a s t i n g s , Bentinc k an d Dalhous ie ; c a u s e s , c o u r s e 
and r e s u l t s o f th e India n Mutiny ; 185 8 Governmen t o f Indi a Act ; 
1877 proclamat io n o f th e Quee n a s E m p r e s s o f India ; th e r i s e o f 
na t ional i sm, an d th e wor k o f Congress , T i l ak , Gandhi , Nehr u 
and Jinnah ; Mor ley-Mint o r e f o r m s ; Simo n Commissio n an d Roun d 
Table confe rence ; Cr ipp s M i s s i o n ; independenc e o f India , 
P a k i s t a n , Ceylo n ( S r i Lanka ) an d Burma . 

West Indie s 
Effects o f th e abolitio n o f s l a v e r y ; 186 5 Jamaican i n s u r r e c t i o n ; 
economic r e c o v e r y ; federa t io n an d i t s f a i l u r e . 
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SYLLABUSES AN D QUESTION S I N HISTOR Y 

Group A : Sy l labuse s whic h includ e th e Commonwealt h i n th e Ti t l e 

The coverag e aime d a t i n thes e s y l l a b u s e s , thoug h no t uniform , i s extremel y 
wide . S ta r t in g d a t e s , wher e given , a r e 149 2 (Oxford) , 155 8 (Cambridge) , 
c . 175 0 (JMB) . F in ish in g da te s a r e l e s s spec i f i c . Tw o Boa rd s s ta t e "th e 
p r e s e n t day " (JM B an d Oxford) ; Cambridg e give s 1939 ; an d th e AE B give s 
a va r i e t y o f da te s accord in g t o th e countr y included , th e l a t e s t o f whic h i s 
1953 (AEB) . Thi s l a t t e r syl labu s include s th e "Englis h Speakin g Peop le s " 
in th e t i t l e whic h mean s tha t th e US A i s included . Th e r u b r i c fo r thi s pape r 
allows candidate s t o answe r withou t r e f e r e nc e t o th e Ne w Commonwealth . 

While i t i s no t unreasonabl e i n H i s to r y sy l labuse s t o stud y th e mor e 
dis tant p e r i o d s , wit h thi s p a r t i c u l a r topi c th e r e s u l t i s t o emphasiz e th e 
Empire an d th e colonia l per io d r a t h e r tha n th e Commonwealth , especia l l y 
the Ne w Commonwealth . 

Table 2 : O  Leve l Sy l labuse s i n His to r y 
that Specif y th e Commonwealt h i n th e Ti t l e 

AEB 03 9 Th e Growt h o f th e Commonwealt h an d Engl is h 
speaking people s 

Cambridge 232 * H i s to r y o f B r i t i s h Empi r e an d Commonwealt h 
JMB (Alternat iv e B ) Br i t i s h Empi r e &  Commonwealth, fro m abou t 175 0 t o p r e s e n t da y 
Oxford 0  32* * B r i t i s h Empi r e an d Commonwealt h 
* Afte r 1978 , onl y i f spec ia l r e q u e s t an d wit h a n ex t r a fe e 
** No t i n th e Autum n examinatio n unles s spec ia l l y r eques te d 
(See als o th e appendi x t o thi s sect ion ) 

Quest ions fro m Syl labuse s l i s t e d i n Tabl e 2 

It i s not iceabl e tha t wit h al l B o a r d s quest ion s s t r e s s th e ro l e o f th e Br i t i s h 
e x p l o r e r s , c o l o n i z e r s , so ld i e r s an d a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , an d ten d t o loo k upo n 
the o v e r s e a s t e r r i t o r i e s concerne d a s th e pa s s iv e rec ip ien t s o f Br i t i s h 
e n t e r p r i s e . Favour i t e topic s a r e th e Durha m R e p o r t , Raffle s an d S ingapore , 
Edward Gibbo n Wakefiel d an d A u s t r a l i a , an d th e Boe r W a r . 

It i s t ru e tha t quest ion s wr i t te n fro m th e pe r spec t iv e o f th e colonize d 
country an d th e Ne w Commonwealt h ca n b e found . Bu t the y a r e no t common . 
In 197 7 th e Oxfor d Boar d se t onl y tw o quest ion s ou t o f 2 0 o n th e Ne w 
Commonwealth. Thes e w e r e : 

Oxford 0  32 , q . 17 : 
Descr ibe th e s t age s b y whic h th e governmen t o f Indi a wa s 
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freed fro m Britis h contro l betwee n 191 8 an d 194-7 . 

Oxford 0  32 , q . 19 : 
Describe relation s sinc e 194 5 between Grea t Britai n an d 
either (a ) Uganda , o r (b ) Rhodesia . 

The Cambridg e pape r -  whic h end s i n 193 9 anywa y -  consist s mostl y o f 
straightforward imperia l history . Th e AE B pape r include s separat e section s 
on Canad a an d Australia , bu t no t o n Asi a o r Africa . However , thi s AE B 
paper doe s includ e tw o question s whic h sho w a  commendabl e detachment . 

AEB 039 , q . 1 2 an d q . 13 : 
What progres s di d Indi a make toward s self-governmen t 
between 185 8 and th e Secon d Worl d War ? 

What wer e th e advantage s an d disadvantage s o f "Indirec t 
Rule"? Illustrat e you r answe r wit h referenc e t o an y on e 
area o f Africa . 

The JM B pape r include s onl y on e questio n relate d t o event s sinc e 
World Wa r 2 , althoug h th e syllabu s claim s t o examin e u p t o th e presen t day . 

JMB (Alt . B) , q . 16 : 
Describe th e change s i n th e Britis h Commonwealt h sinc e 
1956. 

It wa s expecte d tha t becaus e thes e paper s containe d th e wor d 
"Commonwealth" i n th e t i t le , the y woul d b e th e mos t fruitfu l fo r th e purpose s 
of thi s review . I n fact i t wa s foun d tha t the y pai d littl e o r n o attentio n t o th e 
Commonwealth a s i t i s today . Moreover , tw o othe r fact s abou t thes e paper s 
were discovered . F i r s t , ver y fe w candidate s tak e the m (se e Tabl e 2 a below) . 
Second, th e futur e o f th e syllabuse s i s ver y muc h i n doub t (se e Appendi x o n 
page 14) . 

Table 2a : Number s o f Candidate s Takin g Paper s Liste d i n Tabl e 2 
Compared wit h Tota l Numbe r Takin g Histor y fo r eac h Boar d 

Numbers takin g Histor y Number s takin g a  Pape r whic h 
includes Commonwealt h referenc e 

AEB ( 6 papers ) 16,79 7 24 9 
Cambridge (1 0 papers ) 23,22 0 8 4 
JMB ( 9 papers ) 42,72 5 30 8 
Oxford ( 7 papers) 28,12 8 7 7 

Group B  -  Syllabuse s i n whic h th e Commonwealt h i s Implie d i n th e Titl e 

The syllabuse s i n this categor y ar e thos e i n which , althoug h ther e i s 
no explici t mentio n o f th e Commonwealt h i n th e t i t le , th e for m o f word s adop -
ted coul d no t unreasonabl y lea d t o th e expectatio n tha t Commonwealt h 
material woul d b e included . (Som e syllabuse s refe r t o th e Commonwealt h i n 
the detaile d description. ) Suc h paper s ar e usuall y entitle d "Worl d Affairs" , 
"Europe an d th e Moder n World" , "Britai n an d Worl d Affairs" , o r somethin g 
similar. 
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Table 3 : Paper s i n Histor y 
in whic h th e Commonwealt h i s Implie d 

AEB 04 0 

AEB 04 1 

AEB 05 8 

Cambridge 23 5 

JMB Pape r G 

London 26 3 

Oxford 03 8 

Ox. &  Camb . H3 9 

Ox. &  Camb . H4 0 

Ox. &  Camb . H4 1 

Welsh O  g 

Special Period s an d Topic s -  on e option , 
Growth o f th e Commonwealt h 

Britain an d Worl d Affair s sinc e 191 4 

History o f Worl d Power s an d Worl d Event s i n 
the 20t h Centur y 

World Affair s sinc e 191 9 

Europe an d th e Moder n Worl d 187 0 t o th e 
present da y 

World Affair s fro m 191 9 t o th e presen t da y 

World Histor y 

World Histor y (eithe r 1914-45 , o r 1939-70 ) 

Special Subject , th e Expansio n o f Europ e 
to 180 0 

History Genera l Pape r 

History o f th e Moder n Worl d fro m 191 9 t o 
the presen t 

Questions fro m Syllabuse s liste d i n Tabl e 3 

Three mai n conclusion s see m t o b e justifie d fro m a n examinatio n o f thes e 
syllabuses an d papers . Th e firs t i s tha t Commonwealt h countrie s wer e 
examined, bu t ther e wa s scarcel y an y mention o f a  Commonwealt h relation -
ship a s such . Ex-colonia l te r r i tor ie s wer e examine d eithe r i n thei r ow n 
right ( e .g . a s self-governin g state s lik e Indi a o r Tanzania ) o r els e a s 
colonies eithe r pas t o r presen t o f Britai n o r som e othe r Europea n country . 

The syllabu s fo r th e AE B pape r 04-1 , "Britai n an d Worl d Affair s sinc e 
1914", state s tha t th e developmen t o f Empir e t o Commonwealt h wil l b e 
studied, wit h a n analysi s o f th e changin g rol e o f th e Commonwealt h i n th e 
post-war world . However , non e o f th e question s se t i n Summe r 197 7 mad e 
any specifi c referenc e t o th e Commonwealt h a s such . Tw o question s wer e 
asked o n India . 

AEB 041 , q . 8 : 
Describe Britain' s polic y toward s Indi a betwee n 191 8 an d 1939 . 
Why did i t fai l t o satisf y India' s nationalists ? 

AEB 041 , q . 14 : 
Describe (a ) th e reason s for , (b ) th e event s leadin g u p to , an d 
(c) th e immediat e resul t s o f Britain' s withdrawa l fro m eithe r Indi a 
and Pakista n i n 1947 , o r Palestin e i n 1948 . 
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Another ques t ion , o n moder n Afr ica , include d re fe renc e t o 
Commonwealth count r ie s an d pe r sona l i t i e s togethe r wit h non-Commonwealt h 
top ics . 

AEB 0 4 1 , q . 20 : 
Explain th e importanc e i n th e h i s t o r y o f moder n Afric a o f fou r o f 
the followin g (a ) Apar the id , (b ) th e Ma u Mau , (c ) Pan-Afr ican ism , 
(d) Nkrumah , (e ) Mobutu , (f ) Amin . 

Likewise th e Cambridg e p a p e r 235 , "Worl d Affair s sinc e 1919" , 
included s e v e r a l ques t ion s o n Commonwealt h count r ie s withou t an y mentio n 
of t he i r Commonwealt h connection . 

Cambridge 235 , q . 26 : 
Desc r ibe th e p a r t playe d b y tw o o f th e followin g i n th e h i s to r y o f 
t he i r r e spec t iv e c o u n t r i e s : (a ) Hast ing s Banda , (b ) Kennet h 
Kaunda, (c ) Jom o Kenyat ta , (d ) Juliu s N y e r e r e . 

Cambridge 235 , q . 29 : 
Desc r ibe th e p r o g r e s s toward s independenc e mad e b y Indi a i n 
the per io d 1919-194-7 . 

Cambridge 235 , q . 32 : 
What le d t o th e Emergenc y i n Malay a (1948-1960) ? Wh y wa s th e 
Government o f Malay a successfu l i n overcomin g th e insurgents ? 

It shoul d b e note d tha t al l t h r e e o f thes e quest ion s r e f e r r e d exclusivel y 
to Commonwealt h l e a d e r s o r count r ie s withou t an y re fe renc e t o th e fact . 

The Londo n syl labu s 263 , "Worl d Affair s fro m 191 9 t o th e P r e s e n t 
Day" , mention s th e Commonwealt h i n th e sectio n whic h include s Bri tai n 
(Sect ion E , "Wes te r n Europ e includin g Br i t a in" ) , wher e th e intentio n i s 
s ta ted o f studyin g "th e changin g consti tutio n o f th e Br i t i s h Empir e an d 
Commonwealth", althoug h th e pape r se t mad e n o mentio n o f th e 
Commonwealth i n thi s sec t ion . Again , however , quest ion s wer e se t o n 
Commonwealth c o u n t r i e s , thoug h the y wer e no t desc r ibe d a s such . 

London 263 , q . 2 : 
T r a c e success iv e effort s b y th e Br i t i s h Governmen t t o r e so lv e th e 
ques t ions o f th e governmen t o f Indi a i n th e y e a r s 191 9 t o 1939 . 
Desc r ibe th e fur the r developmen t o f th e proble m durin g th e Secon d 
World War , an d giv e a n accoun t o f th e solutio n finall y adopte d i n 
1947. 

London 263 , q . 6  ( t h r ee p a r t s o f th e quest io n re la te d t o a  ma p 
of Afr ica) : 
(b) Se lec t on e onl y o f th e forme r Hig h Commissio n T e r r i t o r i e s 
(marked T  o n th e map ) an d giv e bot h i t s forme r nam e an d i t s 
p r e s e n t da y name . 

(f) Wh y di d th e attempte d Federa t io n o f countr ie s X , Y , an d Z 
break dow n i n 1963 ? 

(g) Outlin e briefl y th e h i s to r y o f countr y Z ' s re la t ion s wit h th e 
UK sinc e 1963 . 

Other quest ion s o n Afric a i n thi s sectio n wer e o n Italia n an d Frenc h 
colonization an d th e civi l wa r s i n th e Cong o an d Niger ia . 
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The Oxfor d an d Cambridg e pape r H3 9 offer s "Worl d History ' ' e i the r 
from 1914-1945 , o r fro m 1939-70 . Thi s pape r dea l s l a rge l y wit h Grea t 
P o w e r conflict . I n 197 7 i t ha d a  documentar y quest io n o n Vietnam , 
included Europea n fascis m an d Worl d Wa r 2 , an d ha d a  sectio n o n th e 
Middle E a s t . Thoug h t h e r e wa s substant ia l r e fe renc e t o China , the r e wa s 
l i t t le t o Afric a o r India . Th e p a p e r showe d n o a w a r e n e s s o f th e 
Commonwealth a s a n ent i ty , o r o f an y o the r in ternat iona l groupin g fo r tha t 
mat te r . Agai n however , s e v e r a l ques t ion s mentione d a  Commonwealt h 
count ry o r pe r sona l i t y withou t desc r ib in g the m a s such . 

Ox. &  Camb. H39 , q . 1,  ( a quest io n askin g fo r sho r t no te s ) : 
"the fal l o f S ingapore " (i n Worl d Wa r 2 ) wa s on e o f th e a l t e rna t ive s 
given. 

Ox. &  Camb. H39 , q . 2 : 
"Give a n accoun t o f th e wor k an d importanc e i n thi s per io d o f tw o 
of th e fo l lowing . . . "  include d Gandh i a s on e o f th e opt ions . 

Ox. &  Camb. H39 , q . 9,  ( a quest io n askin g fo r sho r t no t e s ) : 
" S i r Rober t M e n z i e s , Ghana , th e H . M . S . T ige r t a l k s , th e 
West India n F e d e r a t i o n . .. "  wer e amon g th e option s given . 

As a  l a s t exampl e o f thi s t r e n d , th e Wels h p a p e r , o n th e "His to r y o f th e 
Modern Worl d fro m 191 9 t o th e P r e s e n t Day" , offere d tw o ques t ion s tha t 
deal t exclusivel y wit h Commonwealt h count r ie s withou t an y re fe renc e t o th e 
fact . 

Welsh O  g , q . 5 : 
E i the r (a ) Wh y wa s Indi a give n sel f -governmen t b y Bri tain ? 
o r (b ) Giv e a n accoun t o f an y on e poli t ica l figur e o f Indi a o r 
Pak i s tan s inc e 1945 . 

Welsh O  g , q . 8 : 
Give a n accoun t o f th e h i s t o r y o f on e o f th e followin g a r e a s 
s ince 194-5 : Kenya , Ghana , Rhodes ia , Wes t I n d i e s . * 

The secon d mai n conclusio n t o emerg e fro m th e stud y o f p a p e r s i n thi s 
ca tegory , i s tha t althoug h th e Commonwealt h a s a  concep t o r a n enti t y i n 
in ternat ional r e la t ion s i s ha rd l y mentione d i n ques t i ons , le t alon e s t r e s s e d , 
t h e r e doe s see m t o b e a  wil l ingnes s t o tak e accoun t o f o the r kind s of 
in te rna t ional grouping . Thoug h mor e apparen t pe rhap s wit h som e Board s 
than o t h e r s , ques t ion s coul d b e foun d dealin g wit h suc h internat iona l 
organiza t ions a s th e Leagu e o f Nat ions , th e Unite d Nat ions , th e Nort h 
Atlantic T rea t y Organ iza t ion , an d th e Europea n Economi c Community . 
M o r e o v e r , ques t ion s wer e a l s o s e t o n mor e genera l concept s suc h a s Pan -
Africanism, o r th e Thir d World . 

The Cambridg e p a p e r 235 , "Worl d Affair s s inc e 1919" , i s a  goo d 
i l lus t ra t ion . Th e syl labu s fo r Sect io n A  o f thi s pape r (Genera l Problems ) 
mentions th e League , UNO , NATO , th e Warsa w P a c t , th e OECD , bu t no t 
the Commonwealth . I n 197 7 tw o ques t ion s i n th e sect io n aske d abou t in t e r -
national o rgan iza t ions . 

*The ter m Commonwealt h Wes t Indie s woul d see m t o b e mor e appropr ia t e 
h e r e s o a s t o p reven t candidate s fro m feelin g oblige d t o t r a c e th e ve r y 
different path s followe d b y Cuba , Hai t i , th e Dominica n Republ ic , P u e r t o 
Rico an d th e F r e n c h an d Dutc h t e r r i t o r i e s i n additio n t o thos e is land s (an d 
mainland t e r r i t o r i e s ) wit h a  Commonwealt h connection . 
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Cambridge 235 , q . 1 : 
How di d th e victoriou s power s dea l wit h th e possession s o f 
Germany an d Turke y outsid e Europ e i n 1919-20 ? Describ e 
the wor k o f th e Mandate s Commission s o f th e Leagu e o f 
Nations. 

Cambridge 235 , q . 6 : 
Describe th e wor k o f th e U N Agencie s i n helpin g t o dea l wit h 
the problem s o f th e Thir d World . 

Section E  o f th e sam e pape r (Afric a an d th e Middl e East ) include s i n it s 
syllabus "Pan-Africanis m an d th e Searc h fo r Unity" , Sout h Afric a an d it s 
racial policy , an d Rhodesia . Mentio n i s mad e o f th e Organizatio n o f Africa n 
Unity, bu t no t o f th e Commonwealth . 

Cambridge 235 , q . 27 : 
Describe th e workin g o f aparthei d i n th e Republi c o f Sout h 
Africa. 

Cambridge 235 , q . 28 : 
What ar e th e aim s an d membershi p o f th e Organizatio n o f Africa n 
Unity? Describ e th e wor k o f thi s bod y sinc e it s foundation . 

Section F  o f th e syllabu s (Asia ) state s tha t (amon g othe r topics ) th e 
Indian sub-continen t unde r Britis h control , th e 194- 7 partition, an d th e 
development o f Indi a an d Pakista n sinc e independenc e wil l b e examined . Th e 
emergence o f Malaysi a an d it s difficultie s i s als o included . I n neithe r cas e 
is an y mentio n o f th e Commonwealt h mad e i n th e syllabu s ;  no r di d i t appea r in ' 
the question s se t i n 1977 . 

Cambridge 235 , q . 29 : 
Describe th e progres s toward s independenc e mad e b y Indi a i n 
the perio d 191 9 t o 1947 . 
Cambridge 235 , q . 33 : 
What problem s ha s Pakista n face d i n (a ) Kashmir , an d (b ) 
Bangladesh? 
One shoul d no t overlook , or fai l t o commend,th e detache d perspectiv e o f 

these question s whic h focu s o n th e countrie s i n thei r ow n righ t rathe r tha n 
as ex-colonia l t e r r i to r i es . Howeve r th e countrie s ar e no t see n a s member s 
of th e Commonwealt h o r a s havin g an y othe r internationa l relationships . 

Included amon g th e topic s liste d fo r stud y i n th e syllabu s o f th e Oxfor d 
World Histor y Pape r (038 , Pape r I ) ar e th e Leagu e o f Nation s an d th e 
failure o f collectiv e security , an d th e Unite d Nation s an d it s attempt s t o 
keep th e peace . Th e emphasi s i n th e pape r itsel f wa s largel y o n th e grea t 
powers, thei r diplomati c relationships , an d majo r internationa l problems . Th e 
only Commonwealt h are a include d i n a  question , apar t fro m Britain , wa s th e 
West Indies . Th e syllabu s fo r Pape r I I o f thi s examinatio n include s th e 
"European movemen t toward s economi c an d politica l integration" ; th e ques -
tions i n 197 7 include d th e followin g o n th e Leagu e an d th e Unite d Nations . 

Oxford 038 , q . 5 : 
What wer e th e shortcoming s o f th e Leagu e o f Nations ? I n wha t 
ways wa s th e Unite d Nation s Organizatio n a n attemp t t o 
remedy them ? 
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Although th e Commonwealt h i s no t mentione d i n th e syllabu s fo r thi s 
examination, ther e wa s on e questio n o n th e relationshi p betwee n Britai n an d 
India. 

Oxford 038 , q . 7 : 
Show th e cours e an d consequence s o f th e withdrawa l o f Britis h 
imperial powe r fro m Indi a afte r th e Secon d Worl d War . 

The Wels h Boar d pape r "Histor y o f th e Moder n Worl d fro m 1919  t o th e 
Present Day" , als o include d a  questio n o n th e Unite d Nations . 

Welsh O  g , q . 8 : 
Give a n accoun t o f th e majo r achievement s o f th e Unite d Nations . 
The thir d conclusio n arisin g fro m thi s examinatio n o f Worl d Affair s 

papers i s tha t som e attemp t ca n b e discerne d i n som e paper s t o depar t fro m 
British o r Europea n ethnocentricit y an d t o adop t somethin g o f a  worl d 
perspective. I n part icula r recognitio n i s foun d o f a  Thir d Worl d entity . 
This i s no t a  universa l approac h an d i t appear s onl y partiall y i n certai n 
papers wher e non-Europea n histor y ma y b e see n t o b e adde d o n t o th e 
syllabus ra the r tha n integrate d int o it . Nevertheles s i t i s significan t 
enough t o b e wort h noting . However , i t i s agai n noticeabl e tha t th e 
Commonwealth doe s no t figur e a s a  par t o f thi s enlarge d worl d perspective . 

The AE B pape r 0  4 1 , "Britai n an d Worl d Affair s sinc e 1914" , include d 
a questio n alread y referre d to : on e whic h presuppose s Afric a a s essen -
tially a  geographica l regiona l concept . 

AEB 0  4 1 , q . 20 : 
Explain th e importanc e i n th e histor y o f moder n Afric a o f fou r o f 
the following : (a ) Apartheid , (b ) th e Ma u Mau , (c ) Pan -
Africanism, (d ) Nkrumah , (e ) Mobutu , (f ) Amin . 

Paper 0  5 8 o f th e sam e Board , "Histor y o f Worl d Power s an d Worl d 
Events i n th e 20t h Century " goe s furthe r i n attemptin g a n internationa l out -
look wit h question s o n theme s suc h a s nationalis m an d poverty . 

AEB 0  58 , q . 21 : 
How fa r i s povert y i n th e Thir d Worl d th e resul t o f th e misus e 
of resource s b y th e develope d nations ? 

A similarl y broadl y base d questio n i s th e followin g fro m th e Oxfor d 
World Histor y paper . 

Oxford 0  3 8 II , q . 8 : 
On wha t ground s i s i t suggeste d tha t ther e i s a  populatio n 
problem i n th e world ? Wha t solution s t o th e proble m hav e 
been proposed ? 

The Londo n paper , "Worl d Affair s fro m 191 9 t o th e Presen t Day" , 
shows a n internationa l perspective , especiall y i n it s Genera l Sectio n 
(Section F) . Th e syllabu s fo r thi s sectio n include s topic s suc h a s inter -
national relat ions , institutions , an d developments, underdevelope d 
t e r r i to r i e s , an d technology . I n 197 7 th e documentar y questio n o n thi s sec -
tion wa s base d o n a n extrac t fro m Tanzania' s Arush a Declaration , an d th e 
sub-questions relate d t o i t approache d Tanzani a essentiall y a s a n exampl e o f 
an underdevelope d te r r i tory . Ther e wa s als o a  questio n i n th e sectio n o n 
Africa an d th e Middl e Eas t (Sectio n B) , on colonialism , and th e problem s o f 
independence. Question s relate d t o Commonwealt h an d non-Commonwealt h 
countries. 
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London 263 , q . 8 : 
How an d wh y did Franc e com e t o b e involve d i n a  conflic t wit h 
the FL N i n Algeri a afte r 1945 ? Explai n th e importanc e o f thi s 
conflict, an d o f it s eventua l outcom e fo r (a ) Algeria , an d 
(b) France . 

A more international , themati c approac h ca n als o b e see n i n th e Wels h 
Board's Moder n Worl d paper . 

Welsh O  g , q . 16 : 
Explain thre e o f th e followin g term s givin g detail s o r example s 
where appropriate : Marxism , OEEC , devolution , tota l war , 
the Thir d World , th e Organizatio n fo r Africa n Unit y (OAU) . 

Questions fro m othe r Histor y paper s 

One fina l commen t ma y b e made . Thi s investigatio n wa s primaril y carrie d 
out int o paper s i n whic h th e titl e eithe r include d o r implie d referenc e t o th e 
Commonwealth. However , Commonwealt h an d Empir e question s ar e als o t o 
be found , thoug h no t frequently , i n som e o f th e man y papers o n Britis h o r 
European history . Som e rando m example s a r e : 

Ox. &  Camb . H3 1 (British Outline s 1914-1970) , q . 7 : 
A documentary questio n consistin g o f a n extrac t fro m a n essa y 
by Creech Jone s arguin g fo r a  renunciatio n o f th e imperialisti c 
relationship. Th e questio n asks , "Takin g a s example s thre e 
of he r forme r colonie s an d dependencies , sho w ho w Britai n 
renounced a n 'imperialisti c relationship' . Briefl y conside r th e 
consequences (a ) fo r th e colonies , (b ) fo r Britain. " 

Ox. &  Camb . H2 8 (British Outline s 1660-1763) , q . 8 : 
How di d th e Britis h exten d thei r influenc e i n Indi a durin g th e 
period? 

Oxford 0  3 4 (British an d Foreig n 1868-1951) , q . 7 : 
Show th e importanc e i n Britis h imperia l affair s o f thre e o f 
the following : th e Sout h Afric a Ac t 1909 , Mandate d 
Ter r i to r ies , th e Statut e o f Westminste r 1931 , th e Ottaw a 
Conference 1932 , th e India n Independenc e Ac t 1947 . 

Oxford 0  3 0 (D Britis h Histor y 1815-1951) , q . 14 : 
What wer e th e principa l change s durin g th e perio d 1914-195 1 
in relation s betwee n eithe r (a ) Britai n an d India , o r (b ) Britai n 
and Palestine ? 

Oxford 0  3 0 (C Britis h Histor y l689- l8 l5) , q . 10 : 
What di d Warre n Hasting s achiev e i n India ? Wh y was h e 
impeached? 

London 26 2 (English an d Europea n Histor y 1763-1954) , q . 20 : 
Trace th e mai n development s i n th e Britis h Empir e i n th e 
period 1919-195 5 concernin g (a ) Dominio n status , (b ) India , 
(c) Palestine . 

From thi s brie f glanc e a t Britis h Histor y paper s i t woul d see m tha t th e 
British Empir e i s see n b y examiner s a s a n offshoo t o f Britis h histor y an d 
that th e Commonwealt h i s no t ye t recognize d a s a n internationa l uni t o f 
world significance . 
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APPENDIX 

1. T o obtai n th e figure s give n i n Tabl e 2a , w e wrot e t o th e fou r Boards . 
As wel l a s supplyin g th e informatio n aske d for , tw o Board s wer e goo d 
enough t o writ e a  coverin g let te r wit h furthe r detail . Th e followin g extract s 
seem t o mak e importan t points . 

From th e Secretar y t o th e AEB : "I n recen t year s th e entr y fo r 
the Commonwealt h Histor y Syllabu s a t O  Leve l ha s bee n de -
clining an d a s yo u ca n se e i s currentl y a t a  lo w level . Th e 
Board i s currentl y undertakin g a  revisio n o f al l it s O  leve l 
syllabuses i n Histor y t o tak e int o accoun t mor e recen t scholar -
ship an d attitude s t o th e subjec t a s wel l a s th e popularit y an d 
viability o f th e Syllabus . I t i s hope d tha t th e revise d syllabuse s 
will b e introduce d fo r examinatio n i n Jun e 198 l an d I  enclos e a 
document listin g briefl y th e Board' s lates t proposal s althoug h 
these ar e b y no mean s finalize d a s yet . Yo u wil l notic e tha t th e 
element o f Commonwealt h Histor y include d i n th e revise d pro -
posals i s ver y small . T o som e exten t th e subjec t wil l b e 
covered i n th e revise d Syllabu s 039 , Optio n 18 . Otherwise , 
interested Centre s wil l hav e t o submit thei r ow n Mod e 2  styl e 
syllabus fo r examinatio n i n thi s subject . " 

From th e Assistan t Secretar y t o th e Oxfor d Delegacy : " I 
regre t t o sa y tha t 03 2 ha s bee n fallin g i n entr y number s fo r 
the las t fiv e o r si x year s an d w e n o longe r se t i t i n th e Autumn . 
I a m fairl y certai n tha t thi s syllabu s wil l b e delete d i f examina -
tions ar e reorganize d fo r a  commo n syste m a t 16+. " 

2. Th e AE B wer e goo d enoug h t o giv e detail s o f th e number s o f candidate s 
who entere d fo r eac h o f th e section s o f thei r pape r o n "Th e Growt h o f th e 
Commonwealth an d English-Speakin g Peoples" . I t show s tha t th e tw o sec -
tions o n Europea n an d Britis h Oversea s Expansio n attracte d mor e candidate s 
than th e othe r si x together . 

Section A  -  Outlines o f Europea n Oversea s Expansio n l8 l 
to 176 3 

B -  Outlines o f Britis h Oversea s Expansio n fro m 8 1 
1763-1945 

C(l) -  Canada fro m Earl y Colonisatio n t o 193 1 2 5 
C(2) -  Australia fro m Earl y Colonisatio n t o 193 1 1 1 
C(3) -  Sout h Afric a fro m Earl y Colonisatio n t o 194- 8 5 5 
C(4) -US A 1783-186 5 4 9 
C(5)-USA 1863-195 3 0 
C(6) -  Wes t India n Histor y 1494-194 7 9 1 
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SYLLABUSES AN D QUESTIONS I N GEOGRAPH Y 

No syllabuse s i n Geograph y mak e specifi c referenc e t o th e Commonwealth . 
A stud y ca n b e include d i n on e o f tw o ways , eithe r (a ) wher e ther e i s stud y 
of a  countr y whic h i s a  member o f th e Commonwealth , o r (b ) wher e ther e i s 
study o f a  them e o r topi c whic h i s , o r ca n be , exemplifie d b y stud y o f a 
Commonwealth country . I t i s probabl y easies t t o loo k a t th e syllabuse s i n 
these tw o groups . (Thoug h w e canno t establis h thi s commen t b y givin g date s 
for th e introductio n o f thes e syllabuses , i t i s th e cas e tha t th e approac h t o 
Geography illustrate d b y th e paper s i n Grou p B  i s th e approac h whic h i s 
currently bein g develope d i n many schools. ) 

Group A : Syllabuse s i n Geograph y wit h Specifi c Regiona l Stud y 

All syllabuse s tha t requir e a  regiona l stud y includ e a  stud y o f th e Britis h 
Is les , o r area s o f th e Britis h I s les , a s par t o f th e course : non e suggest s 
that thi s stud y shoul d includ e th e perspectiv e o f link s betwee n Britai n an d 
other countries . 

Some syllabuse s tha t requir e regiona l studie s i n additio n t o th e Britis h 
Isles includ e Commonwealt h countries . Other s d o not . Fo r exampl e th e 
Welsh Board , Sectio n D , ask s fo r th e stud y o f on e o f thre e a reas : (a ) US A 
east o f th e Rockies ; (b ) USS R wes t o f th e Urals ; (c ) Norway , Sweden , 
Denmark, Wes t Germany , Switzerlan d an d Italy . 

Table 4 : Paper s Specifyin g Commonwealt h 
Countries fo r Regiona l Stud y 

AEB Pape r III  Are a Studies , option s includ e Nort h Americ a 

Cambridge 26 1 Paper 2  Regiona l Geography , option s includ e Nort h 
America an d Tropica l Afric a sout h o f th e Sahar a 
(excluding S . Africa ) 

London Syllabu s B  Option s includ e Nort h Americ a 

Oxford 045  Regiona l option s includ e Canad a an d th e Wes t 
Indies, an d Monsoo n Asi a 

Oxford O46  Regiona l include s Canad a an d eithe r Afric a sout h 
of th e Sahara , o r Australi a an d Ne w Zealan d 

Questions fro m Syllabuse s liste d i n Tabl e 4 

Often question s i n regiona l geograph y rel y heavil y o n factua l reca l l , bu t b y 
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selecting subjec t matte r wit h som e imaginatio n i t i s possibl e t o highligh t 
topics o f som e relevanc e an d lea d candidate s fro m th e limit s o f to o particula r 
a study . 

Cambridge 261 , Pape r 2 , q . 19 : 
For on e countr y o f Tropica l Afric a : 
(a) Name , locat e an d describ e th e traditiona l nativ e industrie s an d 

explain th e advantage s o f th e regio n fo r thei r development . 
(b) O n a  sketch-ma p nam e an d locate : 

(i) moder n manufacturin g industrie s whic h hav e bee n developed ; 
(ii) source s o f ra w mater ia ls , fue l an d power ; 

(iii) communication s servin g th e industry . 
(c) Explai n th e advantage s an d disadvantage s o f th e countr y 

for industria l expansion . 

The nex t questio n o n th e sam e pape r show s tha t withi n traditiona l r e -
gional stud y i t i s possibl e t o introduc e a  themati c approach . 

Cambridge 261 , Pape r 2 , q . 20 : 
Three majo r problem s o f Tropica l Afric a a r e : (i ) rapi d populatio n 
growth, (ii ) rapi d urba n expansion , (iii ) th e nee d t o improv e com -
munications i n orde r t o encourag e economi c developmen t an d 
manufacturing. Selec t on e countr y an d discus s eac h o f thes e 
problems an d solution s whic h ma y b e possible . 

Questions ca n b e se t whic h enabl e th e bette r candidate s t o develo p idea s 
that relat e t o importan t issue s wit h wid e implication s i n th e area s studied . 

Oxford O45 , Pape r 11 , q . 18 : 
(a) Two-third s o f Jamaica' s export s b y valu e ar e bauxit e an d 
alumina, bu t littl e mor e tha n 40 % of th e bauxit e mine d i s converte d 
into alumin a i n Jamaica . Wh y i s thi s so ? 
(b) Eac h o f th e Windwar d Island s depend s o n th e expor t o f on e 
or tw o agricultura l products . Commen t o n th is . 
(c) Wh y do many Puert o Rican s liv e i n Ne w York ? 

Though th e nex t exampl e fro m thi s grou p wa s relate d t o a  countr y ofte n 
excluded i n O  level regiona l syllabuse s -  an d shoul d b e exclude d fro m thi s 
review b y th e term s o f referenc e -  i t i s a  goo d illustratio n o f ho w subjec t 
matter ofte n avoide d i n schoo l syllabuse s ca n b e introduce d int o th e examin -
ation. 

Oxford 046 , q.14 : 
About 70 % of th e peopl e o f th e Republi c o f Sout h Afric a ar e Bantus , 
18% are Europeans , 9 % Coloureds an d 3 % Asians. Discus s th e d i s -
tribution o f eac h o f thes e group s withi n th e Republi c an d thei r mai n 
occupations. 

To summarize , i t woul d see m tha t i n paper s whic h as k question s o n r e -
gional o r are a studies , th e Commonwealt h countr y mos t frequentl y foun d (apar t 
from th e Britis h Isles ) i s Canada . Othe r countrie s ar e n o doub t selecte d be -
cause o f th e lin k wit h th e Unite d Kingdom , ( e .g . "Afric a sout h o f th e Saha ra . . " ) 
but th e reaso n fo r thi s lin k i s neve r state d o r referre d to . Mos t o f th e ques -
tions aske d ar e fo r factua l recal l o f informatio n though t importan t b y geo -
graphers . (Non e o f thes e question s ha s bee n illustrate d above. ) Bu t ther e 
are example s o f question s se t o n regiona l stud y whic h d o g o beyond thi s firs t 
step o f recal l an d loo k a t issue s o f importance . I f thi s ca n b e don e fo r som e 
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topics, the n i t shoul d b e possibl e t o introduc e othe r themes , suc h a s th e 
concept o f th e Commonwealth , t o thes e papers . 

Group B : Syllabuse s tha t Requir e a  Stud y o f Theme s o r Topic s 

As a n alternativ e t o th e attemp t t o stud y "th e tota l regiona l geography " o f a 
country o r a rea , man y geographer s ar e no w concentratin g o n a  few theme s 
within th e stud y o f Geography . Thes e theme s ar e the n relate d t o particula r 
a r e a s . Sometime s thi s approac h narrow s th e rang e o f countrie s o r region s 
studied a s i t i s argue d tha t a  few studie s i n dept h ar e o f greate r benefi t tha n 
wider, superficia l cover . (Thi s limitatio n o f area s i s show n i n th e Cambridg e 
paper 269 , wher e si x theme s ar e sprea d acros s tw o paper s wit h fou r o f th e 
sections specifyin g tha t th e them e o f tha t sectio n shoul d b e studie d i n relatio n 
to Britain. ) Th e area s t o b e studie d t o exemplif y th e theme s o f stud y ar e 
either state d b y th e Boar d o r selecte d b y th e teacher . 

Table 5 : Paper s Specifyin g Commonwealt h 
Countries t o Illustrat e Genera l Theme s o r Topic s 

London, Syllabu s A  Th e Develope d Worl d (t o includ e Canad a an d Australia ) 
and Th e Les s Develope d Worl d (t o includ e Africa , 
Caribbean, Sout h an d Southeas t Asia) . 
(N .B . commo n theme s t o b e studie d i n bot h group s o f 
countries) 

Ox. &  Camb . Topic s relate d t o area s ar e change d eac h year , bu t 
some Commonwealt h countrie s ar e included . 

Welsh On e sectio n relate s t o problem s o f settlemen t an d 
economic developmen t o f on e are a -  option s includ e 
Africa, sout h o f th e Sahar a (excludin g Sout h Africa) , 
or India , Pakista n an d Bangladesh . 

Questions fro m Syllabuse s liste d i n Tabl e 5 

Very fe w question s i n O  leve l Geograph y paper s brin g togethe r knowledg e 
of countrie s fro m differen t region s o r continent s o r groupings , suc h a s th e 
developed an d les s develope d countries , an d thi s ma y creat e difficultie s fo r 
introducing question s wit h a  Commonwealt h perspective . However , som e 
questions poin t a  wa y forward . Her e i s a n example . 

London Syllabu s A , Pape r 2  , q . 5 : 
(a) Fo r on e regio n o f th e Develope d Worl d accoun t fo r th e 
development an d growt h o f on e o f th e followin g industries : 
petro-chemical production ; motor-vehicl e assembly ; ship -
building. 

(b) Briefl y explai n wh y th e industrie s liste d i n (a ) abov e hav e 
not bee n importan t i n th e countrie s o f th e Les s Develope d world . 

Though examiner s ar e n o doub t awar e o f th e danger , i t i s obviousl y 
very eas y t o sli p int o th e tra p o f alway s framin g question s o n less develope d 
countries i n suc h a  way tha t th e candidat e neve r get s beyon d th e stag e o f 
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of identifyin g p r o b l e m s . He r e a r e tw o quest ion s whic h mov e som e wa y awa y 
from thi s d a n g e r . 

London Syl labu s A , P a p e r 2 , q . 8  an d q . 9 : 
(a.) Nam e an d locat e on e a r e a i n th e L e s s Develope d Worl d whic h 
has develope d a n i ro n an d s tee l i ndus t ry . 
(b) D e s c r i b e , wit h th e ai d o f a  ske tch -map , th e developmen t 
that ha s take n p lac e i n th e a r e a yo u name d i n ( a ) . 
(c) Commen t o n th e o the r i ndus t r i e s tha t w e r e n e c e s s a r y t o 
faci l i ta te thi s developmen t an d thos e whic h hav e a r i s e n a s a 
r e s u l t o f th e development . 

(a) Wha t problem s affec t ag r icu l tu r e i n th e t r o p i c s ? 
(b) Descr ib e th e improvement s i n ag r i cu l tu r e tha t a r e takin g 
p lace i n on e name d countr y i n th e L e s s Develope d Wor ld . 

Though th e nex t quest io n o n thi s p a p e r agai n s t r e s s e d p r o b l e m s , i t di d 
so i n a  wa y tha t woul d caus e th e candidate s t o cons ide r thes e problem s i n a 
posi t ive way . 

London Syl labu s A , P a p e r 2 , q . 10 : 
Study th e informatio n belo w whic h r e f e r s t o a  countr y i n th e 
L e s s Develope d Wor ld : 
Populat ion 4 0 millio n 
B i r th r a t e 4 7 p e r thousan d 
Death r a t e 1 5 p er thousan d 
L a r g e s t ci t y 1,400,00 0 
Second l a r g e s t c i t y 500,00 0 
Agr icu l tura l w o r k e r s ove r 60 % of populatio n 
Cult ivated lan d 30 % of tota l a r e a 
Average far m s iz e 3 . 2 h e c t a r e s 
Daily newspape r s 1 7 . 5 p e r thousan d peopl e 
p e r capi t a s h a r e o f G . N . P . £8 0 p e r annu m 
(a) Wha t problem s d o th e f igure s sugges t a r e facin g l e s s develope d 
coun t r i e s? 
(b) Expla i n wh y thes e problem s e x i s t . 
(c) Sugges t t h r e e o the r s t a t i s t i ca l measurement s tha t migh t hav e bee n 
included t o indicat e tha t th e countr y i s i n th e Les s Develope d Wor ld . 

This sam e posi t iv e approac h i s show n i n a  quest io n fro m anothe r Boar d 
and whic h r e q u i r e d a  quit e differen t typ e o f a n s w e r . 

Welsh , q . 15 : 
(a) Descr ib e thos e a spec t s o f e i the r Indi a o r Pak i s t a n whic h 
suggest t o yo u tha t thos e count r ie s a r e p a r t o f th e poo r Thi r d Wor ld . 
(b) Wit h r e f e r enc e t o e i t he r Indi a o r Pak i s t a n sho w wha t ha s 
been achieve d i n bot h ag r i cu l tu r e an d manufacturin g indus t r y t o 
promote economi c development . 

F ina l ly i n thi s grou p i s a  quest io n whic h tes te d somethin g o f th e c rea t iv e 
thinking o f th e candidat e an d i l l u s t r a t e s ho w a  topi c ca n b e approache d s o 
that i t coul d appl y t o an y coun t ry . 

Wel sh , q . E 13 : 
With specifi c r e f e r enc e t o e i t he r E a s t Afr ic a o r Wes t Afric a desc r ib e 
the importanc e o f w a t e r fro m th e viewpoint s of : (a ) domesti c wa te r 
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supply, (b ) rainfal l an d agriculture , (c ) r iver s an d powe r 
production, (d ) wate r fo r t ransport . 

Table 6 : Paper s No t Specifyin g Part icula r Countrie s 
to Illustrat e a  Genera l Them e o r Topi c 

AEB Sectio n A 

Cambridge 26 9 

JMB Syllabu s A 

JMB Syllabu s B 

Ox. &  Camb. Revised 
Syllabus 

Problems o f populatio n growth , wate r resources , 
tropical agriculture , an d th e environment , whic h 
should us e example s fro m an y par t o f th e world . 

World Populatio n an d Worl d Agricultur e t o b e 
studied b y sampl e a r e a s . 

Paper II , Genera l Geograph y wit h varie d topic s 
designed t o sho w genera l principle s illustrate d b y 
specific examples . 

Paper II , Stud y o f th e uneve n distributio n o f popu -
lation wit h referenc e t o specifi c studies . Theme s 
include -  develope d an d under-develope d countries , 
communist an d capitalis t economi c systems , an d th e 
interdependence o f differen t regions . 

Paper 11 , the topic s o f agriculture , industr y an d 
cities i n th e Develope d Worl d (EEC , USA , USSR ) 
and agriculture , industr y an d populatio n i n th e Les s 
Developed World . 

Though th e Regulation s fo r 197 7 do no t refe r t o a  Revise d Syllabus , ther e 
were paper s se t fo r th e Ol d an d th e Revise d syllabuses . 

Questions fro m Syllabuse s liste d i n Tabl e 6 

Whereas th e syllabuse s referre d t o s o fa r hav e al l expecte d candidate s t o 
have studie d th e geograph y o f som e Commonwealt h countrie s t o enabl e the m 
to illustrat e thei r answer s b y cas e studie s fro m thes e countries , th e syllabuse s 
in thi s thir d grou p d o no t specif y whic h countrie s shoul d b e studied . I t doe s 
seem, however , fro m th e question s actuall y se t tha t i t woul d hav e bee n pos -
sible t o answe r th e question s havin g made a  stud y o f selecte d Commonwealt h 
countries. 

As i n th e previou s grou p o f paper s ther e wa s a  questio n whic h brough t 
together th e stud y o f countrie s fro m contrastin g economi c backgrounds . 

AEB, Sectio n A , q . 2 
Study th e followin g tabl e whic h refer s t o th e productio n o f 
cereals i n Indi a an d Franc e i n 1972 . 
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Cereal 
Wheat 
Barley-
Maize 
Rice 

India 
Area unde r 
crop i n 
000 hectare s 

19,139 
2,456 
5,726 

36 ,01 9 

Production 
in 00 0 
metric ton s 

26,410 
2,577 
6,206 

57,950 

France 
Area unde r 
crop i n 
000 hectare s 

3,958 
2,674 
1,880 

10 

Production 
in 00 0 
metric ton s 

18,123 
10,426 
8,190 

41 

(a) Stat e thre e significan t fact s tha t ca n b e learne d fro m thes e figures . 
(b) Wh y d o many Developin g Countrie s hav e problem s i n growin g 
enough cereal s t o fee d thei r population ? 
(c) (i ) Nam e on e schem e t o increas e foo d productio n i n a  Developin g 

Country 
(ii) Dra w a  map t o sho w th e locatio n o f th e are a concerne d i n thi s 

scheme. 
(iii) Describ e carefull y ho w i t i s hope d tha t thi s schem e wil l in -
crease foo d production . 

As i n th e firs t grou p o f syllabuse s ther e wa s a  questio n tha t no t onl y 
asked fo r knowledg e o f a  countr y bu t als o enable d candidate s t o writ e o n a n 
issue o f som e importanc e t o tha t country . 

AEB, Sectio n A , q . 6 
(a) (i ) Nam e on e tropica l countr y i n whic h a  singl e agricultura l p ro -

duct account s fo r mos t o f th e valu e o f it s exports . Nam e thi s pro -
duct. 
(ii) Dra w a  sketch-ma p o f th e countr y t o sho w th e mai n producin g 
areas fo r thi s produc t an d th e mai n exportin g routes ; nam e a t 
least thre e towns . 

(b) Wha t condition s influenc e th e productio n o f thi s cro p i n th e countr y 
you hav e named ? 
(c) Wha t disadvantage s resul t fro m thi s relianc e o n a  singl e expor t 
crop? 

Finally, ther e wer e tw o question s whic h raise d issue s no t illustrate d 
in th e question s quote d s o fa r an d whic h gav e th e candidate s th e opportunit y 
of discussin g issue s o f grea t importance . 

Ox. &  Camb . (Revise d Syllabus ) Pape r 11 , q . 1 0 an d q.1 2 
Small-scale manufacturin g industrie s ar e th e mos t typica l for m o f in -
dustrial developmen t i n many developin g countrie s because , althoug h 
there i s n o shortag e o f labour , th e amoun t o f capita l availabl e fo r 
industrial developmen t i s usuall y ver y limite d 
With thes e tw o factor s i n mind , an d usin g example s whic h yo u hav e 
studied: 
(a) Describ e th e material s used , processe s an d product s i n on e 
such manufacturin g activity . 
(b) Discus s th e advantage s an d disadvantage s o f thi s kin d o f lo w 
capital -  hig h labou r patter n o f industria l activit y i n on e countr y o r 
region. 
(c) Explai n ho w thes e tw o factor s hav e affecte d th e developmen t 
of heav y industr y i n on e countr y o r region . 

The photograp h i s o f a  shant y tow n o n th e outskirt s o f a  larg e 
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t ropica l c i ty . 
(a) Descr ib e th e condition s show n i n th e photograp h an d 
suggest r e a s o n s fo r th e exis tenc e o f suc h " towns" . 
(b) Wha t impress io n doe s th e photograp h conve y abou t social , 
hea l th , an d economi c problem s whic h a r e l ikel y t o occur ? 
(c) Wha t migh t b e don e t o improv e livin g s tandard s fo r th e 
people i n thi s shant y town ? 

CONCLUSIONS 

Our mai n conclusion s ca n b e summarize d i n thes e fou r po in t s : 

1. Th e Commonwealt h a s suc h doe s no t appea r t o b e a  p r io r i t y fo r stud y i n 
the mind s o f Engl i s h examiner s i n His to r y an d Geography . Indee d i t i s o f 
p e r i p h e r a l , an d probabl y diminishin g i n t e r e s t . Thi s outloo k appear s t o b e 
shared b y schoo l t e a c h e r s , s inc e th e numbe r o f en t r i e s t o suc h pape r s i n 
Commonwealth h is tor y tha t d o exis t a r e few . 

2 . Wher e th e Commonwealt h i s taugh t i n H i s to ry , i t i s see n l a rge l y a s p a r t 
of Br i t i s h h i s to r y r a t h e r tha n a s a n in ternat iona l organizat io n o f significanc e 
comparable t o th e OA U o r NATO . I n th e fiel d o f Geograph y i t i s probabl y th e 
grea t b read t h o f membershi p o f th e Commonwealt h tha t make s i t l e s s eas y t o 
accommodate i n sy l labuse s tha n th e in ternat iona l organizat ion s o f mor e 
limited membershi p suc h a s th e E E C . 

3 . However , despi t e th e above , i t seem s c l e a r tha t th e Empi r e an d 
Commonwealth st i l l exe r t a n appreciabl e influenc e o n th e construct io n o f 
sy l labuses an d examinatio n ques t ions . Althoug h ther e i s l i t t l e consciou s 
attempt t o fos te r a n awarenes s o f a  Commonwealt h re la t ionshi p p e r s e , ove r -
seas a r e a s an d pe r sona l i t i e s a r e include d fo r stud y whic h ma y wel l no t hav e 
been the r e excep t fo r the i r h i s to r i ca l connection s wit h B r i t a i n . Yet , a s a 
co ro l l a ry o f t h i s , i t appear s tha t mos t examiner s vie w th e Commonwealth , i f 
they a r e consciou s o f i t a t a l l , a s a n h i s to r i ca l phenomenon , r a t h e r tha n a s 
an importan t organizat io n i n th e contemporar y wor ld . 

4. Syl labuse s i n h i s to r y an d geograph y a r e changin g an d i t coul d wel l b e tha t 
the Commonwealt h coul d b e include d a s a n identifiabl e p a r t o f thes e sy l l abuses . 
F o r thi s t o happen , however , woul d nee d a  marke d chang e o f awarenes s o f 
the na tur e o f th e Commonwealt h an d i t s pas t an d p re sen t l ink s wit h th e Unite d 
Kingdom. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FO R ACTIO N 

This repor t o n Commonwealt h Topic s i n Examination s wa s considere d b y on e 
of th e committee s se t u p b y th e Worksho p o n Teachin g abou t th e Commonwealt h 
organized b y th e Africa n Socia l Studie s Programm e an d hel d i n Nairob i i n 
August 1978 . 

The committe e recommende d tha t Ministrie s o f Educatio n an d Examinin g 
Boards i n Commonwealt h countrie s should , i n additio n t o essay-typ e questions , 
set multipl e choic e an d shor t answe r question s o n th e Commonwealth , includin g 
some whic h ar e designe d t o elici t a  respons e fro m give n materia l ( e .g . pictures , 
excerpts fro m documents , graphs , table s an d flo w char ts) . 

The committe e als o dre w u p th e followin g cr i ter i a a s a  guid e t o Examinin g 
Boards i n framin g question s o n th e Commonwealth : 
1. Som e question s shoul d focu s o n th e Commonwealt h a s a  uni t rathe r tha n 
on individua l countrie s withi n th e Commonwealth . Other s shoul d explor e th e 
role o f a n individua l countr y i n th e Commonwealt h o r it s impac t o n othe r 
members o f th e Commonwealth . (Thus , instea d o f askin g candidate s t o explai n 
the importanc e i n th e histor y o f moder n Afric a o f (a ) apartheid , (b ) Nkrumah , 
(etc.) a  questio n coul d b e phrase d a s follows : "Explai n wh y (a ) apartheid , 
(b) Rhodesia , (etc. ) ar e source s o f conflic t amon g member s o f th e Commonwealth" . 

2. Question s shoul d b e include d tha t dea l with : 

(a) issue s tha t hav e arise n sinc e th e formatio n o f th e moder n 
Commonwealth; 

(b) co-operatio n an d conflict , an d similaritie s an d difference s withi n 
the Commonwealth ; 

(c) th e searc h fo r ne w relationship s aime d a t improvin g th e qualit y o f 
life o f th e people s o f th e Commonwealt h ( e .g . th e Ne w Internationa l 
Economic Order , equa l partnership , sel f relianc e e t c . ) . 
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