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F O R E W O R D 

LAW AND HUMAN ECOLOGY: A COMMONWEALTH PROJECT 

Environmental safeguards, and the control and preservation of common requirements and 

amenities, often become effective only when given the sanction of the law. Th e tech-

nique of legislation is an important aspect of the accumulated experience of developed 

nations and civilisations; reflecting, in this instance, progress in the establishment 

of regulatory regimes and harmony between people in society and their environment. 

In the present high-income countries the body of environmental law has evolved 

slowly and painfully, often as a response to abuses which had already occurred, until 

ultimately a comprehensive system of legislative control had been brought into operation. 

The existence of these systems is of great relevance to the developing countries; 

for these countries are now rapidly embarking on the processes of urbanisation, 

industrialisation, and the commercial development of agriculture, which bring in train 

the environmental hazards already experienced - and to some extent countered - by the 

developed nations. I n addition, the developing countries are experiencing unique 

problems which they are handling in ways of particular relevance to each other, and of 

importance to the rest of the world. 

For these reasons, it is believed that an analysis of the existing environmental 

legislation of developing countries, together with an extraction from it of elements 

which would be immediately useful to others as models and guides, would be of great 

potential value. However , such is the volume and variety of this legislation that a 

complete analysis would be too formidable a task at this stage. Th e project therefore 

has been confined to the Commonwealth framework, which, while including within itself 

the full range of world problems encountered at all stages of economic and political 

development, has certain simplifying features in that each of the countries chosen will 

have in common membership of the British Commonwealth. Thi s in turn means not only that 

their laws will be written in English, but that they will also be for the most part what 

the lawyer refers to as "common law" countries. 

This must not be taken to imply, though, that they will all be operating exactly to 

the pattern of the English legal system; while they will, to a greater or lesser extent, 

reflect their common heritage in the English legal system, they are likely increasingly 

to reflect both their individual post-colonial national development - e.g. older 

legislation imposing penalties related to the pound sterling but recent legislation 

framed in relation to the State's own currency; and the wider influence of international 

pressures for the conservation of the environment. Suc h pressures result in Inter-

national Conventions which both attract attention to problems which are not contained 

within national boundaries, and suggest the need for legislative standards. Fo r example, 

the African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 1968, had by 
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1984 been signed by twenty-eight African countries, including nine members of the 

Commonwealth. Thi s Convention is primarily concerned with wildlife, but it also 

embraces the conservation of other natural resources, such as soil and water. 

Compliance with its requirements inevitably involves the signators in legislation; 

for example, under Article VII, the parties are required to manage aquatic environments 

whether in fresh, brackish, or coastal water, with a view to minimising deleterious 

effects of any water and land use practice which might adversely effect aquatic habitats. 

The pilot study 

Environmental aspects of water supply and control have been chosen for the pilot study, 

and a series of volumes devoted to these themes in Commonwealth countries is planned. 

Ghana, the first African Commonwealth Country to gain independence, is the initial 

volume in this series. Ghan a fits well into the model of a developing country as out-

lined in this introduction: apart from having taken energetic steps to legislate on the 

issues of water supply and control, it is a party to the African Convention and, in 

compliance, has legislated (Legislative Instrument 710) to reclassify its 'Reserves' as 

'Natural Parks', 'Strict Nature and Wildlife Sanctuaries' and 'Game Protection Reserves'. 

All persons are excluded from these Reserves except with the consent of the Chief Game 

and Wildlife Officer. Ghan a is also obliged to legislate in compliance with the 

Article VII of the same Convention already referred to. 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Ghana was constituted from the former British Colony of the Gold Coast together 
with the Trusteeship Territory of Togoland. I t gained independence in 1957, and was 
declared a Republic within the Commonwealth in 1960, with Dr.Kwame Nkrumah as President. 
Its subsequent political history has been marked by an alternation of civil and military 
governments. A t present a military regime is in power, led by Flt. Lt. Jerry Rawlings. 

The country, with an area of 92,100 sq. miles and a population of about 13 million, 
is situated on the Gulf of Guinea, West Africa, within the tropics. Climat e is 
generally hot and humid in the south, and hot and dry in the north, with regional 
variations in climatic pattern. Annua l rainfall varies from 28 inches to 86 inches, 
depending on relief. 

WATER 

Water shortages and sanitation continue to be a problem in Ghana largely due to 
the climate. I n 1975 only 35 per cent of the population had access to safe water 
(World Bank World Development Report, 1982). Th e Irrigation Development Authority was 
established in 1977 (see Irrigation Development Authority Decree, 1977 (S.M.C.D. 85)) 
to investigate and develop irrigation, but there are many pnysical problems. Farmin g 
on the Accra plains would greatly benefit from irrigation but this land is erosional 
rather than alluvial and irrigation schemes have met with difficulties as a result. 
Irrigation has improved agriculture on the south east coastal belt. 

The main river is the Volta which is dammed at Akosombo to form the Volta Lake, fed 
by the Black, White and Red Voltas and also the rivers Kulpawm , Afram, Sene and Ori. 
There is a gradual transition from river to lake and large areas of land are periodically 
exposed when water is drained away in the operation of flood control and water supply 
programmes. Th e rivers Pra and Ankobra are also of major importance. Thes e rivers, 
and others, are mentioned frequently in the legislation, especially in the Forest 
Reserves Orders and the Volta River Development Act. 1961 (Act 46). 

The Volta River Project 

The Volta River Project commenced in 1966 under the Nkrumah administration and is 
said to be the most ambitious project in West Africa, Ghan a has no coal but has a 
large hydroelectricity energy potential. Th e Volta River Project was intended to 
utilise this potential to develop industrialisation through aluminium production and in 
other ways. 

By 1968 the hydroelectricity project supplied 97.5 per cent of the national elec-
tricity consumption, of which 70 per cent was used for aluminium smelting. Th e hydro-
electricity scheme currently supplies the Accra-Kumasi-Takoradi area, and electricity 
is exported to Togo and Dahomey. 

The Volta is one of the largest man-made lakes in the world with a maximum of 
3,275 sq.miles. I t displaced 80,000 people from the 739 villages submerged under the 
lake, estimated to be 1 per cent of the population (David Hart, 1980), to be resettled 
in 52 new villages. 

The Project was successful in the supplying of electricity for aluminium pro-
duction and in attracting foreign investment. I t has provided vast quantities of water 
for potential use in irrigation. Als o it has greatly increased fish production. Th e 
present catch from the Volta Lake is about 38,000 tonnes per year, equivalent to 20 per 
cent of Ghana's total fish production. However , the side effects have made the Volta 
River Project a subject of controversy. Grav e problems have arisen in the resettlement 
schemes, including problems of housing and compensation; and the incidence of water-
borne parasitic diseases, especially schistosomiasis (bilharzia), has been greatly 
increased. Th e geographical distribution of onchocerciasis (river blindness) has also 

ix 



been affected. Th e control of these diseases is very closely bound up with conditions 
of supply and use of water for agriculture, human consumption and sanitation. 

The Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Act 46) covers the use of the lake for fish 
production and gives details regarding health safeguards, planning, resettlement and 
compensation, control of water flow and salination. 

The side effects and problems associated with the Project have been covered in 
detail by David Hart in The Volta River Project: A Case Study in Politics and Tech-
nology, 198O*. 

AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture is an important part of the Ghanian economy. I n 1980, 53 per cent of 
the labour force was employed in agriculture, 27 per cent in services and 20 per cent 
in industry (World Bank World Development Report, 1983). Coco a has always been the 
most productive crop and is the largest single source of revenue. Tw o million acres 
of land are devoted to cocoa production and in 1979 to 1980 yielded 300,000 tonnes. 

Other crops include cassava, maize, rice, plantain, groundnuts, yam and cocoyam, 
fruit, kola, coffee and coconut. Cas h crops are becoming increasingly important, 
mainly tobacco, pepper, ginger, fruits, cotton, palm oil and sugar cane. 

Most of production is undertaken by African capitalist smallholders. Shiftin g 
cultivation has been more common in areas of low population density such as the north, 
but individual land ownership and the establishment of Forest Reserves have encouraged 
fixed cultivation. 

Livestock farming includes goats, sheep and cattle and is most productive in the 
north savanna lands where tsetse flies are less prevalent. 

Food shortages occur mostly in the Accra plains and coastal lowlands, mainly due 
to cocoa farming taking up so much of the land, but also due to water shortages. 

MINERALS 

Minerals are Ghana's second largest export, gold being the most important, 
followed by diamonds, in which Ghana ranks as the world's second largest producer in 
terms of weight. Manganes e has now exceeded the value of diamonds and Ghana is one of 
the world's greatest producers. Bauxit e has become more important since cheap hydro-
electricity made possible the development of aluminium smelting. 

Deep mining yields 90 per cent of the gold, and mining legislation reveals that 
water seepage was once a problem although this is no longer the case due to mechani-
sation. Dee p mining is controlled by trans-national corporations. 

Dredging and panning are also carried out, especially in the rivers Ofin, Ankobra 
and Tana. Larg e dredgers extract the sand from the river bed which is washed for gold 
particles. Legislatio n indicates that this is also carried out on a small scale by 
individuals in Forest Reserves and particularly by native peoples (see Forest Reserves 
Orders, pp.53-59). 

The importance of mineral production is reflected in the considerable proportion 
of related legislation intended to protect watercourses from pollution. 

FOREST 

Ninety per cent of Ghana' s timber is exported and in 1978 this was the third most 
important export. Ghan a is one of the world's largest hardwood producers although 
softwood now makes up two thirds of production. Fores t Reserves were set up under the 
Forests Ordinance, 1951 (revised) Cap.157) and make up more than 16,000 sq. kilometres 
of more than 82,000 sq. kilometres of closed forested land. Forest s in Ghana have been 
seriously depleted by farmers clearing land for agriculture and the Forest Protection 

* 
Further references are given in the Bibliography. 
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Decree, 1974 (N.R.C.D.243) is a response to this problem. Mor e recently the Ghana 
Forestry Commission Act, 1980 (Act 405) established a Forestry Commission . 

Timber comes mostly from the west rather than from the rain forest of the south 
west. Abou t half of the timber is exported as logs, but factories are gradually 
developing for manufacture. Sa w mills have been established by the U.K. and the U.S.A. 
and most timber production is controlled by private foreign capital. 

FISHERIES 

Sea fishing provides about 80 per cent of total supply; the rest comes from inland 
waters, mainly the Volta Lake where production is increasing rapidly. Productio n does 
not satisfy demand and a lot of fish is therefore imported. Fishin g legislation 
emphasises sea fishing and does not specifically mention the Volta Lake. 

STATISTICS 

From the World Bank World Development Report 1983: 

G.N.P. per capita 198 1 40 0 

Life expectancy 198 1 54  year s 

Infant mortality rate (aged 0-1) 198 1 10 1 

Adult literacy rate 1 960 2 7 per cent 

SELECTION OF LEGISLATION 

The criteria for selection of legislation relevant to water have included anything 
that is likely to affect water or be affected by water, which broadens the scope to 
include mining, mineral tailings, fishing, fertilisers, pesticides, forests, flooding, 
droughts, pollution, health, animals, sanitation, reservoirs, irrigation, etc. Onl y 
inland waters are considered, as marine waters are generally covered by international 
law. 

REFERENCES 

BEADLE, L.C.; Inland Waters of Tropical Africa: Introduction to Tropical Limnology. 
1981. 2nd Edition. Longman. Chapte r 20: Manmade Lakes, includes a section on the 
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GROVE, A.T.; Africa. 1978. 3rd Edition. Oxford University Press. Chapte r 2: Ecology; 
Chapter 8: West Africa. 

HART, David; The Volta River Project: A Case Study in Politics and Technology. 1980. 
Edinburgh University Press. 

UDO,Reuben K.; Comprehensive Geography of West Africa. 1978. Heinemann Educational. 
Chapter 2: Water needs; Chapter 19: Ghana. 

For further information see the Bibliography. 
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NOTE ON THE NATURE OF GHANIAN WATER LEGISLATION 

Ghana has in fact enacted relatively little legislation which is primarily concerned with 

protecting the quality of water as a natural resource: the principle example of such 

legislation is the Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act. O n the other hand, legis-

lative measures effecting water are frequently incorporated in legislation which has 

other primary purposes. 

There is an emphasis in this legislation on the creation of official agencies for 

the protection of natural resources and the development of the economy; such framework 

legislation frequently establishes a commission or other authority which is empowered 

both to formulate policy and to propose regulatory controls for achieving the policy 

objectives. Suc h legislation may envisage the utilisation of water resources as the 

means by which its objectives may be achieved (e.g. Volta River Act) or be concerned 

with water resources as the basis of economic activity (e.g. Fisheries Commission Act 

1980). 

There is a third category of legislation which is concerned with conservation of the 

environment (e.g. Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance 1953 or the Forestry 

Commission Act 1980) or development of the economy (e.g. Minerals Ordinance 1936). 

This category is not primarily concerned with water resources but contains some reference 

to water as a necessary aspect of conservation or a pre-requisite of economic development. 

In some instances the objective in controlling the supply of, or the quality of, 

the water is the preservation of health (e.g. Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act 

1965, Mosquitoes Ordinance 1911 and Mining Health Areas Ordinance 1936) but the majority 

of the legislation is concerned with water in relation to economic development (e.g. 

Irrigation Development Authority Decree 1977; Volta River Act 196l). 

In developing countries, however, the distinction between protection of the health 

of the population and the development of economic resources may well be a fine one. 

FORMAT AND USE OF THIS VOLUME 

This volume sets out to survey all the Ghanian laws which refer to the conservation, 

utilisation and protection of water. 

Part One - Index of Enactments lists the principal enactments which give attention to 

water quality, supply and control, in chronological order giving the date, the reference 

number and page numbers. 

Part Two - Index of Subordinate Legislation lists the subordinate legislation made under 

the enactments referred to above (i.e. amendments and regulations) in chronological order 

under each principal enactment, also giving the date, reference number and page numbers. 

Part Three - Contents of Legislation gives the preamble and all the section headings of 

each enactment and regulation. Detail s are given of amendments and repeals. An y 

section which gives attention to water refers the reader to the appropriate page in 

Part Four where the legislation is further broken down to give specific detail. Th e 

aim of this Part is simply to give the reader an overview of the purpose of the legis-

lation without excessive detail. 
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Part Four - Analysis of Legislation is further broken down into two sections. 

In Section I, extracts of the legislation referring to water are given verbatim. 

The extracts from each principal enactment and its subordinate legislation are classified 

under an appropriate heading. Th e headings and the arrangement of the material under 

these headings are as follows: 

Environmental Protection -

Environmental Protection Council Decree 1974, N.R.C.D.239 

Fish -

Ghana Fisheries Commission Act 1980, Act 404 

Forests -

Forests Ordinance 1929 (1951 revised), Cap.157 
Forests Protection Decree 1974, N.R.C.D.243 
Ghana Forestry Commission Act 1980, Act 405 

Health -

Mosquitoes Ordinance 1911 (1951 revised), Cap.75 

Irrigation -

Irrigation Development Authority Decree 1977, S.M.C.D.85 

Mining -

Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance 1905 (1951 revised), Cap.153 
Mining Health Areas Ordinance 1926 (1951 revised), Cap.150 
Minerals Ordinance 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 
Radio-active Minerals Ordinance 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151 
Minerals Act 1962, Act 126 

Planning -

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance 1953, No.32 

Pollution -

Atomic Energy Commission Act 1963, Act 204 
Oil in Navigable Waters Act 1964, Act 235 

Sanitation -

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act 1965, Act 310 

Watercourses -

Rivers Ordinance 1903 (1951 revised), Cap.226 
Volta River Development Act 1961, Act 46 

Water Supply -

References only 

Wildlife -

Wild Animals Preservation Act 1961, Act 43 

In addition to giving verbatim extracts from the legislation, each heading also includes 

references where appropriate to legislation which is actually detailed under some other 

heading, but may also have some relevance under the first heading. Fo r example, the 

Mining Ordinance (Cap.155) is detailed under 'Mining' because this enactment is primarily 

concerned with mining. However , references are also given to this enactment under 

'Pollution' because the relevance of this Ordinance to water law is the prohibition of 

water pollution from mining activities, and the provision for the treatment of mine 
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tailings. Thu s this section serves two purposes: 

(a) it gives the verbatim detail of the sections of legislation which specifically 
refers to water; and 

(b) it classifies the extracts so that the information required can be found by 
looking under the appropriate heading without the reader needing to sift through 
the Contents of Legislation section. 

In Section II, a further analysis is given of the parts of the legislation which may 

be of particular interest to lawyers, but which do not refer exclusively to water. Thi s 

part of the analysis has been kept separate from the more ecologically biased headings. 

Part Five - Bibliography complements the previous four parts by giving a list of publi-

cations which give some discussion or evaluation of the laws in force in Ghana. Eac h 

entry gives details of the author, the name of the publication, the publisher or journal 

and the date of publication. Thes e publications fall easily into four sections: 

(a) General Information - Annual Reports 
Geography and Ecology 
Volta River Project 
Law of Ghana 

(b) Water Law in Ghana (abstracts also included) 

(c) Water Law in Africa (this section will be included in all the African volumes) 

(d) Water Law in the Commonwealth (this section will be common to all volumes in 
the series) 

Part Six - Subject Index will be of particular value to ecologists and environmentalists. 

It cuts across the entire volume, picking out key words and compiling these 

alphabetically. 

NOTE ON PRESENTATION 

There are almost inevitably repetitions in the presentation of the materials included in 

this Volume. Thi s repetition is most apparent in Part Four; this repetition can be 

found even within those sections which are related to the same concept (e.g. alteration 

of water courses would not be complete without some reference to the Volta River Develop-

ment Project, while damming of the Volta River is central to the Volta River Project). 

Similarly, as far as legal machinery is concerned, regulation-making power may be 

significantly controlled by a statement within the principal act as to the maximum 

penalties which may be imposed by regulations, so that it becomes necessary to refer to 

penalties in the context of regulation-making power as well as under the section related 

to penalties. 

Wherever possible these overlaps have been dealt with by cross-referencing within 

Part Four. Th e decision has been made to record all water related legislative pro-

visions under the problem-related headings within this Part, and to re-present such of 

this material as is relevant, under the headings which are concerned with legal machinery. 

However the headings on legal machinery, unlike the problem-related sections, will be 

annotated and selective in content: within these sections certain statutory provisions 

will be re-presented verbatim as examples of legislative technique, and the reader's 

attention will be drawn to similar examples which may be found set out in full under the 

problems to which they relate. 
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It should be noted that no attempt has been made to evaluate the effectiveness of 

the legislation in attempting to resolve the problems at which it is directed: such an 

attempt would be quite beyond the objectives of the project. 
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PART I -  INDE X OF ENACTMENTS 

1951 revised 
(from 1903) 

1951 revised 
(from 1905) 

1951 revised 
(from 1911) 

1951 revised 
(from 1926) 

1951 revised 
(from 1927) 

1951 revised 
(from 1936) 

1951 revised 
(from 1946) 

1953 

1961 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1974 

1974 

1977 

1979 

1980 

1980 

Cap.226 

Gap.153 

Cap. 75 

Cap.150 

Cap.157 

Cap.155 

Cap.151 

No. 32 

Act 43 

Act 46 

Act 126 

Act 204 

Act 235 

Act 310 

N.R.C.D.239 

N.R.C.D.243 

S.M.C.D. 85 

A.F.R.C.D. 30 

Act 404 

Act 405 

Rivers Ordinance 

Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance 

Mosquitoes Ordinance 

Mining Health Areas Ordinance 

Forests Ordinance 

Minerals Ordinance 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation 
Ordinance 

Wild Animals Preservation Act 

Volta River Development Act 

Minerals Act 

Atomic Energy Commission Act 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act 

Ghana Water and Sewerage 
Corporation Act 

Environmental Protection Council 
Decree 

Forest Protection Decree 

Irrigation Development Authority 
Decree 

Fisheries Decree 

Ghana Fisheries Commission Act 

Ghana Forestry Commission Act 

pages 10,84 

13,64 

16,61 

17,67 

18,53 

25,68 

31,72 

31,76 
33,92 
35,87 
37,73 
40,79 
41,80 

41,82 

43,49 
44,59 

45,63 
46,52 
47,52 
47,60 

1 



PART II -  INDE X OF SURBORDINATE LEGISLATION 

1951 revised 
(from 1903) 

1954 revised 

1955 

1955 

1956 

1960 

1951 revised 
(from 1905) 

1954 revised 

1957 

1957 

1957 

Cap.226 

Cap.226 

L.N. 47 

L.N.344 

L.N.216 

G.A. 8 

Gap.153 

Cap.153 

L.N.221 

L.N.222 

No.31 

1958 No.54 

1959 

1959 

1960 

1970 

1970 

1971 

1951 revised 
(from 1911) 

1954 revised 

1960 

1971 

1951 revised 
(from 1926) 

1954 revised 

1956 

1960 

L.N. 28 

L.N.191 

C.A. 8 

Act 348 

L.I.665 

L.I.689 

Gap. 7 5 

Cap. 7 5 
C.A. 8 

Act 359 

Cap.150 

Cap.150 

L.N.233 

E.I. 38 

RIVERS ORDINANCE 

Rivers Regulations 

Rivers (Amansuri River) Order 

Rivers (Safety of Vessels) 
(Amendment) Regulations 

Rivers Order 

Constitution (Consequential 
Provisions) Act 

MINING RIGHTS REGULATION ORDINANCE 

Mining Rights Regulations 

Oil Mining Regulations 

Mining (Amendment) Regulations 

Mining Rights Regulation 
(Amendment) Ordinance 

The Togoland (Assimilation of 
Law) Act 

Mining (Amendment) Regulations 

Mining (Amendment) (No.2) 
Regulations 

Constitution (Consequential 
Provisions) Act 

Mining Rights, Licences and 
Certificates (imposition of Fees) 
(Consolidated Amendments) Act 

Mining Regulations 

Mining (Amendment) Regulations 

MOSQUITOES ORDINANCE 

Mosquitoes Regulations 

Constitution (Consequential 
Provisions) Act 

Local Administration Act 

MINING HEALTH AREAS ORDINANCE 

Mining Health Areas Orders 

Mining Health Area (Edubia) Order 

Taquah and Aboss Mines Limited 
Mining Area (Revocation) Order 

2 

pages 10,84 

10,86 

12 

12 

12 

12 

13,64 

13,65 

13,66 

14 

13 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14,66 

16 

16,61 

16 

16 

16 

17,67 

17,67 

18 

18 



1951 revised 
(from 1929) 

Cap.157 

1954 revised Cap.15 7 

FORESTS ORDINANCE 

Forests 

Forests (Worobong Reserve) Order 

Forests (Ankasa River Reserve, Main 
Block) Order 

Forests (Tonton Reserve) Order 

Forests (Auro River Reserve) Order 

Forests (Prah Suhien Block II (C) 
Reserve) Order 

Forests (Pra-Anum Reserve) Order 

Forests (Yenku Reserve Block A) Order 

Forests (Kpandu Plantation Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Saboro Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Mamang River Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Nkawanda Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Esen-Epam Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Brimsu Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Red Volta East Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Gambaga Scarp East Forest 
Reserve) Order 

Forests (Abisu Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Bura River Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Pra-Birim Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Mamang River Blocks A and B 
Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Minta Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Neung Forest Reserve ) Order 

Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, 
Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order 

Forests (Birim Extension Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Esen-Epam West Block I Forest 
Reserve) Order 

Forests (Esen-Epam West Block II 
Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Inchaban Waterworks Forest 
Reserve) Order 

Forests (Sumtwitwi Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Abukia Hills Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Auro River Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Kabakaba Hills Forest Reserve) 
Order 

pages 18,53 

19 
19,53 

19,54 

19,54 

19,54 

19,54 

19 
19,59 

19 
19 

19,59 

19,59 

20,58 

20 

20,54 

20,54 
20,59 

20,58 

20,59 

20,59 
20,54 
20,54 

20,55 

20,58 

20,58 

20,58 

20 

20,58 

20,58 
20,58 

20,59 
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1954 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1955 

1956 

1956 

1956 

1956 

Cap.157 (Supple-
ment 1952-54) 

L.N.16 

L.N.137 

L.N.157 

L.N.234 

L.N.277 

L.N.283 

L.N.293 

L.N.309 

L.N.356 

L.N.357 

L.N.370 

L.N.22 

L.N.101 

L.N.126 

L.N.239 

Forests (Supong Forest Reserve) Order pag e 20 

Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, 
Kwahu Portion) Order 20,5 5 

Forests (Yendi Town Plantation Forest 
Reserve) Order 2 0 

Forests (Klemu Headwaters Forest 
Reserve) Order 20,5 9 

Forests (Nyokoko Forest Reserve) Order 2 0 

Forests (Zawse Forest Reserve) Order 2 0 

Forests (Upper Wassaw Forest Reserve 
Block A) Order 20,5

8 
Forests (Kpandu Range Forest Reserve) 
Order 20,5 9 

Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve, 
Tempere Section) Order 2 0 

Forests (Draw River Forest Reserve 
Blocks A and B) Order 2 0 

Forests (Ho Hill Station Forest Reserve) 
Order 2 0 

Forests (Apepesu Forest Reserve) Order 2 0 

Forests (Amendment) Act 2 0 

Forests (Apepesu Forest Reserve) 
(Amendment) Order 2 0 

Forests (Bemu River Block II Forest 
Reserve) Order 21,5 8 

Forests (Abasumba and Opimbo Blocks 
I and II Forest Reserve) Order 2 1 

Forests (Ben (West Block) Forest 
Reserve) Order 21,5 5 

Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve, 
Oprana Section) Order 21,5 8 

Forests (Asuokoko River Forest 
Reserve) Order 21,5 8 

Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve, 
Oprana Section) Order 2 1 

Forests (Asuokoko River Forest 
Reserve) Order 2 1 

Forests (Atewa Range Extension Forest 
Reserve) Order 21,5 5 

Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) 
(Amendment) Order 2 1 

Forests (Ndumfri Forest Reserve) 
Order 21,5 5 

Forests (Ben (East Block) Forest 
Reserve) Order 21,5 6 

Forests (Tankwiddi East Forest 
Reserve) Order 2 1 

Forests (Subim Forest Reserve) 
Order 21,5 6 

Forests (Ankasa River Forest Reserve 
Block A) Order 21,5 6 

4 



1956 

1956 

1956 

1956 

1956 

1957 

1957 

1957 

1957 

1957 

1957 

1957 

1957 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1959 

1959 

1960 

1960 

1960 

L.N.255 

L.N.282 

L.N.289 

L.N.290 

L.N.291 

No.10 

L.N.42 

L.N.202 

L.N.223 

L.N.235 

L.N.241 

L.N.246 

L.N.I of 1958 

L.N.64 

L.N.65 

L.N.104 

L.N.136 

L.N.176 

L.N.240 

L.N.241 

L.N.248 

L.N.266 

L.N.294 

L.N.324 

L.N.285 

L.N.332 

C.A.8 

E.I.24 

E.I.217 

Forests (Draw River Forest Reserve 
Block C) Order 

Forests {Red Volta West Forest 
Reserve) Order 

Forests (Tamale Waterworks Forest 
Reserve) Order 

Forests (Tamale Fuelwood Block I 
Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Lawra Forest Station 
Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Amendment) Act 

Forests (Birim Forest Reserve, 
Akim-Kotoku Portion) Order 

Forests (Afram Dawa Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Proposed Gambaga Scarp 
West Block I Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Kulupene Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Morago East Forest 
Reserve) Order 

Forests (Chai River Reserve) Order 

Forests (Desiri Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Pra-Suhien Block I Forest 
Reserve) Order 

Suhuma Forest Reserve Order 

Forests (Bediako Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Chai River Reserve) 
(Amendment) Order 

Forests (Fees for Silvicultural 
Work) Regulations 

Forests (Aboben Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Yongwa Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Pra-Anum Reserve 
Variation of Boundaries) Order 

Forests (Desiri Forest Reserve) 
(Amendment) Order 

Forests (Afram Bukunaw Shelterbelt 
Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Bombi Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Sege Stream Fuelwood 
Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Opon Mansi Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Constitution (Consequential Pro-
visions) Act 

Forests (Dede Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Forests (Bemu River Forest Reserve 
Block III) Order 

pages 22,56 

22,56 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22,56 

22,58 

22,56 

22 

22,56 

22,57 

22,57 

22,57 

22,57 

22,58 

23 

23 

23,58 

23,57 

23 

23 

23,58 

23 

23 

23,57 

23 

23,57 

23,58 
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1960 

1960 

1960 

1960 

1960 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1963 

1964 

1964 

1964 

1969 

1971 

1973 

1976 

E.I.240 

E.I. 241 

E.I.242 

E.I.243 

E.I.244 

E.I.I 

E.I.28 

E.I.29 

E.I.30 

E.I.31 

E.I.32 

E.I.33 

E.I.34 

E.I.35 

E.I.91 

E.I.42 

E.I.31 

E.I.138 

E.I.38 

E.I.75 

E.I.85 

E.I.29 

E.I.44 

E.I.18 

E.I.86 

Forests (Afram-Mankrong Forest 
Reserve) Order page s 24,58 

Forests (Kworni Forest Reserve) 
Order 2 4 

Forests (Afia Shelterbelt Forest 
Reserve) (Block I) Order 24,5 8 

Forests (Southern Scarp Forest 
Reserve) (Akim Abuakwa Portion) 
Order 24,5 8 

Forests (Zawse Hills Forest 
Reserve) Order 2 4 

Forests (Owabi Waterworks Forest 
Reserve) Order 2 4 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) 
(No.l) Instrument 2 4 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) 
(No.2) Instrument 2 4 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) 
(No.3) Instrument 2 4 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) 
(No.4) Instrument 2 4 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) 
(No.5) Instrument 2 4 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) 
(No.6) Instrument 2 4 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) 
(No.7) Instrument 2 4 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) 
(No.8) Instrument 2 4 

Forests (Volta River Forest 
Reserve Block I) Order 24 

Forests (Bonsa Ben Forest Reserve) 
Order 

Bemu River Forest Reserve 
(Block I) Order 

Bemu River Forest Reserve 
(Block I) (Amendment) Order 

Forests (Dede Forest Reserve) 
(Amendment) Order 

Forests (Ho Hill Station Forest 
Reserve) (Amendment) Order 

Forest (Afra m Dawa Forest Reserve) 
(Amendment) Order 

Forests (Green Belt Forest 
Reserve) Order 

Forests (Mumford Firewood Plan-
tation Forest) (Amendment) Order 

Yakombo Forest (Reserve Com-
missioner) Appointment, Instrument 

Forest Reserves (Revocation) 
Order 

24,57 

25 

25.58 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25,58 

25 
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1951 revised 
(from 1936) 

1954 revised 

1958 

1960 

1970 

Cap.155 

Cap.155 

No.54 

C.A.8 

Act 348 

MINERALS ORDINANCE 

Minerals (Northern Territories) 
Regulations 

Togoland (Assimilation of Law) 
Act 

Constitution (Consequential 
Provisions) Act 

Mining Rights, Licences and 
Certificates (imposition of Fees) 
(Consolidated Amendments) Act 

1951 revised 
(from 1946) 

1958 

1960 

Cap.151 

No.54 

C.A.8 

RADIO-ACTIVE MINERALS ORDINANCE 

Togoland (Assimilation of Law) 
Act 

Constitution (Consequential 
Provisions) Act 

1953 No.32 

1957 

1960 

1971 

1961 

1962 

1971 

1971 

1974 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1976 

No.35 

C.A.8 

L.I.707 

Act 43 

L.I.171 

L.I.685 

L.I.710 

L.I.961 

L.I.881 

L.I.1022 

L.I.1084 

L.I.1085 

1977 L.I.1105 

LAND PLANNING AND SOIL CONSER-
VATION ORDINANCE 

Land Planning and Soil Conser-
vation (Amendment) Act 

Constitution (Consequential 
Provisions) Act 

Ministers' Functions Instrument 

WILD ANIMALS PRESERVATION ACT 

Wild Animals (Preservation Game 
Reserves) Regulations (revoked) 

Wildlife Conservation Regulations 

Wildlife Reserves Regulations 

Wildlife Conservation (Amendment) 
Regulations 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) 
Regulations (revoked) 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) 
Regulations 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) 
Regulations 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) 
(Declaration of Game Reserves) 
Regulations 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) 
Regulations 

1961 

1961 

Act 46 

L.I.162 

VOLTA RIVER DEVELOPMENT ACT 

Volta River Development Act, 
1961 (Commencement) Instrument 
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28,71 

30 

30 

30 

31,72 

31 

31 

31,76 

32 

32 

32 

33,92 

33 
34,92 

34 

34 

34 

34 

34 

35,87 

36 



1962 

1962 

1967 

1967 

1968 

1970 

1962 

1962 

1963 

1963 

1963 

1963 

1968 

1968 

1969 

1978 

1963 

1966 

1974 

1974 

Act 95 

Act 96 

L.I.542 

N.L.C.D.211 

N.L.C.D.268 

Act 338 

Act 126 

L.I.231 

L.I.253 

L.I.257 

L.I.258 

L.I.284 

N.L.C.D.308 

N.L.C.D.315 

N.L.C.D.344 

L.I.1166 

Act 204 

N.L.C.D.ll4 

N.R.C.D.296 

N.R.C.D.306 

Volta River Development (Amendment) 
Act 

Volta River Project (Supplementary 
Provisions) Act 

Volta River Authority (Transmission 
Line Protection) Regulations 

Volta River Development Act, 1961 
(Amendment) Decree 

Volta River Development Act, 1961 
(Amendment) Decree 

Volta River Development (Amendment) 
Act 

MINERALS ACT 

Minerals Regulations 

Minerals Regulations 

Minerals (Offshore) Regulations 

Minerals (Oil and Gas) 
Regulations 

Minerals (Amendment) Regulations 

Minerals Act and Regulations 
(Amendment) Decree 

Minerals Act and Regulations 
(Amendment) (No.2) Decree 

Minerals Act and Regulations 
(Amendment) Decree 

Minerals (Amendment) Regulations 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION ACT 

Atomic Energy Commission Act, 1963 
(Amendment) Decree 

Atomic Energy Commission Act 
(Amendment) Decree 

Atomic Energy Commission Act, 1963 
(Amendment) Decree 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

37,73 

38,75 

38,75 

38 

38,75 

39 

39 

39 

39 

40 

40,79 

40 

40 

40 

1964 Act 235 OIL IN NAVIGABLE WATERS ACT 

No subordinate legislation 

41,80 

1965 Act 310 

1954 revised Cap.6 7 

1966 L.I.5 9 

1968 N.L.C.D.247 

GHANA WATER AND SEWERAGE 
CORPORATION ACT 

Waterworks 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation 
Act, 1965 (Commencement) Instrument, 
1966 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation 
Act, 1965 (Amendment) Decree 

41,82 

42 

43 

43 
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1969 N.L.C.D.39 1 Ghan a Water and Sewerage Cor-
poration Act, 1965 (Amendment) 
Decree pag e 43 

1971 Ac t 359 Loca l Administration Act 4 3 

1972 E.I.5 4 Wate r Supplies Division of the 
Ministry of Works and Housing 
(Transfer of Assets and 
Liabilities) Instrument 43 

1974 

1977 

1980 

1974 

1976 

1974 

L.I.955 

L.I.1130 

L.I.1255 

N.R.C.D.239 

S.M.C.D.58 

N.R.C.D.243 

Water Charges Regulations 
(revoked) 

Water Charges Regulations 
(revoked) 

Water Charges Regulations 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COUNCIL 
DECREE 

Environmental Protection Council 
(Amendment) Decree 

FOREST PROTECTION DECREE 

43,84 

43,49 

44 

44,59 

No subordinate legislation 

1977 S.M.C.D.8 5 IRRIGATIO N DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
DECREE 45,6 3 

1977 S.M.C.D.8 9 Irrigatio n Development Authority 
(Amendment) Decree 4 5 

1977 S.M.C.D.12 7 Irrigatio n Development Authority 
(Amendment) Decree 4

5 

1979 A.F.R.C.D.3 0 FISHERIE S DECREE 46,5

2 

1964 L.I.36 4 Fisherie s Regulations 4

6 1972 L.I.77 0 Fishin g Boats (Certificate of 
competency as skippers and 
secondhands) Regulations 4

6 1974 L.I.98 8 Fishin g Boats (Certificate of 
competency First Class and 
Second Class Engineers) 
Regulations 4

6 
1977 L.I.110 6 Fisherie s (Amendment) Regulation

s 4 7 
1979 L.I.121 7 Fisherie s Decree (Commencement) 

Regulations 4 7 

1980 Ac t 404  GHAN A FISHERIES COMMISSION ACT 47,5 2 

No subordinate legislation 

1980 Ac t 405 GHAN A FORESTRY COMMISSION ACT 47,6 0 

No subordinate legislation 
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PART III -  CONTENT S OF LEGISLATION 

RIVERS ORDINANCE, 1903 (1951 Revised) 

Cap.226 

An ordinance to regulate the use of certain rivers 
in the Gold Coast. 

S. 1. Shor t title and application 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Rivers may be added to Schedule 1 

S. 4. Exten t of rivers may be defined 

S. 5. Dredgin g in river to be licensed. 
Schedule 2, Form A, Form B 

S. 6. Securit y may be required 

S. 7. Regulation s on dredging licence. Schedule 3 

S. 8. Contravenin g dredging regulations 

S. 9. Cancellatio n of dredging licence 

S.10. Licenc e to divert water 

S.11. Penalt y for contravention of licence 

S.12. Steame r Licences 

S.13. Regulation s 

S.14. Fees . Schedule 4 

S.15. Procedur e 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE RIVERS ORDINANCE 

Rivers Regulations, 1954 Revised 

Cap.226 

Section 13 - Regulations River Traffic 

S. 1. Titl e 

S. 2 . Interpretatio n 
S. 3.  Certificat e o f suitabil i t y an d carr y 

capacity 
S. 4.  For m o f cert if icat e 
S. 5 . Surve y 
S. 6. Duratio n and renewal of certificate 

S. 7. Revocatio n of certificate 

S. 8. Productio n of certificate 

S. 9. Load-lin e 

S.10. Registratio n Number 

S.11. Engineer' s certificate. Schedule Form C 

S.12. Fee s 

S.13. Evidenc e 

10 
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S.14. Penalt y 

S.15. Certificat e under previous Rules 

River Traffic Regulations se e page 

S. 1. Titl e and application 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Applicatio n of provisions regarding lights 

S. 4 . Steam vessels under way 
S. 5. Sailing vessels under way 

S. 6. Vessel s towing 

S. 7. Vesse l being taken 

S. 8. Cano e under way 

S. 9. Stea m vessels carrying explosives 

S.10. Sailin g vessels carrying explosives 

S.11. Lighte r vessels carrying explosives 

S.12. Vesse l being towed 

S.13. Raf t when under way 

S.l4. Vessel s at anchor other than canoes and 
rafts 

S.15. Prohibitio n against towing by steam 
vessel carrying explosives 

S.16. Approac h of steam vessel to places usually 
frequented by canoes 

S.17. Warnin g of steam vessels in thick and foggy 
weather 

S.18. Restrictio n on anchoring of canoe or raft 

S.19. Penalt y 8 6 

Traffic and Floating Timber on the Ankobra 

S. 1. Interpretatio n 

S. 2. Vessels ' lights 

S. 3. Lights of vessels carrying explosives 

S. 4. Custody of floating logs and rafts 

S. 5. Lights on logs and rafts 

S. 6. Moorin g of vessels 

S. 7. Moorin g of logs, etc. 

S. 8. Consequenc e of causing obstruction by logs, etc. 

S. 9. Issu e of licence to moor logs, etc. 

S.10. Condition s or refusal of licence 8 6 

S.11. Duratio n and fee 

S.12. For m of licence to moor logs, etc. 

S.13. Tradin g vessels to bear owners' names 

S.14. Penaltie s 86,8 7 

Traffic and Floating Timber on the Tano and its Tributaries 

Application of regulations as to the Ankobra 

11 



Ofin River Regulations 

S. 1. Titl e 

S. 2. Custod y and securing of logs and rafts 

S. 3. Lights 

S. 4. Mooring 

S. 5. Penalt y 

Pra River Regulations 

S. 1. Titl e 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Permit to float logs down the river 

S. 4. Supervision of floating logs 

S. 5. Lightin g of logs and rafts 

S. 6. Moorin g or anchorage of vessels in the 
fairway of the river 

S. 7. Licence s to moor or anchor logs, etc. 

S. 8. Prohibitio n of mooring or anchorage without 
licence 

S. 9. Penalt y 

The Rivers (Amansuri River) Order, 1955 

L.N.47 

[Amends th e Rivers Ordinance (Cap.226) in Schedule 1 ] 

The Rivers (Safety of Vessels (Amendment) Regulations, 1955 

L.N.344 

[Amends th e Rivers (Safety of Vessels) Regulations, 1950 in 
regulations 10 and 11 and in the Schedule ] 

The Rivers Order, 1956 

L.N.216 

[Amends th e Rivers Ordinance (Cap.226) in Schedule 1 ] 

The Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 196 0 

C.A.8 

An Act to provide for sundry amendments in certain enactments 
consequential upon the enactment of the constitution. 

[The Secon d Schedule amends the Rivers Ordinance (Cap.226) 
in sections 3, 4 and 13(i) and in Schedule 3 ] 
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MINING RIGHTS REGULATION ORDINANCE see page 
Cap.153 
An ordinance to regulate the exercise of mining and 
ancillary rights. 

S. 1. Shor t title and application 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Chie f Inspector of Mines 

S. 4. Inspector s of Mines 6 4 

S. 5.  Power s of Chief Inspector and Inspectors 64,6 5 

S. 6. Responsibl e managers to be appointed. 
Notice of appointment 

S. 7. Concessio n holder to keep certain documents on 
or near concession land 

S. 8. Notic e to be given of commencement and cessation 
of mining operations 

S. 9. Penalt y 

S.10. Applicatio n of Cap.9, Book 1 6 5 
S.11. Regulation s 6 5 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE MINING RIGHTS REGULATION 
ORDINATION, 1951 REVISED 

Mining Rights Regulations, 1954 Revised 

Cap.153 

S. 10. Wate r containing injurious matter 65 
S.125. Drinkin g water 6 5 

S.137. Sanitar y conveniences 65,6 6 

S.201. Pollutio n of underground workings 6 6 

S.202. Responsibilit y for sanitary conditions 6 6 

S.203. Tailing s used for filling 6 6 

S.204. Stagnan t water to be drained off 6 6 

The Mining Rights Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 1957 

No.31 

[Amends th e Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance (Cap. 153) in 
sections 2, 3(ii), 5, 6, 7, 8, ll(i) and the heading to 
Part 3 ] 

The Oil Mining Regulations, 1957 

L.N.221 

S. 1. Titl e 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3.  Measurin g and weighing oil, etc. 

S. 4. Testin g of measuring or weighing appliances 

S. 5.  Keepin g of accounts 

S. 6. License e to furnish plans and records 

S. 7. License e to report discovery of petroleum, minerals, etc. 

13 



S. 8. Reports , etc. to be treated as confidential 

S. 9. Conduc t of operations and maintenance of records, etc. 

S.10. Labellin g and preservation of samples of strata, etc. 

S.11. Directo r of Geological Surveys to have access to 
labelled samples, etc. 

S.12. Distanc e within which boreholes, etc. shall be made 

S.13. Notificatio n of site and commencement of boreholes, etc. 

S.14. Abandonmen t and plugging of boreholes 

S.15. License e to plug boreholes, etc. on expiration, etc. 
of licence 

S.16. Healt h and safety of workers and employees 

S.17. Powe r to inspect works se e page 66 

S.18. License e to conform to good oil-field practice 

S.19. Provisio n of storage tanks, etc. 

S.20. Disposa l of waste oil, salt and refuse 

S.21. License e not to obstruct working of other minerals 

S.22. Revocatio n of mining licence in certain circumstances 

Mining (Amendment) Regulations, 1957 

L.N.222 

[Amends th e Mining Regulations, 1954 (Revised) (Cap.153, Vol.IX) 
by adding regulation 204A ] 

The Togoland (Assimilation of Law) Act, 1958 

No.54 

An Act to make all the law in the northern and southern sections 
of Togoland, other than customary law and the law relating to 
native courts, the same respectively as in the other parts 
of the Regions comprising those sections of Togoland. 

[The Secon d Schedule amends the Mining Rights Regulation 
Ordinance (Cap.153) in sections 1 and 2 ] 

Mining (Amendment) Regulations, 1959 

L.N.28 

[Amends th e Mining Regulations, 1954 (Revised) (Cap.153, Vol.IX) 
in regulation 108(i) ] 

Mining (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations, 1959 

L.N.191 

[Amends th e Mining Regulations, 1954 (Revised) (Cap.153, Vol.IX) 
by adding regulation lllA ] 

The Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 196 0 

C.A.8 

An Act to provide for sundry amendments in certain enactments 
consequential upon the enactment of the constitution 

/"The Second Schedule amends the Mining Rights Regulations 
Ordinance (Cap. 153) in sections 3(i) and 4] 
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Mining Regulations, 1970 

L.I.665 

Part 1  - General Duties of Mine Owners 

Part 2  - Management and Control 

Part 3  - Plans 

Part 4  - Returns from Mines and Works for 
Statistical Purposes 

Part 5  - Protection of the Surface 

S. 44 Wate r containing injurious matter 

Part 6  - Surface Workings 

Part 7  - Shafts and Underground Travelling-
Ways 

Part 8  - Winding, etc. 

Part 9  - Underground Haulage 

Part 10 - Underground - General 

S.138 Pollutio n of Underground Workings 

S.139 Tailing s used for filling 

S.140 Stagnan t water to be drained off 

Part 11 - Ventilation and Dust Prevention 

S.148 Wate r for dust prevention 

S.153 Wate r blast to be installed 

Part 12 - Lighting 

Part 13 - Explosives 

Part 14 - Workmen 

Part 15 - Tributers 

Part 16 - Procedure in case of Accident 

Part 17 - First Aid to the Injured 

S.219 Drinkin g water 

Part 18 - Rescue Apparatus and Rescue Brigades 

Part 19 - Inspection 

Part 20 - Machinery 

Part 21 - Miscellaneous 

S.290 Responsibilit y for sanitary conditions 

Part 22 - Interpretation 

The Mining Rights, Licences and Certificates 
(Imposition of Fees) (Consolidated Amendments) 
Act, 1970 

Act 348 

An Act to provide for the imposition and variation of 
fees in respect of mining rights and licences: and in 
respect of certificates relating to the mining industry 
and to amend certain enactments relating thereto. 

[Amends regulation s made under the Mining Rights 
Regulations Ordinance (Cap.153) in regulations 38, 
44, 86, 130 and 140 ] 

15 

see pag e 

66 

66 

66 



Mining (Amendment) Regulations, 1971 

L.I.689 

[Amends th e Mining Regulations, 1970 (L.I.665) in 
the introductory words, and in regulations 224(iii), 
298 and 299(i) ] 

MOSQUITOES ORDINANCE, 1911 (1951 Revised) 

An ordinance to provide for the destruction of 
mosquitoes 

S. 1. Repeale d by the Local Administration Act, 
1971 (Act 359) 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3.  (l ) Destructio n of mosquito larvae 
(2) Anti-mosquit o measures 

S. 4.  Screenin g of water receptacles 

S. 5. Recover y of cost 

S. 6. Metho d of recovery 

S. 7. Penalt y for refusal to carry out an order 
or for obstruction 

S. 8. Penalt y for breach of Ordinance 

S. 9. Repeale d by the Local Administration Act, 
1971 (Act 359) 

S.10. Regulation s 

S.11. Applicatio n of provisions of this Ordinance 
to vessels 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE MOSQUITOES ORDINANCE (revised 1951) 

Mosquitoes Regulations, 1954 Revised 

Cap.75 

[Describes th e area s t o whic h th e Mosquitoe s Ordinanc e 
has appl icat ion ] 

The Const i tut io n (Consequentia l Provisions ) Act , 196 0 
C.A.8 
An Act to provide for sundry amendments in certain 
enactments consequential upon the enactment of the 
constitution 

[The Secon d Schedule amends the Mosquitoes Ordinance 
(Cap.75) in sections 2 and 10 ] 

The Local Administration Act, 1971 

Act 359 

An Act to make provision for local administration 
and for other purposes connected therewith. 

[The Fift h Schedule (p.54) amends the Mosquitoes 
Ordinance (Cap.75) in sections 2 and 3(i) and 
repeals sections 1 and 9 ] 
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MINING HEALTH AREAS ORDINANCE 

Cap.150 

An Ordinance to make provision relating to the 
health and housing of mine labourers and the general 
sanitation of mining areas. (Amende d by 19 of 
1935, section 3). 

S. 1. Shor t title and application 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Minister may declare Mining Health Areas 

S. 4. Regulation s 

(a) Planning, lay-out, etc. 
(b) Fees 
(c) Housing, feeding, sanitation 
(d) Infectious disease; sewage 
(e) Inspection of premises 
(f) Medical attendance 
(g) Medical examination 
(h) Nuisances 
(i) Penalties 
(j) Powers and duties of officers 
(k) Registratio n of sickness and death 
(1) Water 
(m) Sanitary control 

S. 5. Saving of orders made under section 3 as applied 
to Ashanti by Cap.110 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE MINING HEALTH AREAS ORDINANCE 

Mining Health Areas Orders, 1954 Revised 

Cap.150 

Section 3 - Orders 

[Lists area s declared to be Mining Health Areas giving 
a description of the area of each ] 

Section 4 - Regulations 

S. 1. Titl e and application 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Medica l examination of labourers schedule 

S. 4. Inspection of registers 

S. 5. Inoculation against pneumonia 

S. 6. Sanitar y Labour 

S. 7. Latrines , incinerators and dustbins 

S. 8. Inspectio n of latrines 

S. 9. Us e of disinfectant in latrines 

S.10. Separatio n o f latrine s for males and females 

S.11. Disinfectio n of latrine buckets and 
sanitary carts 

S.12. Disinfectio n of skip 

S.13. Wate r supply 

S.14. Residentia l area 

S.15. Villag e Master 

S.16. Infectiou s Diseases 
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S.17. Prohibitio n of swine 

S.18. Par t application of Regulations No.l4 of 1928 
to Mining Health Areas (Cap.86) 

S.19. Plan s of mine villages 

S.20. Approva l of plans 

S.21. Buildin g Sites 

S.22. Street s and Lanes 

S.23. Permi t required for new building or structural 
alteration of building 

S.24 Dutie s of Manager 

S.24 (3 ) Dangerous buildings 

S.25. Refuse , sewage and waste se e page 68 

S.26. Room s 

S.27. Medica l Officer 

S.28. Power s of Medical Officers with respect to 
Mosquito destruction 

S.29. Abatemen t of Nuisance 

S.30. Hospita l 

S.31. Plan s of Hospital 

S.32. Dispensar y 

S.33. Inspectin g Officer 

S.34. Appea l of Manager 

S.35. Inspectio n 

S.36. Offence s 

Mining Areas declared under Regulation 2 of the 
Mining Health Areas Regulations 

[Lists area s declared to be Mining Health Areas 
giving a description of the area of each ] 

The Mining Health Area (Edubia) Order, 1956 

L.N.233 

Schedule - Edubia Mining Health Area 

The Taquah and Aboss Mines Limited Mining Area 
(Revocation) Order, 1960 

E.I.38 

[Revokes th e Taquah and Aboss Mines Limited Mining 
Area Order (1954 ] 

FORESTS ORDINANCE, 1929 (1951 Revised) 

Cap.157 

An Ordinance for the protection of forests and for the 
constitution and protection of forest reserves 

S. 1. Shor t title and application 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Appointment of Forest Officers 
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S. 4. Power to constitute Forest Reserves 

S. 5. Notification of intention to create a Forest 
Reserve; and appointment of Reserve Settlement 
Commissioner 

S. 6. Restrictio n on acquisition of rights during 
interim period 

S. 7. Notic e of enquiry 

S. 8. Powe r to make bye-laws before beginning of enquiry 
and consequent stay of proceedings 

S. 9. Enquir y 

S. 9A. Survey of land in dispute . [ inserted b y the Forests 
(Amendment) Act, 195 4 Revised (Gap. 157)] 

S.10. Reserv e Settlement Commissioner to be a court 

S.11. Specia l power to exclude land from proposed 
Forest Reserve 

S.12. Commutatio n of Rights 

S.13. Restriction s on payment of compensation 

S.14. Extinctio n of rights 

S.15. Judgemen t on completion of enquiry 

S.16. Appea l from judgement of Reserve Settlement Commissioner 

S.17. Orde r constituting Forest Reserve 

S.18. (i ) Ownership of land within Forest Reserve 
(ii) Method of management of Forest Reserve 
(iii) Option as to method of management 
(iv) Fetish trees and groves 

S.19. Transfe r of rights in a Forest Reserve 

S.20. Powe r to declare forest no longer reserved 

S.21. Powe r to District Commissioner to stop ways and water-
courses in a Forest Reserve 

[Sections 2 2 to 33 are repealed by the Forest Protection 
Decree, 197 4 (N.R.C.D. 243] 

S.34 Specia l provisions relating to Forest Reserves 
constituted by bye-laws 

S.35. Regulation s 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE FORESTS ORDINANCE, 1929 (1951 Revised) 

Forests, 1954 Revised 

Cap.157 

Forests (Worobong Reserve) Order 

Forests (Ankasa River Reserve, Main Block) Order 

Forests (Tonton Reserve) Order 

Forests (Auro River Reserve) Order 

Forests (Prah Suhien Block II (C) Reserve) Order 

Forests (Pra-Anum Reserve) Order 

Forests (Yenku Reserve Block A) Order 

Forests (Kpandu Plantation Reserve) Order 

Forests (Saboro Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Mamang River Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Nkawanda Forest Reserve) Order 
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Forests (Esen-Epam Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Brimsu Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Red Volta East Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Gambaga Scarp East Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Abisu Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Bura River Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Pra-Birim Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Mamang River Blocks A and B Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Minta Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Neung Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order 

Forests (Birim Extension Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Esen-Epam West Block I Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Esen-Epam West Block II Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Inchaban Waterworks Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Sumtwitwi Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Abutia Hills Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Auro River Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Kabakaba Hills Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Supong Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Kwahu Portion) Order 

Forests (Yendi Town Plantation Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Klemu Headwaters Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Nyokoko Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Zawse Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Upper Wassaw Forest Reserve Block A) Order 

Forests (Kpandu Range Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve Tempere Section) Order 

Forests (Draw River Forest Reserve Blocks A and B) Order 

Forests (Ho Hill Station Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Apepesu Forest Reserve) Order 

Forests (Amendment) Act, 1954 

Gap.157 (Supplement 1952-1954) 

S. 1. Dat e of commencement. Shor t title 

S. 2. Amendmen t of section 2 of the principal Ordinance 

S. 3.  Amendmen t of section 9 of the principal Ordinance 

S. 4.  Insertio n of new section 9A in the principal Ordinance 

S. 5.  Amendmen t of section 16 of the principal Ordinance 

S. 6. Transitiona l provisions 

Forests (Apepesu Forest Reserve) (Amendment) Order, 1955 

L.N.16 

[Amends th e Forests (Apepesu Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 (L.N.447) 
by replacing the Third Schedule ] 
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Forests (Bemu River Block II Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 

L.N.137 

Forests (Abasumba and Opimbo Blocks I and II Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 

L.N.157 

Forests (Ben (West Block) Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 

L.N.234 

Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve Oprana Section) Order, 1955 

L.N.277 

Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 

L.N.283 

Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve Oprana Section) Order, 1955 

L.N.293 

[Corrects th e Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve Oprana Section) 
Order, 1955 (L.N.277; in the First Schedule ] 

Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 

L.N.309 

[Corrects th e Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 

(L.N.283)] 

Forests (Atewa Range Extension Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 

L.N.356 

Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) (Amendment) Order, 1955 

L.N.357 

[Amends th e Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 
(L.N.309) in the First and Second Schedules ] 

Forests (Ndumfri Forest Reserve) Order, 1955 

L.N.37O 

Forests (Ben (East Block) Forest Reserve) Order, 1956 

L.N.22 

Forests (Tankwiddi East Forest Reserve) Order, 1956 

L.N.101 

Forests (Subim Forest Reserve) Order, 1956 

L.N.126 

Forests (Ankasa River Forest Reserve Block A) Order, 1956 

L.N.239 
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Forests (Draw River Forest Reserve Block C) Order, 1956 

L.N.255 

Forests (Red Volta West Forest Reserve) Order, 1956 

L.N.282 

Forests (Tamale Waterworks Forest Reserve) Order, 1956 

L.N.289 

Forests (Tamale Fuelwood Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1956 

L.N.29O 

Forests (Lawra Forest Station Forest Reserve) Order, 1956 

L.N.291 

Forests (Amendment) Act, 1957 

No.10 

[Amends th e Forests Ordinance (Cap.157) in section 34 by 
adding subsection (6) ] 

Forests (Birim Forest Reserve, Akim-Kotoku Portion) Order, 1957 

L.N.42 

Forests (Afram Dawa Forest Reserve) Order, 1957 

L.N.202 

Forests (Proposed Gambaga Scarp West Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1957 

L.N.223 

Forests (Kulupene Forest Reserve) Order, 1957 

L.N.235 

Forests (Morago East Forest Reserve) Order, 1957 

L.N.241 

Forests (Chai River Reserve) Order, 1957 

L.N.246 

Forests (Desiri Forest Reserve) Order, 1957 

L.N.1 o f 1958 

Forests (Pra-Suhien Block 1 Forest Reserve) Order, 1958 

L.N.64 

Suhuma Forest Reserve Order, 1958 

L.N.65 

Forests (Bediako Forest Reserve) Order, 1958 

L.N.104 
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Forests (Chai River Reserve) (Amendment) Order, 1958 

L.N.136 

[Amends th e Forests (Chai River Reserve) Order, 1957 (L.N.246) 
in the First Schedule ] 

Forests (Fees for Silvicultura Work ) Regulations, 1958 

L.N.176 

Forests (Aboben Forest Reserve) Order, 1958 

L.N.240 

Forests (Yongwa Forest Reserve) Order, 1958 

L.N.241 

Forests (Pra-Anum Reserve Variation of Boundaries) Order, 1958 

L.N.248 

Forests (Pesiri Forest Reserve) (Amendment) Order, 1958 

L.N.266 

[Amends th e Forests (Desiri Forest Reserve) Order, 1957 (L.N.I of 1958) 
in the First, Third and Fourth Schedules ] 

Forests (Afram Bukunaw Shelterbelt Forest Reserve) Order, 1958 

L.N.294 

Forests (Bombi Forest Reserve) Order, 1958 

L.N.324 

Forests (Sege Stream Fuelwood Forest Reserve) Order, 1959 

L.N.285 

Forests (Opon Mansi Forest Reserve) Order, 1959 

L.N.332 

Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960 

C.A.8 

An Act to provide for sundry amendments in certain enactments 
consequential upon the enactment of the Constitution 

[The Secon d Schedule amends the Forests Ordinance, 1929 (1951 Revised) 
(Cap.157) in sections 3, 4, 4(4), 5(2), 12(2), 17(l)(2), 18(3) , 20, 
34(1)(2)(3)(5)(6), 35(1) ] 

Forests (Pede Forest Reserve) Order, 1960 

E.I.24 

Forests (Bemu River Forest Reserve Block III) Order, 1960 

E.I.217 
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Forests (Afram-Mankrong Forest Reserve) Order, 196 0 se e page 58 

E.I.240 

Forests (Kworni Forest Reserve) Order, 1960 

E.I. 241 

Forests (Afia Shelterbelt Forest Reserve) (Block I) Order, 196 0 5 8 

E.I.242 

Forests (Southern Scarp Forest Reserve) (Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order, 1961 58 

E.I.243 

Forests (Zawse Hills Forest Reserve) Order, 1960 

E.I.244 

Forests (Owabi Waterworks Forest Reserve) Order, 1961 

E.I.1 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) (No.l) Instrument, 1961 

E.I.28 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) (No.2) Instrument, 1961 

E.I.29 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) (No.3) Instrument, 1961 

E.I.30 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) (No.4) Instrument, 1961 

E.I.31 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) (No.5) Instrument, 1961 

E.I.32 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) (No.6) Instrument, 1961 

E.I.33 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) (No.7) Instrument, 1961 

E.I.31 

Forest Reserve (Appointment) (No.8) Instrument, 1961 

E.I.35 

Forests (Volta River Forest Reserve Block I) Order, 1961 

E.I.91 

Forests (Bonsa Ben Forest Reserve) Order, 1962 

E.I.42 
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Bemu River Forest Reserve (Block I) Order, 1963 se e page 

E.I.31 

Bemu River Forest Reserve (Block I) (Amendment) Order, 1963 

E.I.138 

[Amends th e Bemu River Forest Reserve (Block I) Order, 1963 (E.I.31) 
in the First Schedule ] 

Forests (Dede Forest Reserve) (Amendment) Order, 1964 

E.I.38 

[Revokes par t of the Forests (Dede Forest Reserve) Order, 196 0 (E.I.24) ] 

Forests (Ho Hill Station Forest Reserve) (Amendment) Order, 1964 

E.I.75 
[Revokes par t of the Forests (Ho Hill Station Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 

(L.N.429)] 

Forests (Afram Dawa Forest Reserve) (Amendment) Order, 1964 

E.I.85 

[Revokes par t of the Forests (Afram Dawa Forest Reserve) Order, 1957 
(L.N.202)] 

Forests (Green Belt Forest Reserve) Order, 1969 

E.I.29 

Forests (Mumford Firewood Plantation Forest) (Amendment) Order, 1971 

E.I.44 

Yakombo Forest (Reserve Commissioner) Apointment Instrument, 1973 

E.I.18 

Forests Reserves (Revocation) Order, 1976 

E.I.86 

S. 1. Directio n of lands to cease to be forest reserves 

S. 2. /"Revoke s the following Orders: 

Forests (Ankasa River Reserve, Main Block) Order, 1936 (No.42) 
Forests (Ankasa River Forest Reserve Block B) Order, 1955 (L.N.276) 
Forests (Ankasa River Forest Reserve Block A) Order (L.N.239) ] 

MINERALS ORDINANCE, 1936 (Revised 1951) 

Cap.155 

An ordinance to regulate the right to search for, 
mine, and work minerals, and for other purposes 
relating thereto. 

Part 1 - Preliminary 

S. 1. Shor t title and application 
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S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3.  Contro l of minerals and water 

(2) Repealed by the Minerals Act, 1962 (Act 126) 

S. 4.  Savin g as to the taking of certain minerals 
by natives 

S. 5. Prohibitio n of underground mining except under 
licence 

S. 6. Ordinanc e not to apply to coal and mineral oils 

S. 7. Ministe r may close areas to prospecting 

S. 8. Land s on which prospecting and mining not permitted 
under a licence or right except when consent 
obtained 

S. 9. Chie f Inspector of Mines 

S.10. Inspector s of Mines 

S.11. Powe r of Officers 

S.12. N o action lies against Officers for action done in 
the execution of their duties 

S.13. Royaltie s 

S.l4. Applicatio n of fees, rents and royalties 

Part 2 - Prospecting 

S.15. Whe n prospecting lawful 

S.16. Applicatio n for prospecting right 

S.17. Prospectin g right 

S.18. Prospectin g right privileges 

S.19. Penalt y for giving false information 

S.20. Exclusiv e prospecting licences 

S.21. Penalt y for giving false information 

S.22. Notic e to be given to owners and occupiers of land 

S.23. Right s under an exclusive prospecting licence 

S.24. Transfe r of rights under licence prohibited 

S.25. Amalgamatio n of prospecting licence areas 

S.26. Disposa l of minerals obtained in prospecting 

S.27. Obligatio n of the holder of exclusive prospecting 
licence 

S.28. Record s of prospecting operations 

S.29. Repeale d by the Minerals Act, 1962 (Act 126) 

S.30. Revocatio n of prospecting right or exclusive 
prospecting licence 

Part 3 - Mining 

S.31. Mining , when lawful 

S.32. Th e grant of a mining lease to holder of prospecting 
right or licence 

S.33. Applicatio n for leases 

S.34. Grant s of leases in general 

S.35. Applican t to show sufficient capital 

S.36. Givin g false information 

S.37. Duratio n of lease 

26 

see page 

68 

68,69 

69 

69 

69 

69 

69,70 



see page 
S.38. Renewa l of lease 

S.39. Surrende r of lease 

S.40. N o transfer of lease without consent 

S.41. Classificatio n of leases 

S.42. Amalgamatio n of leases 

S.43. Specia l mining lease 

S.44. Right s under a mining or special mining lease 

S.45. Repeale d by the Minerals Act, 1962 (Act 126) 

S.46. Minin g under towns and villages, etc. 

S.47. Righ t to cut trees 

S.48. Repeale d by the Minerals Act, 1962 (Act 126) 

S.49. Ground s for forfeiture of lease 

S.50. Penalt y for non-payment of rent 

S.51. Rents , how recoverable 

S.52. Pollutio n of water prohibited 7
0 

S.53. Alteration s in water supply prohibited 7
0 

S.54. Preventio n of continuance or recurrence of offence 7
0 

S.55. Repeale d by the Minerals Act, 1962 (Act 126) 

S.56. (i ) Provisional permission to use water 7
0 (ii) Provisional Water Rights 

S.57. Surrende r of water rights 

S.58. Power s of Minister as regards overflow 7 0 

S.59. Powe r to revoke licence 7 0 

S.60. Penalt y for giving false information 7 1 

S.61. Treatmen t of tailings 7 1 

S.62. Treatmen t of tailings after determination of lease 

S.63. Owne r may remove 

S.64. Registratio n of leases, etc. 

S.65. Subterranea n limits 

S.66. Surveyor s 

S.67. Overlappin g areas 

Part 4 - Possession and Purchase of Minerals 

S.68. Mineral s to which this part applies 

S.69. Possessio n of minerals 

S.70. Purchas e of minerals 

S.71. Licenc e to purchase minerals 

S.72. Restrictio n on sale 

S.73. Dut y of licensee 

S.74. Keepin g of books 

S.75. Penaltie s 7 1 

Part 5 - Miscellaneous 

S.76. Powe r of President in respect of land subject to 
mining lease 
(As amended by the Constitution (Consequential Provisions) 
Act, 1960 (C.A.8)) 

S.77. Subsequen t grant and rights 

S.78. Powe r to remove materials 
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S.79. Governmen t Officers prohibited from acquiring rights 

S.80. Saltin g 

S.81. Penalt y for injuring boundary marks 

S.82. Obstructin g officer 

S.83. Penalt y for interfering with mining 

S.84 Genera l penalty 

S.85. Powe r of Governor to make regulations 

S.86. Repeale d by the Minerals Act, 1962 (Act 126) 

S.87. Mineral s Regulations, 1937 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE MINERALS ORDINANCE, 1951 (Revised) 

Minerals (Northern Territories) Regulations, 1954 Revised 

Gap.155 

Part 1 - Prospecting Rights 

S. 1. Titl e 

S. 2. Definition s 

S. 3 . (i ) Application for prospecting right 
(ii) Form of prospecting right 

S. 4.  Copie s of prospecting rights to be forwarded by the 
Chief Inspector of Mines 

S. 5. Copie s of consents and conditions imposed to be sent 
to Commissioner of Lands 

Part 2 - Exclusive Prospecting Licences 

S. 6. (i ) Application for exclusive prospecting licence 
(ii) Copies of application to be forwarded and 

notice published 
(iii) Form of exclusive prospecting licence 
(iv) Exclusive prospecting licence to be registered 

S. 7. Holde r to comply with conditions in exclusive 
prospecting licence 

S. 8. Renewa l of exclusive prospecting licence 

S. 9. Transfe r of exclusive prospecting licence 

S.10. Surrende r of exclusive prospecting licence 

S.11. Demarcatio n and maintenance of boundaries 

S.12. Applicatio n and Authority to remove, retain and 
dispose of minerals 

S.13. Return s of minerals obtained in course of prospecting 
operations to be made 

S.14 Notic e of suspension or revocation to be published 

Part 3 - Mining Leases 

S.15. (i ) Application for mining lease 
(ii) Copies of application to be forwarded and notice 

published 
(iii) Applicant to be notified of terms on which mining 

lease will be granted 
(iv) Fees and costs where Government Surveyor available 
(v) Fees and costs where no Government Surveyor available 
(vi) Form of mining lease 
(vii) Mining lease to be stamped 

S.16. Minin g Rent 
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S.17. (i ) Notice of intention to exercise rights under 
section 45(1) of Cap.155 to be given to 
Commissioner of Lands 

(ii) Surface rent payable annually in advance 

S.18. Covenant s in a mining lease 

S.19. Boundarie s to be maintained 

S.20. Lesse e not to remove or sell earth, clay, etc. 

S.21. Lesse e when absent to appoint attorney 

S.22. Lesse e to appoint a person to be in charge of 
mining operations 

S.23. Notic e of commencement or cessation of mining operations 

S.24. Renewa l of mining lease 

S.25. Surrende r of mining lease 

S.26. (i ) Transfer, mortgage or under-lease of mining lease 
(ii) Draft instrument to be lodged 

(iii) Instrument to be endorsed 
(iv) Instrument to be stamped and registered 
(v) Notice of transfer to be published 

S.27. Applicatio n for consent under section 46 of Cap.155 

S.28. Conservato r of Forests to notify restrictions, 
limitations, etc., prescribed under section 47 of Cap.155 

S.29. Determinatio n of mining lease and payment of penal rent 
under section 49 of Cap.155 

Part 4 - Water Rights 

S.30. (i ) Application for water right 
(ii) Fees and rents to be paid before the issue of water 

right 
(iii) Form of water right 

S.31. (i ) Provisional water right 
(ii) Termination of provisional water right to be published 

S.32. (i ) Transfer of water right 
(ii) Instrument of assignment to be registered 

S.33. (i ) Surrender of water right 
(ii) Form of instrument 

(iii) Instrument to be registered and notice published 
(iv) Date of surrender 

S.34. Notic e of revocation of a Water Right 

Part 5 - General 

S.35. For m of licence to conduct mining operations underground 

S.36. For m of permit under section 13 of Cap.155 

S.37. For m of licence to buy minerals 

S.38. Surve y fees 

S.39. Proo f of execution of instrument 

S.40. (i ) Registration 
(ii) Details of registration 

(iii) Certificate to be placed on instruments registered 

S.4l. Effec t of registration 

S.42. Fee s 

S.43. Stampin g of instruments under Cap.l68 

S.44. Enquirie s as to entries in registers 

Part 6 - Workmen 

S.45. (i ) Record of employees to be kept 
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(ii) Employment of women and boys see page 

Part 7 - Royalties 

S.46. Royalt y on minerals obtained in course of prospecting 

S.47. Certificat e of amount due to be admitted without proof 

First Schedule: 
Form A - Application for a Prospecting Right 

B - Undertaking or Bond 
G - Prospecting Right 
D - Application for an Exclusive Prospecting Licence 
E - Notice to a Government Agent and to owners and 

occupiers 
F - Exclusive Prospecting Licence 
G - Application for Authority to Remove, Retain and 

Dispose of Minerals 
H - Authority to Remove, Retain and Dispose of Minerals 

obtained in the course of Prospecting Operations 
I - Particulars to be furnished by an intending Lessee, 

Underlessee, Mortgagee or Transferee 
J - Mining Lease 
K - Consent to Occupy or Mine on or under Land occupied 

by Towns, Villages or Public Buildings or used 
for Sacred or Public Purposes 

L - Application for a Water Right 71,7 2 
M - Water Right 7 2 
N 
0 - Mining Licence 
P - Permit exempting samples of Minerals from liability 

to Royalties 
Q - Licence to buy Minerals 
E - Certificate of Registration 

Second Schedule: 

Fees 

The Togoland (Assimilation of Law) Act, 1958 

No.54 

An Act to make all the law in the Northern and Southern Sections 
of Togoland, other than customary law and the law relating to native 
courts, the same respectively as in the other parts of the Regions 
compromising those Sections of Togoland. 

The Second Schedule amends The Minerals Ordinance (Cap.155) in 
sections 1,3, 4 an d 9. 

The Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960 

C.A. 8 

An Act to provide for sundry amendments in certain enactments 
consequential upon the enactment of the constitution. 

The Second Schedule amends The Minerals Ordinance (Cap.155) in 
sections 9 and 10, subsection (i) of section 76, sections 77 and 78. 

The Mining Rights, Licences and Certificates (imposition of Fees) 
(Consolidated Amendments) Act, 1970 

Act 348 

An Act to provide for the imposition and variation of fees in 
respect of mining rights and licences; and in respect of certificates, 
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relating to the mining industry and to amend certain enactments s e e page 

relating thereto. 

2. Amend s the Minerals Ordinance (Cap.155) in subsection (7) of 
section 20. 

RADIO-ACTIVE MINERALS ORDINANCE, 1946 (revised 1951) 

Cap.151 

An Ordinance to regulate and control prospecting and mining for radio-active 
minerals and the export thereof and for purposes connected therewith. 

S. 1. Shor t title 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Prospecting and mining restricted; Cap.136; Cap.155 

S. 4 . Discover y to be notified 
S. 5. Holder of licence to report his operations 

S. 6. Expor t restricted 7 2 

S. 7. Gran t of licence or permit discretionary 7 2 

S. 8. For m of licence and permit 

S. 9. Offence s 72,7 3 

S.10. Power s of examination 7 3 

S.11. Powe r of Governor to vary Schedule 7 3 

S.12. Savin g 7 3 

S.13. Regulation s 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE RADIO-ACTIVE MINERALS ORDINANCE, 1951 revised 

The Togoland (Assimilation of Law) Act, 1958 

No.54 

An Act to make all the law in the Northern and Southern Sections of 
Togoland, other than customary law and the law relating to native courts, the 
same respectively as in the other parts of the Regions comprising those 
Sections of Togoland. 

The Second Schedule amends the Radio-active Minerals Ordinance (Cap.151) 
in section 2. 

The Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960 

C.A.8 

An Act to provide for sundry amendments in certain enactments consequential 
upon the enactment of the Constitution. 

The Second Schedule amends the Radio-active Minerals Ordinance (Cap.151) 
in sections 3, 6, 7, 8, 9(2), 11 and 13. 

LAND PLANNING AND SOIL CONSERVATION ORDINANCE, 1953 

No.32 

An Ordinance to provide for the better utilisation of land in designated areas 
by land planning and soil conservation and for the establishment of committees 
for purposes incidental thereto. 

[As amende d by the Land Planning and Soil Conservation (Amendment) Act, l957, 
No.35] 
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S. 1. Shor t title and application 

S. 2. Interpretatio n 

S. 3. Declaratio n of areas in designated area to be planning areas 

S. 4.  Establishmen t of planning committees 

S. 5.  Incorporatio n of planning committees 

S. 6. Appointmen t of officers of the planning committees 

S. 7. Powe r of planning committee to enter upon land and construct 
and maintain works 

S. 7A. Committee may promote other land use 

S. 7B. Additional powers of committees 

[Sections 7 A and 7B were added by the Land Planning and Soil Conservation 
(Amendment) Act, 1957, No.35 ] 

S. 8. Establishmen t of coordinating committee 

S. 9.  Power s of coordinating committee to enter upon land 

S.10. Paymen t by owner or occupier for works done at his request 

S.11. Powe r to make regulations 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE LAND PLANNING AND SOIL CONSERVATION ORDINANCE, 1953 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation (Amendment) Act, 1957 

No.35 

S. 1. Shor t title and interpretation 

S. 2. Amendmen t of long title of No.32 of 1953 

S. 3. Amendmen t of Section 2 of No.32 of 1953 

S. 4.  Replacemen t of Section 4 , (2)(b) of No.32 of 1953 

S. 5. Amendmen t of Section 7 (l) of No.32 of 1953 

S. 6. Addition s of new Sections 7A and 7B 

The Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960 

C.A.8 

An Act to provide for sundry amendments in certain enactments 
consequential upon the enactment of the Constitution. 

[Amends th e Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, 
(No.32) in Sections 1, 7(1) and 11] 

Ministers' Functions Instrument, 1971 

L.I.707 

...S. 2. Amend s Section 2 of the principal Act 

...S. 8. Establishmen t of coordinating committees 

S. 9. Power s of coordinating committee to enter upon land 

S.10. Paymen t by owner or occupier for works done at his request 

S.11. Powe r to make regulations 

S.12. Exemptio n from liability 

see page 

76 

76 

76 

76,77 
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WILD ANIMALS PRESERVATION ACT. 1961 

Act 43 

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to wild animals, 
birds and fish and to continue the observance of the Convention 
signed at London on the nineteenth day of May, 1900. 

S. 1. Appointmen t of honorary Game Officers. No.1 0 of 1952, S.2 

S. 2. Permi t for collection of specimens. No. 2 of 1901, S.5 

S. 3. Powe r to vary Schedules. No. 2 of 1901, S.6; No.21 of 1915, S.5; 
No.30 of 1935, S.2 

S. 4. Restrictions on export and import of trophies. No. 2 of 1901, S.7; 
No.3 of 1939, S.4 

S. 5. Markin g of trophies. No. 2 of 1901, S.8; No.3 of 1939, S.4 

S. 6. Prohibitio n of hunting by motor vehicle or aircraft. No. 2 of 1901, 
S.9; No.3 of 1939, S.4 

S. 7. Surroundin g animals by fires prohibited. No. 2 of 1901, S.10; 
No.3 of 1939, S.4 

S. 8. Powe r to arrest without warrant. No.1 0 of 1952, S.4 

S. 9. Indemnit y for acts done in good faith. No.1 0 or 1952, S.4 

S.10. Governmen t trophies 

S.11. Regulations . No. 2 of 1901, S.3; No.10 of 1952, S.3; No.3 of 1939, 
S.3; No.23 of 1926, S.2; No.10 of 1907, S.2; No.18 of 1911, S.2; 
No.21 of 1915, S.2 

S.12. Interpretation . No. 2 of 1901, S.2; No.3 of 1939, S.2 

S.13. Repeal s 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER WILD ANIMALS PRESERVATION ACT, 1961 

Wildlife Conservation Regulations, 1971 

L.I.685 

Part I - Restrictions on Hunting, etc 

S. 1. Animal s wholly protected 

S. 2. Animal s partly protected 

S. 3. Animals protected in close season 

S. 4. Prohibited methods of hunting 

S. 5. Offence s 

Part II - Game Licences 

S. 6. Prohibitio n of hunting without licence 

S. 7. Applicatio n for game licence 

S. 8. For m and validity of game licence 

S. 9. Discretio n to grant licence 

Part III - Game and Trophy Export Permits 

S.10. Applicatio n of Part III 

S.11. Prohibitio n of exporting without permit 

S.12. Applicatio n for game and trophy export permit 

S.13. For m and validity of permit 

S.14. Discretio n to grant permit 
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Part IV - General 

S.15. Forfeitur e of illegal equipment and apparatus 

S.16. Exemptio n for Game Officers 

S.17. Killin g in defense of person 

S.18. Amendmen t of Schedules to the Act 

S.19. Revocation s 

Wildlife Reserves Regulations, 1971 

L.I.710 

S. 1. Establishmen t of Reserves 

S. 2. Entr y to be authorised 

S. 3.  Protectio n of animal and plant life 

S. 4.  Protectio n of amenities 

S. 5. Offence s 

S. 6. Interpretatio n 

S. 7.  Revocatio n 

Wildlife Conservation (Amendment) Regulations, 1974 

L.I.961 

S. 1. Gam e licence fee increased 

S. 2. Commencemen t 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) Regulations, 1975 

L.I.1022 

S. 1. Establishmen t of Reserves 

S. 2. Boundar y descriptions 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) Regulations, 1976 

L.I.1084 

S. 1. [Amend s th e Wildlife Reserves Regulations, 1971, L.I.710 ] 

S. 2. Amend s the Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) Regulations, 1974 
(L.I.881) by revoking regulation 2 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) (Declaration of Game Reserves) 
Regulations, 1976 

L.I.1085 

S. 1. Establishmen t of Reserves 

S. 2. Boundar y description 

S. 3.  Commencemen t 

Wildlife Reserves (Amendment) Regulations, 1977 

L.I.1105 

S. 1. [Amend s th e Wildlife Reserves Regulations, 1971, L.I.710 ] 
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S. 2. Revocatio n 

VOLTA RIVER DEVELOPMENT ACT, 1961 

Act 46 

An Act to provide for the establishment of an Authority charged 
with the duties of generating electricity by means of the water power 
of the river Volta, and by other means, and of supplying electricity 
through a transmission system; for the construction of a dam and 
power station near Akosombo, and for the creation of a lake by the 
damming of the river; for giving the Authority power to administer 
certain lands liable to be inundated and lands adjacent thereto, 
and for dealing with the resettlement of people living in the lands 
to be inundated; for charging the Authority with certain incidental 
responsibilities; and for purposes connected with the matters 
aforesaid. 

S. 1. Establishmen t of the Authority 8 7 

S. 2. Statu s of the Authority 87,8 8 

S. 3. Constitution of the Authority 

S. 4 . Membe r of the Authority 
S. 5. Chie f Executive 

S. 6. Resignatio n and re-appointment of members 

S. 7. Proceeding s of the Authority 

S. 8. Employee s of the Authority 

S. 9. Authorit y to institute training programme 

S.10. Primar y functions of the Authority 8 8 

S.11. Flo w of water and flooding 8 8 

S.12. Power s in relation to transmission system 8 8 

S.13. Healt h safeguards 8 8 

S.14. Authorit y to have local government functions and 
planning powers over Akosombo township and lakeside 
area 88,8

9 
S.15. Additiona l powers 8 9 
S.16. Researc h and records 

S.17. Incidenta l powers 8 9 
S.18. Authorit y to co-operate with other public authorities 

S.19. Statutor y powers to be exercised consistently with this Act 8 9 
S.20. Direction s to the Authority 8 9 
S.21. Authorit y to aim at making profit 

S.22. Borrowin g powers 

S.23. Investmen t by the Republic 

S.24. Exemptio n from income tax 

S.25. Governmen t to reimburse Authority for certain measures 

S.26. Account s and audit 

S.27. Fillin g of the lake and acquisition of land 8 9 
S.28. Compensatio n 

S.29. Resettlemen t measures 8 9 
S.30. Defrayin g expenses incurred under this part 

S.31. Guarantee s 
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S.32. Annua l Report 

S.33. Powe r to make regulations 

S.34. Protectio n of officers 

S.35. Interpretatio n 

S.36. Commencemen t 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE VOLTA RIVER DEVELOPMENT ACT 

Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Commencement) Instrument, 1961 

L.I.162 

The Volta River Development (Amendment) Act, 1962 

Act 95 

S. 1. Amendmen t of section 6 of Act 46 

S. 2. Amendmen t of section 23 of the principal Act 

S. 3.  Amendmen t of section 26 of the principal Act 

Volta River Project (Supplementary Provisions) Act, 1962 

Act 96 

An Act to exampt certain agreements relating to the Volta 
River Project from the provisions of sections 5 and 6 of the 
Contracts Act, 1960 (Act 25) and to provide for certain financial 
matters connected with the Project. 

S. 1. Section s 5 and 6 of Act 25 not to apply to certain agreements 

S. 2. Financia l agreements 

S. 3.  Validit y of certain agreements 

S. 4.  Interpretatio n 

Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Amendment) Decree, 1967 

N.L.C.D.211 

S. 1. Sectio n 10 of the Volta Development Act, 1961 (Act 46) 
amended 

S. 2. Sectio n 27 of principal enactment amended 

S. 3.  Sectio n 28 of principal enactment replaced 

S. 4.  [Repeal s subsectio n (2) of section 29 of the principal Act] 

Volta River Authority (Transmission Line Protection) Regulations, 1967 

L.I.542 

Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Amendment) Decree, 1968 

N.L.C.D.268 

S. 1. [Amend s th e Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Act 46) 
in section 3 (i) ] 

36 

see pag e 

90 



S. 2. [Amend s th e Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Act 46) 
in section 5] 

S. 3. Transitional provision 

The Volta River Development (Amendment) Act, 1970 

Act 338 

S. 1. [Amend s th e Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Act 46) 
in section 3] 

S. 2. [Paragrap h 1  of the Volta River Development Act, 1961 
(Amendment) Decree, 1968, N.L.C.D.268 is repealed ] 

MINERALS ACT, 1962 

Act No.126 

An Act to provide for the vesting of the ownership and control of 
minerals throughout Ghana in the President on behalf of the 
Republic of Ghana in trust for the people of Ghana, to enable the 
President to issue prospecting, mining, dredging and water licences, 
to repeal the Mineral Oil Pre-emption Ordinance (Cap.154 ) and certain 
provisions of the Minerals Ordinance (Cap. 155) and of the Tema Town 
and Port (Acquisition of Land) Ordinance, 1952 (No.38) and to provide 
for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

S. 1. Minerals , etc. to be vested in President 

S. 2. Presiden t to grant mining licences, etc. 

S. 2A. Licence to prevail in cases of conflict 
[This sectio n was added by the Minerals Act and Regulations 

(Amendment) Decree, 1969 , N.L.C.D.344 ] 

S. 3. Rents and compensation 

S. 4. Account to which revenue paid, etc. 

S. 5. Government's right of pre-emption of minerals, etc 
[This sectio n was amended by the Minerals Act and Regulations 

(Amendment) Decree, 1968, N.L.C.D.308 ] 

S. 6. Pric e to be paid on pre-emption 

S. 7. Righ t of pre-emption to extend to minerals, etc., already sold 

S. 8. Obstructio n of exercise of right of pre-emption 

S. 9. Furnishin g of information and documents 

S. 9A. Exploitation of minerals without lawful authority. 
Added by Act 296 

S.10. Offence s by bodies of persons 

S.11. Regulation s 

S.12. Interpretatio n 

S.13. Repeal s 

[Minerals Ordinance , 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.l55t 
sections 3(i), 29, 45, 48, 5 5 and 86] 

Provided that any statutory instrument made under those 
provisions and in force immediately before the commencement of this 
Act, shall, until such instrument is altered, revoked or otherwise 
modified under this Act, continue in force as if such instrument 
had been made under this Act. 
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SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE MINERALS ACT, 1962 see page 

The Minerals Regulations, 1962 

L.I.231 

S. 1. Application s for mining licences, etc. 

S. 2. Publicatio n of notice of application 

S. 3.  Ministe r may establish Board to consider applications 
and report 

S. 4.  Publicatio n of decisions and consents 

S. 5. Renewa l of licences to prospect minerals 

S. 6. Restriction s on grant and transfer of licences to 
prospect minerals 

S. 7. Restriction s on mortgages, sub-demises, etc. of licences 

S. 8. Dut y of holder of prospecting licence to report to Minister 

S. 9. Terminatio n of prospecting licence 

S.10. Restrictio n on exporting minerals 

S.11. Dredgin g licences, and licences to win minerals 7 5 

S.12. Record s 

S.13. Servic e and publication of instruments under section 2(iii) 
of the Act 

S.14. Fee s 

S.15. Executio n of licences 75,7 6 

The Minerals Regulations, 1963 

L.I.253 

S. 1. Applicatio n of Part I of the Regulations 

S. 2. Application s for licences 

S. 3.  Publicatio n of applications for, and grants of, licences 

S. 4.  Limi t on term of licences 

S. 5.  Renewa l of licences 

S. 6. Restrictio n on mortgages, sub-demises, etc. of licences 

S. 7. Fee s 

S. 8. Executio n of licences 

S. 9. Avoidanc e of doubt 7 5 
S.10. Secon d Schedule to Minerals Regulations, 1062 (L.I.231) 

The Minerals (Offshore) Regulations, 1963 

L.I.257 

Section 10 refers to the prohibition of pollution but these 
regulations are concerned exclusively with the sea. 

Minerals (Oil and Gas) Regulations, 1963 

L.I.258 

S. 1. Applicatio n of these regulations 

S. 2. Applicatio n of the principal regulations 
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S. 3. Restrictio n on grant of licences 

S. 4. Restriction s on prospecting licences 

S. 5. Restrictions on joint operations 

S. 6. Report s to Minister on prospecting operations 

S. 7. Disposa l of oil or gas found under a prospecting licence 

S. 8. Notic e of surrender of prospecting licence 

S. 9. Abandone d boreholes, etc. 

S.10. Winnin g licences 

S.11. Agreement s and arrangement between licensees 

S.12. Assignment , etc. of licences 

S.13. Surrende r of winning licences 

S.14. Reinstatemen t of land on surrender of licence 

S.15. Pollutio n of water 

S.16. Report s to Minister on winning operations 

S.17. Fee s 

Minerals (Amendment) Regulations, 1963 

L.I.284 

[Amends th e Minerals Regulations, 1962 (L.I.231) in regulation 7] 

The Minerals Act and Regulations (Amendment) Decree, 1968 

N.L.G.D.308 

S. 1. [Amend s th e Minerals Act, 1962 (Act 126) in sections 5, 11 and 12] 

S. 2. Amend s the Minerals Regulations, 1962 (L.I.231) in regulation 15 

S. 3. Amend s the Minerals (Offshore) Regulations, 1963 (L.I.257) by 
adding section 7A and also in sections 8, 13, l6, 17, 19, 21 and 22 

The Minerals Act and Regulations (Amendment) (No.2) Decree, 1968 

N.L.C.D.315 

S. 1. [Amend s th e Minerals (Offshore) Regulations, 1963 (L.I.257) in 
regulations 1, 14 and 19] 

S. 2. Th e Minerals (Oil and Gas) Regulations, 1963 (L.I.258) is 
amended in regulation l(i) 

Minerals Act and Regulations (Amendment) Decree, 1969 

N.L.C.D.344 

S. 1. [Amend s th e Minerals Act, 1962 (Act 126) by adding subsection (iv) 
to section 2 and by adding a new section 2A] 

S. 2. Revocatio n of regulation 15 of L.I.231 

S. 3. [Amend s th e Minerals (Offshore) Regulations, 1963 (L.I.257) in 
regulation 10 and 18, revokes regulation 21(v) and amends 
regulation 21A] 

S. 4. Commencemen t 
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The Minerals (Amendment) Regulations, 1978 

L.I.1166 

Second Schedul e o f L . I . 2 3 1 amended . 

ATOMIC ENERG Y COMMISSIO N ACT , 196 3 

Act 20 4 

An Act to establish an Atomic Energy Commission for Ghana, to make 
provision as to their powers, duties, rights and liabilities, and for 
purposes connected with the matters aforesaid. 

Summary and Sections 

S. 1. Th e Ghana Atomic Energy Commission 

S. 2. Function s of the Commission 

S. 3.  Relationshi p between the Commission and the Academy 

S. 4. Financia l provisions as to the Commission 

S. 5. Staf f 

S. 6. Compulsor y acquisition of land 

S. 7. Dut y of the Commission to prevent nuclear damage 

S. 8. Kwam e Nkrumah Nuclear Research Institute 

S. 9. Function s of the Institute 

S.10. Regulation s 

S.11. Interpretatio n 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION ACT, 1963 

Atomic Energy Commission Act, 1963 (Amendment) Decree, 1966 

N.L.C.D.114 

S. 1. Appointmen t of committee to exercise functions of Atomic 
Energy Commission 

S. 2. Ac t 204 amended 

Atomic Energy Commission Act, 1963 (Amendment) Decree, 1974 

N.R.C.D.306 

S. 1. N.L.C.D.11 4 amended 

S. 2. Repea l (Atomic Energy Commission Act, 1963 (Amendment) Decree, 
1969, N.L.C.D.340) 

S. 3.  Commencemen t 

Atomic Energy Commission Act (Amendment) Decree, 1974 

N.R.C.D.296 

S. 1. Ac t 204 amended 

S. 2. Commencemen t 
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OIL IN NAVIGABLE WATERS ACT, 1964 see page 

Act 235 

An Act to enable effect to be given to the International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 1954, and otherwise 
to make new provision for preventing the pollution of the sea and of 
navigable waters by oil. 

Summary and Sections 

S. 1. Discharg e of certain oils into prohibited sea areas 

S. 2. Designatio n of prohibited sea areas 

S. 3. Discharge of oil into Ghanaian waters 8 0 

S. 4. Specia l defences under sections 1 and 3 

S. 5. Equipment in ships to prevent oil pollution 

S. 6. Penaltie s for offences under sections 1, 3 and 5 8 0 

S. 7. Maintainin g records of matters relating to oil 

S. 8. Maintainin g records of transfer of oil to or from vessels 

S. 9. Particular s to be specified in records 

S.10. Offence s under sections 7, 8 and 9 8 0 

S.11. Facilitie s in ports for disposal of oil residues 

S.12. Restriction s on transfer of oil at night 

S.13. Dut y to report discharges of oil into waters of ports 

S.14. Power s of inspection 80,8 1 

S.15. Prosecution s 8 1 

S.16. Enforcemen t and application of fines 81,8 2 

S.17. Genera l provisions as to application of Act 

S.18. Powe r of Minister to grant exemptions 

S.19. Applicatio n of Act to Government ships 

S.20. Enforcemen t of Conventions relating to oil pollution 

S.21. Interpretatio n 

S.22. Revocatio n 

GHANA WATER AND SEWERAGE CORPORATION ACT, 1965 

Act 310 

An Act to establish and incorporate the Ghana Water and Sewerage 
Corporation, to provide for its functions and maintenance, to repeal 
the Waterworks Ordinance (Cap.67) and to provide for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 

Summary and Sections 

S. 1. Establishmen t of Corporation 

S. 2. Object s of Corporation 82,8 3 

S. 3. Boar d 8 3 

S. 4. Executio n of functions 

S. 5. Meeting s of Board 

S. 6. Chie f Executive 

S. 7. Corporatio n to be run on practice in public utility enterprises 
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S. 8. Borrowin g powers 

S. 9. Asset s and reserves 

S.10. Liabilit y and responsibility 

S.11. Account s 

S.12. Audi t 

S.13. Audi tor ' s repor t 
S.14. Regulation s 83,8 4 
S.15. Relation s wit h loca l a u t h o r i t i e s , e t c . 8 4 
S.16. Exemptio n fro m ta x 
S.17. In t e rp re t a t i o n 
S.18. Repea l 

The Waterworks Ordinance (Gap.67) is hereby repealed: 
provided that any statutory instrument made under that 
Ordinance, and in force on the day immediately before the 
date of commencement of this Act shall, until such instrument 
is amended or rescinded , continue in force under the 
corresponding provisions of this Act. 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE GHANA WATER AND SEWERAGE CORPORATION ACT 

Waterworks, 1954 revised 

Cap.67 

Section 3 -  Water Supply Areas 
Gives details of Water Supply Areas including 

boundary limits. 

Section 4 -  Water Authorities 
Appoints Authorities for Water Supply Areas. 

Section 16 - Non-Municipal Water Rate Areas 

- General Water Rate 

Section 18 - Non-Municipal Water Rate Areas Application 

Section 21 - Water Supply Areas Standard Rates 

- Appointment of Prescribed Authorities 

Section 23 - Water Rate Areas Standard Rates 

Section 56 - Waterworks Rules 
and 57 Thi s gives a number of sub-headings: 

Interpretation 
Prevention of Waste, Misuse or Contamination of 
Water supplied from the Waterworks 

Meters and Measurement of Water 
Notification of Liabilities 

Schedule A - Specification of Pipes and Fittings 

Schedule B - Form of Application for Permission to Lay, Remove, 
Alter or Extend a Water Service 

Schedule C - Form of Application for an Estimate for Providing 
Laying, Altering or Extending a Water Service 

Schedule D - Address Notice of Rates Due 

Schedule E - Notice of Non-Payment 

Schedule F - Government Water Supply Office 

Schedule G - Final Notice 

Schedule H - Authorisation Card 
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Section 56 - Prevention of Waste. Rules 
Gives restrictions on the use of water 

see page 

N.B. Thes e sections are major headings and each has a number of 
sub-sections 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965 (Commencement) Instrument, 1966 

L.I.59 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965 (Amendment) Decree, 1968 

N.L.C.D.247 

Arrangement of Sections; 

S. 1. Ac t 310 amended 

S. 2. Transitiona l provisions, etc. 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965 (Amendment) Decree, 1969 

N.L.C.D.391 

Amends Section 3 of Act 310. 

The Local Administration Act, 1971 

Act 359 

The Fifth Schedule makes a small amendment. 

Water Supplies Division of the Ministry of Works and Housing (Transfer of 
Assets and Liabilities) Instrument, 1972 

E.I.54 

S. 1 . Transfe r o f Asset s 
S. 2 . L iab i l i t i e s o f th e Corporatio n 
S. 3.  Commencemen t 

Water Charge s Regulations , 198 0 

L.I.1255 

S. 1. Wate r Charges 

S. 2. Mete r Rent 

S. 3. Notification of Liability 

S. 4. Notice s 

S. 5. Offences and Penalties 

S. 6. Revocatio n (Water Charges Regulations, 1977, L.I.1130) 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIO N COUNCI L DECREE , 197 4 

N . R . C . D . 2 3 9 

No p r e a m b l e 
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see page 
Summary and Sections 

S. 1. Establishmen t of the Environmental Protection Council 

S. 2. Function s of the Council 4 9,50 

S. 3. Composition and terms of office of members of the Council 5 0 

S. 4. Filling of vacancies 

S. 5. Remuneratio n of Council members 

S. 6. Meeting s of the Council 

S, 7. Committee s of the Council 

S. 8. Chairma n 

S. 9. Secretar y 

S.10. Othe r officers and employees 

S.11. Staf f of Council shall be public officers 

S.12. Fund s 

S.13. Estimate s and expenditure 

S.14. Account s and Audit 

S.15. Researc h and records 

S.16. Annua l Reports 

S.17. Regulation s 5 0 

S.18. Transitiona l Provision 

S.19. Commencemen t 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COUNCIL DECREE, 1974 

Environmental Protection Council (Amendment) Decree, 1976 

S.M.C.D.58 

Amends the principal Act by adding sections 2A, 2B and 3(i)(mm) 

FOREST PROTECTION DECREE, 1974 

N.R.C.D.243 

No preamble 

Summary and Sections 

S. 1. Fores t offences 5 9 

S. 2. Offence s relating to marks 

S. 3. Persisten t offenders to be banned 5 9 

S. 4.  Dutie s of Forest Officers 59,6 0 

S. 5. Arres t and seizure 6 0 

S. 6. Forfeitur e and disposal of articles 6 0 

S. 7. Burde n of proof 6 0 

S. 8. Person s bound to assist Forest Officers 

S. 9. Indemnit y for acts done in good faith 

S.10. Interpretatio n 

S.11. Repeal s 
The following enactments are hereby repealed: 
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Sections 22 to 33 of the Forests Ordinance (Cap.157) S e e p a g e 

Forest Offences (Compounding of Fines) Act, 1959 (No.83) 
Forest Offences (Compounding of Fines) (Amendment) Act, 1962 (Act 99) 
Section 16(xi) of the Concessions Act, 1962 (Act 124) 

IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY DECREE, 1977 

S.M.C.D.85 

No preamble 

Summary and Sections 

S. 1. Establishmen t of the Irrigation Development Authority 

S. 2. Function s of the Authority 

S. 3. Th e Board 

S. 4. Tenure of office of members of the Board 

S. 5. Qualifications for appointment as members 

S. 6. Chie f Executive and Deputy Chief Executives 

S. 7. Meetin g of the Board 

S. 8. Fund s of the Authority 

S. 9. Borrowin g powers 

S.10. Reserv e fund 

S.11. Staf f of the Authority 

S.12. Secretar y of the Authority 

S.13. Interna l Auditor 

S.14. Budge t 

S.15. Authorit y to keep proper accounts 

S.16. Financia l year of the Authority 

S.17. Audi t 

S.18. Annua l Report 

S.19. Transfe r of assets and liabilities 

S.20. Regulation s and bye-laws 

S.21. Exemptio n 

S.22. Counci l to give directions 

S.23. Interpretatio n 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY DECREE, 1977 

Irrigation Development Authority (Amendment) Decree, 1977 

S.M.C.D.89 

Arrangement of Sections 

S. 1. S.M.C.D.8 5 amended 

S. 2. Commencemen t 

Irrigation Development Authority (Amendment) Decree, 1977 

S.M.C.D.127 

Repeals section l(ii) of S.M.C.D.89, 1977 
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FISHERIES DEGREE, 1979 

A.F.R.C.D.30 

S. 1. Contro l of motor fishing 

S. 2. Applicatio n for licence 

S. 3. Condition s for licensing motor fishing vessels 

S. 4.  Classificatio n of licences 

S. 5.  Moto r fishing vessels to be registered under Act 183 

S. 6. 50  pe r cent of crew of fishing vessels to be Ghanaians 

S. 7. Specia l provisions relating to tuna vessels 

S. 8. Return s 

S. 9. Renewa l of licences 

S.10. Transfe r of licensed motor fishing vessel 

S.11. Cancellatio n or suspension of licence 

S.12. Appeal s 

S.13. Applicatio n to fishing vessels 

S.14. Tonnag e 

S.15. Fishin g vessels to carry skippers, engineers, etc. 

S.16. Certificat e of competency 

S.17. Absenc e of skipper or engineer 

S.18. Applicatio n of Part II of Act 183 

S.19. For m and record of certificate 

S.20. Offence s 

S.21. Offence s by bodies of persons 

S.22. Power s of examination and detention 

S.23. Regulation s 

S.24. Interpretatio n 

S.25. Repea l and transitional provisions 

[The Fisherie s Decree, 1972, N.R.C.D.87 is repealed but the 
following regulations remain in force under this Decree: ] 

Fisheries Regulations, 1964 (L.I.364) 
Fishing Boats (Certificate of Competency as Skippers and 
Secondhands) Regulations, 1972 (L.1.770) 

Fishing Boats (Certificate of Competency First Class and 
Second Class Engineers) Regulations, 1974 (L.I.998) 

Fisheries (Amendment) Regulations, 1977 (L.I.H06) 

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION UNDER THE FISHERIES DECREE, 1979 

Fisheries Regulations, 1964 

L.I.364 

Fishing Boats (Certificate of Competency as Skippers and Secondhands) 
Regulations, 1972 

L.I.770 

Fishing Boats (Certificate of Competency First Class and Second Class 
Engineers) Regulations, 1974 
L.I.988 
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Fisheries (Amendment) Regulations, 1977 

L.I.1106 

Fisheries Decree (Commencement) Regulations, 1979 

L.I.1217 

GHANA FISHERIES COMMISSION ACT, 1980 

Act 404 

An Act to establish a Fisheries Commission in accordance with article 191 
of the Constitution and for other purposes connected therewith. 

S. 1. Establishmen t of Ghana Fisheries Commission 

S. 2. Compositio n of Commission 

S. 3. Qualifications of members of Commission 

S. 4. Tenur e of office 

S. 5. Emoluments of members of Commission 

S. 6. Object s of Commission 

S. 7. Function s of Commission 

S. 8. Meeting s of Commission 

S. 9. Appointmen t of Committees by Commission 

S.10. Relationshi p with other Authorities 

S.11. Chie f Executive 

S.12. Executio n of contracts, etc. 

S.13. Staf f of the Commission 

S.14. Secretar y of the Commission 

S.15. Interna l Auditor 

S.16. Fund s of Commission 

S.17. Estimate s of expenditure 

S.18. Financia l year 

S.19. Ban k accounts and borrowing powers of Commission 

S.20. Exemptio n from income tax 

S.21. Paymen t into reserve fund 

S.22. Account s and audit 

S.23. Acces s to information 

S.24. Direction s by Minister 

S.25. Annua l Report 

S.26. Regulation s 

S.27. Interpretatio n 

GHANA FORESTRY COMMISSION ACT, 1980 

Act 405 

An Act to establish a Forestry Commission in accordance with article 191 
of the Constitution and for other purposes connected therewith. 
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S. 1. Establishmen t of the Ghana Forestry Commission se e page 60 

S. 2. Compositio n of the Commission 

S. 3.  Qualification s of members of Commission 

S. 4.  Tenur e of office 

S. 5.  Emolument s of members of Commission 

S. 6. Object s of Commission 6 1 

S. 7. Function s of Commission 6 l 

S. 8. Meeting s of Commission 

S. 9. Appointmen t of Committees by Commission 

S.10. Relationshi p with other Authorities 

S.11. Chie f Administrator 

S.12. Staf f of the Commission 

S.13. Secretar y of the Commission 

S.l4. Interna l Auditor 

S.15. Fund s of Commission 

S.16. Estimate s of expenditure 

S.17. Financia l year 

S.18. Ban k accounts and borrowing powers of Commission 

S.19. Exemptio n from income tax 

S.20. Paymen t into reserve fund 

S.21. Account s and audit 

S.22. Acces s to information 

S.23. Powe r of direction of Minister 

S.24 Direction s by President 

S.25. Annua l Report 

S.26. Regulation s 6 l 

S.27. Functions , etc. of certain existing bodies transferred to 
Commission 

S.28. Existin g enactments to have effect with modification 6 1 

S.29. Interpretatio n 
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PART I V -  ANALYSI S O F LEGISLATIO N 2 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L P R O T E C T I O N 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

[See unde r WATERCOURSES for details of the following: ] 

S.14 Authorit y to have local government functions and planning powers over 
Akosombo township and lakeside area. 
[See subsectio n (3), page 89] 

Environmental Protection Council Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.239 

S. 2. Function s of the Council. 

(l) The functions of the Council are: 

(a) to advise the Government generally on all environmental matters 
relating to the social and economic life of Ghana; 

(b) to co-ordinate the activities of all bodies concerned with 
environmental matters, and to serve as a channel of communication 
between these bodies and the Government; 

(c) to conduct and promote investigations, studies, surveys, research 
and analyses, including the training of personnel, relating to 
the improvement of Ghana's environment and the maintenance of 
sound ecological systems; 

(d) to serve as the official national body for co-operating and 
liaising with national and international organisations on environ-
mental matters; 

(e) to undertake such studies and submit such reports and recommen-
dations with respect to environmental matters as the Government 
may request; 

(f) to embark upon general environmental educational programmes for 
the purpose of creating an enlightened public opinion regarding 
the environment and an awareness of the public's individual and 
collective role in its protection and improvement; 

(g) without prejudice to the economic and social advancement of Ghana, 
to ensure the observance of proper safeguards in the planning and 
execution of all development projects, including those already in 
existence, that are likely to interfere with the quality of the 
environment ; 

(h) to perform such other functions as the Government may assign to 
the Council, or as are incidental or conducive to the exercise 
by the Council of all or any of the foregoing functions. 

S. 2A. (l ) The Chairman referred to in S. 8 of this Decree or any member of staff 
of the Council authorised by him may: 

(a) request in writing from any person or by summons require any 
person to attend at a time and place specified in the summons, to 
give any information which the Chairman or any such member of the 
staff of the Council considers reasonably necessary for the purpose 
of giving effect to this Decree; 

(b) enter and inspect any premises for the said purpose. 

S. 2B. (l ) Any person: 

(a) who fails without any reasonable excuse (the proof of which shall 
be on them) to provide any information requested from him or refuses 
or neglects to attend in obedience to a summons issued, under para-
graph (a) of S. 2A, or 
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(b) who knowingly provides false information or any information 
which he has no reason to believe to be true in response to a 
request for information, or 

(c) who obstructs the Chairman or any member of staff of the Council 
authorised by him, in the inspection of any premises under para-
graph (b) of S. 2A, 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding ¢1,000.00 or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 
six months or to both. 

(2) Where any offence under this section is committed by a body of persons 
then: 

(a) where the body is a body corporate other than a partnership every 
director and officer of that body shall also be deemed to be 
guilty of that offence, and 

(b) where the body is a partnership every partner shall be deemed to 
be guilty of that offence, 

provided that no such person shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence 
if he proves that such offence wa s committed without his knowledge and 
that he exercised due diligence to prevent the commission of the 
offence having regard to all the circumstances. 

S. 3.  Compositio n and terms of office of members of the Council. 

(l) The Council shall consist of the following persons all of whom shall be 
appointed by the Government: 

(a) an executive Chairman referred to in Section 8; 
(b) a representative of the Council for Scientific and Industrial 

Research; 
(c) a representative of the University Institutions in Ghana; 
(d) a representative of the Attorney General's Office; 
(e) a representative of the Ministry of Health; 
(f) a representative of the Ministry of Industries; 
(g) a representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
(h) a representative of the Ministry of Agriculture; 
(i) a representative of the Ministry of Ghana Water and Sewerage 

Corporation; 
(j) a  representative of the Tourist Control Board; 
(k) a representative of the Meteorological Services Department; 
(l) a representative of the Ministry responsible for Lands; 
(m) a representative of the Ministry responsible for Works; 
(n) two distinguished citizens of Ghana with special interest and 

experience in environmental matters nominated by the Government 
to represent public interest. 

S.17. Regulations . 

The Commissioner responsible for Economic Planning may, by legislative 
instrument, make such regulations on the recommendation of the Council, as 
the Commissioner may think fit for the purposes of giving full effect to the 
provisions of the Decree. 

F I S H 

Rivers Ordinance. 1903 (1951 Revised), Cap.226 

[See unde r WATERCOURSES for details of the following: ] 

S.13. Regulations . 
[See subsectio n (l)(d), page 86] 
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Forest Orders 

[See unde r FORESTS for details of the following Forest Reserve Orders: ] 

Forests (Worobong Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 53 
Forests (Ankasa River Reserve, Main Block) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Tonton Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Prah Suhien Block II (C) Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Yenku Reserve Block A) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Mamang River Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Nkawanda Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Esen-Epam Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Gambaga Scarp East Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Abisu Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Bura River Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Pra-Birim Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Mamang River Blocks A and B Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, 

Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Minta Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Neung Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order, 1954 revised, 

Cap.157, page 5 5 
Forests (Birim Extension Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Esen-Epam West Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Esen-Epam West Block II Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Sumtwitwi Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Abutia Hills Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Auro River Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Kabakaba Hills Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, pages 58,59 
Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve. Kwahu Portion) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 55 
Forests (Klemu Headwaters Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, pages 58,59 
Forests (Upper Wassaw Forest Reserve Block A) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Kpandu Range Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, pages 58,59 
Forests (Ben (West Block) Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.234, page 55 
Forests (Bemu River Block II Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.137, page 58 
Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.283, page 58 
Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve, Oprana Section) Order, 1955, L.N,277, page 58 
Forests (Atewa Range Extension Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.356, page 55 
Forests (Ndumfri Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.370, page 55 
Forests (Ben (East Block) Forest Reserve), Order, 1956, L.N.22, page 56 
Forests (Subim Forest Reserve) Order, 1956, L.N.126, page 56 
Forests (Ankasa River Forest Reserve Block A) Order, 1956, L.N.239, page 56 
Forests (Draw River Forest Reserve Block C) Order, 1956, L.N.255, page 5 6 
Forests (Red Volta West Forest Reserve) Order, 1956, L.N.282, page 56 
Forests (Birim Forest Reserve, Akim-Kotoku Portion) Order, 1957, L.N.42, page 56 
Forests (Afram Dawa Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.202, page 58 
Forests (Proposed Gambaga Scarp West Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.223, 

page 56 
Forests (Morago East Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.241, page 56 
Forests (Chai River Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.246, page 57 
Forests (Desiri Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.I of 1958, page 5 7 
Forests ((Pra-Suhien Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.64, page 5 7 
Suhuma Forest Reserve, 1958, L.N.65, page 5 7 
Forests (Bediako Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.194, page 58 
Forests (Aboben Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.240, page 58 
Forests (Yongwa Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.241, page 57 
Forests (Afram Bukunaw Shelterbelt Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.294, page 58 
Forests (Opon Mansi Forest Reserve) Order, 1959, L.N.332, page 5 7 
Forests (Dede Forest Reserve) Order, 1960, E.I.24, page 5 7 
Forests (Bemu River Forest Reserve Block III) Order, 1960, E.I.217, page 58 
Forests (Afram-Mankrong Forest Reserve) Order, 1960, E.I.240, page 58 
Forests (Afia Shelterbelt Forest Reserve) (Block I) Order, 1960, E.I.242, page 58 
Forests (Southern Scarp Forest Reserve)(Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order, 1960, E.I.243, 

page 58 
Forests (Volta River Forest Reserve Block I) Order, 1961, E.I.91, page 58 
Bemu River Forest Reserve (Block I) Order, 1963, E.I.31, page 58 
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Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

[See unde r WATERCOURSES for details of the following: ] 

S.10. Primar y functions of the Authority. 
[See subsectio n (l)(d), page 88] 

Wild Animal Preservation Act, 1961, Act 43. 

[See unde r WILDLIFE for details, page 92] 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

[See unde r FORESTS for details of the following ] 

S. 1. Fores t Offences. 
[See subsectio n (l)(g), page 59] 

Irrigation Development Authority Decree, 1977, S.M.C.D.85 

[See unde r IRRIGATION for details of the following: ] 

S. 2. Function s of the Authority. 
[See subsectio n (b), page 63] 

Fisheries Decree, 1979, A.F.R.G.D.30 

S.20. Offences . 

Any person who: 

(a) contravenes or fails to comply with any of the conditions of a licence 
issued under Part I ; ... 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine 
not exceeding ¢500,000 or to imprisonment not exceeding three years or to both. 

S.21. Offence s by bodies of persons. 

In the case of an offence committed under this Decree or under any Regulations 
made thereunder by a body of persons: 

(a) where the body of persons is a body corporate, other than a partnership, 
every director and officer of that body corporate shall be deemed also 
to be guilty of that offence; and 

(b) where the body is a partnership every partner shall be deemed also to be 
guilty of that offence; 

provided that no such person shall be deemed to be guilty of an offence under 
this Decree if he proves that the offence was committed without his know-
ledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of the 
offence. 

Ghana Fisheries Commission Act, 1980, Act 404 

An Act to establish a Fisheries Commission in accordance with article 191 of the 
constitution and for other purposes connected therewith. 

S. 2. Compositio n of Commission. 

(l) The Commission shall consist of the following: 

(a) a Deputy Minister of the-Ministry responsible for Agriculture who 
shall be Chairman; 

(b) the Chief Executive referred to in section 11 of this Act; 
(c) a representative of the Fisheries Department; 
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(d) a representative of the Irrigation Development Authority; 
(e) a representative of the Institute of Aquatic Biology; 
(f) a representative of the National Marine Fisheries Association; 
(g) a representative of the Canoe Fishermen's Association; 
(h) a representative of the Ghana Co-operative Fisheries Association; 
(i) a representative of the Volta Lake Research and Development Project; 
(j) a representative of the Agricultural Development Bank; 
(k) a representative of the National Investment Bank; 
(l) one person experienced in fresh-water fishing; and 
(m) one person experienced in fish marketing. 

F O R E S T S 

Forests Ordinance. 1927 (1951 revised), Cap.157 

An Ordinance for the protection of Forests and for the constitution and protection 
of forest reserves. 

S. 4. Power to constitute Forest Reserves. 

Subject as provided in section 34, it shall be lawful for the Governor 
to constitute as a Forest Reserve any of the following lands, namely: 

... (4) Lands in respect of which the President is, on the advice of the Chief 
Conservator of Forests, satisfied that the forests thereon ought in the public 
interest to be protected from injury or destruction, or from any further 
injury or destruction, as the case may be, or that forest growth should be 
established thereon, in order: 

(a) to safeguard the water supply of the district ... . 

S.35. Regulations . 

(l) It shall be lawful for the President to make regulations for the further, 
better, or more convenient effectuation of any of the provisions or 
purposes of this Ordinance, and in particular (but without derogating from 
the generality of the provision last aforesaid) with respect to any or all 
of the following matters: 

... (5) providing for the management, utilisation, and the protection of 
Forest Reserves; 

(7) Prescribing the powers and duties of Forest Officers ... ; 
(8) Prescribing the rewards to be paid to Government servants and 

informers out of the proceeds of fines and compensations; 

(3) Any person who contravenes any regulation made under subsection (l) or 
the conditions of any permit issued thereunder for which no fine or term 
of imprisonment is expressly provided in the regulations, shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds to to imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for any term not exceeding six months. 

[Amended b y the Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960 , C.A.8] 

Forests Orders, 1954 revised, Cap.157 

Forests (Worobong Reserve) Order 

Second Schedule - Rights Admitted 

Washing and digging for gold so as not to interrupt the course of a stream, 
or injure any forest product. 

Shooting, hunting, fishing and snail collecting. 
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Forests (Ankasa River Reserve, Main Block) Order 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

Hunting, fishing and snail collecting ... . 

Digging and washing for gold (so as not to injure any forest product or divert 
the course of a stream). 

Forests (Tonton Reserve) Order 

Second Schedule - Rights Affecting the Reserve 

Hunting, fishing, shooting, snail-collecting and trapping (so as not to injure 
any other forest product). 

Mining and washing for gold (in native fashion and so as not to divert the course 
of a stream or injure any other forest product). 

Forests (Auro River Reserve) Order 

Second Schedule - Rights Admitted, Affecting the Reserve 

Hunting, shooting, fishing, snail-collecting and trapping by native methods 
(so as not to injure any other forest product) - Unlimited. 

Washing for gold (so as not to divert the course of a stream or injure any other 
forest product) - Unlimited. 

Forests (Prah-Suhien Block II (C) Reserve) Order 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

Hunting, fishing and snail collecting (provided that no streams may be dammed, 
and steel traps on cut lines and paths are prohibited). 

Forests (Red Volta East Forest Reserve) Order 

Second Schedule 

Fishing. Acces s to water holes - Unrestricted. 

Forests (Gambaga Scarp East Forest Reserve) Order 

Third Schedule 

Fishing. Acces s to water holes - Unrestricted. 

Forests (Minta Forest Reserve) Order 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

1. Hunting , fishing and snail collecting -Unrestricted, except that use of steel 
traps and damming or blocking of streams are prohibited. 

3. Prospectin g for gold and diamonds - On free permits from the competent Forest 
Authority provided streams are not diverted or damage done to forest produce. 

Forests (Neung Forest Reserve) Order 

Schedule II - Communal Rights Admitted 

3. Hunting , fishing and snail collecting - Unrestricted, except that use of steel 
traps and damming or blocking of streams are prohibited. 
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9. Prospectin g and washing for diamonds and gold, and collecting of clay, sand, 
and stones for sharpening and grinding - Permits will be issued free in respect of 
land not subject to mining concessions, provided streams are not diverted or damage 
done to forest produce. 

Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted in Favour of all Natives of Akim Abuakwa 

3. Hunting , fishing, trapping and snail collecting - Unrestricted, except that use 
of steel traps is prohibited. 

11. Washin g and digging for gold, recovery of clay, and extraction of stones for 
bead-making - Permits will be issued free, provided streams are not diverted or 
damage done to trees or forest produce. 

Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Kwahu Portion) Order 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

3. Hunting , fishing, trapping and snail collecting - Unrestricted except that use 
of steel traps is prohibited. 

11. Washin g and digging for gold and recovery of clay - Permits will be issued free 
provided streams are not diverted or damage done to trees or forest produce. 

Forests (Ben (West Block) Forest Reserve) Order, 1955. L.N.234 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

Hunting, fishing, snail collecting - Unrestricted except no steel traps to be used 
and no dams to be made across streams. 

Forests (Atewa Range Extension Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.356 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Hunting , fishing and snail collecting - Unrestricted throughout the Reserve except 
that: 

... (b) streams may not be dammed or diverted. 

8. Washin g and digging for gold, recovery of clay and sand, and extraction of stones 
for bead-making. Fre e permits will be issued provided streams are not diverted. 

Forests (Ndumfri Forest Reserve) Order, 1955. L.N.370 

Fourth Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

1. Hunting , fishing and snail collecting - Unrestricted, except that: 

... (b) no dams may be made on running streams. 

10. Prospectin g for gold and diamonds - Permits will be issued free by the Forestry 
Department on land not subject to mining concessions, provided that streams are not 
diverted ... . 
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Forests (Ben (East Block) Forest Reserve) Order, 1956, L.N.22 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

Hunting, fishing, snail collecting - Unrestricted except no steel traps to be used 
and no stream dammed. 

Prospecting for gold, diamonds, etc. - On free permit on land not subject to Mining 
Concession provided streams are not diverted .. . . 

Forests (Subim Forest Reserve) Order, 1956, L.N.126 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

2. Fishin g - Unrestricted except that no stream to be dammed and no poison used. 

Forests (Ankasa River Forest Reserve Block A) Order, 1956, L.N.239 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

1. Hunting , fishing and snail collecting - Unrestricted except that: 

... (b) running streams may not be dammed or diverted. 

4. Diggin g and washing for gold - Permits will be issued free by the Forestry 
Department, provided that streams are not diverted .. . . 

Forests (Draw River Forest Reserve Block C) Order. 1956, L.N.255 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

1. Hunting , trapping, fishing and collection of snails, honey, muchrooms and wild 
yams - Unrestricted except that: 

... (b) running streams may not be dammed or diverted. 

Forests (Red Volta West Forest Reserve) Order, 1956, L.N.282 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

2. Fishin g - Unrestricted. 

Forests (Birim Forest Reserve, Akim-Kotoku Portion) Order, 1957, L.N.te 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

Hunting and fishing - Unrestricted, except that no steel traps are to be used or 
streams dammed. 

Forests (Proposed Gambaga Scarp West Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.223 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

5. Righ t to hunt and fish - use of steel traps prohibited, streams not to be dammed 
or poison used or pitfalls made. 

Forests (Morago East Forest Reserve) Order,vl957, L.N.241 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 
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5. Righ t to hunt and fish - use of steel traps prohibited, no streams dammed or 
poisoned or pitfalls made. 

Forests (Chai River Reserve) Order. 1957, L.N.246 

Third Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Hunting , fishing and trapping - Unrestricted, except: 

... (b) no dams may be made on flowing streams and 
(c) no poison may be used. 

Forests (Desiri Forest Reserve) Order, 1957. L.N.I of 1958 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

2. Fishin g - Unrestricted but no poison to be used or streams dammed. 

7. Prospectin g for diamonds, gold, etc. - on free permit on land not subject to 
Mining Concession and provided streams not diverted ... . 

Forests (Pra-Suhien Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.64 

Third Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Hunting , fishing, and collection of snails, and use of existing paths -
Unrestricted, except that: 

... (b) running streams must not be dammed or diverted. 

3. Diggin g and washing for gold - free permits will be issued by the Forestry 
Department, provided that no streams are diverted ... . 

Forests (Suhuma Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.65 

Third Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Hunting , fishing, and collection of snails, wild honey and wild yams -
Unrestricted, except that: 

... (b) running streams may not be dammed or diverted. 

Forests (Yongwa Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.241 

Third Schedule - Communal Rights 

Fishing - Unrestricted but no dams to be made or water courses altered. 

Forests (Opon Mansi Forest Reserve) Order, 1959. L.N.332 

Third Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Hunting , fishing and collection of snails, wild honey and wild yams -
Unrestricted, except that: 

... (b) running streams may not be dammed or diverted. 

Forests (Dede Forest Reserve) Order, 1960, E.I.24 

Third Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Hunting , fishing, trapping and collection of snails - Unrestricted except that: 

... (b) running streams may not be dammed or diverted. 
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Forests (Bemu River Forest Reserve Block III) Order, 1960, E.I.217 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Hunting , fishing, trapping - Unrestricted, provided no steel traps are used ... 
[and] n o streams are dammed. 

Forests (Afram-Mankrong Forest Reserve) Order, 1960, E.I.240 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Huntin g and fishing - Unrestricted but no steel traps to be used or streams dammed. 

Forests (Volta River Forest Reserve Block I) Order, 1961, E.I.91 

Third Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

2. Fishin g - Unrestricted but no dams to be made or water courses altered. 

Forests (Bonsa Ben Forest Reserve) Order, 1962, E.I.42 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

1. Huntin g - Unrestricted but no steel traps to be used or running streams diverted 
or dammed. 

Yakombo Forest (Reserve Commissioner) Appointment Instrument, 1973, E.I.18 

Whereas the National Redemption Council, on the advice of the Chief Conservator of 
Forests, is satisfied that the area of land, the situation and limits of which are des-
cribed in the Schedule hereto , is land to which section 4(4) of the Forests Ordinance 
(Cap.157) applies, in that it is in the public interest to protect the catchment area of 
the Black Volta and the various streams which rise within the area in order to secure the 
supply of forest produce for the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages and elsewhere. 

[The remainin g Forest Reserve Orders have been divided into groups in which the text is 
almost identical. A n example is given for each group and the remainder are listed 
below.] 

Forests (Esen-Epam Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights 

Fishing - Unrestricted, including use of fish traps on fishing weirs. N o damming 
of streams allowed. 

Forests (Bura River Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Birim Extension Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Esen-Epam West Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Esen-Epam West Block II Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Sumtwitwi Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Auro River Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Upper Wassaw Forest Reserve Block A) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Kabo River Forest Reserve Oprana Section) Order, 1955, L.N.277 
Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.283 

Amended by the Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.309 and 
the Forests (Asuokoko River Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.357 

Forests (Afram Dawa Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.202 
Forests (Bediako Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.104 
Forests (Aboben Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.240 
Forests (Afram Bukunaw Shelterbelt Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.294 
Forests (Afia Shelterbelt Forest Reserve) (Block I) Order, 1960, E.I.242 
Forests (Southern Scarp Forest Reserve Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order, 1960, E.I.243 
Bemu River Forest Reserve (Block I) Order, 1963, E.I.31; (Block II), 1955, L.N.137 

Forests (Abutia Hills Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 

Third Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

Hunting, fishing and shooting - Unrestricted except that use of steel traps is 
prohibited. 

58 



Forests (Kabakaba Hills Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157 
Forests (Klemu Headwaters Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157 
Forests (Kpandu Range Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157 

Forests (Yenku Reserve Block A) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157 

Schedule 2 - Rights Admitted Affecting the Reserve 

Right to hunt, shoot and fish, and collect snails. 

Forests (Nkawanda Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157 
Forests (Abisu Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157 

Forests (Mamang River Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157 

Second Schedule - Communal Rights Admitted 

Fishing - Unrestricted, including use of fish traps on fences across streams, but 
damming or blocking of streams prohibited. 

Access to sacred pools - Unrestricted. 

Forests (Pra-Birim Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157 
Forests (Mamang River Blocks A and B Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974. N.R.G.D.243 

S. 1. Fores t offences. 

1. An y person who in a Forest Reserve without the written authority of 
the competent forest authority: 

... (f) in any way obstructs the channel of any river, stream, canal or creek; 

... (g) hunts, shoots, fishes, poisons water or sets traps or snares; 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding ¢1,000.00 or to imprisonment not exceeding five years to to both; 

provided that for a second or subsequent offence under this section an 
offender shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
¢5,000.00 or to imprisonment not exceeding ten years or to both. 

2. A  person convicted of an offence under subsection l(a) or l(h) of this 
section shall, in addition to any other punishment imposed under this section, 
be liable to pay to the Commissioner responsible for lands twice the commercial 
value of each tree or the timber or forest produce which is the subject-matter 
of the offence. 

3. A  person convicted of an offence under this section shall in addition to 
any other punishment imposed under this section, be liable to pay to the person 
whose rights have been infringed such compensation as the court may direct. 

S. 3.  Persisten t offenders to be banned. 

1. An y person who has been convicted three times of an offence under this 
decree shall be deemed to be prohibited from owning, operating or participating 
in any timber business or timber concession, and all permits and property marks 
held by him under any enactment relating to forests, trees or timber shall be 
deemed to be forfeited. 

2. An y person who contravenes a prohibition imposed on him by subsection 1 of 
this section shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprison-
ment not exceeding ten years without the option of a fine. 

S.4. Dutie s of Forest Officers. 

1. Ever y Forest Officer shall take all necessary steps to prevent the 
commission of an offence under this Decree. 
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2. Wher e the Commissioner responsible for lands is satisfied that any Forest 
Officer has aided, condoned or connived at the commission of any offence under 
this Decree, he may order that such Forest Officer be summarily dismissed. 

S. 5.  Arres t and seizure. 

1. An y Forest Officer may arrest without warrant any person whom he reasonably 
suspects to have committed or to have been concerned in any offence under this 
Decree, if such person fails to give his name and address or gives a name and 
address which is believed to be false, or if there is reason to believe that he 
may abscond. 

2. A  person arrested under this section shall within 48 hours be brought before 
a Magistrate, if not sooner released. 

3. Wher e there is reason to believe an offence has been committed under this 
Decree, any Forest Officer may seize all forest produce to which the offence 
relates together with all instruments, vehicles and other articles suspected to 
have been used in committing the offence. 

S. 6. Forfeitur e and disposal of articles. 

1. A  court which convicts any person of an offence under this Decree shall 
order that all forest produce, instruments, vehicles and other articles in 
respect of which or by means of which the offence was committed (including 
anything seized under S. 5) shall be forfeited to the Republic. 

2. An y vehicle or other article which is seized under S. 5 and whose owner 
cannot be ascertained shall, after the expiration of 14 days from the date of 
seizure, be deemed to be forfeited to the Republic. 

3. A  vehicle or other article which is seized under S. 5 and whose owner has 
been ascertained shall, if no prosecution is brought under this Decree, be res-
tored to its owner. 

4. Anythin g which is forfeited to the Republic under this section may be sold 
or otherwise disposed of by the Commissioner responsible for lands, and the 
proceeds applied for forest rehabilitation; 

provided that where a vehicle is forfeited and the Commissioner is satisfied 
that the owner was in no way implicated in the offence, the Commissioner may 
restore the vehicle to such owner. 

S. 7. Burde n of proof. 

The burden of proof that any forest produce has not been taken in 
contravention of this Decree shall be upon the person in whose possession it 
is found. 

Ghana Forestry Commission Act, 1980, Act 405 

An Act to establish a Forestry Commission in accordance with article 191 of the 
Constitution and for other purposes connected therewith. 

S. 1. Establishmen t of the Ghana Forestry Commission 

1. Ther e is hereby established a Ghana Forestry Commission, in this Act 
referred to as "the Commission". 

2. Th e Commission shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a 
common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate name. 

3. Th e Commission shall have power, for the discharge of any of its functions, 
to acquire and hold any movable or immovable property and to dispose of such 
property and to enter into any contract or other transaction. 

4. Wher e there is any hindrance to the acquisition of any property under 
subsection 3 of this section, the property may be acquired for the Commission 
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under the State Property and Contracts Act, 1960 (C.A.60) or the State Lands 
Act. 1962 (Act 125). 

S. 6. Object s of Commission. 

The Commission shall be responsible for the regulation and management of 
the utilisation of all forestry and wildlife resources of Ghana and the 
co-ordination of the policies in relation thereto. 

S. 7.  Function s of Commission. 

1. Withou t prejudice to the general effect of S. 6 of this Act, it shall be 
the responsibility of the Commission in relation to forestry: 

... (d) to stop needless waste and destruction of the forest and associated 
natural resources ... ; 

... (v) to carry out research on scientific and technological matters pertaining 
to the proper utilisation and conservation of forest resources of Ghana. 

S.26. Regulations . 

1. Th e Commission may by legislative instrument, make such regulations as it 
may think fit for the purpose of giving full effect to the provisions of this 
Act. 

2. Withou t prejudice to the generality of subsection 1 of this section, 
regulations made thereunder may: 

(a) prescribe the form of all licences, permits, agreements, and other 
instruments dealing with the conservation of recreational forest, 
wildlife and recreational resources. 

3. Regulation s made under this section may prescribe in relation to any 
contravention of the regulations: 

(a) penalties not exceeding a fine of ¢50,000.00 or five years imprisonment 
or both; 

(b) additional penalties not exceeding ¢200.00 per day in respect of 
continuing offences; 

(c) forfeiture to the state and disposal of any articles with which or in 
connection with which the offences are committed. 

S.28. Existin g enactments to have effect with modifications. 

1. Th e following enactments, and also, any other enactments relating to 
forestry, wildlife or recreational resources, shall have effect with such 
modifications as may be necessary to give effect to this Act: 

... Forests Ordinance (Cap.157) 

... Wild Animals Preservation Act, 1961, (Act 43) 

H E A L T H 

Mosquitoes Ordinance, 1911 (1951 revised), Cap.75 

An Ordinance to provide for the destruction of mosquitoes. 

S. 3. 1.  Destructio n of mosquito larvae. 

It shall be lawful for the Sanitary Authority, or any medical officer 
specially appointed by the Minister for the purpose, or any person duly deputed 
in writing by any of the above officers, to enter upon any premises between 
the hours of 6.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m., and to take immediate steps to destroy 
any mosquito larvae that may be found thereon, and to render any accumulations 
of water on such premises temporarily unfit to be breeding places for mosquitoes. 

[Amended b y the Local Administration Act, 1971, Act 359] 
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2. Anti-mosquit o measures. 

It shall be lawful for the above officers or any of them to take such 
action, or order the owner or occupier of such premises to take such action, as 
may be necessary to render any accumulations of water on such premises 
permanantly unfit to be breeding places for mosquitoes, 

provided that no such order shall be made nor action taken involving the 
expenditure of any sum exceeding five pounds except by resolution of the 
Sanitary Authority. 

S. 4.  Screenin g of water receptacles. 

It shall not be lawful for any owner or occupier to allow at any time the 
presence on his premises of any receptacle for water containing mosquito larvae, 
or to allow any water to be kept on his premises for a period exceeding three 
days without the receptacle containing the same being emptied and cleaned, 
unless such receptacle is properly protected or screened to the satisfaction 
of the Sanitary Authority from the access of mosquitoes, nor shall such owner 
or occupier allow on his premises any reasonably preventable conditions which 
may, in any way, be favourable to the breeding of mosquitoes. 

S. 5.  Recover y of cost. 

It shall be lawful for the Sanitary Authority to recover from the owner or 
occupier of any premises the expense of any measures carried out on his premises 
under the provisions of this Ordinance, but if it is satisfied that such owner 
or occupier is not in a position to pay such expense, to pay all or any part 
of such expenses itself. 

S. 6. Metho d of recovery. 

All expenses incurred by the Sanitary Authority in carrying out, with 
respect to premises, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be recoverable in 
a summary manner before a Magistrate. 

S. 7. Penalt y for refusal to carry out an order or for obstruction. 

Any person who refuses to carry out any order made under the provisions of 
this Ordinance or who obstructs any officer empowered to carry out the 
provisions of this Ordinance in any act authorised by this Ordinance shall be 
liable to a fine not exceeding twenty-five pounds or in default thereof to 
imprisonment not exceeding three months. 

S. 8. Penalt y for breach of Ordinance. 

Any owner or occupier who contravenes any of the provisions of S. 4 shall 
be liable to a fine not exceeding five pounds or in default to imprisonment not 
exceeding one month. 

If any owner or occupier shall be guilty of a continued contravention of 
this Ordinance for a period exceeding one day after due notice has been given, 
that contravention shall be punishable as if a fresh contravention of the law 
had taken place during each day of its continuance. 

S.10. Regulations . 

The Minister may make regulations for carrying out the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

[Amended b y the Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960 , C.A.8 ] 

Mining Health Areas Ordinance, 1926 (1951 revised), Cap.150 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

Preamble 

S. 4.  Regulation s 
[See subsection s ( c ) , (d ) an d ( l ) ,  pag e 67] 
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Mining Health Areas Orders, 1954 revised, Gap.150 

[See unde r MINING, pages 67,68 ] 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

[See unde r WATERCOURSES for details of the following: ] 

S.10. Primar y functions of the Authority. 
[See subsectio n l(e), page 88] 

S.13. Healt h safeguards . [pag e 88] 

S.14. Authorit y to have local government functions and planning powers over Akosomb o 
township and lakeside area. 
[See subsectio n 3, page 89] 

Environmental Protection Council Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.239 

[See unde r ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION for details of the following: ] 

S. 3. Compositio n and terms of office of members of the Council. 
[See subsectio n l(e), page 50] 

Irrigation Development Authority Decree, 1977] S.M.C.D.85 

[See unde r IRRIGATION for details of the following: ] 

S. 2. Function s of the Authority. 
[See subsectio n (f) , as below ] 

I R R I G A T I O N 

Irrigation Development Authority Decree, 1977» S.M.C.D.85 

S. 2. Function s of the Authority. 

The functions of the Authority are: 

(a) to formulate plans for the development of irrigation in the country; 
(b) to develop the water resources of the country for irrigated farming 

livestock improvement and fish culture; 
(c) to execute comprehensive programmes for the effective use of irrigated lands 

in co-operation with other agencies involved in providing extension services 
to farmers; 

(d) to carry out land-use planning in areas earmarked for development in order 
to conserve the soil and water resources in those areas; 

(e) to lay out the environs of each project area for housing purposes and for 
the provision of other social amenities; 

(f) to co-operate with other agencies for safe-guarding the health and safety 
of all people living within and around irrigation project areas; 

(g) to undertake such other activities as are incidental or conducive to the 
discharge of its functions under this Decree. 

S. 3. Th e Board. 

(1) The governing body of the Authority shall be a Board. 

(2) The Board shall consist of: 

(a) a  Chairman ; 
(b) th e Chie f Executiv e appointe d unde r sectio n 6  o f thi s Decree ; 
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(c) the Chief Executive of the Volta River Authority or his representative; 
(d) a prepresentative each of the Ministries of Agriculture, Finance and 

Economic Planning, not below the rank of Principal Assistant Secretary; 
(e) a representative of the Water Resources Research Unit of the Council 

for Scientific and Industrial Research; 
(f) a representative of the Soil Research Institute of the Council for 

Scientific and Industrial Research; 
(g) a representative of the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Ghana 

Legon; 
(h) a representative of the Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation; an d 
(i) two prominent irrigation farmers appointed by the Government. 

S.20. Regulation s and bye-laws. 

(l) The Board may with the approval of the Council by legislative instruments 
make regulations: 

(a) prohibiting, restricting or regulating the use of any reservoir created 
for any irrigation project taking the national interest into 
consideration; 

(b) fixing water rate and land improvement charges; an d 
(c) for carrying into full effect the objects and functions of the 

Authority. 

Ghana Fisheries Commission Act, 1980, Act 404 

[See unde r FISH for details of the following: ] 

S. 2. Compositio n of Commission. 
[see subsectio n (l)(d), page 53] 

M I N I N G 

Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance, 1905, (1951 revised), Cap.153 

An Ordinance to regulate the exercise of mining and ancillary rights. 

S. 4.  Inspector s of Mines. 

The President may from time to time appoint Inspectors of Mines who shall 
perform all such duties as the President or the Chief Inspector of Mines with 
the approval of the President shall assign to them. 

[Amended b y the Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960 , C.A.8 ] 

S. 5.  Power s of Chief Inspector and Inspectors 

The Chief Inspector of Mines and every Inspector of Mines shall for the 
purpose of satisfying himself that the provisions of this Ordinance and of any 
regulations made hereunder are being observed, and of preventing accidents, have 
the powers following, namely; 

(1) to go on to any part of the surface of any concession land, or of any under-
ground passages or workings thereunder, and to enter and go into any part 
of any building on such land; 
[Amended b y No.31/1957.7 

(2) to call for the production of and inspect all mine plans, and accounts, and 
all document s on which prescribed periodical returns are based; 
[Amended b y No.3l/l957 ] 

(3) to call for the production of and inspect mining concessions, mining leases 
and certificates of validity or duly certified or attested copies thereof 
and mining, dredging and prospecting licences; 
[Amended b y No.3l/l957 ] 

(4) in any case in which it shall appear to him that the condition of a mine, or 
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of any mining land, or any of the works or appliances appurtenant to such 
mine or land, is such as to be a source of serious and immediate danger to 
life or property, to give, and if necessary, to enforce or execute at the 
expense of the concession holder, or lessee, as the case may be, any order 
which he may deem advisable or necessary for the purpose of averting the 
danger. 

S.10. Applicatio n of Gap.9, Book 1. 

(l) If any person fails to comply with any requirements imposed by or under 
S.7, 8 or 9 he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding five hundred pounds, and if any person makes an entry in any 
records kept under S.7 or S.8 which is to his knowledge false or misleading 
in any material particular, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding five hundred pounds, or to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months, or to both. 

S.11. 1 . Th e Minister may from time to time make regulations: 

... (c) for preventing the pollution of waters, springs, streams, rivers 
or lakes; 

... (n) for the deposit of overburden, tailings, and waste matter. 

Mining Rights Regulations, 1954 revised, Gap.153 

S.10. Wate r containing injurious matter. 

Water containing poisonous or injurious chemical solutions must be 
effectually fenced off to prevent inadvertent access to it, and notice boards 
shall be put up in suitable places to warn persons from making use of such 
water. I n no case may water containing any injurious matter in suspension 
or solution be permitted to escape without having been previously rendered 
innocuous. 

S.125. Drinkin g water. 

An adequate supply of wholesome drinking water shall be provided in each 
testing room and assay office, and this supply shall be distinctly labelled 
"Drinking water". 

S.137. Sanitar y conveniences. 

1. Th e manager of a mine shall provide or cause to be provided on the works 
and in all working levels underground, sufficient and suitable latrine 
accommodation. 

The number of buckets to be provided will be in the ratio of one bucket 
for every thirty persons or proportion thereof employed per shift per working 
level. 

2. Th e floor of every latrine in the mine or on the works is to be concreted 
with two inches of concrete: and the surface of the floor shall be cement 
rendered with a mixture of one of cement to not more than four of sharp sand. 
In underground workings, the slope of the floor of the latrine is to be away 
from the levels; and a drain shall be provided which shall lead into a sump 
at the back of the latrine. Th e walls of all latrines shall be concreted 
for at least two feet up the sides. 

3. Th e walls, floors, and the squatting and seating arrangements in every 
latrine shall be washed down daily with disinfectant; and every latrine seat 
shall be provided with a spare bucket, and every bucket shall have a close 
fitting lid which shall be fixed on the buckets while being removed to the 
surface. 

4. Th e manager shall cause all latrines to be sufficiently ventilated and 
lighted and kept in a clean condition. 

5. Suitabl e latrine accommodation is to be provided on the surface within a 
radius of 7 5 yards of the shaft head. 
6. Th e manager shall cause all working levels, drives, crosscuts, and 
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stations to be examined daily as to their sanitary condition, and any defects 
therein shall he remedied immediately; and he shall cause all working levels, 
drives, crosscuts, and stations to be thoroughly disinfected at least twice 
every week; and the dates of such disinfection shall be logged by the mine 
captain, and these records shall be open to inspection by the Inspectors of 
the Mines Department or Medical Officer of Health. 

S.201. Pollutio n of underground workings. 

No person shall pollute the underground workings with faeces or urine, 
nor wantonly misuse or foul the sanitary conveniences underground. 

S.202. Responsibilit y for sanitary conditions. 

Every miner or headman shall be responsible for the sanitary condition of 
every working place or section of the mine or works over which he has charge; 
and it shall be his duty to report any fouling of the working to the mine 
captain and to take the necessary action to put into a proper sanitary condition 
the place or section over which he has charge. 

S.203. Tailing s used for filling. 

Tailings used for filling worked out areas underground, and the liquids 
draining therefrom, shall not contain a higher cyanide content than .005% 
expressed as cyanide of potassium. 

S.204. Stagnan t water to be drained off. 

Stagnant water shall not be allowed to remain on the floors of levels 
which are in use, but shall be drained off. 

Oil Mining Regulations, 1957. L.N.221 

S.17. Powe r to inspect works. 

The Chief Inspector Mines, or any officer authorised by him in that behalf, 
may at all reasonable times, inspect and examine all works carried out by the 
licensee and all persons employed by him shall effectively assist the Chief 
Inspector of Mines, or any such officer authorised by him, in conducting such 
inspection and the licensee or his employees shall give to the Chief Inspector 
of Mines o r to an officer authorised by him, all information relating to the 
working of the said borings and works which may reasonably be required. 

Mining Regulations, 1970. L.I.665 

S.44. Wate r containing injurious matter. 

Water containing poisonous or injurious chemical solutions must be 
effectually fenced off to prevent inadvertent access to it, and notice boards 
shall be put up in suitable places to warn persons from making use of such 
water. I n no case may water containing any injurious matter in suspension or 
solution be permitted to escape without having been previously rendered 
innocuous. 

S.219. Drinkin g water. 

An adequate supply of wholesome drinking water shall be provided in each 
testing room and assay office, and this supply shall be distinctly labelled 
"Drinking Water" . 

Part 19 - Inspection 

S.223. A n Inspector or other person duly appointed to act under the Regulations 
shall have the power to do all or any of the following: 

(l) to make such inquiry and examination as he may consider necessary to 
ascertain whether the provisions of these Regulations or his orders are 
duly complied with. 
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Mining Health Areas Ordinance, 1926 (1951 revised), Cap.150 

An Ordinance to make provision relating to the health and housing of mine 
labourers and the general sanitation of mining areas. 

[Amended b y No.19/1935, S. 3] 

S. 4.  Regulations . 

It shall he lawful for the Minister to make regulations for all or any 
of the purposes hereinafter mentioned; and such regulations may apply to any 
specific Mining Health Area or to all Mining Health Areas in general. Suc h 
regulations shall on publication in the Gazette have the like force and effect 
as if enacted therein, either immediately or on such other date as may therein 
or in their regard be provided: 

... (c) for securing the proper housing and feeding of such labourers in any 
Mining Health Area and the observance of all requisite sanitary 
precautions in the housing, living, and working, both above and under-
ground, of such natives; 

(d) ... for the removal and disposal of refuse, waste products, night soil, 
and sewage, in any Mining Health Area; 

... (i) for the prescription of penalties for contravening the provisions of 
any regulation, which penalties may extend to a fine not exceeding 
one hundred pounds or in default of payment to imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for a term not exceeding one year, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for such period without the option of a 
fine, or to both such fine and such imprisonment, and different 
penalties may be imposed for continuing contraventions or subsequent 
contraventions of such regulations; 

... (l) for the provision of an adequate supply of wholesome drinking water in 
any Mining Health Area. 

Mining Health Areas Orders, 1954 revised, Gap.150 

S. 4.  Inspectin g registers. 

It shall be lawful for the Minister to make regulations for all or any of 
the purposes hereinafter mentioned; and such regulations may apply to any 
specific Mining Health Area, or to all Mining Health Areas in general. Suc h 
regulations shall on publication in the Gazette have the like force and effect 
as if enacted herein, either immediately or on such other date as may therein 
or in their regard be provided: 

(a) ... the construction and structural repair or alteration of houses, 
markets, drains, latrines, incinerators, wells and. tanks in any such 
area; 

... (c) for securing ... the observance of all requisite sanitary precautions 
in the housing, living and working, both above and underground, of such 
natives ; 

(d) for the prevention of and protection against communicable and infectious 
diseases; and for the removal and disposal of refuse, waste products, 
night soil and sewage in any Mining Health Area; 

(e) for the entry into and inspection of premises in any Mining Health Area; 

... (i) for the prescription of penalties for contravening the provisions of 
any regulation, which penalties may extend to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred pounds or in default of payment imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for a term not exceeding one year, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for such period without the option of a fine, or to 
both such fine and such imprisonment; and different penalties may be 
imposed for continuing contraventions or subsequent contraventions of 
such regulations; 

(j) for prescribing the powers and duties of any officer appointed for the 
purpose of this Ordinance; 

... (l) for the provision of an adequate supply of wholesome drinking water in 
any Mining Health Area; 
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(m) for the sanitary control generally of any Mining Health Area; 

(n) for the further, better, or more convenient effectuation of any of the 
purposes of this Ordinance. 

S.13. Wate r supply. 

The Manager of the mine shall as far as the Chief Medical Officer shall 
consider possible and reasonable, provide in the mining area an ample and pure 
water supply for all employees of the mine and, at such times as the Chief 
Meidcal Officer may consider necessary, shall cause or permit samples of the 
water to be taken for analysis, and shall keep a record of the results of each 
analysis at the time and shall send a copy to the Chief Medical Officer, Accra. 

S.25. Refuse , sewage and waste. 

In a mining area the manager of the mine shall take all necessary 
measures to the satisfaction of the Chief Medical Officer for the removal and 
disposal of refuse, waste products, and night soil. 

Forest Orders 

[The followin g Forest Orders allow prospecting for certain minerals provided that 
this does not alter the courses of streams. Se e under FORESTS for further details ] 

Forests (Worobong Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Ankasa River Reserve, Main Block) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Tonton Reserve) Order, 1054 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Auro River Reserve) Order, 1054 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Minta Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Neung Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Kwahu Portion) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157 
Forests (Atewa Range Extension Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.356 
Forests (Ndumfri Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.370 
Forests (Ben (East Block) Forest Reserve) Order, 1956, L.N.22 
Forests (Ankasa River Forest Reserve Block A) Order, 1956, L.N.239 
Forests (Desiri Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.I of 1958 
Forests (Pra Suhien Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.64 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

An Ordinance to regulate the right to search for, mine, and work minerals, and for 
other purposes relating thereto. 

S. 3.  Contro l of minerals and water. 

1. [Repeale d b y the Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126 ] 

2. Excep t as in this Ordinance provided, no person shall prospect or mine on, 
in or under any lands in the Northern Region, or divert or impound water for 
the purposes of mining operations. 

[Amended b y the Togoland (Assimilation of Law) Act, 1958, No.54 ] 

3. An y person contravening the provisions of the last preceding subsection 
shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding twelve months, or to both such fine and imprisonment and the court 
before which such person is convicted may order the forfeiture of all minerals 
obtained by such person, or, if such minerals cannot be forfeited, of such a 
sum as the court shall assess as the value of such minerals. 

S. 9. Chie f Inspector of Mines. 

The President may appoint an officer to be called the Chief Inspector of 
Mines who shall have the general supervision of the exercise of Mining rights 
in the Northern Region. 
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[Amended b y the Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960, C.A.8 and 
the Togoland (Assimilation of Law) Act, 1958, No.54] 

S.10. Inspector s of Mines. 

The President may from time to time appoint Inspectors, who shall perform 
such duties as the President, or the Chief Inspector of Mines, with the approval 
of the President, shall assign to them. 

[Amended b y the Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960, C.A.8] 

S.11. Powe r of Officers. 

The Chief Inspector of Mines, or any officer duly authorised by him in 
that behalf, and every Inspector, at all reasonable times by day or night, but 
so as not unreasonably to impede or obstruct work in progress, may: 

(i) enter, inspect, and examine any land on which prospecting or mining 
operations are being conducted , or which is the subject of a 
prospecting right, exclusive prospecting licence, mining lease, or 
special mining lease; 

(ii) examine into and make enquiry respecting the condition and ventilation 
of any mine or workings thereof and any building connected with 
prospecting or mining activity and all matters relating to the safety 
and health of persons employed therein; 

... (vi) exercise all powers necessary for carrying this Ordinance into effect. 

S.12. N o action lies against officers for action done in the execution of their 
duties. 

No action or other legal proceeding whatsoever, civil or criminal, shall 
be instituted in any Court against the Chief Inspector of Mines or any person 
acting under his authority, or any Inspector for or on account of or in 
respect of anything done in good faith and in the execution or intended 
execution of his duty under this Ordinance. 

S.18. Prospectin g right privileges. 

1. Subjec t to the provisions of section 8, the holder of a prospecting right 
may: 

... (b ) whilst engaged in bona fide prospecting erect on any unoccupied land 
his camp and such buildings or machinery as may be necessary for the 
purpose of prospecting and for such purpose or for domestic purposes 
take timber and water from any land, lake, river, stream, or water-
course, situate upon any unoccupied land; 

(c) make excavations, sink shafts or wells, drive adits or levels, or dig 
trenches ; 

provided that he shall not: 

(i) divert water from any stream, river or watercourse, without the 
consent of the Chief Inspector of Mines or the District Com-
missioner in charge of the district; 

...(iii) any holder of a prospecting right failing to give any notice 
required ... shall be guilty of an offence and shall on summary 
conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds. 

S.19. Penalt y for giving false information. 

Any applicant for a prospecting licence who shall wilfully or recklessly 
give false information as to any of the matters in respect of which information 
is or may be given ... shall be guilty of an offence and on summary conviction 
be liable to a fine of one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding six months or both. 

S.21. Penalt y for giving false information. 

An applicant for an exclusive prospecting licence who shall wilfully or 
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recklessly give false information as to any of the matters in respect of which 
information is or may be required to be given ... shall be guilty of an offence 
and on summary conviction be liable to a fine of one hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to both. 

S.52. Pollutio n of water prohibited. 

No person shall in the course of mining or prospecting operations or in 
any works connected therewith pollute or permit to become polluted the water of 
any river, stream or watercourse. An y person contravening the provisions of 
this section shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding five pounds for each day during which the 
offence continues. 

S.53. Alteration s in water supply prohibited. 

1. I t shall not be lawful for any lessee of a mining lease to make or permit 
any other person to make, without the sanction of the Minister, any such 
alteration in the water supply of any lands as may prejudicially affect the 
water supply enjoyed by any other persons or lands. 

2. Wheneve r any such alteration shall have been made, the lessee benefitted 
thereby, shall in the absence of proof to the contrary be presumed to have made 
it. 

3. An y person contravening the provisions of subsection 1 shall be guilty of 
an offence, and on summary conviction be liable to the penalties provided by 
S.52. 

S.54. Preventio n of continuance or recurrence o f offence. 

Any person who offends against any of the provisions of either of the last 
two preceding sections may by order in writing be required to take action as may 
be directed to prevent a continuance or recurrence of the offence and within 
such time as may be directed by the order. Suc h order may be made by the 
Minister or by such officer as may be prescribed. 

Any person who fails to comply with any such order shall be guilty of an 
offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding ten 
pounds for each day during which such failure shall continue. 

S.56. (l ) Provisional permission to use water. 

Pending the grant of a water right for which application has been made the 
Minister may grant to the applicant on such terms as he thinks fit provisional 
permission to exercise and enjoy the powers and rights for which such 
application has been made; provided always that no such provisional permission 
shall be granted until after the expiration of one month from the date on which 
notice of the application has been published and posted in accordance with the 
provisions of section 55. 

S.58. Power s of Minister as regards overflow. 

The Minister may require a person to whom a water right has been granted 
under section 55  to permit any other mining lessee to take from the water supply 
obtained under the water right any water which is not required by the holder of 
the water right, subject to such terms and conditions as to the Minister may 
appear just, and may grant to such other lessee a water right to construct and 
maintain any pump, line of pipes, duct, flume or watercourse as may be necessary 
to convey such water to the area of his mining lease. 

S.59. Revocatio n of licence. 

The Minister may revoke any water right granted under section 55, 56 or  58 
if the holder shall commit any breach of the provisions of this Ordinance or of 
the terms and conditions of his licence. 
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S.60. Penalt y for giving false information. 

Every applicant for a water right who shall wilfully or recklessly give 
false information as to any of the matters in respect of which information is 
or may be required to be given under this Ordinance or any regulations made 
thereunder shall be guilty of an offence and on summary conviction be liable to 
a fine of one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six 
months or to both. 

S.61. Treatmen t of tailings. 

A mining lessee may be ordered to retain all or any specified class of 
tailing within the area limited by his lease. 

S.75. Penalties . 

The holder of a licence to purchase minerals who shall contravene any of 
the provisions of either of the two last preceding sections or the conditions 
of his licence shall be liable to the forfeiture of his licence in addition to 
the penalties prescribed by S.84. 

S.84. Genera l penalty. 

Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall 
be guilty of an offence and in the case of an offence for which no penalty is 
expressly provided shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six 
months, or to both. 

S.85. Powe r to make regulations. 

1. Th e Governor ma y make regulations for all or any of the following 
purposes: 

(a) the manner in which applications for prospecting rights, water rights 
exclusive prospecting licences, mining leases and special mining 
leases shall be made and the form to be used; 

... (k ) the registration in the office of the Commissioner of Lands of ... 
water rights ... 

(v) preventing the pollution of waters, springs, streams, rivers or lakes; 

... (ae) the disposal of overburden, tailings and waste matter and of any 
poisonous or noxious products, the result of mining operations; 

(af) generally for carrying into effect the purposes of this Ordinance. 

2. Th e Governor ma y attach to the breach of any regulation made under sub-
section 1 a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds or six months imprisonment or 
both and, in the case of a second or subsequent breach of the same regulation, 
a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or twelve months imprisonment or 
both. 

Minerals (Northern Territories) Regulations, 1954 revised, Gap.155 

First Schedule 

Form L - Application for a Water Right. 

11. Particular s of the length and width of: 

(a) the proposed watercourse; 

(b) that portion of the proposed watercourse outside land held under a 
mining lease by the applicant or his employers or in respect of which 
permission to mine has been given to the applicant or his employers; 

(c) that portion of the proposed watercourse within the boundaries of land 
held by any person other than the applicant under a mining lease or 
in respect of which any such person has applied for a mining lease and 
been granted permission to mine. 
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12. Particular s of mining areas through which it is proposed to divert 
the water. 

13. Particular s of the position of any dam or reservoir proposed to be 
constructed and the area that will be covered by the impounded water. 

14. Particular s of any pumping station, and, if on ground other than that held 
under lease by the applicant or his employers, the area to be occupied by 
such pumping station. 

15. Whethe r or not the water diverted will be returned to the river, stream or 
watercourse from which it was derived. 

16. Particular s of the maximum and minimum flow of water required in cubic 
feet per second, and if for hydraulicing, the estimated pressure in lbs. 
per square inch at point of delivery and the horse power that will be 
developed respectively. 

17. A  plan on a suitable scale showing the proposed watercourse, the position 
of any dam, reservoir or pumping station and the boundaries of any mining 
areas traversed (attached). 

18. Particular s of the area or areas in respect of which the water right is 
required. 

19. Particular s of the methods proposed to be used for conveyance of the water. 

Form M - Water Right. 

3. Th e licence and authority hereinbefore granted is subject to the following 
conditions : 

... 6. th e licence will in any respects observe and comply with the 
provisions of any existing Ordinance or law ... where the same 
shall apply or relate in any respect to the exercise of the 
licence and authority hereby granted or to anything herein 
contained. 

Radioactive Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Gap.151 

An Ordinance to regulate and control prospecting and mining for radioactive 
minerals and the export thereof and for purposes connected therewith. 

S. 6. Expor t restricted. 

The grant of a licence or permit shall be in the absolute discretion of the 
Governor who shall be under no obligation to assign any reason for refusing the 
grant thereof. 

S. 7. Gran t of licence or permit discretionary. 

Every licence and permit shall contain such terms and conditions as the 
Governor may think fit to impose. 

S. 9. Offences . 

1. Ever y person who : 

(a) prospects for or mines, or attempts to prospect for or mine, any radio-
active mineral within the Gold Coast without a licence; or 

(b) being the holder of a licence, prospects for or mines, or attempts to 
prospect for or mine, any radioactive mineral within the Gold Coast 
otherwise that in accordance with any term or condition of his licence; 
or 

(c) being a licence holder of a licence, fails to comply with the require-
ments of S.5 of this Ordinance; or 

(d) exports, or attempts to export, from the Gold Coast any radioactive 
mineral without a permit; or 

(e) being the holder of a permit, exports, or attempts to export from the 
Gold Coast any radioactive mineral otherwise than in accordance with any 
term or condition of his permit; or 
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(f) obtains, or attempts to obtain, a licence or permit by means of any 
false statement or representation, 

shall upon summary conviction, be liable to imprisonment for twelve months or to 
a fine of five hundred pounds or to both imprisonment and fine. 

2. Th e Court before which any person is convicted of an offence under sub-
section (l) of this section shall order the forteiture to the Republic (Her 
Majesty) of any radioactive mineral or prospecting or mining apparatus derived 
from, or employed in the commission of, any act in respect of which such person 
was convicted. 

S.10. Power s of examination. 

1. An y police officer not below the rank of sargeant and any senior officer of 
the Mines Department, any senior officer of the Geological Survey Department and 
any other officer or class of officers authorised in writing by the Minister in 
that behalf, may, for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this Ordinance, 
without warrant or other legal process: 

(a) enter and search any place where he has reasonable grounds for 
suspecting that an offence under this Ordinance has been or is about 
to be committed; 

(b) search any person whom he has reasonable grounds for suspecting to have 
committed, or to be about to commit, an offence under this Ordinance; 

(c) arrest any person whom he has reasonable grounds for suspecting to have 
committed, or to be about to commit, an offence under this Ordinance; 

(d) seize any radioactive mineral or prospecting or mining apparatus 
connected with which he has reasonable grounds to suspect to be, or to 
be about to be, derived from, or employed in, the commission of an 
offence under this Ordinance. 

2. Wher e any person is arrested, or any radioactive mineral or prospecting or 
mining apparatus is seized, under the provisions of sub-section (i) of this 
section, such person, mineral and apparatus shall, as soon as practicable, be 
brought before the nearest Magistrate. 

3. Ever y person who obstructs, or attempts to obstruct, whether actively or 
passively, any officer in the execution, or pruported execution, of his duties 
under this section, shall be liable upon summary conviction, to imprisonment for 
six months or to a fine of one hundred pounds or to both such imprisonment and 
fine. 

S.11. Powe r of Governor to vary Schedule. 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to absolve any person from 
compliance with the provisions and requirement of ... the Minerals Ordinance, the 
Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance ... 

The Minister may make such regulations for giving better effect to the 
provisions of this Ordinance as he may deem to be necessary or expedient. 

S.12. Saving . 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to absolve any person from 
compliance with the provisions and requirements of the Concessions Ordinance, 
the Minerals Ordinance, the Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance and the Customs 
Laws as that expression is defined in section 3 of the Customs Ordinance. 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126 

An Act to provide for the vesting of the ownership and control of minerals through-
out Ghana in the President on behalf of the Republic of Ghana in trust for the people of 
Ghana, to enable the President to issue prospecting, mining, dredging and water licences, 
to repeal the Mineral Oil Pre-emption Ordinance (Cap.154) and certain provisions of the 
Minerals Ordinance (Cap. 155) and of the Tema Town and Port (Acquisition of Land) 

73 



Ordinance, 1952 (No.38) and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental 
thereto. 

S. 2. Presiden t to grant mining licences, etc. 

1. Th e President, sibject to this Act and any other enactment, may after 
holding such enquiry as may be prescribed: 

(a) grant, upon payment of the appropriate rents and royalties and 

compliance with such conditions as may be prescribed, licences for: 

(i) prospecting minerals; 

(ii) dredging rivers, streams or watercourses; 

(iii) winning or obtaining minerals from any land; and 
(iv) obtaining, diverting, impounding or conveying water from any river, 

stream or watercourse for mining or other industrial purposes. 

S. 9. Furnishin g of information and documents. 

1. Th e Minister may for the purposes of this Act require in writing any person 
to furnish him, within the period specified in his request, such information and 
documents as may be mentioned therein... 

3. Ever y person contravening the proceeding provisions of this section shall, 
on conviction by a court of competent jurisdiction, be guilty of an offence 
which shall be a misdemeanour, and shall in addition to any other punishment 
imposed by that Court, be liable to a fine of £G100 for every day in which he 
has been in default, such default to be deemed to commence one week after the 
date of the receipt of the reques t of the Minister referred to in subsection (l). 

S.10. Offence s by bodies of persons. 

In the case of an offence under this Act committed by a body of persons: 

(a) where the body of persons is a body corporate, every director and 
officer of that body corporate shall be guilty of that offence; and 

(b) where the body of persons is a firm, every partner of that firm shall 
be deemed to be guilty of that offence. 

provided that no such person shall be guilty of that offence if he proves that 
the offence was committed without his knowledge or that he exercised due 
diligence to prevent the commission of the offence. 

S.11. Regulations . 

1. Th e President may be legislative instrument, make regulations prescribing 
the form and terms of licences under this Act. 

2. Subjec t to the provisions of subsection (l) the Minister may by legislative 
instrument make such regulations as may be necessary for giving effect to the 
purposes and provisions of this Act. 

S.13. Repeals . 

S.55 of the Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Gap.155 

1. I f it shall appear necessary for the proper working of the area of any 
mining lease the Minister may, on such terms as he may think proper and subject 
to such conditions as may be prescribed, grant to the lessee in such area, a 
licence (which shall be known as a water right) to obtain and convey from any 
river, stream or watercourse outside the area of his lease such volume of water 
as may be required for the purposes of mining within his area, and for such 
purpose to occupy such land as may be required for a dam, reservoir, or pumping 
station, and for the conveyance of such water to the mining area by means of 
pipes, ducts, flumes, furrows or otherwise. 

3. Provide d always that: 

(b) no such water right shall be granted if it is shown to the satisfaction 
of the Minister that the exercise thereof will prejudically affect any 
existing right in or over the water supply to which it relates, unless 
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the applicant shall pay to the person whose rights will be prejudically 
affected such compensation as may be agreed upon between the parties or 
as may be determined by arbitration under the provisions of the 
Arbitration Ordinance. 

[S.55 wa s repealed by S.13, 126/62: "provided that any statutory instrument 
made under those provisions and in force immediately before the commencement 
of this Act shall, until such instrument is altered, revoked or otherwise 
modified under this Act, continue in force as if such instrument had. been 
made under this Act." ] 

Minerals (Oil and Gas) Regulations, 1963, L.I.258 

S.15. Pollutio n of water, 

A licensee under a winning licence shall so conduct his operations as to 
ensure, so far as is practicable, that no water (whether underground of on the 
surface) is polluted thereby, or if such water is polluted, that the harmful 
effects of the pollution are abated or, if abatement is not practicable, that 
compensation of an amount assessed by the Minister (being an amount equal to the 
cost of furnishing an alternative supply of water) is paid to the persons 
suffering loss as a result of the pollution. 

Minerals Regulations, 1963. L.I.253 

S. 9. Avoidanc e of doubt. 

For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that nothing in the 
principal regulations or in these regulations shall relieve any person of the 
necessity of complying with the requirements of any other enactment relating to: 

... (b ) the obtaining or use of water for any purpose. 

Minerals Regulations, 1962, L.I.231 

S.ll. Dredgin g licences, and licences to win minerals. 

1. N o licence to dredge rivers, streams or watercourses, or to win or obtain 
minerals, shall be granted for a term exceeding sixty years, or: 

(a) in the case of the first-mentioned licence, in respect of a distance 
exceeding twenty miles; 

(b) in the case of the last-mentioned licence, in respect of an area 
exceeding twenty square miles, 

and the aggregate distance or area in respect of which licences referred to in 
paragraph (a) or (b) are granted to any one person shall not exceed respectively 
sixty miles or sixty square miles. 

2. N o such licence shall be granted unless or until: 

(a) the land or watercourse (including rivers and streams) to which the 
proposed licence will relate has been surveyed in accordance with 
section 6 of the Survey Act, 1962 (Act 127); and 

(b) the requirements of any enactment relating to fees for surveys have been 
complied with. 

S.15. Executio n of licences. 

First Schedule 

Form 4 - Application for a Water Licence. 

... 13 . Particulars of water rights desired (length and width of artificial 
watercourses, details of pumping stations, etc.) 

14. Whether water would be polluted and, if so, particulars of proposed 
purification plant. 

15. Whether purification plant would make used water suitable for human or 
animal consumption or for watering of crops. 
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16. Whether water is to be returned and, if so, in what state. 

17. Particulars of disposal of water if purification impossible. 

18. Particulars of diversions.' 

19. Particulars of dams or reservoirs and approximate area to be covered 
"by impounded water. 

20. Particulars of amount of water required per second in cubic feet 
(maximum and minimum flow); and if for hydrosluicing, the estimated 
pressure in lbs. per square inch at point of delivery, and horse power 
that will be developed. 

21. A plan, related to a topographical map, showing proposed installations 
and description, related to a topographical map, of area or areas 
required. 

22. Particulars of methods to be used for conveyance of water ... . 

P L A N N I N G 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, No.32 

An Ordinance to provide for the better utilisation of land in designated areas by 
land planning and soil conservation and for the establishment of committees for purposes 
incidental thereto. 

[Amended b y the Land Planning and Soil Conservation (Amendment) Act, 1957 , No.35 ] 

S. 3.  Declaratio n of areas in designated area to be planning areas. 

The Minister may, for the purposes of preserving land, reclaiming land and 
protecting water resources, by Order declare any area within a designated area 
to be a planning area. 

S.4. Establishmen t of planning committees. 

1. Th e Minister may, for the purposes set out in S.3 of this Ordinance, by 
Order establish a planning committee for any planning area. 

2. Suc h order shall: 

(a) appoint or provide for the appointment of, persons to be members of the 
planning committee ... ; 

(b) prescribe the minimum number of persons who may constitute a quorum of 
the planning committee; 

(c) ... appoint Chairman ...; 

(d) prescribe the functions of the planning committee. 

3. Th e validity of any proceedings or acts of a planning committee shall not be 
affected by any vacancy amongst the members thereof or by any defect in the 
appointment thereof. 

S. 5.  Incorporatio n of planning committees. 

Every planning committee established under the provisions of S.4 of this 
Ordinance shall be a body corporate having perpetual succession and a common seal 
and power to hold land and sue and be sued. 

S. 7. Powe r of planning committee to enter upon land and construct and maintain works. 

1. Th e Governor in Council may by Order authorise members and employees of a 
planning committee, generally, and such other persons as the Order may specify to 
enter any lands, situate within the planning area for which the committee was 
established, and to construct and maintain thereon such works as the committee 
may deem necessary for: 
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(a) the protection of the source, course and feeders of any stream or 
river; 

(b) the disposal and control of water, including storm water; 

(c) the mitigation or prevention of soil erosion; 

(d) the reclamation of land; 

(e) the utilisation of swamp land; or 

(f) the utilisation of land or water to promote or increase food production. 

[Amended b y the Land Planning and Soil Conservation (Amendment) Act, 1957, 
No.35] 

2. A n Order made under the provisions of subsection 1 of this section may lay 
down conditions subject to which such power of entry may be exercised. 

S. 8. Establishmen t of coordinating committee. 

The Minister may by Order establish a coordinating committee to coordinate 
the work and policy of two or more planning committees. 

S. 9. Power s of coordinating committee to enter upon land. 

Any member of a coordinating committee may, subject to compliance with such 
conditions as the Minister may impose, enter on any land situate within a plan-
ning area for the purposes of exercising or carrying out the functions conferred 
on the committee by the provision of an Order made under S.8 of this Ordinance. 

S.ll. Powe r to make regulations. 

1. Th e Governor in Council may make regulations for all or any of the 
following purposes: 

(a) prohibiting, regulating and controlling: 

... (ii) the grazing or watering of livestock. 

(b) requiring, regulating and controlling: 

... (ii) the protection of slopes, of banks of streams and rivers and of 
dams ; 

... (iv) the repairing of gullies; and 

(v) the maintenance and repair of artificial dams, reservoirs or other 
water conservation devices; and 

(c) generally for carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

[See unde r WATERCOURSES for details of the following-: ] 

S.14. Authorit y to have local government functions and planning powers over Akosombo 
township and lakeside area. 

[See subsectio n 3, page 89] 

S.27. Fillin g of the lake and acquisition of land. 

[See subsection s 2, (b), (c), (d), page 89] 

S.29. Resettlemen t measures. [pag e 89] 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126 

[See unde r MINING for details, especially of the preamble, pages 73,74 ] 
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Irrigation Development Authority Decree, 1977, S.M.C.D.85 

[See unde r IRRIGATION for details of the following: ] 

S. 2. Function s of the Authority. 

[See subsection s (d) and (e), page 63] 

P O L L U T I O N 

Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance, 1905 (1951 revised), Gap.153 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

S.11. Regulations . 

[See subsectio n 1, (c) and (n), page 65] 

Mining Rights Regulations, 1954 revised, Gap.153 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

S.10. Wate r containing injurious matter. [pag e 65] 

S.201. Pollutio n of underground workings. [pag e 66] 

S.203. Tailing s used for filling. [pag e 66] 

S.204. Stagnan t water to be drained off. [pag e 66] 

Mining Regulations, 1970, L.I.665 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

S.44. Wate r containing injurious matter. [pag e 66] 

Forest Orders 

[See unde r FORESTS for details of the following Forest Orders which prohibit the use 
of poiso: ] 

Forests (Subim Forest Reserve) Order, 1956, L.N.126, page 56 
Forests (Proposed Gambaga Scarp West Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.223,page 56 
Forests (Morago East Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.241, pages 56,57 
Forests (Chai River Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.246, page 5 7 
Forests (Desiri Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.I of 1958, page 57 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Gap.155 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

S.52. Pollutio n of water prohibited. [pag e 70] 

S.61. Treatmen t of tailings. [pag e 71] 

S.85. Powe r of Governor to make regulations. 

[See subsectio n 1, (v), (ae), page 71] 
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Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

[See unde r WATERCOURSES for details of the following :] 

S.ll. Flo w of water and flooding. 

[See subsectio n 1 (a), page 88] 

Wildlife Reserves Regulations, 1971, L.I.710 

[See unde r WILDLIFE for details of the following: ] 

S. 4.  Protectio n of amenities. 

[See subsectio n (b), page 92] 

Minerals (Oil and Gas) Regulations, 1963, L.I.258 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following :] 

S.15. Pollutio n of water. [page  75] 

Atomic Energy Commission Act, 1963, Act 204 

An Act to establish an Atomic Energy Commission for Ghana, to make provision as to 
their powers, duties, rights and liabilities, and for purposes connected with the 
matters aforesaid. 

S. 1. Th e Ghana Atomic Energy Commission. 

1. Ther e shall be a Management Committee comprising such persons as the 
National Redemption Council may from time to time appoint, charged with the 
exercise of all functions of the Atomic Energy Commission under the Atomic Energy 
Commission Act, 1963. 

S. 2. Function s of the Commission. 

1. O n the coming into operation of this Act the Commission shall take over 
from the Atomic Energy Committee all activities then being carried on by that 
Committee and shall assume sole responsibility in Ghana for all matters relating 
to the peaceful uses of atomic energy, and the said Committee shall cease to 
exist. 

2. Th e Commission shall have power: 

... (c ) to make proposals to the Government for legislation in the field of 
atomic energy. 

3. Fo r the purposes of the exercise and performance of their functions under 
this Act the Commission may acquire and dispose of land and other property and 
may enter into contracts and other transactions. 

S. 7. Dut y of the Commission to prevent nuclear damage. 

1. I t shall be the duty of the Commission to secure that no nuclear damage 
results from: 

(a) anything on any premises occupied by them (whether such damage is 
suffered on such premises or elsewhere); or 

(b) anything which is in the course of carriage on their behalf to or from 
such premises; or 

(c) any waste discharged (in whatever form) on or from such premises. 

provided that the liability of the Commission for nuclear damage under paragraph 
(b) of this subsection shall be subject to the terms of any agreement relating 
to the carriage referred to in that paragraph. 
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S.10. Regulations . 

The President may, by legislative instrument, make regulations for giving 
effect to the provisions of this Act and in particular, but without prejudice to 
the generality of the foregoing words, any regulations made under this section 
may make provision for: 

(c) regulating and controlling the disposal of waste on or from any 
premises on which there is a nuclear installation; and 

(d) securing the maintenance of an efficient system for detecting and 
recording the presence and intensity of any ionising radiations from 
anything discharged on or from such premises, or from anything in the 
course of carriage to or from such premises. 

S.11. Interpretation . 

'Nuclear damage' means the death of or injury to any person or any loss of 
or damage to property which results from the radioactive properties, or from a 
combination of such properties with the toxic, explosive or other hazardous 
properties, of nuclear fuel or radioactive products or waste. 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235 

An Act to enable effect to be given to the International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 1954, and otherwise to make new provision for 
preventing the pollution of the sea and of navigable waters by oil. 

S. 3.  Discharg e of oil into Ghanaian waters. 

2. Thi s section applies to the following waters, that is to say: 

(a) the whole of the sea within the seaward limits of the territorial 
waters of Ghana; and 

(b) all other waters (including inland waters) which are within those 
limits and are navigable by sea-going ships. 

S. 6. Penaltie s for offences under sections 1, 3 and 5. 

A person guilty of an offence under S.l or S.3, or under the last preceding 
section, shall, on conviction on indictment, or on summary conviction, be liable 
to a fine, 

provided that an offence shall not by virtue of this section be punishable on 
summary conviction by a fine exceeding one thousand pounds. 

S.10. Offence s under sections 7, 8 and 9. 

1. I f any person fails to comply with any requirements imposed by or under S.7, 
S.8 or S.9 he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
five hundred pounds, and if any person makes an entry in any records kept under 
S.7 or S.8 which is to his knowledge false or misleading in any material parti-
cular, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five 
hundred pounds, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to 
both. 

S.14. Power s of inspection. 

1. Th e Minister may appoint any person as an inspector to report to him: 

(a) whether the prohibitions, restrictions and obligations imposed by 
virtue of this Act (including prohibitions so imposed by the creation 
of offences under this Act) have been complied with; 

(b) what measures (other than measures made obligatory by regulations under 
S.5 of this Act) have been taken to prevent the escape of oil and 
mixtures containing oil; 

(c) whether the oil reception facilities provided in ports are adequate; 

and any such inspector may be so appointed to report either in a particular case 
or in a class of cases specified in his appointment. 
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4. Withou t prejudice to any powers exercisable by virtue of the preceding 
provisions of this section, in the case of a vessel which is for the time being 
in a port in Ghana the harbour master, and any other person appointed by the 
Minister under this subsection (either generally or in relation to a particular 
vessel), shall have power: 

(a) to go on board and inspect the vessel or any part thereof or any of the 
machinery, boats, equipment or articles on board the vessel, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the circumstances relating to an alleged 
disclosure of oil or a mixture containing oil from the vessel into the 
waters of the port; 

(b) to require the production of any records which by virtue of S.7 and S.8 
of this Act are required to be kept in respect of that vessel; 

(c) to copy an entry in any such records, and require the person by whom 
the records are kept to certify the copy as a true copy of the entry; 

provided that a person exercising any powers conferred by this subsection shall 
not unnecessarily detain or delay the vessel from proceeding on any voyage. 

5. I f any person fails to comply with any requirement duly made in pursuance 
of paragraph (b) (production of records) or paragraph (c) (keeping of records) 
of the last preceding subsection, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding ten pounds, and if any person wilfully obstructs a person 
acting in the exercise of any power conferred by virtue of this section, he 
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

S.15. Prosecutions . 

1. I n respect of any of the following offences, that is to say: 

(a) any offence under S.3 of this Act ... 

(b) any offence under S.8 of this Act ... 

(c) any offence in relation to such a port under S.12 of this Act; and 

(d) any offence under the last preceding section ... 

no proceedings shall be brought except by or with the consent of the Attorney-
General, or by the Port Authority concerned, 

provided that the Minister, or a person authorised by any general or special 
directions of the Minister, may bring proceedings for any such offence as is 
mentioned in paragraph (a) of this subsection. 

2. I n respect of any other offence alleged to have been committed under this 
Act, no proceedings shall be brought except by or with the consent of the 
Attorney-General, or by the Minister or a person authorised by any general or 
special directions of the Minister, 

3. where , immediately before the date which (apart from this subsection) would 
be the date of expiry of the time for bringing proceedings in a court of summary 
jurisdiction in respect of an offence alleged to have been committed under this 
Act, the person to be charged is outside Ghana, the time for bringing the 
proceedings shall be extended until the end of the period of two months beginning 
with the date on which he next enters Ghana. 

4. Proceeding s for any offence under this Act may (without prejudice to any 
jurisdiction exerciseable apart from this subsection) be taken against a person 
at any place at which he is for the time being. 

S.16. Enforcemen t and application of fines. 

1. Wher e a fine imposed by a Court in proceedings against the owner or master 
of a vessel for an offence under this Act is not paid at the time ordered by the 
Court, the Court shall, in addition to any other powers for enforcing payment, 
have power to direct the amount remaining unpaid to be levied by distress or 
pounding and sale of the vessel, her tackle and apparel. 

2. Wher e a person is convicted of an offence under S.l or S.3 of this Act, and 
the Court imposes a fine in respect of the offence, then if it appears to the 
Court that any person has incurred, or will incur, expenses in removing any 
pollution, or making good any damage, which is attributable to the offence, the 
Court may order the whole or part of the fine to be paid to that person for or 
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towards defraying those expenses. 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act,' 1965, Act 310 

[See unde r SANITATION for details of the following: ] 

S.14. Regulations . 

[See subsectio n (e), page 84] 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

/"See under FORESTS for details of the following: ] 

S. 1. Fores t offences. 

/"See subsection 1 (g), page 59] 

S A N I T A T I O N 

Mining Rights Regulations, 1954 revised, Cap.153 

/"See under MINING for details of the following: ] 

S.137. Sanitar y conveniences. 

[See subsection s 1 to 6, pages 65,66 ] 

S.201. Pollutio n of underground workings. [pag e 66] 

S.202. Responsibilit y for sanitary conditions. [pag e 66] 

Mining Health Areas Ordinance, 1926 (1951 revised), Cap.150 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

Preamble. [pag e 67 ] 

S. 4. Regulations . 

[See subsection s (c) , (d), page 67] 

Mining Health Orders, 1954 revised, Cap.150 

[See unde r MINING and also under section headings (page 67) ] 

S.25. Refuse , sewage and waste. [pag e 68] 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965» Act 310 

An Act to establish and incorporate the Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation, to 
provide for its functions and maintenance, to repeal the Waterworks Ordinance (Cap.67) 
and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

S. 2. Object s of Corporation. 

1. Th e objects of the corporation shall be: 

(a) the provision, distribution and conservation of the supply of water 
in Ghana for public, domestic and industrial purposes; and 

82 



(b) the establishment, operation and control of sewerage systems of such 
purposes. 

2. Withou t prejudice to the generality of subsection 1, the powers of the 
Corporation shall include, in relation to all or any of the aforesaid objects: 

(a) the preparation of long-term plans in consultation with the appropriate 
coordinating authority established by the President; 

(b) the conduct of research relative to water, sewerage and connected 
subjects; 

(c) the making of engineering surveys and plans; 

(d) the construction and operation of works; 

(e) the setting of standards relative to water supply and sewerage in 
collaboration with appropriate authorities selected for the purposes of 
this Act by the President; 

(f) the determination of adequate rates, charges or fees, and effective 
methods for collection thereof, for water and sewerage furnished to all 
classes of users; and 

(g) the conduct of other related or incidental activities. 

3. Fo r the purposes of carrying out any of its objects the Corporation may, 
by its Officers, other employees or agents: 

(a) after giving notice to the owner or occupier of any land or premises, 
enter upon any such land or premises and therein dig trenches, lay 
pipes and do other acts reasonably necessary for carrying out such 
objects; and 

(b) enter any road or place to which the public have access for carrying 
out such objects, 

provided that the Corporation shall do as little damage as possible in the 
exercise of its powers under this section, and shall compensate for any damage 
caused by the exercise of such powers, and the liability for, and the amount of, 
the compensation shall, in case of difference, be settled in accordance with the 
provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1961 (Act 38). 

S. 3. Board . 

... 2 . Th e Board shall consist of: 

(a) a Chairman who shall be appointed by the National Liberation Council; 

(b) the person appointed as the Managing Director of the Corporation by the 
National Liberation Council, or his representative; 

(c) the Principal Secretary of the Ministry responsible for the Corporation, 
or his representative; 

(d) the Principal Secretary of the Ministry of Economic Affairs, or his 
representative; and 

(e) three other persons all of whom shall be appointed by the National 
Liberation Council. 

[Amended b y the Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965 (Amendment) 
Decree, 1969 , N.L.C.D.391 ] 

S.l4. Regulations . 

The Board may, with the approval of the Minister, by legislative instrument, 
make regulations: 

(a) in respect of such matters as are required under this Act to be 
prescribed ; 

(b) fixing water rates, sewerage charges, and other fees necessary for 
giving effect to any matter specified in this Act; 

(c) for the prevention of the waste of water; 

(d) for the suspension of water supply; 
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(e) for the prevention of the pollution of water; 

(f) for the inspection of any appliances whereby or in connection with which 
water is supplied or sewerage systems are established; 

(h) for any other matter for carrying out the principles and provisions 
of this Act. 

S.15. Relation s with local authorities, etc. 

... 2 . Th e Corporation shall have preference over other authorities in the use of 
water resources for public, domestic and industrial purposes and if there is any 
doubt as to the meaning of the expression "public, domestic and industrial 
purposes" in section 2 of this Act, such doubt shall be resolved by the Minister 
whose decision shall be final. 

Water Charges Regulations, 1980, L.I.1255 

S. 5.  Offence s and penalties. 

Any person who* 

(a) without the authority of the Corporation makes any connection to any 
installation for the supply of water; 

(b) tempers with any installation for the supply of water; 

(c) without the authority of the Corporation reconnects any supply of water 
which has been cut off under sub-regulation (2) of regulation 3» or 

(d) incites any person to refuse to pay any water charges which that person 
is liable to apy under regulation 1 of these Regulations; 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding ¢1,000 or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding twelve months or to 
both. 

Environmental Protection Council Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.239 

[See unde r ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION for details of the following: ] 

S. 3.  Compositio n and terms of office of members of the Council. 

[See subsectio n 1 (i), page 50] 

Irrigation Development Authority Decree, 1977t S.M.C.D.85 

[See unde r IRRIGATION for details of the following: ] 

S. 3. Th e Board. 

[See subsectio n 2 (h), page 64] 

N.B. Th e Ghana Towns Ordinance, 1892 (1951 revised), Cap.86 treated pools, water-
courses, etc. in towns polluted by sewerage as nuisances that must be abated. 

W A T E R C O U R S E S 

Rivers Ordinance. 1903 (1951 revised). Cap.226 

An Ordinance to regulate the use of certain rivers in the Gold Coast. 

S. 3. River s may be added to Schedule 1. 

It shall be lawful for the President t o add to the rivers specified in 
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Schedule 1 the name of any other running water; 

provided that no such addition shall be deemed to be part of the said Schedule 
until the expiration of two months from the publication thereof in the Gazette. 

S. 4 . Exten t of rivers may be defined. 
* 

It shall be lawful for the President t o define the extent of any river to 
which this Ordinance shall apply ... . 

S. 5.  Dredgin g in river to be licensed. Schedul e 2, Form A, Form B. 

It shall not be lawful to dredge in any river without a licence from the 
Minister, which shall be in one of the forms in Schedule 2. An y person 
dredging in a river without a licence or contrary to the terms on the face of 
this licence, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding fifty pounds for every day during which the offence continues. 

S. 8. Contravenin g dredging regulations. 

Any person who shall act in contravention of any of the regulations endorsed 
upon the licence under which he dredges shall be guilty of an offence, and shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds, and the holder of the 
licence shall be liable for any damage which may have arisen in consequence of 
such contravention. I n this and the following section non-compliance with any 
lawful order, direction or notice given under the regulations endorsed upon a 
licence shall be deemed a contravention of such regulations. 

S. 9. Cancellatio n of dredging licence. 

Where in any prosecution under this Ordinance it is proved that the terms 
on the face of, or the regulations endorsed on, a dredging licence have been 
contravened it shall be lawful for the Divisional Court or Magistrate's Court, 
subject to the approval of the Minister, to cancel such licence in addition to 
imposing any penalty prescribed by the Ordinance. 

S.10. Licenc e to divert water. 

It shall not be lawful to pump, divert, or by any means cause water to flow 
from any river for purposes of irrigation, or for mines, factories, or other 
commercial or industrial purposes whatsoever, or to generate power without a 
licence from the Minister, which shall be in Form D in Schedule 2, and shall be 
subject to such terms and conditions as the Minister may think fit. 

Any person contravening the provisions of this section shall be guilty of 
an offence, and shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds for every 
day on which it occurs. 

S.11. Penalt y for contravention of licence. 

If any person who has obtained a licence under the last preceding section 
shall act in contravention of any of the terms or conditions thereof he shall 
be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds for every day on which it occurs, and it shall be lawful for the Court in 
addition to imposing any penalty to cancel such licence. 

S.12. Steame r licences. 

1. Th e master of every steam vessel on a river shall take out a licence for 
such vessel. 

... 3.  Th e master of any steam vessel who fails to comply with this section shall 
be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five 
pounds. 

S.13. Regulations . 

1. Th e President ma y from time to time make regulations: 

(a) generally for the purpose of protecting and improving the navigability 
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of any river; 

(b) with respect to vessels on any river; 

(c) with respect to the use of any river for the transport of floating 
timber; 

(d) for the regulation and control of fishing in any river; 

(e) for regulating the traffic on any river; and 

(f) generally for better carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance, 

and may for the breach of any such regulation impose a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds. 

S.14. Penalties . 

Any person wilfully or negligently failing to comply with any one or more 
of the provisions of these Regulations or any conditions of any certificate 
issued under these Regulations, shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding ten pounds in respect of every such offence. 

S.15. Procedure . 

All offences under this Ordinance shall be dealt with summarily and may be 
heard before a Magistrate. 

Schedule 1 - Rivers to which this Ordinance applies. 

Schedule 2 - Licences. 

Schedule 3 - Regulations to be endorsed on Dredging Licences. 

1. Definitio n of Inspector. 

2. Notic e of commencement of dredging. 

3. Metho d of working, 

4. Obstructin g of navigation prohibited. 

5. Tailings . 

6. Remova l of deposits. 

7. Protectio n of river bed and banks. 

8. Dredgin g of tributary affecting main river. 

9. Liabilit y of licensee. 

10. Settlemen t of disputes as to regulations. 

Schedule 4 - Fees. 
* 
Amended by the Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960, C.A.8. 

Rivers Regulations, 1954 revised, Cap.226 

River Traffic Regulations 

S.19. Penalty . 

Any person guilty of a breach of any of the provisions of these Regulations 
shall be liable for each offence to a fine not exceeding five pounds. 

Traffic and Floating Timber on the Ankobra 

S.10. Condition s or refusal of licence. 

The Government Agent may attach to any such licence any conditions which he 
may think desirable, or may refuse to issue a licence without offering any 
reason therefor. 

S.14. Penalties . 

Any person wilfully or negligently failing to comply with any one or more 
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of the provisions of these Regulations or any conditions of any certificate 
issued under these Regulations, shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding ten pounds in respect of any such offence. 

Ofin River Regulations 

S. 5. Penalty . 

Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of these Regulations shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five pounds. 

Pra River Regulations 

S. 3. Permi t to float logs. 

No person shall float a log or logs down the river unless he shall have 
first obtained a permit to do so from the Government Agent through whose district 
the river flows. Suc h permit shall be issued free of charge and at the absolute 
discretion of the Agent concerned and shall be subject to such conditions as he 
may think fit to impose. 

S. 9. Penalty . 

Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of these Regulations shall 
be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

Minerals (Northern Territories) Regulations, 1954 revised, Gap.155 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

Form L - Application for a Water Right. 

/""See subsections 11 and 17, pages 7l,72 ] 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, No.32 

[See unde r PLANNING for details of the following: ] 

S, 7. Powe r of planning committee to enter upon land and construct and maintain works. 

[See subsection s 1, (a), (b), (d), (e), page 77] 

S.ll. Powe r to make regulations. [pag e 77 ] 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act.46 

An Act to provide for the establishment of an Authority charged with the duties of 
generating electricity by means of the water power of the river Volta, and by other 
means, and of supplying electricity through a transmission system; for the construction 
of a dam and power station near Akosombo, and for the creation of a lake by the damming 
of the river; for giving the Authority power to administer certain lands liable to be 
inundated and lands adjacent thereto, and for dealing with the resettlement of people 
living in the lands to be inundated; for charging the Authority with certain incidental 
responsibilities; and for purposes connected with the matters aforesaid. 

S. 1. Establishmen t of the Authority. 

There shall be established an authority to be called the Volta River 
Authority (referred to in this Act as the Authority) charged with the duties and 
responsibilities hereinafter specified. 

S. 2. Statu s of the Authority. 

The Authority shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a 
common seal which shall be officially and judicially noticed, and may sue and be 
sued in its corporate name, and for and in connection with the purposes of this 
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Act may acquire and dispose of land and personal property and enter into 
contracts and other transactions. 

S.10. Primar y functions of the Authority. 

1. Subjec t to the provisions of this Act it shall be the duty of the Authority 
to plan, execute and manage the Volta River Development which comprises: 

(a) the generation of electrical power for the operation of an aluminium 
industry, and for general industrial and domestic uses in Ghana ... ; 

(b) the construction and operation of a transmission system for the 
distribution of electrical power generated by the Authority; 

(d) the provision, when and so far as practical, of facilities and assis-
tance for the development of the lake as a source of fish, and as a 
route for the transportation of goods and passengers, and in any other 
manner; and 

(e) the development of the lakeside area for the health and wellbeing of 
the inhabitants, and people living adjacent thereto. 

[Amended b y the Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Amendment) Decree, 1967, 
N.L.C.D.211] 

S.11. Flo w of water and flooding. 

1. Th e Authority shall so control the dam as to prevent, as far as is 
practicable: 

(a) the harmful penetration of salt water up the River Volta to a greater 
degree than was normal at minimum river flow preceding the contraction 
of the dam; 

(b) the level of the lake from rising to a height greater than 280 feet 
above mean sea level; and 

(c) such a flow of water past the dam as may cause flooding downstream from 
the dam above the levels which were normal preceding the construction 
of the dam. 

2. Th e Authority shall take all reasonable measures to give warning of possible 
flooding from the lake or from the River Volta downstream from the dam. 

S.12. Power s in relation to transmission system. 

For the purposes of constructing and operating the transmission system 
referred to in paragraph (b) of S.10 of this Act, or of preventing damage or 
obstruction thereto, the Authority shall have all the powers of the Chief 
Engineer set out in S.3 of the Electricity Supply (Control) Ordinance (Cap.66), 
to be exercised by itself, its workmen and agents, and be subject to the 
limitations and the duties there provided; and every person who has any estate 
or interest in any lands injuriously affected by exercise shall be entitled to 
compensation to be settled, awarded and paid in accordance (as nearly as may be) 
with the provisions relating to compensation which are contained in the State 
Property and Contracts Act, 1960, (C.A.6). 

S.13. Healt h safeguards. 

1. I t shall be the duty of the Authority to take all reasonable measures, in 
co-operation with the Minister responsible for health, and with local authorities, 
to safeguard the health and safety of its employees and persons engaged on the 
construction of works referred to in section 10 of this Act and their families 
and dependents, and the inhabitants of Akosombo township and the lakeside area. 

2. Th e Authority shall, in and over the lake and the lakeside area, and in the 
township of Akosombo, be the Authority for executing the provisions of the 
Mosquitoes Ordinance (Cap.75)» and shall have the powers referred to in section 
3 of that Ordinance, and all amounts recovered under that Ordinance by the 
Authority shall be paid to the credit of the Authority. 

S.14. Authorit y to have local government functions and planning powers over Akosombo 
township and lakeside area. 
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3. Th e Authority shall take measures to enhance the natural beauty of the 
lakeside area by the planting of trees and otherwise; and shall be responsible 
for the development of Akosombo township in such a manner as to prevent the 
growth of slum or other conditions likely to be injurious to the health or well-
being of the inhabitants. 

S.15. Th e President may on terms to be agreed between the Government and the 
Authority and for the better discharge by the Authority of its functions under 
this Act require the Authority for such period as he may specify to perform any 
function of a Minister or any public authority or any body of which the Govern-
ment is in control or over which it has powers of direction, in relation to the 
township of Akosombo and the lakeside area. 

S.17. Incidenta l powers. 

The Authority may carry on any activity which is reasonably requisite or 
convenient for or in connection with the discharge of its functions under this 
Act. 

S.19. Statutor y powers to be exercised consistently with this Act. 

No person shall exercise any statutory power or duty inconsistently with the 
exercise of any powers or duties conferred on the Authority by or under this Act. 

S.20. Direction s to the Authority. 

The President may after consultation with the Authority, give to the 
Authority in any matter of exceptional public importance, directions of a general 
character not being inconsistent with the provisions of this Act nor with the 
contractual or other obligations of the Authority as to the exercise by the 
Authority of its functions under this Act, and the Authority shall give effect 
to any such directions. 

S.27. Fillin g of the lake and acquisition of land. 

1. Th e Authority shall, upon completion of the dam so operate the dam as to 
cause the lake to fill by the accumulation of water in the area upstream of the 
dam. 

2. Th e National Liberation Council shall cause to be acquired lands which in 
the opinion of the Authority: 

(a) may require to be inundated by the filling of the lake together with any 
other kind not extending beyond one mile from the shores of the lake at 
its maximum fill; 

(b) may be required for the development of Akosombo township; 

(c) may be required for the use of persons being resettled as a result of 
the inundation of their lands by the filling of the lake; 

(d) are necessary to acquire for the proper discharge of the Authority's 
functions. 

... 6 . N o legal proceedings shall lie against the Authority as a result of 
inundation of any lands caused by the filling of the lake. 

[Amended b y the Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Amendment) Decree, 1967, 
N.L.C.D.211] 

S.29. Resettlemen t measures. 

The Minister responsible for social welfare (referred to in this section as 
the Minister) shall be charged with the duty of taking all reasonable measures 
to assist in the resettlement of the people inhabiting lands liable to be 
inundated and lands adjacent thereto which are needed by the Authority for the 
discharge of its functions, and it shall be the responsibility of the Minister 
to ensure, so far as is practicable, that no person suffers undue hardship or is 
deprived of necessary public amenities, as a result of his resettlement. 

[Amended b y the Volta River Development Act, 1961 (Amendment) Decree, 1967, 
N.L.C.D.211] 
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S.33. Powe r to make regulations. 

1. Th e Authority may, by legislative instrument, make regulations: 

(a) prohibiting, restricting or regulating the use of the lake and the lake-
side area; 

(b) prohibiting, restricting or regulating the abstraction of water from the 
River Volta or the lake otherwise than for the purpose only of obtaining 
water for domestic use in any village, town or house situate within the 
catchment area of the River Volta; 

(e) prohibiting, restricting or regulating the movement of motor or other 
traffic on or in the vicinity of the dam; 

(f) for the better discharge of the Authority's duties under section 13 of 
this Act; and 

(g) generally for the purpose of enabling the better discharge by the 
Authority of its functions under this Act. 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965. Act 310 

[See unde r SANITATION for details of the following: ] 

S. 2. Object s of the Corporation. 

[See subsection 3 (a), page 83] 

Irrigation Development Authority Decree. 1977. S.M.C.D.85 

[See unde r IRRIGATION for details of the following: ] 

S. 3. Th e Board. 

[See subsectio n 2 (c), page 64] 

Ghana Fisheries Commission Act, 1980, Act 404 

[See unde r FISH for details of the following: ] 

S. 2. Compositio n of Commission. 

[See subsectio n 1 (i), page 53] 

W A T E R S U P P L Y 

Mining Rights Regulations, 1954 revised, Cap.153 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

S.125. Drinkin g water. [pag e 65] 

Mining Regulations. 1970. L.I.665 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following :] 

S.219. Drinkin g water. [pag e 66] 

Mining Health Areas Ordinance, 1926 (1951 revised), Cap.150 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

S. 4 . Regulations . 

[See subsectio n (l), page 67] 
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Mining Health Areais Orders, 1954 revised, Cap.150 

/"See under MINING for details of the following: ] 

S.13. Wate r supply. [pag e 68] 

Forests Ordinance, 1929 (1951 revised), Cap.157 

[See unde r FORESTS for details of the following :] 

S. 4.  Powe r to constitute Forest Reserves. [pag e 53] 

Forest Orders 

[See unde r FORESTS for details of water supply in the following Forest Reserves: ] 

Forests (Red Volta East Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Gambaga Scarp East Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Yakombo Forest (Reserve Commissioner) Appointment Instrument, 1973, E.I.18, page 58 
Forests (Mamang River Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Pra-Birim Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Mamang River Blocks A and B Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157,page 59 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

[See unde r MINING for details of the following: ] 

S.18. Prospectin g right privileges. 

[See subsection s 1 (b), (c)(i), page 69] 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, No.32 

[See unde r PLANNING for details of the following: ] 

S. 3. Declaratio n of areas in designated area to be planning areas. [pag e 76] 

S. 7. Powe r of Planning Committee to enter upon land and construct and maintain works. 

[See subsectio n 1 (f), page 77] 

S.ll. Powe r to make regulations. 

[See subsection s 1 (a)(ii) and (b)(v), page 77] 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965, Act 310 

[See unde r SANITATION for details of the following: ] 

Preamble 

S. 2. Object s of Corporation. 

[See subsection s 1 (a), 2, 3, pages 62,83 ] 

S.14. Regulations . [page s 83,84 ] 

S.15. Relation s wit h loca l author i t ies , e tc . [pag e 84] 

I r r igat ion Developmen t Authorit y Decree , 1977 , S.M.C.D.8 5 

[See unde r IRRIGATIO N fo r de ta i l s o f th e following: ] 

S. 3 . Th e Board . 
[See subsection s 2  (e ) an d (h) , pag e 64] 
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W I L D L I F E 

Forest Orders 

[See unde r FORESTS for details of the following Forest Reserve Orders which regulate 
hunting] 

Forests (Worobong Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 53 
Forests (Ankasa River Reserve, Main Block) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157, page 54 
Forests (Tonton Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Gap.157, page 54 
Forests (Auro River Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Prah-Suhien Block II (C) Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Minta Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Neung Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 54 
Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Akim Abuakwa Portion) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.l57,P.55 
Forests (Worobong Forest Reserve, Kwahu Portion) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 55 
Forests (Ben (West Block) Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.234, page 55 
Forests (Atewa Range Extension Forest Reserve) Order, 1955, L.N.356, page 5 5 
Forests (Ndumfri Forest Reserve) Order, 1055, L.N.370, page 55 
Forests (Ben (East Block) Forest Reserve) Order, 1956, L.N.22, page 56 
Forests (Ankasa River Forest Reserve Block A) Order, 1956, L.N.239, page 56 
Forests (Draw River Forest Reserve Block C) Order, 1956, L.N.255, page 56 
Forests (Birim Forest Reserve, Akim-Kotoku Portion) Order, 1957, L.N.42, page 56 
Forests (Proposed Gambaga Scarp West Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.223,page 56 
Forests (Morago East Forest Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.241, page 56 
Forests (Chai River Reserve) Order, 1957, L.N.246, page 57 
Forests (Pra-Suhien Block I Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.64, page 57 
Forests (Suhuma Forest Reserve) Order, 1958, L.N.65, page 57 
Forests (Opon Mansi Forest Reserve) Order, 1959, L.N.332, page 57 
Forests (Dede Forest Reserve) Order, 1960, E.I.24, page 57 
Forests (Bemu River Forest Reserve Block III) Order, 1960, E.I.217, page 58 
Forests (Afram-Mankrong Forest Reserve) Order, 1960, E.I.240, page 58 
Forests (Bonsa Ben Forest Reserve) Order, 1962, E.I.42, page 58 
Forests (Abutia Hills Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 58 
Forests (Kabakaba Hills Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Klemu Headwaters Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Kpandu Range Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Yenku Reserve Block A) Order, 1854 revised, Cap.157,page 59 
Forests (Nkawanda Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 
Forests (Abisu Forest Reserve) Order, 1954 revised, Cap.157, page 59 

Wild Animals Preservation Act, 1961, Act 43 

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to wild animals, birds and fish and 
to continue the observance of the convention, signed at London on the nineteenth day of 
May, 1900. 

Wildlife Reserves Regulations, 1971. L.I.710 

S. 4. Protectio n of amenities. 

No person shall at any time: 

(b) pollute any water within a Reserve 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

[See unde r FORESTS for details of the following: ] 

S. 1. Fores t offences. 

[See subsectio n l(g), page 59] 
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PART I V - ANALYSIS O F LEGISLATIO N 2 

C O M M U N A L R I G H T S 

See under FORESTS: Fores t Reserve Orders invariably preserve communal rights. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L A G E N C I E S 

A. Establishment of Commission or Authority, Its Composition and Functions 

Ghana Fisheries Commission Act, 1980, Act 404 

An Act to establish a Fisheries Commission in accordance with Article 191 of 
the Constitution and for other purposes connected therewith. 

S. 1. Establishmen t of Ghana Fisheries Commission. 

S. 2. Compositio n of the Commission. 

1. Th e Commission shall consist of the following: 

(a) a Deputy Minister of the Ministry responsible for Agriculture who 
shall be Chairman; 

(b) the Chief Executive referred to in Section 11 of this Act; 
(c) a representative of the Fisheries Department; 
(d) a representative of the Irrigation Development Authority; 
(e) a representative of the Institute of Aquatic Biology; 
(f) a representative of the National Marine Fisheries Association; 
(g) a representative of the Canoe Fishermen's Association; 
(h) a representative of the Ghana Co-operative Fisheries Association; 
(i) a representative of the Volta Lake Research and Development Project; 
(j) a representative of the Agricultural Development Bank; 
(k) a representative of the National Investment Bank; 
(l) one person experienced in fresh water fishing; and 
(m) one person experienced in fish marketing. 

S. 3. Qualifications of members of Commission. 

S. 4. Tenure of Office. 

S. 5. Emoluments of members of Commission. 

S. 6. Object s of Commission. 

The Commission shall be responsible for the regulation and management of 
the utilisation of all fishery resources of Ghana and the coordination of the 
policies in relation thereto. 

S. 7. Functions of Commission. 

1. Withou t prejudice to the general effect of S.6 of this Act, it shall be 
the responsibility of the Commission to: 

(a) advise the Government on matters affecting the fishing industry; 

(b) ensure the implementation of Government's policies for the develop-
ment, management and utilisation of fisheries resources of Ghana; and 

(c) hear and determine complaints from aggrieved persons on matters 
relating to the fishing industry. 
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2. Th e Commission may also do all such acts as may appear to it expedient for 
the purposes of achieving the objects set out in S.6 of this Act and imple-
menting the functions specified in subsection (l) of this section. 

3. Th e Commission, in the carrying out of its objects and functions under 
S.6 of this Act, shall not engage in any commercial venture. 

See also: 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, No.32, sections 4, 5, 7-9; 
pages 76,77 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46, sections 1-4, 9, 12-15, 17, 20, 27, 29; 
pages 35,87-89 

Atomic Energy Commission Act, 1963, Act 204, sections 1-3, 7; pages 40,79 
Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965, Act 310, sections 1, 2; pages 41,82,83 
Environmental Protection Council Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243, sections 1-3; 

pages 44,49,50 
Irrigation Development Authority Decree, 1977, S.M.C.D.85, sections l-3;pages 45,63,64 

B. Corporate Status 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

S. 2. Statu s of the Authority. 

The Authority shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a 
common seal which shall be officially and judicially noticed, and may sue and 
be sued in its corporate name, and for and in connection with the purposes of 
this Act may acquire and dispose of land and personal property and enter into 
contracts and other transactions. 

See also: 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, No.32, section 5, page 76 
Ghana Forestry Commission Act, 1980, Act 405, section l(2), page 60 

C. Powers 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

S.17. Incidenta l powers. 

The Authority may carry on any activity which is reasonably requisite or 
convenient for or in connection with the discharge of its functions under this 
Act. 

S.20. Direction s to the Authority. 

The President may after consultation with the Authority, give to the 
Authority in any matter of exceptional public importance, directions of a 
general character not being inconsistent with the provisions of this Act nor 
with the contractual or other obligations of the Authority as to the exercise 
by the Authority of its functions under this Act, and the Authority shall give 
effect to any such directions. 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, No.32 

S. 4.  Establishmen t of planning committees. 

3. Th e validity of any proceedings or act of a planning committee shall not 
be affected by any vacancy amongst the members thereof or by any defect in the 
appointment thereof. 

D. Immunity from Liability 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

S.27. Fillin g of the lake and acquisition of land. 

4. N o legal proceedings shall lie against the Authority as a result of the 
inundation of any lands caused by the filling of the lake. 
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E. Powers in Relation to Private Property 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, No.32 

S. 7. Powe r of planning committee to enter upon land and construct and maintain works. 

1. Th e Governor in council may by Order authorise members and employees of a 
planning committee, generally and such other persons as the order may specify, 
to enter upon any lands situate within the planning area for which the 
committee was established, and to construct and maintain thereon such works as 
the committee may deem necessary for: 

(a) the protection of the source, course and feeders of any stream or 
river; 

(b) the disposal and control of water, including storm water; 

(c) the mitigation or prevention of soil erosion; 

(d) the reclamation of land; 

(e) the utilisation of swamp land; or 

(f) the utilisation of land or water to promote or increase food 
production. 

2. A n Order made under the provisions of subsection (l) of this section may 
lay down conditions subject to which such power of entry may be exercised. 

S. 8. Establishmen t of co-ordinating committees. 

The Minister may by Order establish a co-ordinating committee to 
co-ordinate the work and policy of two or more planning committees. 

S. 9. Power s of co-ordinating committee to enter upon land. 

Any member of a co-ordinating committee may, subject to compliance with 
such conditions as the Minister may impose, enter on any land situate within 
a planning area for the purposes of exercising or carrying out the functions 
conferred on the committee by the provisions of an Order made under S.8 of this 
Ordinance. 

See also; 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46, section 27, page 89 
Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965, Act 310, section 2(3), page 83 
Environmental Protection Council Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.239, section 2A(b), page 49 
Ghana Forestry Commission Act, 1980, Act 405, section 1, pages 60, 61 

F. Compensation of Injured Parties 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46 

S.12. Power s in relation to transmission system. 

For the purposes of constructing and operating the transmission system 
referred to in paragraph (b) of S.10 of this Act, or of preventing damage or 
obstruction thereto, the Authority shall have all the powers of the Chief 
Engineer set out in S.3 of the Electricity Supply (Control) Ordinance (Cap 66), 
to be exercised by itself, its workmen and agents, and be subject to the 
limitations and the duties there provided; and every person who has any estate 
or interest in any lands injuriously affected by exercise of the powers con-
ferred by this section shall be entitled to compensation to be settled, 
awarded and paid in accordance (as nearly as may be) with the provisions 
relating to compensation which are contained in the State Property and 
Contracts Act, 1960 (CA.6). 

See also: 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965, Act 310, section 2(3)» page 83 
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G. Inspectorates 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S. 9.  Chie f Inspector of Mines. 

The President* may appoint an Officer to be called the Chief Inspector 
of Mines, who shall have the general supervision of the exercise of mining 
rights in the Protectorate (Northern Region). 

S.10. Inspector s of Mines. 

The President may from time to time appoint Inspectors, who shall perform 
such duties as the President* or the Chief Inspector Mines, with the approval 
of the President* shall assign to them. 

S.11. Powe r of Officers. 

The Chief Inspector of Mines, or any officer duly authorised by him in 
that behalf, and every Inspector, at all reasonable times by day or night, but 
so as not unreasonably to impede or obstruct work in progress, may: 

(i) enter, inspect, and examine any land on which prospecting or mining 
operations are being conducted, or which is the subject of a 
prospecting right, exclusive prospecting licence, mining lease, or 
special mining lease; 

(ii) examine into and make enquiry respecting the condition and ventilation 
of any mine or workings thereof and any building connected with pros-
pecting or mining activity and all matters relating to the safety and 
health of persons employed therein; 

... (vi) exercise all powers necessary for carrying this Ordinance into effect. 

See also under INSPECTION 

I N S P E C T I O N 

A. Power to Appoint Inspectors 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S. 9.  Chie f Inspector of Mines. 

The President* may appoint an officer to be called the Chief Inspector of 
Mines who shall have the general supervision of the exercise of Mining Rights 
in the Protectorate. 

S.10. Inspector s of Mines. 

The President* may from time to time appoint Inspectors, who shall perform 
such duties as the President*, or the Chief Inspector of Mines, with the 
approval of the Governor, shall assign to them. 

See also; 

Mining Regulations, 1970, L.I.665, section 223; page 66 
Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235, section l4; pages 80,81 

B. Power to Enter, etc. and Inspect 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151 

S.10. Power s of Examination. 

1. An y police officer not below the rank of sergeant, any senior officer of 

* Amended by the Constitution (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1960, C.A.8. 
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the Mines Department, any senior officer of the Geological Survey Department 
and any other officer or class of officer authorised in writing by the Minister 
in that behalf, may, for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this 
Ordinance, without warrant or other legal process: 

(a) enter and search any place where he has reasonable grounds for suspecting 
that an offence under this Ordinance has been or is about to be committed; 

(b) search any person whom he has reasonable grounds for suspecting to have 
committed, or to be about to commit, an offence under this Ordinance; 

(c) arrest any person whom he has reasonable grounds for suspecting to have 
committed, or to be about to commit, an offence under this Ordinance; 

(d) seize any radio-active mineral or prospecting or mining apparatus connected 
with which he has reasonable grounds to suspect to be, or to be about to be, 
derived from, or employed in, the commission of an offence under this 
Ordinance. 

2. Wher e any person is arrested, or any radio-active mineral of prospecting 
or mining apparatus is seized, under the provisions of sub-section (l) of this 
section, such person, mineral and apparatus shall, as soon as practicable, be 
brought before the nearest Magistrate. 

See also: 

Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance, 1905 (1951 revised), Cap.153, section 5;pages 64,65 
Oil Mining Regulation, 1957, L.N.221, section 17; page 6 6 
Mining Regulations, 1970, L.I.665, section 223; page 66 
Mosquitoes Ordinance, 1911 (1951 revised), Cap.75, section 3; pages 6l,62 
Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155, section 11; page 69 
Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235, section 14; pages 80,81 

C. Offence to Obstruct Inspector 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151 

S.10. Power s of examination. 

3. Ever y person who obstructs, or attempts to obstruct, whether actively or 
passively, any officer in the execution, or purported execution, of his duties 
under this section, shall be liable upon summary conviction, to imprisonment 
for six months or to a fine of one hundred pounds or to both such imprisonment 
and fine. 

D. Legal Immunity of Inspectors 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S.12. N o action lies against officers for action done in the execution of their 
duties. 

No action or other legal proceeding whatsoever, civil or criminal, shall 
be instituted in any Court against the Chief Inspector of Mines or any person 
acting under his authority, or any Inspector for or on account of or in 
respect of anything done in good faith and in the execution or intended 
execution of his duty under this Ordinance. 

E. Duty of Inspectors to Prevent Commission of Offence 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

S. 4. Dutie s of Forest Officers. 

1. Ever y Forest Officer* shall take all necessary steps to prevent the 
commission of an offence under this Decree. 

* Arguably a Forest Officer is not an Inspector. 
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F. Power to Arrest 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

S. 5.  Arres t and seizure. 

1. An y Forest Officer* may arrest without warrant any person whom he 
reasonably suspects to have committed or to have been concerned in any offence 
under this Decree, if such person fails to give his name and address or gives 
a name and address which is believed to be false, or if there is reason to 
believe that he may abscond. 

2. A  person arrested under this section shall within 48 hours be brought 
before a Magistrate, if not sooner released. 

See also: 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151, section 10, 1(b) ; 
page 73 

G. Power to Seize Property 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

S. 5.  Arres t and seizure. 

3. Wher e there is reason to believe an offence has been committed under this 
Decree, any Forest Officer* may seize all forest produce to which the offence 
relates together with all instruments, vehicles and other articles suspected 
to have been used in committing the offence. 

See also: 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151, section 10(2); page 73 

H. Power to Inspect and/or Copy Records 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235 

S.14. Power s of Inspection. 

(b) to require the production of any records which by virtue of sections 
7 and 8 of this Act are required to be kept in respect of that vessel; 

(c) to copy an entry in any such records, and require the person by whom 
the records are kept to certify the copy as a true copy of the entry. 

See also: 

Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance, 1905 (1951 revised), Cap.l53, section 5(2);page 64 

* Arguably a Forest Officer is not an Inspector. 

L I C E N S I N G 

Note: Th e technique of licensing is employed in a number of enactments referred 
to in this volume. I n no case, however, is the primary purpose of the 
licensing of a person, activity or premises, for the protection of water 
resources. I n some instances, particularly in relation to mining activities, 
such matters as protection of water rights or prevention of pollution are 
incorporated in the terms of the licence. Th e material set out here is there-
fore selected so as to bias the emphasis of licensing laws towards water 
related provisions. 
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A. Licensing of Motor Fishing Vessels 

Fisheries Decree, 1979, A.F.R.C.D.30 

Note; Thi s Decree is largely concerned with licensing of motor fishing vessels 
and appears to concern sea fishing rather than fishing in inland waters. 

See also; 

Traffic and Floating Timber on the Ankobra, 1954 revised, Cap.226, section 10;page 86 

B. Mining Licences 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126 

An Act ... to enable the President to issue prospecting, mining, dredging and 
water licences ... 

S. 2. Presiden t to grant mining licences, etc. 

1. Th e President, subject to this Act or any other enactment, may after 
holding such enquiry as may be prescribed; 

(a) grant, upon payments of the appropriate rents and royalties and compliance 
with such conditions as may be prescribed, licences for; 

(i) prospecting minerals; 

(ii) dredging rivers, streams or watercourses; 

(iii) winning or obtaining minerals from any land; an d 

(iv) obtaining, diverting, impounding or conveying water from any river, 
stream or watercourse for mining or other industrial purposes. 

See also; 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Gap.151; pages 72,73 
Minerals Regulations, 1962, L.I.231; pages 75,76 
Minerals Regulations, 1963, L.I.253, page 75 
Minerals (Oil and Gas) Regulations, 1963, L.I.258; page 75 

G. Licensee Not to Pollute 

Minerals (Oil and Gas) Regulations, 1963. L.I.258 

S.15. Pollutio n of Water. 

A licensee under a winning licence shall so conduct his operations as to 
ensure, as far as is practicable, that no water (whether underground or on the 
surface) is polluted, that the harmful effects of the pollution are abated or, 
if not practicable, that compensation of an amount assessed by the Minister 
(being an amount equal to the cost of furnishing an alternative supply of 
water) is paid to the persons suffering loss as a result of the pollution. 

See also; 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151; pages 72,73 

D. Licences in Relation to Other Regulatory Control 

Minerals Regulations, 1963, L.I.253 

S. 9. Avoidanc e of doubt. 

For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that nothing in the 
principal regulations or in these regulations shall relieve any person of the 
necessity of complying with the requirements of any other enactment relating 
to; 
... (b) the obtaining or use of water for any purpose. 
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See also: 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151, section 11; page 73 

E. Licensee Not to Alter Water Supply 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Gap.155 

S.53. Alteration s in water supply prohibited. 

1. I t shall not be lawful for any lessee of a mining lease to make or permit 
any other person to make, without the sanction of the Minister, any such 
alteration in the water supply of any lands as may prejudically affect the 
water supply enjoyed by any other persons or lands. 

F. Operating Without Licence 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 194 6 (1951 revised), Cap.151 

S. 9. Offences . 

Every person who: 

(a) prospects for or mines, or attempts to prospect for or mine, any 
radio-active mineral within the Gold Coast without a licence; or 

(b) being the holder of a licence, prospects for or mines, or attempts to 
prospect for or mine, any radio-active mineral within the Gold Coast 
otherwise than in accordance with any term or condition of his 
licence; or 

(c) being a licence holder of a licence, fails to comply with the require-
ments of S.5 of this Ordinance; or 

(d) exports, or attempts to export, from the Gold Coast any radio-active 
mineral without a permit; or 

(e) being the holder of a permit, exports, or attempts to export, from 
the Gold Coast any radio-active mineral otherwise than in accordance 
with any term or condition of his permit; or 

(f) obtains, or attempts to obtain, licence or permit by means of a false 
statement or representation, 

shall upon summary conviction, be liable to imprisonment for twelve months or 
to a fine of five hundred pounds or to both such imprisonment and fine. 

G. Power to Revoke Licence 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S.59. Powe r to revoke licence. 

The Minister may revoke any water right granted under section 55, 56 or 
58 if the holder shall commit any breach of the provisions of this Ordinance 
or of the terms and conditions of his licence. 

H. Provisional Permission to Use Water 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S.56. (l ) Provisional permission to use water. 

Pending the grant of a water right for which application has been made 
the Minister may grant to the applicant on such terms as he thinks fit 
provisional permission to exercise and enjoy the powers and rights for which 
such application has been made: provided always that no such provisional 
permission shall be granted until after the expiration of one month from the 
date on which notice of the application has been published and posted in 
accordance with the provisions of section 55. 
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I. Application for Water Licence 

Minerals (Northern Territories) Regulations, 1954 revised, Gap.155 

See sections 30 to 33. 

First Schedule 

Form L - Application for a Water Right. 

S.11. Particular s of the length and width of: 

(a) the proposed watercourse; 

(b) that portion of the proposed watercourse outside land held under a mining 
lease by the applicant or his employers or in respect of which permission 
to mine has been given to the applicant or his employers; 

(c) that portion of the proposed watercourse within the boundaries of land held 
by any person other than the applicant under a mining lease or in respect 
of which any such person has applied for a mining lease and been granted 
permission to mine. 

S.12. Particular s of mining areas through which it is proposed to divert the water. 

S.13. Particular s of the position of any dam or reservoir proposed to be constructed 
and the area that will be covered by the impounded water. 

S.14 Particular s of any pumping station, and, if on ground other than that held 
under lease by the applicant or his employers, the area to be occupied by such 
pumping station. 

S.15. Whethe r or not the water diverted will be returned to the river, stream or 
watercourse from which it was derived. 

S.16. Particular s of the maximum and minimum flow of water required in cubic feet per 
second, and if for hydraulicing, the estimated pressure in lbs. per square inch 
at point of delivery and the horse power that will be developed respectively. 

S.17. A  plan on a suitable scale showing the proposed watercourse, the position of 
any dam, reservoir or pumping station and the boundaries of any mining areas 
traversed. (attached) 

S.18. Particular s of the area or areas in respect of which the water right is 
required. 

S.19. Particular s of the methods proposed to be used for conveyance of the water. 

Form M - Water Right. 

S. 3. Th e licence and authority hereinbefore granted is subject to the following 
conditions : 

... 6 . the licensee will in any respects observe and comply with the 
provisions of any existing Ordinance or law ... where the same shall 
apply or relate in any respect to the exercise of the licence and 
authority hereby granted or to anything herein contained. 

J. Grant of Water Licence 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Gap.155 

S.56. (l ) Provisional permission to use water. 

Pending the grant of a water right for which application has been made the 
Minister may grant to the applicant on such terms as he thinks fit provisional 
permission to exercise and enjoy the powers and rights for which such 
application has been made: provided always that no such provisional permission 
shall be granted until after the expiration of one month from the date on 
which notice of the application has been published and posted in accordance 
with the provisions of section 5 5 . 
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K. Forfeiture of Licence 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S. 75. Penalties . 

The holder of a licence to purchase minerals who whall contravene any 
of the provisions of either of the two last preceding sections or the 
conditions of his licence shall be liable to the forfeiture of his licence 
in addition to the penalties prescribed by section 84. 

L. Contravention of Licence 

Rivers Ordinance, 1903 (1951 revised), Cap.226 

S. 9 . Cancellatio n of dredging licence. 

Where in any prosecution under this Ordinance it is proved that the 
terms on the face of, or the regulations endorsed on, a dredging licence have 
been contravened it shall be lawful for the Divisional Court or Magistrate's 
Court, subject to the approval of the Minister, to cancel such licence in 
addition to imposing any penalty prescribed by the Ordinance. 

O F F E N C E S A N D P E N A L T I E S 

A. Summary Offence; Penalty, a fine and/or imprisonment 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

S. 1 . Fores t Offences. 

1. An y person who in a Forest Reserve without the written authority of the 
competent forest authority: 

... (f ) in any way obstructs the channel of any river, stream canal or creek; 

(g) hunts, shoots, fishes, poisons water or sets traps or snares; 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding ¢1,000.00 or to imprisonment not exceeding five years or to both. 

See also: 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155, section 84; page 71 
Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235; Pages 80-82 
Water Charges Regulations, 1980, L.I.1255, section 5, page 84 

B. Increased Penalty for Subsequent Offence 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

S. 1 . Fores t Offences. 

Provided that for a second or subsequent offence under this section an 
offender shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
¢5,000.00 or to imprisonment not exceeding ten years or to both. 

See also: 

S.3(2) of above; page 59 
Mosquitoes Ordinance, 1911 (1951 revised), Cap.75; page 62 

C. Civil Compensation 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 
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S. 1. Fores t Offences. 

2. A  person convicted of an offence under subsection l(a) or 1(h) of this 
section shall, in addition to any other punishment imposed under this section 
be liable to pay to the Commissioner responsible for lands twice the commercial 
value of each tree or of the timber or forest produce which is the subject 
matter of the offence. 

3. A  person convicted of an offence under this section shall in addition to 
any other punishment imposed under this section, be liable to pay to the 
person whose rights have been infringed such compensation as the Court may 
direct. 

See also: 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235, section 16(2); pages 81,82 

D. Prohibitions imposed on Repeated Offenders 

Forest Protection Decree, 197 4 N.R.C.D.24 3 

S. 3. Persistent offenders to be banned. 

1. An y person who has been convicted three times of an offence under this 
decree shall be deemed to be prohibited from owning, operating or partici-
pating in any timber business or timber concession, and all permits and 
property marks held by him under any enactment relating to forests, trees or 
timber shall be deemed to be forfeited. 

2. An y person who contravenes a prohibition imposed on him by subsection 1 
of this section shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to 
imprisonment not exceeding ten years without the option of a fine. 

E. Penalty for Condoning, etc. 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

S. 4. Duties of Forest Officers. 

1. Ever y Forest Officer shall take all necessary steps to prevent the 
commission of an offence under this Decree. 

2. Wher e the Commissioner responsible for lands is satisfied that any 
Forest Officer has aided, condoned or connived at the commission of any 
offence under this Decree, he may order that such Forest Officer be summarily 
dismissed. 

F. Power to Arrest 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.G.D.243 

S. 5. Arrest and seizure. 

1. An y Forest Officer may arrest without warrant any person whom he 
reasonably suspects to have committed or to have been concerned in any offence 
under this Decree, if such person fails to give his name and address or gives 
a name and address which is believed to be false, or if there is reason to 
believe that he may abscond. 

2. A  person arrested under this section shall within 48 hours be brought 
before a Magistrate, if not sooner released. 

G. Seizure and Forfeiture of Offenders' Property 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

S. 5. Arrest and Seizure. 

3. Wher e there is reason to believe an offence has been committed under this 
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Decree, any Forest Officer may seize all forest produce to which the offence 
relates together with all instruments, vehicles and other articles suspected 
to have been used in committing the offence. 

S. 6. Forfeitur e and disposal of articles. 

1. A  court which convicts any person of an offence under this Decree shall 
order that all forest produce, instruments, vehicles and other articles in 
respect of which or by means of which the offence was committed (including 
anything seized under S.5) shall be forfeited to the Republic. 

2. An y vehicle or other article which is seized under S.5 and whose owner 
cannot be ascertained shall, after the expiration of 14 days from the date of 
seizure, be deemed to be forfeited to the Republic. 

3. A  vehicle or other article which is seized under S.5 and whose owner has 
been ascertained shall, if no prosecution is brought under this Decree, be 
restored to its owner. 

4. Anythin g which is forfeited to the Republic under this section may be sold 
or otherwise disposed of by the Commissioner responsible for lands, and the 
proceeds applied for forest rehabilitation, 

provided that where a vehicle is forfeited and the Commissioner is satisfied 
that the owner was in no way implicated in the offence, the Commissioner may 
restore the vehicle to such owner. 

See also: 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155, sections 3, 75, pages 68,71 
Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.155, section 9(2); page 73 
Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235, section 16(l); page 81 

H. Failure to Provide Information 

Environmental Protection Council Decree. 1974, N.R.C.D.239 

S.2B. [Inserte d b y 1976/S.M.C.D.58 ] 

1. An y person: 

(a) who fails without any reasonable excuse (the proof of which shall be 
on them) to provide any information requested from him or refuses or 
neglects to attend in obedience to a summons issued, under paragraph 
(a) of S.2A, or 

(b) who knowingly provides false information or any information which he 
has no reason to believe to be true in response to a request for 
information, or 

(c) who obstructs the Chairman or any member of staff of the Council 
authorised by him, in the inspection of any premises under paragraph 
(b) of S.2A, 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding ¢ 1,000.00 or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to 
both. 

See also: 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126, section 9; page 74 

I. Offence by Corporate Body 

Environmental Protection Council Decree. 1974. N.R.C.D.239 

S.2B. [inserte d b y 1976/S.M.C.D.58 ] 

Where any offence under this section is committed by a body of persons 
then: 

(a) where the body is a body corporate other than a partnership every 
director and officer of that body shall also be deemed to be guilty 
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of that offence, and 

(b) where the body is a partnership every partner shall be deemed to be 
guilty of that offence. 

See also; 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126, section 10; page 74 
Fisheries Decree, 1979, A.F.R.C.D.30, section 21; page 52 

J. Defence of due Diligence, etc. 

Environmental Protection Council Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.239 

S.2B. [Inserte d b y 1976/S.M.C.D.58 ] 

Provided that no such person shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence, 
if he proves that such offence was committed without his knowledge and that 
he exercised due diligence to prevent the commission of the offence having 
regard to all the circumstances. 

See also; 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126, section 10; page 74 
Fisheries Decree, 1979, A.F.R.C.D.30, section 21; page 52 

K. Offence of Failing to Provide Accurate Records 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235 

S.10. Offence s under sections 7, 8 and 9. 

1. I f any person fails to comply with any requirements imposed by or under 
S.7, S.8 or S.9 he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding five hundred pounds, and if any person makes an entry in any records 
kept under S.7 or S.8 which is to his knowledge false or misleading in any 
material particular, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding five hundred pounds, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months, or to both. 

S.14. Power s of Inspection. 

5. I f any person fails to comply with any requirement duly made in pursuance 
of paragraph (b) (production of records) or paragraph (c) (keeping of records) 
of the last preceding subsection, he shall be liable on summary conviction to 
a fine not exceeding ten pounds. 

Note; Fo r wilfully and recklessly giving false information see 
Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155, sections 19, 21, 60; 

page
s 69-71 

L. Breach of Licensing Laws 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151 

S. 9. Offences . 
1. Ever y person who ; 

(a) prospects for or mines, or attempts to prospect for or mine, any 
radio-active mineral within the Gold Coast without a licence; or 

(b) being the holder of a licence, prospects for or mines, or attempts 
to prospect for or mine, any radio-active mineral within the Gold 
Coast otherwise than in accordance with any term or condition of his 
licence; or 

(c) being a licence holder of a licence, fails to comply with the 
requirements of S.5 of this Ordinance; or 

(d) exports, or attempts to export, from the Gold Coast any radio-active 
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mineral without a permit; or 

(e) being the holder of a permit, exports, or attempts to export from the 
Gold Coast any radio-active mineral otherwise than in accordance with 
any term or condition of his permit; or 

(f) obtains, or attempts to obtain, a licence or permit by means of any 
false statement or representation, 

shall upon summary conviction, be liable to imprisonment for twelve months or 
to a fine of five hundred pounds or to both such imprisonment and fine. 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S. 3. Contro l of minerals and water. 

2. Excep t as in this Ordinance provided, no person shall prospect ... 

3. An y person contravening the provisions of the last preceding subsection 
shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding twelve months, or to both such fine and imprisonment and the Court 
before which such person is convicted may order the forfeiture of all minerals 
obtained by such person, or, if such minerals cannot be forfeited, of such a 
sum as the Court shall assess as the value of such minerals. 

See also: 

Rivers Ordinance, 1903 (1951 revised), Cap.226, sections 5, 8, 9, 11; page 85 
Fisheries Decree, 1979, A.F.R.G.D.30, section 20; page 52 

M. Pollution of Watercourses 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S.52. Pollutio n of water prohibited. 

No person shall in the course of mining or prospecting operations ... 
pollute or permit to become polluted the water of any river, stream or water-
course. An y person contravening the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, or in the case of a continuing offence to a fine 
not exceeding five hundred pounds for each day during which the offence 
continues. 

See also; 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235; pages 80-82 
Mining Regulations, 1970, L.I.665, section 44; page 66 

N. Alteration of Watercourses 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S.53. Alteration s in water supply prohibited. 

1. I t shall not be lawful for any lessee of a mining lease to make or permit 
any other person to make, without the sanction of the Minister, any such 
alteration in the water supply of any lands as may prejudically affect the 
water supply enjoyed by any other person or lands. 

2. Wheneve r any such alteration shall have been made, the lessee benefitted 
thereby, shall in the absence of proof to the contrary be presumed to have 
made it. 

3. An y person contravening the provisions of subsection (l) shall be guilty 
of an offence, and on summary conviction be liable to the penalties provided 
by S.52. 
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See also: 

Rivers Ordinance, 1903 (1951 revised), Gap.226, section 10; page 85 
Water Charges Regulations, 1980, L.I.1255, section 5; page 84 

0. Penalty for Breach of Regulations 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Gap.155 

S.85. Powe r of Governor to make regulations. 

2. Th e Governor may attach to the breach of any regulation made under sub-
section (l)* a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds or six months imprisonment 
or both and, in the case of a second or subsequent breach of the same 
regulation, a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or twelve months 
imprisonment or both. 

See also: 

Rivers Ordinance, 1903 (1951 revised), Cap.226, section 13; pages 85,86 
Rivers Regulations, 1954 (revised), Cap.226, section 14; pages 86,87 
River Traffic Regulations, 1954 (revised), Cap.226, section 19; page 86 
Traffic and Floating Timber on the Ankobra, 1954 (revised), Cap.226, section 14; 

pages 86,87 
Ofin River Regulations, 1954 (revised), Cap.226, section 5; page 87 
Pra River Regulations, 1954 (revised), Cap.226, section 9; page 87 
Mining Health Areas Ordinance, 1926 (1951 revised), Cap.150, section 4(l);pager, 67,68 
Forests Ordinance, 1927 (1951 revised), Cap.157; page 53 

* which could include the pollution of springs, streams, rivers or lakes. 

P R O P R I E T O R Y I N T E R E S T S 

A. Ownership of Minerals 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126 

An Act to provide for the vesting of the ownership and control of minerals 
throughout Ghana in the President ... to enable the President to issue prospecting, 
mining, dredging and water licences ... . 

B. Water Rights 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Gap.155 

S.55. [Repeale d b y 1962 Act 126 ] 

Provided that any Statutory Instrument made under those provisions and 
in force immediately before the commencement of this Act shall, until such 
instrument is altered, revoked or otherwise modified under this Act, continue 
in force as if such instrument had been made under this Act. 

1. I f it shall appear necessary for the proper working of the area of any 
mining lease the Minister may, on such terms as he may think proper and 
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, grant to the lessee in such 
area, a licence (which shall be known as a water right) to obtain and convey 
from any river, stream or watercourse outside the area of his lease such 
volume of water as may be required for the purposes of mining within his area, 
and for such purpose to occupy such land as may be required for a dam, 
reservoir or pumping station, and for the conveyance of such water to the 
mining area by means of pipes, ducts, flumes, furrows or otherwise. 

3. Provide d always that: 

(b) no such water right shall be granted if it is shown to the satis-
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faction of the Minister that the exercise thereof will prejudically 
affect any existing right in or over the water supply to which it 
relates, unless the applicant shall pay to the person whose rights 
will be prejudically affected such compensation as may be agreed upon 
between the parties or as may be determined by arbitration under the 
provisions of the Arbitration Ordinance. 

S.56. (l ) Provisional permission to use water. 

Pending the grant of a water right for which application has been made 
the Minister may grant to the applicant on such terms as he thinks fit 
provisional permission to exercise and enjoy the powers and rights for which 
such application has been made ... . 

S.58. Power s of Minister as regards overflow. 

The Minister may require a person to whom a water right has been granted 
under S.55 to permit any other mining lessee to take from the water supply 
obtained under the water right any water which is not required by the holder 
of the water right, subject to such terms and conditions as to the Minister 
may appear just, and may grant to such other lessee a water right to construct 
and maintain any pump, line of pipes, duct, flume or watercourse as may be 
necessary to convey such water to the area of his mining lease. 

R E G U L A T I O N M A K I N G P  O W E R S 

Notes; 

1. I n many instances the regulation making power was formerly vested in the 
Governor, or the Governor in Council. Thi s power now rests, in some cases 
with the President, in others (e.g. Mining Health Areas Orders, 1954 revised, 
Gap.150) with a Minister. I n some of the newer legislation, regulation 
making power is vested in a Board (e.g. Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation 
Act, 1965, Act 310) or Authority (e.g. Volta River Development Act, 1961, 
Act 46) or Commission (e.g. Ghana Forestry Commission Act, 1980, Act 405). 
In some of the latter cases regulations so proposed must be approved by 
another person (e.g. by the Minister - see Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation 
Act, 1965, Act 310). 

2. I n some instances (e.g. Ghana Forestry Commission Act, 1980, Act 405) 
the regulation making power specifies the penalties which may be prescribed 
for breach of regulations made. 

3. I n all cases only those regulation making powers which are directly, or 
indirectly concerned with conservation or utilisation of water, have been 
noted. 

Ghana Forestry Commission Act, 1980, Act 405 

S.26. Regulations . 

1. Th e Commission may by legislative instrument, make such regulations as 
it may think fit for the purposes of giving full effect to the provisions of 
this Act. 

2. Withou t prejudice to the generality of subsection (l) of this section, 
regulations made thereunder may: 

(a) prescribe the form of all licences, permits, agreements and other 
instruments dealing with the conservation of recreational forest, 
wildlife and recreational resources. 

3. Regulation s made under this section may prescribe in relation to any 
contravention of the regulations: 

(a) penalties not exceeding a fine of ¢50,000.00 or five years imprison-
ment or both; 

(b) additional penalties not exceeding ¢200.00 per day in respect of 
continuing offences; 
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(c) forfeiture to the State and disposal of any articles with which or 
in connection with which the offences are committed. 

See also: 

Rivers Ordinance, 1903 (1951 revised), Cap.226, section 13; pages 85,86 
Mining Rights Regulation Ordinance, 1905 (1951 revised), Gap.153, section 11; page 65 
Mosquitoes Ordinance, 1911 (1951 revised), Cap.75, section 10; page 62 
Mining Health Areas Orders, 1926 (1951 revised), Cap.150, section 4; pages 67,68 
Forests Ordinance, 1927 (1951 revised), Cap.157, section 35; page 53 
Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155; pages 68-71 
Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 1946 (1951 revised), Cap.151, section 11; page 73 
Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953, No.32, section 11; page 77 
Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46; pages 87-90 
Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126, section 11; page 74 
Atomic Energy Commission Act, 1963, Act 204, section 10; page 80 
Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965, Act 310, section 14; pages 83,84 
Environmental Protection Council Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.239, section 17; page 50 
Irrigation Development Authority Decree, 1977, S.M.C.D.85, section 20; page 64 
Ghana Fisheries Commission Act, 1980, Act 404; pages 52,53 

R E S T I T U T I O N 

Note: Fo r abatement of nuisances see the note on the Ghana Towns Ordinance, 
1892 under Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act on page 84. 

A. Action required by Wrongdoer 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S.54. Preventio n of continuance or recurrence of offence. 

Any person who offends against any of the provisions of either of the 
last two preceding sections may by Order in writing be required to take action 
as may be directed to prevent a continuance or recurrence of the offence and 
within such time as may be directed by the order. Suc h order may be made by 
the Minister or by such officer as may be prescribed. 

Any person who fails to comply with any such order shall be guilty of an 
offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding ten 
pounds for each day during which such failure shall continue. 

See also: 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126; pages 73-75 

B. Recovery of Expenses by Inspector 

Mosquitoes Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.75 

S. 5. Recovery of cost. 

It shall be lawful for the Sanitary Authority to recover from the owner 
or occupier of any premises the expense of any measures carried out on his 
premises under the provisions of this Ordinance, but if it is satisfied that 
such owner or occupier is not in a position to pay such expenses, to pay all 
or any part of such expenses itself. 

S. 6. Metho d of recovery. 

All expenses incurred by the Sanitary Authority in carrying out, with 
respect to premises, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be recoverable in 
a summary manner before a Magistrate. 

109 



Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1964, Act 235, section 16(2); pages 81,82 

C. Payment of Expenses of Victim 

Forest Protection Decree, 1974, N.R.C.D.243 

S. 1. Fores t Offences. 

3. A  person convicted of an offence under this section shall in addition 
to any other punishment imposed under this section, be liable to pay to the 
person whose rights have been infringed such compensation as the Court may 
direct. 

D. Payment for Works undertaken at Citizens' Request 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation Ordinance, 1953. No.32 

S.10. Paymen t by owner or occupier for works done at his request. 

W A T E R R I G H T S 

A. Preferential Rights 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation Act, 1965. Act 310 

S.15. Relation s with local authorities, etc. 

2. Th e Corporation shall have preference over other authorities in the use 
of water resources for public, domestic and industrial purposes and if there 
is any doubt as to the meaning of the expression "public, domestic and 
industrial purposes" in section 2 of this Act, such doubt shall be resolved 
by the Minister whose decision shall be final. 

See also; 

Minerals Act, 1962, Act 126, section 2; page 74 

B. Licences as Proprietory Interests 

Minerals Regulations, 1962, L.I.231 

S.ll. Dredgin g licences and licences to win minerals. 

1. N o licence to dredge rivers, streams or watercourses, or to win or obtain 
minerals, shall be granted for a term exceeding sixty years, or: 

(a) in the case of the first-mentioned licence, in respect of a distance 
exceeding twenty miles; 

(b) in the case of the last-mentioned licence, in respect of an area 
exceeding twenty square miles. 

And the aggregate distance or area in respect of which licences referred to 
in paragraph (a) or (b) are granted to any one person shall not exceed 
respectively sixty miles or sixty square miles. 

2. N o such licence shall be granted unless or until: 

(a) the land or watercourse (including rivers and streams) to which the 
proposed licence will relate has been surveyed in accordance with 
section 6 of the Survey Act, 1962 (Act 127); and 

(b) the requirements of any enactment relating to fees for surveys have 
been complied with. 
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First Schedule 

Form 4 - Application for a Water Licence. 

S.13. Particular s of water rights desired (length and width of artificial water-
courses, detail of pumping stations, etc.) 

S.14. Whethe r water would be polluted and, if so, particulars of proposed 
purification plant. 

S.15. Whethe r purification would make used water suitable for human or animal 
consumption or for watering of crops. 

S.16. Whethe r water is to be returned and, if so, in what state. 

S.17. Particular s of disposal of water if purification impossible. 

S.18. Particular s of diversions. 

S.19. Particular s of dams or reservoirs and approximate area to be covered by-
impounded water. 

S.20. Particular s of amount of water required per second in cubic feet (maximum and 
minimum flow); and if for hydrosluicing, the estimated pressure in lbs. per 
square inch at point of delivery, and horse power that will be developed. 

S.21. A  plan, related to a topographical map, showing proposed installations and 
description, related to a topographical map of area or areas required. 

S.22. Particular s of methods to be used for conveyance of water ... . 

See also: 

Volta River Development Act, 1961, Act 46; pages 87-90 

Minerals Ordinance, 1936 (1951 revised), Cap.155 

S.18. Prospectin g right privileges. 

1. Subjec t to the provisions of section 8, the holder of a prospecting 
right may: 

(b) whilst engaged in bona fide prospecting erect on any unoccupied land 
his camp and such buildings or machinery as may be necessary for the 
purpose of prospecting and for such purpose or for domestic purposes 
take timber and water from any land, lake, river, stream or water-
course situate upon any unoccupied land; 

(c) make excavations, sink shafts or wells, drive adits or levels, or 
dig trenches: 

provided that he shall not: 

(i) divert water from any stream, river or watercourse, without the 
consent of the Chief Inspector of Mines or the District Commissioner 
in charge of the district. 

S.85. Powe r of Governor to make regulations. 

1. Th e Governor may make regulations for all or any of the following 
purposes: 

(a) the manner in which applications for prospecting rights, water rights, 
exclusive prospecting licences, mining leases and special mining 
leases shall be made, and the form to be used. 

Minerals (Northern Territories) Regulations, 1954 revised, Cap.155 

First Schedule 
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Form L - Application for a Water Right. 

S.11. Particular s of the length and width of: 

(a) the proposed watercourse; 

(b) that portion of the proposed watercourse outside land held under a mining 
lease b y the applicant or his employers or in respect of which permission 
to min e has been given to the applicant or his employers; 

(c) that portion of the proposed watercourse within the boundaries of land 
held by any person other than the applicant under a mining lease or in 
respect of which any such person has applied for a mining lease and been 
granted permission to mine. 

S.12. Particular s of mining areas through which it is proposed to divert the water. 

S.13. Particular s of the position of any dam or reservoir proposed to be constructed 
and the area that will be covered by the impounded water. 

S.l4. Particular s of any pumping station and, if on ground other than that held 
under lease by the applicant or his employers, the area to be occupied by 
such pumping station. 

S.15. Whethe r or not the water diverted will be returned to the river, stream or 
watercourse from which it was derived. 

S.16. Particular s of the maximum and minimum flow of water required in cubic feet 
per second and, if for hydraulicing, the estimated pressure in lbs. per square 
inch at point of delivery and the horse power that will be developed 
respectively. 

S.17. A  plan on a suitable scale showing the proposed watercourse, the position of 
any dam, reservoir or pumping station and the boundaries of any mining areas 
traversed (attached). 

S.18. Particular s of the area or areas in respect of which the water right is 
required. 

S.19. Particular s of the methods proposed to be used for conveyance of the water. 

Rivers Ordinance, 1903 (1951 revised), Gap.226 

S. 5. Dredgin g in river to be licensed. 

Schedule 2, Form A, Form B 

It shall not be lawful to dredge in any river without a licence from the 
Minister, which shall be in one of the forms in Schedule 2. An y person 
dredging in a river without a licence or contrary to the terms on the face of 
his licence, shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding fifty pounds for every day during which the offence continues. 

S.10. Licenc e to divert water. 

It shall not be lawful to pump, divert or by any means cause water to 
flow from any river for purposes of irrigation, or for mines, factories or 
other commercial or industrial purposes whatsoever, or to generate power 
without a licence from the Minister, which shall be in the Form D in Schedule 
2, and shall be subject to such terms and conditions as the Minister may 
think fit. 
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fishing, p.99 
A.F.R.C.D. 30, 1979, PP. 46, 52 

floating timber 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.) pp.86, 87 

forests 
Act 405, 1980, p.61 

forfeiture of licence, pp. 100, 102 
hunting of animals 

L.I. 685, 1971, P.33 
L.I. 961, 1974, p.34 

minerals, purchase of 
cap. 155, 1951 ( r e v .) p.27 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.) p.29 

mining, pp. 99 , 100 
Act 348, 1970, pp. 14, 30 
Cap. 155, 1951 (rev.) 
pp. 26, 27, 71 
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cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.29 
Act 126, 1962, pp. 37, 73, 74 
L.I. 231, 1962, p.38 
L.I. 253, 1963, P.38 
L.I. 258, 1963, p.38 

mooring logs 
cap. 226, 195 4 (rev.),pp. 11, 12 

pollution, p. 99 
prospecting 

cap. 155, 1951 (rev.) pp.26,69,71 
cap. 155, 1954  (rev.) pp.28,30 
L.I. 231, 1962, p.38 
L.I. 258, 1963, p.38 
Act 126, 1962, pp.73-74 

radioactive minerals 
cap. 151, 1951 (rev.)pp.31,72,73 

steamer 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.), p.85 

water rights and licences, 
pp. 100-101, 107, 110-112 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.),pp.27,70,71 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.29 
L.I. 231, 1962, pp. 75 , 7 6 
Act 126, 1962, p.73 

Meteorology 
Meteorological Services Department 

N.R.C.D. 239, 1974, p.50 

Minerals, pp. x, xi, se e also 
PROSPECTING 

bauxite, p. x 
diamonds, p. x 

cap. 157, 1954 (rev.) pp.53, 5 5 
digging 

cap. 157, 1954 (rev.),pp.53-55 
L.N. 356, 1955, P.55 
L.N. 239, 1956, p.56 
L.N. 64 , 1 958, p.57 

diverting water 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.69 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.72 
Act 126, 1962, p. 74 
L.I. 231, 1962, p.76 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.), p.85 

inforest reserves 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.) pp.53-55 

gold, p.ii 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.) pp.53-55 

health 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), 
pp. 17-18, 67-68 

housing 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954(rev.), p.67 

land 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.),pp.26,27,69 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.30 

licence, pp. 99-102 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), 
pp. 26, 27, 69, 71 
Act 126, 1962, p.37 
L.I. 258, 1963, p.38 
L.I. 231, 1962, p.38 
L.I. 253, 1963, P.38 
Act 348, 1970, pp. 14, 30 

lease 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), pp.28-30 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.71 

Minerals Act 
Act 126, 1962,pp. 37-40, 73-76 

Minerals Ordinance 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), 
pp. 25-31, 68-72 

Minerals Health Areas 
Ordinance 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.) 
pp. 17-18, 67-68 

Mining Rights Regulation 
Ordinance 
cap. 153, 1951 (rev.), 
pp. 13-16, 64-6 6 

mosquitoes 
cap. 150, 1954  (rev.), p.67 

native peoples 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 

overflow 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.70 

ownership, p. 107 
panning, p.ii, see also washing 
planning 

cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.), p.67 

pollution 
cap. 153, 1951 (rev.), p.65 
cap. 153, 195 4 (rev.) pp.65, 66 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.) pp.70,71 
L.I. 665 , 1970, p.66 
L.I. 231, 1962, pp. 75 , 7 6 

Radio-Active Minerals Ordinance, 
cap. 151, 1951, (rev.), 
pp. 31, 72-73 

reservoirs 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.72 
Act 126, 1962, p.74 
L.I. 231, 1962, p.76 

sanitation 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.), p.65 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.),pp.67-68 

sea 
L.I. 257, 1963, p.38 

sewerage 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.) pp.67,68 

tailings, p.iii 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.) pp.27,71 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.30 
cap. 153, 1951 (rev.), p.65 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.), p.66 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.), p.86 

washing for minerals 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.) pp.53-55 
L.N. 356, 1955, P.55 
L.N. 239, 1956, p.56 
L.N. 6k , 1958, p.57 

waste 
cap. 153, 1951 (rev.), p.65 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.),pp.67,68 

watercourses 
L.I. 231, 1962, pp. 75, 7 6 

water supply 
L.I. 665, 1970, p.66 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.) pp.67,68 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.70 
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Mosquitoes, pp. 16, 6l, 62 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.), p.18 

Mosquitoes Ordinance 
cap. 75 , 1 951 (rev.), 
pp. 16, 61-62 

Volta River 
Act 48, 1961, p.88 

Multi-national Corporations, p.x 

Native Peoples 
communal rights of, see Forest 

Reserve Orders 
fishing by 

A.F.R.C.D. 30, 1979, p.46 
housing for 

cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
hunting by 

cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.55 
mining by, p.x 

see Forest Reserves Orders 
sacred water and land 

cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.59 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.59 

Nkrumah, Dr. Kwame, p. ix 

Nuclear Damage, see Pollution 

Nuclear Power, see Atomic Energy 

Offences and Penalties, pp. 102-107 
prevention of, p. 97 
to obstruct Inspector, p. 97 

Oil 
inland waters 

Act 235, 1964, p.80 
International Convention for the 

Prevention of Pollution at sea 
by Oil, 1954. 
Act 235, 1964, p.80 

Minerals (Oil and Gas) 
Regulations, 1963 
L.I. 258, 1963, PP. 38, 7 5 

Mineral Oil Pre-emption Ordinance 
Act 126, 1962, p.73 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act 
Act 235, 1964, pp. 4l, 80-82 

vessels 
Act 235, 1964, p.81 

waste oil, disposal of 
L.N. 221, 1957, p.14 
L.I. 258, 1963, p.38 

Organisations 
N.R.C. D. 239, 1974, p.49 

Overflow, see also Flooding 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.70 

Ownership, see Proprietory Interests 

Penalties, see Offences 

Planning, p. x 
environmental 
N.R.C.D. 239, 1974, p.49 
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irrigation 
No. 32, 1953, p.77 

Land Planning and Soil Conservation 
Ordinance 
No. 32, 1953, PP. 31-32, 76-7 7 

land use planning 
S.M.C.D. 85, 1977, p.63 

mining 
Act 126, 1962, pp. 73, 74 

Planning Areas 
No. 32, 1953, p.76 

Planning Committees 
No. 32, 1953, PP. 76,  7 7 

Volta River 
Act 46, 1961, pp. 88, 89 

watercourses 
No. 32, 1953, P.77 

water engineering plans 
Act 310, 1965, p.83 

Pollution, pp. x, xi, 99 , 106 
Act 310, 1965, p.84 

cyanide 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.), p.66 

fertilisers, p. xi 
forest reserves 

L.N. 126, 1956, p.56 
L.N. 223, 1957, p.56 
L.N. 241, 1957, PP. 56 , 5 7 
L.N. 246, 1957, p.57 
L.N. 1 , 1958, p.57 
N.R.C.D. 243, 1974 p.59 

International Convention ror the 
Prevention of Pollution of the 
Sea by Oil, 1954 
Act 235, 1964, p.80 

mining 
cap. 153, 1951 (rev.) p.65 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.) pp. 65 , 6 6 
L.I. 665 , 1970, p.66 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.) pp. 70, 71 
L.I. 231, 1962, pp. 75 , 7 6 

oil 
Act 235, 1964, pp. 41, 80-82 
L.I. 258, 1963, p.75 

pesticides, p. xi 
radioactivity 

Act 204, 1963, pp. 79, 80 
sea 

L.I. 257, 1963, P.38 
tailings, see under MINERALS 
vessels 

Act 235, 1964, pp. 80, 81 
Volta 

Act 46, 1961, p.88 
water and sewerage 

Act 310, 1965, p.82 
wildlife reserves 

L.I. 710, 1971, p.92 

Population, p. ix 
adult literacy rate, p. xi 
infant mortality rate, p. xi 
life expectancy, p. xi 

Powers, pp. 94-95 
arrest, pp. 98, 103 
inspectors, pp. 96-98 



seizure of property, pp. 98,103-104 

Preservation of environment, etc. 
see CONSERVATION 

Proprietory Interests, pp. x, 107-108,110 

Prospecting 
Forest Reserves 

cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), pp. 54, 5 5 
L.N. 356, 1955, p.55 
L.N. 370, 1955, p.55 
L.N. 22 , 1956, p.56 
L.N. 239, 1956, p.56 
L.N. 1 , 1958, p.57 
L.N. 64 , 1958, p.57 

licences 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), 

pp. 26, 27, 69, 71 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.) pp. 28, 30 
L.I. 231, 1962, p.38 

Minerals Ordinance 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.26 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.28 

radioactive minerals 
cap. 151, 1951 (rev.) pp. 72, 73 

timber, use of 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.69 

Protection of environment, etc. 
see CONSERVATION 

Public Services 
public utility enterprises 

Act 310, 1965, P.4l 
recreational resources 

Act 405, 1980, p.61 
social amenities 

S.M.C.D. 85, 1977, p.63 
Volta Lake 

Act 46, 1961, p.89 
water supply 

Act 310, 1965, PP. 82, 84 
Act 46, 1961, p.90 

Pumping Station 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.72 
Act 126, 1962, p.74 

Radioactivity, see ATOMIC ENERGY 

Reclaimation of land 
No. 32, 1953, PP. 76,  7 7 

Recreational Resources 
Act 405, 1980, p.61 

Regulation Powers, pp. 108-109 

Research 
Council for Scientific and 

Industrial Research 
N.R.C.D. 239, 1974, p.50 
S.M.C.D. 85, 1977, p.64 

environmental 
N.R.C.D. 239, 1974, p.49 
Act 405, 1980, p.61 

Kwame Nkrumah Nuclear Research 
Institute 

Act 204, 1963, p.40 
Sewerage 

Act 310, 1965, p.83 
Soil Research Institute 

S.M.C.D. 85, 1977, p.64 
University Institutions 

N.R.C.D. 239, 1974, p.50 
Volta Lake Research and Development 

Project 
Act 404, 1980, p.53 

Volta River Development 
Act 46, 1961, p.35 

Water Resources Research Unit 
S.M.C.D. 85, 1977, p.64 

Reserves 
forest reserves 

cap. 157, 1951 (rev.),pp.53-61 
Act 405, 1980, p.61 

wildlife reserves 
L.I. 881, 1974, p.8 
L.I. 685, 1971, p.33 
L.I.1022, 1975, p.34 
L.I.1084, 1976, p.34 
L.I.1085, 1976, p.34 
L.I.1105, 1977, P.34 
L.I. 710, 1971, pp.34, 92 

Reservoirs, p. xi 
irrigation 

S.M.C.D. 85, 1977, p.64 
maintenance 

No. 32, 1953, p.77 
mining 

cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.72 
Act 126, 1962, p.74 
L.I. 231, 1962, p.76 

Volta Lake 
Act 46, 1961, pp. 87-90 

Resettlement of native peoples,pp. ix, x 
Volta River Project 

Act 46, 1961, pp. 87, 89 

Restitution, pp. 109-110 

Sacred Water or Land 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.30 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.59 

Salination, p. x 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.28 
Act 46, 1961, p.88 

Sanitation, pp. ix, x, xi 
disinfection 

cap. 150, 1954 (rev), p.17 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.) pp. 65 , 6 6 

Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation 
Act 
Act 310, 1965, 
pp. 41-43, 82-84 

incinerators 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.), p.17 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.), pp.65, 6 6 
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latrines 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.), p.65 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.), p.67 

in mines 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.), pp.65, 6 6 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.), pp.67, 68 

Sanitary Authority 
cap. 75 , 1951 (rev.), p. 6l 

sanitary labour 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.), p.17 

Waterworks Ordinance, 
cap. 67, 1954 (rev.), p.42 
Act 310, 1965, p.82 

Sea, p. xi 
fishing 

A.F.H.C.D. 30, 1979, p.46 
Act 4o4, 1980, pp. 52, 53 

International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution of 
the Sea, 1954 
Act 235, 1964, p.80 

National Marine Fisheries Association 
Act 404, 1980, p.53 

oil 
Act 235, 1964, p.41 

pollution 
L.I. 257, 1963, p.38 
Act 235, 1964, p.41 

prohibited sea areas 
Act 235, 1964, p.41 

Sewerage 
Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation 

Act 
Act 310, 1965, pp. 41-43, 82-84 
N.R.C.D. 239, 1974, p.50 
S.M.C.D. 85 , 1977, p.61 

latrines 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.), p.65 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.), p.67 

night soil 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 

pipes 
Act 310, 1965, p.83 

pollution 
Act 310, 1965, p.84 

rates 
Act 310, 1965, p.83 

research 

Act 310, 1965, p.83 

Ships, see VESSELS 

Soil 
conservation 

S.M.C.D. 85, 1977, p.63 
erosion 

No. 32, 1953, P.77 
Land Planning and Soil Conservation 

Ordinance 
No. 32, 1953,pp- 31-32, 76-7 7 

removal of 
cap. 155, 1954 (rev.), p.29 

Soil Research Institute 
S.M.C.D. 85, 1977, p.64 
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Swamp 

No. 32, 1953, P.77 

Tailings, see MINERALS 

Timber, see FORESTS 
Togoland, p. ix 

Togoland (Assimilation of Law) Act, 
1958, No. 54; pp. 14, 30, 31 

Vessels 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.), pp. 85, 86 

Canoe Fishermen's Association 
Act 404, 1980, p.53 

canoes 
cap. 226, 1954 (rev.), p.11 

fishing vessels 
A.F.R.C.D. 30, 1979, P.46 
L.I. 770 , 1972 , p.46 
L.I. 988, 1974, p.46 

floating timber 
cap. 226, 1954 (rev.) pp.11-12, 86 

licences, p.99 
cap. 226, 1954 (rev.), pp. 11, 12 

mooring of vessels 
cap. 226, 1954 (rev.), pp. 11, 12 

oil pollution by vessels 
Act 235, 1964, pp. 41, 80 

Rivers (Safety of Vessels)(Amendment) 
Regulations 

L.N. 344, 1955, p.12 
river traffic 

cap. 226, 1954 (rev.) pp. 10-12 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.) pp. 85, 86 
Act 46, 1961, p.90 

safety of vessels 
L.N. 344, 1955, p.12 

sailing vessels 
cap. 226, 1954 (rev.), p.11 

steam vessels 
cap. 226, 1954 (rev.) pp. 11, 85 

Volta,pp.ix, x 
Black Volta, p. ix 

E.I. 18, 1973, p.58 
fish, pp. ix, x 

Act 46, 1961, p.88 
flooding, pp. ix, x 

Act 46, 1961, pp. 87-89 
health, pp. ix, x 

Act 46, 1961, pp. 88-89 
mosquitoes 

Act 48, 1961, p.88 
planning, p. x 

Act 46, 1 961, pp. 85-89 
public services 

Act 46, 1961, pp. 89-90 
Red Volta, p. ix 

cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.54 
L.N. 282, 1956, pp. 22, 5 6 

reservoir 
Act 46, 1961, pp. 87-90 

resettlement of native peoples, p. ix 
Act 46, 1 961, pp. 87 , 89 

salination, p. x 
Act 46, 1961, p.88 



side effects, pp. ix, x 
transport 

Act 46, 1961, p.90 
Volta Lake Research and Development 

Project 
Act 404, 1980, p.53 

Volta River Authority 
Act 46, 1961, pp. 87-88 
S.M.C.D. 8 5, 1 977, P.64 

Volta River Development Act 
Act 46, 1961, pp. x, 35-7, 87-90 

Volta River Forest Reserves 
E I. 91, 1961 , p.24 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.54 
L.N. 282, 1956, p.56 

Volta River Project, pp. ix, x 
White Volta, p. ix 

Waste 
in forests 

Act 405, 1980, p.61 
mines 

cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.)pp.17,67,68 

radioactive 
Act 204, 1963, pp. 79, 80 

water 
Act 310, 1965, p.83 
cap. 67 , 1954 (rev.),pp. 42, 43 

Watercourses and Lakes 
Afram River, p. ix 
Amansuri River 

L.N. 47, 1955, P.12 
Ankasa River 

cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), pp.19, 54 
L.N. 239, 1956, pp. 21, 5 6 

Ankobra River, p. ix 
cap. 226, 1954 (rev.)pp.ll, 86-87 

Asuokoko River 
L.N. 309, 1955, p.21 
L.N. 357, 1955, p.21 
L.N. 283, 1955, pp.21, 58 

Auro River 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), 
pp. 19, 20, 54, 58 

Bemu River 
L.N. 137, 1955, p.21 
E.I. 217, 1960, pp.23, 58 
E.I. 31 , 1963, pp.25, 58 

Black Volta 
E.I. 18, 1973, P.58 

Bura River 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.)pp. 20, 58 

Chai River 
L.N. 246, 1957, pp. 22, 5 7 
L.N. 136, 1958, p.23 

Draw River 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.20 
L.N. 255, 1956 , pp. 22, 5 6 

ducts 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.70 

forest reserves 
cap. 157, 1951 (rev.), p.19 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.53 

gullies 
No. 32, 1953, p.77 

Kabo River 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.20 
L.N. 277, 1955, PP.21, 58 
L.N. 293, 1955. p.21 

Kulpawm River, p. ix 
Mamang River 

cap.157, 1954 (rev.), pp.19,20,59 
mining, water usage 

cap.155, 1954 (rev.), p.71 
Ofin River 

cap.226, 1954 (rev.), pp.12, 87 
Ori River, p.ix 
Planning Areas 

No. 32, 1953, p.77 
Pra River, p. ix 

cap. 226, 1954 (rev.), pp.12, 87 
Red Volta, p. ix 

cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.54 
L.N. 282, 1956, pp. 22, 56 

river banks and beds 
No. 32, 1953, P.77 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.), p.86 

river navigation 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.)pp.85,86,87 

Rivers Ordinance 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.) 
pp. 10-12, 84-87 

river traffic 
cap. 226, 1951 (rev.)pp.85,86,87 

Sege Stream 
L.N. 285, 1959, p.23 

Sene River, p. ix 
Tano River 

cap. 226, 1954 (rev.), p.11 
trenches 

cap. 155, 1951 (rev.) pp.71,72 
tributaries 

cap. 226, 1951 (rev.), p.86 
Volta River and Lake 

Act 46, 1961, pp. 35-37, 87-90 
E.I. 91, 1961, p.24 

water holes 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.54 

Water Rights, see LICENCES 

Water Supply, pp. ix, xii 
alterations, pp. 100, 106 

cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.70 
conservation 

No. 32, 1953, p.77 
Act 310, 1965, p.82 

distribution 
Act 310, 1965, p.82 

domestic 
Act 310, 1965, pp. 82, 84 
Act 46, 1961, p.90 

drinking water 
cap. 153, 1954 (rev.), p.65 
L.I. 665, 1970, p.66 
cap. 150, 1951 (rev.), p.67 
cap. 150, 1954 (rev.) pp.67, 68 

forest reserves 
cap. 157, 1951 (rev.), p.53 
see Forest Reserve Orders: 
cap. 157, 1954 (rev.) pp.54, 59 
E.I. 18, 1973, p.58 
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Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation 
Act 
Act 310, 1965, pp. 41-43, 82-84 

industrial 
Act 310, 1965, pp. 83, 84 

inspection 
Act 310, 1965, p.84 

interference 
Act 310, 1965, p.84 

mining 
cap. 155, 1951 (rev.), p.69 

pipes 
Act 310, 1965, p.83 

pollution 
Act 310, 1965, p.84 

provision 
Act 310, 1965, p.82 

public 
Act 310, 1965, pp. 82, 84 

standards 
Act 310, 1965, p.83 

suspension 
Act 310, 1965, p.83 

water supply areas 
cap. 67, 1954 (rev.), p.42 

water rates, charges, etc. 
see under FINANCE 

Waterworks 

Act 310, 1965, pp. 82-84 
Inchaban waterworks 

cap. 157, 1954 (rev.), p.20 
Owabi waterworks 

E.I. 1, 1961, p.24 
Tamale waterworks 

L.N. 289, 1956, p.22 
Waterworks Ordinance 

Act 310, 1965, p.82 
Waterworks 

cap. 67 , 1 954 (rev.) , p.42 

Wildlife, p. xi, also see Foreword 
Act 405, 1980, p.61 
in forest reserves -
see list under WILDLIFE, p.92 
also N.R.C.D. 243, 1974, p.59 
Game Licence 

L.I. 961, 1974, p.34 
L.I. 685, 1971, p.33 

hunting 
Act 43, 1961, p.33 
L.I. 685, 1971, p.33 
in forest reserves see HUNTING 

pollution 
L.I. 710, 1971, p.92 

Wild Animals Preservation Act 
Act 43, 1961, pp. 33-35, 92 
Act 405, 1980, p.61 
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